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Bouquet built in 1958 by the Gardner brothers
Wally, Ken and Harold .

Ross Gardner gives us her history on page 6.
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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

On the Horizon – Guest Speakers
Tuesday, 14 September - Ian Smith: Building a Ranger Class
Gaff Sloop
Tuesday, 12 October - Mark Pearse: Building Models

Peter Widders
AUGUST 2021

Mark Pearse will speak about the last yacht design by Cliff
Gale. The talk will include the history of the design and the
process of building a half model.

WBA General Meetings -August Meeting
Cancelled
The WBA Committee has decided to cancel the August
General Meeting due to the impact of Covid lockdowns and
the uncertainty about the ‘state of play’ going forward. The
Committee has explored a number of possible options for
‘virtual’ meetings and will have more information on this front
later in 2021.

Keep safe and connected until we can meet again.
Peter Widders

Please see ‘On the Horizon ‘ (below and Page 12) in this issue
for a revised meeting schedule.
Scuttlebutt continues to be our main avenue of
communication: many thanks to our regular and occasional
correspondents for their efforts to keep Scuttlebutt as an
informative and entertaining ‘member-driven publication’.
Please consider contributing to getting the message out
about wooden boat adventures and projects.
The ‘E’ Newsletter, Facebook (Friends of the Wooden
Boat Association of NSW) and Instagram (Wooden Boat
Association of NSW) are equally important communication
‘arms’ of the WBA.
An increasingly successful part of Scuttlebutt, ‘Looking For’
continues to go from strength to strength in finding resources
for our members. Regular correspondent, Phil Heaney, has an
item listed in this issue: let’s see if we can continue the good
‘strike rate’.

RMYC Timber Boat Festival: 6 and 7
November 2021

The Committee has approved the attendance once again of
the WBA at the upcoming Royal Motor Yacht club (Newport)
‘Timber Boat Festival’. Committee member, Ross Marchant,
is co-ordinator for the WBA stand, assisted by John Gale and
Malcolm Wright. The WBA stand will feature members’ boats
as well as information and merchandise.

WBA Apprentice Award 2021

The 2021 version of the Apprentice Award closes on 30
August. The Award is for an apprentice or apprentices
enrolled in TAFE NSW Certificate III Marine Craft Construction.
The August edition of Afloat magazine has promoted the
Award. An application form can be downloaded from the WBA
website: alternatively, a Committee member will be able to
assist. 2020 winner, Joe Street, received $550 and a year’s
membership of the WBA. Joe used the Award to purchase
a Compass plane and a Rebate plane for his work in the
wooden boat field.
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THUNDERSTORMS 101
Life & Times of Thunderstorms or ‘How You CAN Avoid
Them’ - Part Two - The dangers with Thunderstorms
By Ross McLean

The dangers associated with Thunderstorms
are, Lightning; Strong Winds & Micro-Bursts;
Hail & Heavy Rain; Tornados & Waterspouts; Roll
Clouds & Squalls.
LIGHTNING –
Lightning can actually
strike the ground
near you from as
far away as 20
Nautical Miles, (37.4
km), even though
you cannot see the
Thunderstorm clearly,
perhaps just the top
of the anvil. Take
the PGA tournament
in the U.S. when 7
spectators were struck by Lightning and the top
of the Thunderstorm’s anvil was only just visible
beyond some mountains in the far distance.
Since then, U.S. PGA postpones or cancels all
golf tournaments if there is even a sniff of a
Thunderstorm about. On that occasion, the US
Weather Authority upgraded the strike zone for
Lightning from 15NM to 20NM. If you can Hear
it, Fear it, BUT if you can See it, Flee it ...
STRONG WINDS & MICROBURSTS – For
mariners, Thunderstorms have always been
associated with Strong Winds, especially at
the rear of a Thunderstorm, however it is only
in the past 40-50 years that the airline industry
has taken Microbursts
seriously. A Microburst is a
localized column of sinking
air (downdraft) within the
thunderstorm and is usually
less than or equal to 2.5 miles
in diameter. Microbursts can
cause extensive damage
at the surface and can be
invisible. As a Thunderstorm
develops water droplets/
hailstones are suspended
within the updraft. Sometimes
an updraft is so strong it
suspends large amounts of these droplets
and hailstones in the upper portions of the
Thunderstorm. There are many factors that
can lead to evaporative cooling (sinking air)
and therefore weakening of the updraft. Once
this occurs, the updraft is no longer capable
of holding the large core of rain/hail up in the
Thunderstorm. As a result, the core plummets
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to the ground. As it hits the ground it spreads
out in all directions. The location in which the
microburst first hits the ground experiences
the highest wind speeds and greatest damage.
(Gusts can be in excess of 160 kph, (approx. 100
mph).

HAIL & HEAVY RAIN –
Thunderstorms create
varying amounts of Hail
& Rain. Some of the
most severe Hail & Rain
occurs when a single
Thunderstorm forms a
cluster and continues to
affect a given location for an extended period of
time. An example of this is the 2010 Brisbane
Floods. Three-quarters of the council areas
within the Brisbane area were declared disaster
zones. Rainfall from the same storm devastated
communities in the Lockyer Valley. Meanwhile,
in Sydney, Hail blocked the gutters & downpipes
of a large factory complex, causing rainwater to
build up on the roof, the result was catastrophic
for the building. Engineer’s can’t design for that!

TORNADOS & WATERSPOUTS –
All Thunderstorms rotate, Supercells more
than others. As a Thunderstorm rotates, it can
develop a spiralling column of air that reaches
the ground or surface of the ocean. The more
dynamic the Thunderstorm, the more dynamic
are the Tornados/Waterspouts. It is not
uncommon for a Thunderstorm to spawn several
such spirals as was evident at Lennox Head,
NSW and off the coast of Florida, USA.
Tornados/Waterspouts in the Southern
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Hemisphere will travel around the rear to front of a cell as
the Thunderstorm moves over the surface of the earth.
Once the Tornado/Waterspout reaches the front of the
Thunderstorm, it loses its’ energy as it is virtually ‘run over’
by the cell. The rotation is again governed by Coriolis, with
air entering the cell, and turning to the left. Roll Clouds and
Squall Lines can also follow this path, appearing to come
from the right and swinging to the left but never in the
opposite direction

The photo of the possible Squall Line was just that. Taken
from STV Windeward Bound as we approached Hobart, this
chappie could have been a disaster. However, after asking
that all plain-sail be reduced, it rolled harmlessly overhead,
BUT, 45 minutes later we were in something in the order
of 50 knots on the nose with gusts, reducing Windeward
Bound’s speed to about 1 knot over the bottom. With Hobart
in sight, it took us until 2300 hours to reach our anchorage.
Always assume the worst, as it is better to look a little silly
for being cautious, than really stupid for not. Be prepared for
when it happens, not if or you are only giving it lip service.
And please remember – No one goes to sea when there is
a Cyclone warning unless to escape a very poor anchorage.
However, we are often at sea or enjoying the great outdoors
when a Thunderstorm comes trundling along. Therefore, we
all need to be aware of the dangers as listed above.
In the next part we will look at the different types of
Thunderstorms. How many can you name? I can think of at
least four right off the bat again, can you?
See you next time … Rossco
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A History of Bouquet
By Ross Gardner

Dad died in 1972 and the boat languished for
awhile as I was involved in sailing my own 12
ft skiff but in 1974 I became a crew with an old
friend and could devote more time to the boat.
Bouquet was built by my father, Wally Gardner
and his brothers Ken and Harold in 1958, and
launched just after Easter 1959.

In 1986 the Universal finally died which was just
as well as it was a very thirsty engine and fuel
prices were climbing.

Originally designed as an 18 ft open sailing boat,
there was a change of plan just before construction started. Dad decided that due to health
issues a motor boat would be more practical.
The timber purchased for the keel and planks
arrived a few feet longer than ordered so with a
bit of judicious juggling of mould spacing and
fairing (all by eye to look right) the boat was
built as big as possible to just fit inside our boat
shed. She is about 22 ft long, 8 ft beam and 3 ft
deep amidships. No one measured her or indeed
anything else, it was marked out and made to fit
in situ, when it looked right it would be fastened
into place.

The present 20 hp Volvo diesel was installed and
fingers crossed will last a bit longer.
In about 1998 I replaced and doubled all the ribs
from the stern to within 6 feet of the bow and fitted new floors. The ribs had gradually fractured
across the grain on the turn of the bilge due to, I
suspect, the vibration from the Universal engine
which had been hard mounted. During this refit
the leftover copper nails from the build were
used and the monel bolts on the floors were also
reused as they were all only very lightly corroded
and still in good condition.

The backbone, keel posts, ribs, clamp, stringers
and risers are Flooded gum. The planking is
Meranti, a close relative of Pacific maple. Copper
fastened throughout with monel metal for all
bolts and the fastenings for the hood ends.
In 1968, rot was found in the trunk cabin so
Dad decided to give the boat a major refit. He
removed the existing cabin and deck and added
two planks to the topsides and built a new cabin
out of leftover material from the original build.
This made Bouquet an even better boat for
fishing and watching sailing races which had
been her main occupation every weekend since
her launch.

Conclusion: this boat is a bit lightly built for her
size and use and without many of the amenities
now considered essential dates her to a previous age. But if you just want a good boat to go
out for the day that is seaworthy, economical to
run and loads of fun, the maintenance and work
required are worth every minute and become
enjoyable in themselves. Also as a very biased
commentator I think they got the proportions
pretty right considering you had three people, all
with their own ideas building her.

At this time Dad replaced the 12 hp Simplex
petrol engine with a 4 cylinder Universal of 80 hp
this was far too powerful for the boat but Dad
loved it.
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The Paynesville Report
By Chris Dicker

Someone has played a trick on us; surely it can’t
be the end of July. As rate payers we are given
a voucher once a year to travel on the Raymond
Island ferry for free. A few days ago I thought
I would take advantage of the offer and visit
some friends there only to discover that the
voucher expired at the end of June. As I was
looking at the slip of paper I thought that is so
much like life: we are given this very generous
period of time and if we don’t use it, well we
won’t have to pay for the ferry, we will miss it
altogether. We will look at this worthless slip of
paper and think we should have done this or we
should have done that; gone for a long walk like
50 miles or gone for a sail on the edge of safety
or built something out of junk.
I was going to add ‘or plant a tree’ but after
planting 1850 native trees, grasses and shrubs
in the past three weeks I am over it for a year.
Most of this was down on the reserve behind us
but we also planted 400 seedlings on Anchor
Downs. The reserve is a disused rock quarry
on the banks of Forge Creek that winds its way
down to the lakes. Every year Landcare asks for
expressions of interest for projects that may
benefit the natural environment. I wrote down on
the form that there was a shallow storm water
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drain that was slowly eroding its banks that could use some attention.
A paid facilitator came out to have a look. I threw my arms far and wide
over the whole reserve and said this is part of the lungs of the lake and
as a result the whole reserve behind our place, 20 or 30 acres, became
‘my’ project. This was something far from my mind but I warmed to it and
realized what a blank canvas there is in a disused quarry.
I can tell you one thing; if you volunteer for something you will always have
a job.
Now the planting is done for the moment I am back on ‘Rosherville’, the old
lakes boat in the shed. The deck had been redone in cheap construction
ply and not glassed over. It had done remarkably well and I thought I may
be able to patch it but I would have been patching someone else’s patches. It certainly did not jump off itself and revealed a moderate amount of
rot beneath. The boat is clinker planked with Kauri, which has done very
well. The top half of the stem was very bad as was the breast hook but the
ravages of decay had stopped at the planking. I am now busy shaping up a
new stem.
Victoria has gone into its 6th lock down but we are very lucky as we have
plenty to do and plenty of room to do it. Thursday is Westwind day and
there are quite a few jobs I need to do on her for the Paynesville festival
and very likely, a Bass Strait cruise before my voucher runs out.
Good luck to everyone in these troubled times. We should endeavour to
look on the bright side.
We should also stir ourselves and do our bit.
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The New Boat - Part XI
By Phil Heaney

pol, this gives a very hard and long-lasting finish.
The interior paint work is single pack enamel.
Outside the varnish on the hatches and sky lights
is a two pack international varnish. The hand
rails are oiled.
It has been sometime since my last article, but
time has not been wasted and now, the new boat
has a name, Awaba, (the Aboriginal name for
Lake Macquarie and environs) is in the final stages of her build. The fit out is complete apart from
some plate racks, upholstery and switch board
electrics. We went for a drawer fridge- freezer unit in the galley which saved a lot of work
making a top opening freezer and it will be a lot
more efficient. There is a two-burner stove with
an oven and bench tops in Huon Pine. The floor
is also Huon Pine with a Rosewood border. I like
to have a head liner, and although this is not traditional, it has the benefit of being able to hide all
the wiring and, being fully insulated, it makes the
boat cosy, prevents mildew and annoying drips
on those cold mornings. The forward cabin has
two good sized single berths with book shelves
and a good-sized head, plenty of storage space
and a hanging locker for those rare times when
you need a sports jacket for the yacht club.
While I have been making all the accessories,
Margaret has been painting and varnishing them
up on the veranda deck as she has done with all
our boats. All the interior Rosewood and Huon
Pine have been coated with four coats of Esta-

8

Above deck, all the hatches, skylight and the
handrails have been made of Huon Pine. These
will be the only varnished outside items on the
boat in keeping with the theme of low maintenance. Covers will be made for these when
not in use. All the paint work on the outside is
two pack, also low maintenance. I have made
teak cleats for mooring lines which will be left
to weather naturally. Two 130watt solar panels
have been installed which should look after most
of the electrical demands. All the windows have
a light green tint to reduce glare inside, curtains
will do the rest.
Work at present is now concentrated in the
engine room. The propeller and shaft were made
by Porters. The engine is now aligned and bolted
down. The engine is a Yanmar 75 hp with a three
to one reduction gear bow driving a 22 x 14-inch
prop. Hy-drive hydraulic steering is installed. Still
to come are the fuel lines, sea water cooling, batteries, water pressure system, engine controls,
bilge pumps, and a dozen things I can’t think of.
We did consider a gas hot water system but decided on a heat exchanger from the engine and
with 240 volts when on a marina. Much safer!
Outside still needs final painting and some hard-
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ware installed, copper sheathing and docking
strip on the keel, and then the mast and booms.
I estimate another 6 to 8 weeks of work of to
go. We won’t launch until January, because in
September we need to get Awaba’s big sister,
Athena out of the water for a scrub and antifoul
and prepare her for our cruise to Broken Bay and
the Hawkesbury area in October and November,
Covid permitting. Hopefully the boat show at the
Newport RMYC will be on this year.
Hope you are all keeping safe from Covid. Next
report will be the launching.
Phil Heaney Shipwright.

Ahoy! We are needing a bronze/chromed cowl vent, 58mm
base opening and 120mm at the top. The dress ring is 156mm
inside and 220 mm outside We are one short. We will be very
grateful if a sailor has one stored in their bilge and wants to sell
it. 8mm base opening and 120mm at the top. The dress ring is
156mm inside and 220 mm outside
Phone Phil on 0415 178 475 or email phil.heaney@gmail.com

Christmas Dinner and Hal Harpur Award 2021
Tuesday 14th
December
6.30pm
Dundas Sports Club
9 Elder Rd, Dundas
NSW 2117
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How to book:
By email and bank transfer
treasurer@wbansw.asn.au
A/C 109553629
BSB 012010
Please indicate WBA Dinner + Name + Number of tickets + Contact details
By post and cheque
PO Box 884 Gladesville 2111
Please indicate WBA Dinner + Name + Number of tickets + Contact details
Payment at a General Meeting
Card cheque or cash at meetings up to November
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My Favourite Tool
By Lara Tyler

My favourite tool is the 14” piping bag. This is
the one used for decorating cakes with icing. I
use it to deliver precise beads of marine epoxy
glue that I can tint to match any timber type from
Radiata Pine to Western Red Cedar with minimal
waste.

Images:
Right top: palette of
colours and piping bag
is inverted in disposable
plastic cup waiting for
dollops of mixed epoxy
glue.
Right bottom: Epoxy glue
is tinted to radiata pine
colour. Tip will be cut to
desired bead length.

I used to follow the conventional instructions of
mixing two-part marine epoxy glue: “laden twoply offcuts with approximately equal amounts
of Part A and Part B… thoroughly mix together
on another offcut and spread on surfaces to be
adhered”. Numerous boat plans then instruct to
“clean up ooze” by either wiping wet glue or chiselling cured glue. The labour required to clean up
any ooze and the imprecise application of glue
was incongruent with my sense of efficiency.
Furthermore, I was running out of offcuts to mix
glue on.
In the early 2000s with a young son and daughter I think I made just about every cake printed
in the Women’s Weekly Kids’ Birthday Cake
cookbook. One day I was feeling the frustration
of mixing and applying epoxy glue, the kids were
in high school and I had a flashback. I realised
that marine epoxy glue seemed to display similar
rheological properties to cake icing!
Using a bit of trigonometry to cut the tip of the
icing bag and recalling the calculation for cross
sectional area of a circle, I was able to mix up
the right volume of glue to attach the deck of a
Firebug in one hit with no ooze.
In gluing deck to beam the glue remains hidden
forever. It does not matter what the colour is.
However, I often need to use marine epoxy glue
to hide a multitude of miscalculated and miscut
sins that will be in full view. On these occasions
it helps for the glue to be the same colour as
the wood to give that seamless, I cut it right the
first time, look. I noted that my supplier stocked
coloured epoxy glue and I went along to purchase the “cedar” colour which was the closest
in match to my latest mistake. I could not buy
enough of the cedar colour that I required. It
is here that I must credit Scott Giddings from
Drive Marine Services with the advice to use
Prooftint™ to colour the marine epoxy glue.
As they say, “necessity is the mother of invention” and before long I had developed a palette
of Prooftint™ colours.
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BUY SWAP and SELL
WBA may place a non-commercial ad free of charge for 4 months. The
ad will also be placed on the WBA Website for 4 months.
Members are asked to consider a $25 donation to the WBA on their
sale of an item.
Non-members are charged $50 for a print-only ad (picture + text) and
$80 for print + website.
Please advise the Editor if an item is sold.
NOTE: Free items – no charge – contact the Editor.

FOR SALE - Onrush is an 18 foot ex Navy Gig. Built from teak
and converted to a pocket cruiser by Naval Architect Len
Hedges. He rebuilt the boat from the keel up and glassed inside and out. Onrush is gaff rigged, sleeps two in her canvas
cabin and has many sails, a VIRE engine and comes with the
stock of spare parts bought from the VIRE company agent,
when he retired. Moored in Pittwater. $5,500 Ring Cavan
Lenaghan 0418 404 154

FOR SALE $1500 ono - Fisherman 14ft Motor
boat built from huon pine and spotted gum ( Plans
included and Attached)
Hull 90% Complete ( Pictures Attached )
All spotted gum and huon pine to complete the
project
Bronze propellors: x3
12” - 10 3/4” & 9”
Equipment:
13” Thicknesser Bayer 1500W
Table Saw, unknown brand
Dust Extractor
Ozito Band Saw
Jason Wagemans - Contact me: 0401 083 409
braeng21@optusnet.com.au

FOR SALE - Palana – a classic Tassie -built centreboard yawl
is for sale Designed by Arthur Robb and built by master boat
builder Max Creese in Hobart, following the finest Tasmanian
traditions, she has been lovingly cared for (professionally
maintained) with beautiful original Oregon masts (main and
mizzen). - Strip plank King Billy Pine, resorcinol glued. Very
good condition. - PRICE REDUCED $45,000 negotiable Contact: Robbie Williams 0414 406 222 dinkydy@optusnet.
com.au

FOR SALE Acorn Skiff ( Designed by Iain Oughtred )
Beautifully crafted with attention to detail & ready to enjoy.
LOA 13 feet 1 inch, beam 47 inches, depth 17 inches, sail is
48 sq ft with a sprit rig. Construction is 3/16 glued lap clinker
plywood, all epoxy sealed & painted. Full sailing rig with
swing rudder, as new
sail, mast sprit, oars &
cast brass rowlocks.
The new custom
purpose built fully
galvanised registered
trailer is also for sale
separately ( $1,500).

FOR SALE
True craftsmanship is evident in this 16ft rowing/sailing
wooden boat. Designed by renowned US small boat designer
Phil Bolger, a lightweight version of the traditional fishing dory
used by East Coast USA fishermen. Stitch & glue plywood
construction, epoxy sheathed. Sails quite well, sail provided,
also oars, spars, and hand trolley for moving the boat. Boat
fits comfortably on a 1.8 x 1.2m trailer, drawbar extended.
Please email Zoe at zflanaganfield@gmail.com
Price -$4,500

Price $5,500.00 Contact Stephen Pinn
- 0404 332 978
FOR FREE: Copies of WoodenBoat free from Norm Kelk
Full years:
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017,
2019
Incomplete years:
1993
Jan/Feb, May/Jun, Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct
1994
Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Nov
1996
Sep/Oct
1997
Mar/Apr, May/Jun, Sep/Oct
2006
Jan, Mar, Dec
2007
Jul/Aug
2014
Jan/Feb
2018
Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct
2020
May/Jun
Contact Norm Kelly - 0423 787 765.

FOR SALE 5 metre twin cockpit wooden runabout. Originally
built with Hamilton jet propulsion but now being converted to
conventional propeller drive using Dodge 6 engine. Conversion about 90% complete. Can be inspected at a Northern
Beaches address.
Price: $25,000 - Contact: Gordon - 0414 826 240

LOOKING FOR
‘Syndicate’ Proposal
WBA Member, David Malone, is looking for members (no
cost involved) to join him in sailing his 36ft Tasman Seabird
‘Carousel’. Syndicate Members would be able to sail with
David on his yacht, while David and his co-owner meet all
costs associated with the project. There is also the prospect
of members sailing the yacht on their own: David is keen to
see the yacht sailed and loved. A mooring in Burns Bay is
close to a jetty with dinghy storage nearby.
Call David for more information: 0418 440 828
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LOOKING FOR I am looking for a replacement head for a Clae F 10
engine (2 cylinder petrol
motor). I believe it is similar to a Simplex Engine.
Malcolm Wright
0425344813
LOOKING FOR - A Cowl Vent
The cowl vent has a 58mm base opening and 120mm at
the top. The dress ring is 156mm inside and 220 mm outside.. just need one of each. Can buy a complete porthole
if they don’t want to separate the parts.
Phil Heaney
0415718435
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MERCHANDISE
Members are able to purchase/order
items at a General Meeting or by email
to the Merchandise Officer, Sally Ostlund,
(salsonsquarerig@gmail.com) AND to
the Treasurer (treasurer@wbansw.asn.
au)
When items are not in stock, they will be
ordered and advice provided about availability and delivery costs.

RAFFLE ITEM - DITTY BAG
The Ditty Bag (sailor’s work bag) is hand
sewn from old canvas from one of James
Craig’s topsails, which we recently made a
replacement for. The material is a synthetic
lookalike to cotton called Duradon which is
very long lasting. The sail which we replaced
was almost 20 years old.

NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to new members:
Mark Bennett – Hunters Hill
Gordon Hancock – Cromer

ON THE HORIZON
General Meetings - Dundas Sports Club

Tuesday, 10 August – Mark Pearse:
Building Models CANCELLED
Tuesday, 14 September =Bill Thompson: Lofting
Tuesday, 12 October- Denis Songeon:
The Solaris Story
Tuesday, 9 November – Glenn Ryenolds: The Story
of Free Spirit
Tuesday, 14 December: WBA Christmas Dinner and
Hal Harpur Award

Committee Meetings – Gladesville Sporties
Monday, 16 August
Monday, 20 September

Festivals, Shows and Events

Sunday, 26 September – WBA picnic at Kissing
Point Park – Putney
Saturday/Sunday 6 &7 November – RMYC Timber
Boat Festival
Friday- Sunday 12-14 November: Timber, Tools and

Artisans Show – Canberra

2022 4-6 March: Paynesville Classic Boat Rally
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