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In Scuttlebutt This Month
We continue to be grateful to our correspondents who take 
the time to put together articles and reports on the activities 
with wooden boats.

Part 3 of Ross McLean’s Thunderstorm Series continues.

Tom Hughes has been busy with the refurbishment of his 
anchor winch and writes for us in this issue.

A chance encounter with a ‘classic’ putt-putt, and a stack of 
left-over Kauri planking, has seen Bill Thompson embark on a 
new build project. We look forward to regular updates.

In terms of old boats, Chris Dicker writes about his new 
restoration of an old Lake boat. Chris writes that he is “no 
professional boat builder”: those of us who have seen his 
work on Westwind, and have followed his work through the 
Cairns /Paynesville Reports will take issue with him on that 
score. His early build, Gumnut, an Alan Buchanan design, was 
also a terrific little boat.

The Committee has discussed the rationalisation of our WBA 
Merchandise: see further in this issue for some sale items 
and a new pricing structure.

Hal Harpur Award 2021
Nominations close for the 2021 Hal Harpur Award on 
Thursday, 30 September. Please let us know of any projects 
completed between 1 October 2020 and 30 September 2021 
that may be eligible for the Award. Candidates nominated do 
not have to be members of the WBA.
At the time of writing, we do not know if the Award night 
and WBA Christmas Dinner (Tuesday, 14 December) will be 
impacted by Covid 19 in any way.

WBA Events
September General meeting – Tuesday, 14 September – 
Cancelled
September WBA Picnic – Sunday, 26 September – Cancelled
Paynesville Classic Boat Rally – 4-6 March, 2022 - Cancelled

WBA Membership Fees 2022
The WBA Committee has continued to hold monthly 
‘meetings’ during the Covid lockdown. Discussions have 
included Membership fees for 2022. The Committee has 
held fees at the current level of $45: renewal letters will be 
sent out later in the year. Other areas of discussion included 
WBA Merchandise and possible speakers for WBA General 
Meetings when they resume.

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

Peter Widders
SEPTEMBER 2021

WBA Merchandise
A new pricing structure has been adopted by the Committee 
for Merchandise Sales.  Please see the Merchandise section 
on this issue for further details.

Looking For ....Again!
The WBA website continues to attract a range of comments 
and enquiries. It may be coincidental, but the current 
lockdown has seen an increase in Membership applications: 4 
have been received in August alone.

Another contact has enquired about information on a wooden 
boat used to ferry passengers to and from flying boat in Rose 
Bay. See ‘Looking For’ in this issue of Scuttlebutt.

Photo Credit – The terrific cover photo (August 2021) of 
Bouquet was taken by Jane Gardner.

Keep safe and connected until we can meet again.
Peter Widders

Nisus, was constructed by Paul and Gray at 
Careening Cove using local timber and could carry 17 
passengers and was capable of 17 knots. 

New member, Garth Elmes, is the owner 
of the 60ft gaff ketch, Wutuku. Garth will 
write an article for Scuttlebutt in the future.
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THUNDERSTORMS 101
Life & Times of Thunderstorms or ‘How You CAN Avoid 
Them’ - Part Three - The types of Thunderstorms 

By Ross McLean

The common types of Thunderstorms are, 
Isolated; Line; Cluster; Supercell; Pyro-
Thunderstorms.

SINGLE CELL (ISOLATED) 
THUNDERSTORMS –
Isolated or Single Cell Thunderstorms can 
be non-severe to severe. These are formed 

by warm rising moist 
air.
A typical 
Thunderstorm is 
up to 15 miles in 
diameter and lasts an 
average of 30 minutes to 
1 hour. Despite their small 
size, ALL thunderstorms 
are dangerous! Of the 
estimated 100,000 
Thunderstorms that occur 
each year in Australia 
alone, about 10 percent are 
classified as severe.
Once formed they travel 
over the earth’s surface 
and dissipate fairly quickly, 
unless the surrounding air 
becomes unstable enough 
to propagate more.

MULTICELL LINES – 
Line Thunderstorms can 
be non-severe to severe. 
These storms form along 
a cold front or trough of 
low pressure, and can 
propagate southeast to 
northwest, however their 
movement is as per usual, 
southwest to northeast 
once they reach the mature 
state.

MULTICELL CLUSTERS – 
Cluster Thunderstorms can 
be moderately severe to 
severe. These form under 
similar circumstances 
to Line Thunderstorms, 
however, the area around 
them becomes so unstable 
that they spawn more 
Thunderstorms in a much 
more localised fashion as 

they did during the Brisbane floods of 2010. With 
continuous Thunderstorm activity localised, the 
results can be devastating to property and life.

SUPERCELL THUNDERSTORMS – 
All Supercell Thunderstorms are severe, and 
most likely to spawn Tornados & Waterspouts. 
A Supercell Thunderstorm can form as isolated 
or part of a Line or Cluster. Once formed, they 
can cause an enormous area of damage. These 
are most likely to have severe rotation, and thus 
cause Tornados and/or Waterspouts.

A Supercell is a long-lived and a highly organized 
storm feeding off an updraft that is tilted &/or 
rotating. This rotating updraft - as large as 10 
miles in diameter and up to 50,000 feet tall - can 
be present as much as 20 to 60 minutes before 
Tornados or Waterspouts form.
Supercells are often isolated from other 
Thunderstorms and can dominate the local 
weather up to 32 kilometres (20 miles) away. 
They tend to last 2–4 hours.
The hail from these storms can destroy roofs of 
almost any material, as well as having massive 
wind strengths in their downdrafts. 
Supercells can produce hailstones averaging 
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as large as two inches (50 mm) in diameter, cricket ball 
sized, with average winds of over 70 miles per hour (110 
km/h); tornadoes as strong as EF3 to EF5 intensity (if wind 
shear and atmospheric instability are able to support the 
development of stronger tornadoes); flooding; frequent-to-
continuous lightning, and very heavy rain. Many tornado 
outbreaks come from supercells associated with clusters. 
Large supercells may spawn multiple long-tracked and 
deadly tornadoes, with notable examples in the 2011 Super 
Outbreak in the USA.

PYRO THUNDERSTORMS –
As the name suggests, these fellows are created by the 
rising air from fires, most often bush fires in Australia, 
as seen beyond the Twelve Apostles, Victoria and 
over Bruny Island in Tasmania. The Bruny Island 
bush fire was photographed from STV Windeward 
Bound as we approached Hobart. The Thunderstorm 
developed very rapidly and travelled away from the 
island in a north-easterly direction behind us once 
fully formed. While we lost sight of it after the roll 
cloud passed overhead, we could see quite clearly 
the lightning activity in the storm as it travelled 
eastward. What wind we did receive was coming 
from the southerly side of a Supercell Thunderstorm 
that passed by Mount Wellington, and (it was said 
by some observers the next day), swung round from 
the northwest towards the southeast to clobber the 
Wooden Boat Festival. Certainly, it filled in over Hobart, 
and there may well have been squalls accompanying it, 
however, (from our more unobstructed vantage point on 
Windebound), the Supercell continued on its merry way 
towards the northeast as it should, governed by our 2 
friends Mr. Jet Stream and Messr. Coriolis.

THE THUNDERSTORM SPECTRUM –
The Thunderstorm Spectrum describes the level 
of occurrence and severity of Thunderstorms. This 
is measured from weak to strong and then intense 
Thunderstorms.

As you can see from the graph, Single Cell; Multi Cell, 
Cluster & Line are fairly common. The Supercell is not so 
common but very intense in nature.

 Perhaps we had better have a bit more science again, just 
to put things in perspective a bit …

MORE SCIENCE - MAMMATUS CLOUDS –
Mammatus (Mamma, Mammatocumulus) are bulbous or 
pillow-like cloud formations extending from beneath the 
anvil of a thunderstorm. These clouds form as cold air in 
the anvil region of a storm sinks into warmer air beneath it. 
Mammatus are most apparent when they are lit from one 
side or below and are therefore at their most impressive 
near sunset or shortly after sunrise when the sun is low 
in the sky. Mammatus are not exclusive to supercells and 
can be associated with developed Thunderstorms and 
cumulonimbus.

In the next part we will look at the FACTS & FICTION about 
Thunderstorms. How much do you know? 

See you next time … Rossco  
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ANCHOR WINCH RUST UPDATE
By Tom Hughes

I had been aware of an enduring problem with rust stains emanating from under 
the anchor winch, for some time ~ Time to address! 
I was unable to lift the winch (a Muir model A1 c 1968) actually installed by John 
Muir himself.   I used the crane at RMYC, But then to lift the mounting plate ~ 
after some serious hammering and judicious use of a crowbar the problem was 
revealed see photo below. I had later added a “rode counter” to measure the 
chain out.
Rust had developed between the flanges under the mounting plate. I did not 
want to use an angle grinder because of the problems with the ensuing rust 
stains from the sparks. After some more judicious (but vigorous) hammering 
removed some frighteningly large lumps of rust, I put a 24 grit sanding disc on 

the angle grinder and cleaned 
up both the remnant rust on 
the flanges and beams. Of 
course during this process I 
damaged the sender cable 
for the chain counter, so a re-
placement had to be sourced 
through Muir Winches (They 
have a local branch at Manly 
Vale.) The challenge here was 
that I had installed the wire 
from the winch back to the 
wheelhouse and had drilled 
the first hole too small to get 
the sender unit through ~ the 
plug at the wheelhouse end 
was smaller wasn’t it?
Next challenge? How to 
treat the errant surfaces so 
that they won’t rust again? 
(Soon anyway). I spoke to 
WBA member Brett Mould at 
Norglass and he recommend-
ed using a rust converter 
then their Red “Norshield anti 
corrosive Primer” a 2 pack 
product then a coat of 2 pack 
“Shipshape primer followed 
by 2 coats of Northane gloss 
white.

 I also took the opportunity to sand 
back the inside of the bulwarks up for-
ward as it is so much easier without the 
winch in the way and apply 2 coats of 
Shipshape primer followed by Northane 
Gloss.
Now 10 July, waiting for the rain to stop 
and the weather to warm up a bit. 

After a bit of work, a semblance of 
improvement.

 AAH , that looks  a bit better, Now with-
in the Covid lockdown Can I ask RMYC 
to lift the winch back?

Anchor winch Rust Update:  26th July.

I ended up getting the weather to 
repaint the deck around the cat beams, 
so it looked fairly good.
I asked RMYC if it was possible in 
terms of the “lockdown” to re-lift my 
winch back onto its proper bed, the 
polite answer “no” so a potential long 
wait , but I am impatient as I felt it was 
not safe / inappropriate to go for a run 
down the bay without a working anchor 
.
I looked up my trusty Admiralty Manual 
of Seamanship Vol 3 (1951 ed.) Yes! 
I bought the 3 volumes (at half price 
through navy stores) in 1961 when 
an apprentice at HMAS Nirimba and 
there Chapter XI Extempore handling 
of heavy weights (Dictionary guide ~ 
extempore: impromptu, unplanned.)  
         Vol 1 for 
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“ordinary seamen, Vol 2 for Petty Officers, and 
Vol 3 for “real” Officers!
So the impromptu plan to lift the winch (100-120 
Kg) alone and move 2 metres forward from the 
fore cabin top to the winch bed: set up a 6 part 
block and tackle on the main halyard (other end 
secured) to lift then a 3 part block and tackle 
attached to the base of the forestay to pull it 
forward, It worked well and I was able to work 
safely and without struggle to land the winch 
within an inch of the locating bolt holes and 
fasten down.
I reconnected the hydraulic hoses then applied 
Denso tape to all exposed metal connectors. 
(Denso tape is a fabric heavily saturated in a 
special grease formula, that has proved to be 
messy but effective in protecting exposed steel 
connections.)   I then reinstalled the ‘chain count-
er’ and tested the winch ~ all worked well so job 
finished

A New Build
By Bill Thompson

My Folkboat Isabella, launched in November 2020 is berthed at Mosman 
Bay Marina and we saw a very pretty launch being worked on by Robbie at 
Bellwether Marine nearby.

Seems like a great idea to have a putt- putt launch to complement Isabella.  
We love racing Isabella with The Amateurs but having a putt-putt for cruis-
ing around the harbour caught our imagination.

And I enjoyed building Isabella so much so must keep going. There are a 
few homeside projects which have backlogged in the last 6 years I must 
attend to (such as building a conservatory) but who can’t walk and chew 
gum.

With the permission of Dragonfly’s enthusiastic new owner Nicole we put 
the launch on the hard at RSYS and took lines off with Will Hardcastle.  Will 
is currently preparing computer files for the station moulds which I will 
have cut out on a CNC router so will reduce the amount of lofting needed.
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I have started preparing the keel timber – 
cut from Ironbark beams from Austimber at 
Rouse Hill.
We are not sure of the origin of Dragonfly. 
She was previously called Pinchgut, then 
Waterlou. I sent a picture to Ken Beashel 
who thought she may have been built by 
Ferguson at Careening Cove with whom Ken 
worked in his early days.
I have some NZ kauri left over from Isabel-
la’s build and have sourced some Brazilian 
mahogany from Peter Mayo at Toronto.  
She’ll be traditional carvel probably caulked 
below the waterline and splined above.

Bill Thompson
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THE PAYNESVILLE REPORT 
ABOUT WOODEN BOATS 
By Chris Dicker 

This will be a very brief report this month as 
it has been suggested the content has grown 
away from anything to do with wooden boats. 
Be assured that whilst I am writing about plant-
ing trees and rainfall and nagging people to be 
good citizens wooden boats are never far from 
my thoughts. Especially the problems with them 
and why on earth you would  have one.  

An imaginative chap in the yacht club organized 
a Christmas in July over at ‘The Grange’, which 
is about 6 miles south of here and on the shores 
of the 90 mile beach, (except for a narrow strip 
of sand). This is the second year it has been 
cancelled due to the rampaging virus. We hoped 
to have Easter in August instead but after a brief 
reprieve we have been locked down again. We 
are now looking at a spring festival perhaps 
even in spring!

During the short reprieve we travelled to Melbourne for the second time in 
3 and a half years. 
This is a big outing for us and we had three pickups to do from the north of 
Melbourne to the south. The second pick up was a Triton 2000 table saw, 
which I bought off Gumtree. I was on the verge of buying a Makita table 
saw on special from Bunnings but luckily tuned in to the forums. Japanese 
Makita great, Chinese Makita......Well....junk. I have had two original mark 
3 Tritons and put them through hell so this is my third but a very refined 
model. I spent an enjoyable couple of hours assembling it this afternoon 
and cannot speak highly enough of it. 

On our way home we thought we would break the trip and do a bit of ex-
ploring, we booked a 
motel at Inverlock but the whole state was locked down with 4 hours 
notice so we just kept driving  into the darkness, arriving home ten minutes 
after the curfew. 

Enough of all that, there is far more important things afoot like rebuilding 
old wrecks.
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I am honoured to have been invited to write in 
this section of Scuttlebutt.

I am no professional boat builder, I can tell you, I 
just struggle along and with comparatively primi-
tive tools and seem to get some kind of results.

On Rosherville I have replaced the top half of the 
stem, part of the transom and removed most of 
the gun’l. This is not a lot of work for a month 
and I need to be more disciplined. Dismantling 
Rosherville is a real lesson in how they used 
to build boats. All the copper nails are square 

heads and the larger faying surfaces have a 
membrane of hessian soaked in red lead. No 
fungus will come near red lead. Next month I 
hope to have a lot more done on this old boat. 
Meantime a neighbour has asked me to help him 
refasten an old Halvorson, which entails 3200 
nails and roves. He is going to owe me big time.

In the photo the Halvorson is in the distance 
to the right, in the foreground is the old lakes 
fishing boat ‘Yappa’. She is a lump of a boat at 
25 feet and a year ago was going almost free 
to a good home. There are so many boats like 

her that are worthwhile rescuing 
and that may end up in landfill. 
These boats, apart from having a 
history don’t go very fast, 5 to 8 
knots, they don’t make any wash 
and to see them gliding along is 
an uplifting experience. There are 
more and more plastic gin palaces 
sprouting out everywhere includ-
ing in the Gippsland lakes. To see 
them cruising past at the required 
5 knots with their arse down in the 
water creating a destructive wave 
is a bad experience. We have lost 
some life values along the way 
to progress. Perhaps the destina-
tion is now more important than 
the journey. If that is the case we 
should not leave home at all.

SAVING OLD WOODEN WRECKS 
MAKES A LOT OF SENSE

By Chris Dicker
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BUY SWAP and SELL
WBA may place a non-commercial ad free of charge for 4 months. The 
ad will also be placed on the WBA Website for 4 months.
Members are asked to consider a $25 donation to the WBA on their 
sale of an item.
Non-members are charged $50 for a print-only ad (picture + text) and 
$80 for print + website.
Please advise the Editor if an item is sold.
NOTE: Free items – no charge – contact the Editor.

LOOKING FOR

FOR SALE
True craftsmanship is evident in this 16ft rowing/sailing 
wooden boat. Designed by renowned US small boat designer 
Phil Bolger, a lightweight version of the traditional fishing dory 
used by East Coast USA fishermen. Stitch & glue plywood 
construction, epoxy sheathed. Sails quite well, sail provided, 
also oars, spars, and hand trolley for moving the boat. Boat 
fits comfortably on a 1.8 x 1.2m trailer, drawbar extended. 
Please email Zoe at zflanaganfield@gmail.com
Price -$4,500

‘Syndicate’ Proposal
WBA Member, David Malone, is looking for members (no 
cost involved) to join him in sailing his 36ft Tasman Seabird 
‘Carousel’. Syndicate Members would be able to sail with 
David on his yacht, while David and his co-owner meet all 
costs associated with the project. There is also the prospect 
of members sailing the yacht on their own: David is keen to 
see the yacht sailed and loved. A mooring in Burns Bay is 
close to a jetty with dinghy storage nearby.
Call David for more information: 0418 440 828

FOR SALE - Onrush is an 18 foot ex Navy Gig. Built from 
teak and converted to a pocket cruiser by Naval Architect Len 
Hedges. He rebuilt the boat from the keel up and glassed in-
side and out. Onrush is gaff rigged, sleeps two in her canvas 
cabin and has many sails, a VIRE engine and comes with the 
stock of spare parts bought from the VIRE company agent, 
when he retired. Moored in Pittwater. $5,500 Ring Cavan 
Lenaghan 0418 404 154

FOR SALE Acorn Skiff ( Designed by Iain Oughtred )
Beautifully crafted with attention to detail & ready to enjoy. 
LOA 13 feet 1 inch, beam 47 inches, depth 17 inches, sail is 
48 sq ft with a sprit rig. Construction is 3/16 glued lap clinker 
plywood, all epoxy sealed & painted. Full sailing rig with 
swing rudder, as new 
sail, mast sprit, oars & 
cast brass rowlocks. 
The new custom 
purpose built fully 
galvanised registered 
trailer is also for sale 
separately ( $1,500).

Price $5,500.00 - 
Contact Stephen Pinn 
- 0404 332 978

FOR SALE $1500 ono - Fisherman 14ft Motor boat 
built from huon pine and spotted gum ( Plans included 
and Attached)
Hull 90% Complete ( Pictures Attached )
All spotted gum and huon pine to complete the project
Bronze propellors: x3
12” - 10 3/4” & 9” 
Equipment: 
13” Thicknesser Bayer 1500W
Ozito Band Saw
Jason Wagemans - Contact me: 0401 083 409
braeng21@optusnet.com.au

LOOKING FOR -
I am looking for a replace-
ment head for a Clae F 10 
engine (2 cylinder petrol 
motor). I believe it is simi-
lar to a Simplex Engine.
Malcolm Wright
0425344813

FOR FREE: Copies of WoodenBoat free from Norm Kelk
Full years:
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2019
Incomplete years:
1993 Jan/Feb, May/Jun, Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct
1994 Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Nov
1996 Sep/Oct
1997 Mar/Apr, May/Jun, Sep/Oct
2006 Jan, Mar, Dec
2007 Jul/Aug
2014 Jan/Feb
2018 Jul/Aug, Sep/Oct
2020 May/Jun
Contact Norm Kelly - 0423 787 765.

FOR SALE 5 metre twin cockpit wooden runabout.  Originally 
built with Hamilton jet propulsion but now being converted to 
conventional propeller drive using Dodge 6 engine.  Conver-
sion about 90% complete.  Can be inspected at a Northern 
Beaches address.
Price:  $25,000   -  Contact:   Gordon   -   0414 826 240

LOOKING FOR - A Cowl Vent
The cowl vent has a 58mm base opening and 120mm at 
the top. The dress ring is 156mm inside and 220 mm out-
side.. just need one of each. Can buy a complete porthole 
if they don’t want to separate the parts.
Phil Heaney
0415718435

LOOKING FOR - 
I have an unusual request that 
members of your association 
may be able to help me 
with please. I am currently 
researching the story of Arthur 
Baird, Qantas’ first engineer. In 
1939 he helped design a tender 
to transport passengers and freight between the terminal and 
moored flying boats at Rose Bay.
The tender, named Nisus, was constructed by Paul and Gray 
at Careening Cove using local timber and could carry 17 
passengers and was capable of 17 knots. Frank Gannon of 
Paul and Gray was the co designer.
It is understood Nisus remained at Rose Bay until 1953 when 
it was moved to Cairns.
It would be very interesting if any of your members could add 
to the story of Nisus.
Thank you

Colin Lock - 
cflock48@bigpond.net.au
9544 0409
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MERCHANDISE

ON THE HORIZON

General Meetings - Dundas Sports Club
 Tuesday, 14 September  - Ian Smith - Building a  
 ranger class sloop - CANCELLED
 Tuesday, 12 October- Mark Pearse - Building 
 Models
 Tuesday, 9 November – AGM of the WBA + Bill 
 Thompson - Lofting
 Tuesday, 14 December: WBA Christmas Dinner and  
 Hal Harpur Award
Committee Meetings – Gladesville Sporties
 Monday, 20 September
 Monday 18th October
Festivals, Shows and Events
 Sunday, 26 September – WBA picnic at Kissing  
 Point Park – Putney CANCELLED
 Saturday/Sunday 6 &7 November – RMYC Timber  
 Boat Festival
 Friday- Sunday 12-14 November: Timber, Tools and  
 Artisans Show – Canberra 
2022  
 4-6 March: Paynesville Classic Boat Rally 
 CANCELLED

NEW MEMBERS

A warm welcome to new members:
Tony Engelman –Lawrence NSW. 22ft Carvel Launch
Mark Passey – Five Dock. 26ft Thunderbird
Garth Elmes – Point Clare. 60ft Ketch
Keith Spencer- Lane Cove. Gwen 12 (pending)

Members are able to purchase /order items at General meetings 
or by email to the Merchandise Officer - 
Sally Ostlund salsonsquarerig@gmail.com

Item     Member Price Non-Member Price
Jacket    $83  $96
Vest    $63  $74
Long sleeve Polo   $41  $47
Short Sleeve Polo   $34  $39
Surf Hat    $22  $25
Baseball Cap   $20  $23
Australian Wooden Boats Vol I $20  $25

Below: Vice President, Nick Lawther, has snapped up one of the new WBA surf hats.

Sale Items
Black & Blue short sleeve Polos - 
$15 each 
WBA stubby holders  - $5.00 each 
WBA Badges - $2
WBA Satchel Bag - $10


