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Port Phillip Bay 30 ft Netting boat
This model by Tom Balfour along with a raft of others are 

available for sale. See page 8 for details
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Hal Harpur Award 2020

The Committee has made the decision to postpone the 
2020 Hal Harpur Award processes and the award evening 
scheduled for Tuesday, 8 December 2020.

Members may be aware that a number of events have already 
been cancelled. These include the following events in 2020:
Narooma Boats Afloat, Davistown Putt-Putt Regatta, Newport 
Timber Boat Festival and all Timber and Artisans Shows.
The 2021 Australian Wooden Boat Festival at Hobart has also 
been cancelled.

At the time of writing, the plan will be to present the 2020 
Hal Harpur Award at the earliest possible time in 2021 and to 
present 2021 Award at the December 2021 Christmas Dinner.
There is considerable work involved in the process of 
the Award, and the Committee did not feel that project 
inspections in October and November of this year would 
be possible with the current restrictions in place. It is also 
unlikely that the December 2020 Christmas Dinner and Hal 
Harpur Award night would be able to be held.

Donations and Auction Items

The WBA has received a number of interesting donations 
recently and will announce plans to either action or sell these 
items to raise funds for the WBA.

Member, Ross Gardner, has donated approximately 30 bronze 
boat fittings with a request that they go to ‘good projects’. 
These items will be auctioned by the WBA: details can be 
found in this issue as well as in the latest ‘E’ Newsletter.
Past member, Tom Balfour, has donated an almost complete 
collection of Wooden Boat Magazines. At the time of 
writing the plan is to bundle the magazines into sets (2 year 
packages) and sell to interested members. 

Tom is also a keen model-maker. We are pleased to offer 
some of his models for sale in this issue. Others can be seen 
on the WBA Website (Classifieds).

Apprentice Support Scheme

The Committee of the WBA has invited apprentices currently 
enrolled in Cert 111 Marine Craft Construction with NSW TAFE 
to apply for a $500 grant from the Association. By the time 
this issue of Scuttlebutt reaches the membership, the closing 
date of 30 August will have concluded this activity.

Applicants have been asked to outline how they propose 
to use the sponsorship from the WBA. Examples provided 
included the purchase of hand tools (new or used 
acceptable).

The Committee will consider applications at their September 
meeting and announce the results in the next issue of 
Scuttlebutt. A maximum of 2 applications will be successful 
with candidates invited to outline their background, current 
work and future career intentions. The 2 successful 
applicants will also be given a 12-month membership of the 
WBA.

New Book 

Congratulations to WBA member and author, Ian Smith, on the 
publication of his new book ‘THE 18-Footer Britannia – 100 
Years of a Sydney Icon’. Ian was the winner of the Hal Harpur 
Award in 2019 for his previous book ‘Wooden Boatbuilding 
– The Sydney Wooden Boat School Manuals’ and has 
donated a copy of this book to the WBA. The new book can 
be purchased on the website https://www.openboat.com.au/
books.html.

NSW Maritime – Mooring Audit

Kudos to NSW Maritime for the current work on an audit of 
moorings across the state. In 40 years of boat ownership, 
and mooring occupancy, this is the first occasion I can recall 
where mooring licence holders have been required to provide 
evidence that a mooring inspection had been completed in 
the previous 12 months by an approved contractor. Members 
with a better memory of ‘history’ may be able to confirm/
correct this contention. While not a complete safeguard 
against boats breaking free from moorings and damaging 
other craft, this is a step in the right direction. The Boat 
Owners Association is also deserving of recognition and 
support for their ongoing efforts and lobbying on behalf of 
boat owners: www.boatowners.org.au

Stay safe and connected until we can meet again.

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

Peter Widders
September 2020

Classic Logan (NZ) Yacht seen at Pittwater.
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STORM KING PART 1  
TRADITIONAL CUTTER 
RIGGED SLOOP BUILT HO-
BART LAUNCHED 1928
By Brian Sheratt

Storm King’ was designed and built as a strong, 
safe family yacht by Tasmanian cabinetmaker, 
Ronald Beltz. Lines were taken from a ‘half-
model’, which he had previously carved. With her 
raised deck, delicate counter, internal ballast and 
shallow draft, she would be perfect for family 
picnics on the Derwent River estuary.

She was very heavily built for a 28’ yacht with 
construction taking place in the back yard of 
the family’s Lenah Valley home. On completion 
in 1938, she was transported to Hobart’s 
Constitution Dock by a low loader truck and 
launched with the aid of a steam crane.

Although rare and very expensive today, the 
magnificent Huon pine was readily available 
on the west coast of Tasmania in the 1930s 
so Beltz bought a log from a Straughan timber 
mill then transported it home across Tasmania 
chained to the back of an old truck. Back 
in Hobart, the log was pit sawn on vacant 
land nearby with planks passing through his 
backyard workshop machinery and dressed to 1” 
thickness.

During the 1930s, Huon Pine was cut from 
extremely old, slow growing forests the grain 

was so fine that a wine glass could be turned 
from a suitable piece and aromatic oils, which 
characterise the wood, also protect it from pests 
like marine borer and Teredo Worm.

Massive hardwood stringers were placed at 
critical points along the curve of the hull with 
a triple lamination amidships. Steam bent split 
ribs were set at 8” centres and every second 
laminated rib is chocked into the hardwood keel. 
The remarkable internal volume is a result of the 
raised deck profile, a popular thirties style. Apart 
from the additional space below, the solid uncut 
deck beams add strength and integrity to the 
hull.
All the Beltz family were involved in the yacht’s 
construction with son and daughter both 
spending after school hours carefully setting 
hundreds of copper roves with hammer and 
maul. One special feature of ‘Storm King’ is the 
attractive transom above the counter stern. It is 
one single piece of Huon Pine!

Evidently, Beltz was a tradesman of some 
renown as he was commissioned to fit-out 
Percy Coverdale’s magnificent new yacht 
‘Winston Churchill’. Although he had previously 
constructed several small boats for family and 
friends and had gone to school with would be 
sailor and Hollywood legend Errol Flynn, ‘Storm 
King’ was not to be his last project. She was 
succeeded by the lobster boat ‘Helen J’, which 
at 50’, was indeed a remarkable achievement for 
any man working from his backyard shed!
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With the outbreak of WW 11, Beltz was called 
up for army service so his beloved ‘Storm King’ 
was sold. Purchased cheaply by a local Baker, 
rumour reports that local lags at the Yacht 
Club referred to the baker’s new prize as ‘The 
Current Bun’. Unfortunately for Beltz, he was 
medically discharged soon after his military 
training had commenced but the Baker would 
not sell! ‘Storm King’ was eventually sold though 
and after the War, she lay for sale at Cygnet. 
Here, she was discovered by Sydney Barrister 
William Lieberman who had flown to Tasmania 
specifically to purchase a Huon Pine yacht.

After reeling from the shock of deck cargo costs, 
Lieberman and his crew decided to sail her 
back across Bass Strait and up to Sydney. This 
dangerous crossing was successfully completed 
in a 28 foot yacht with an open cockpit. 
Brave men indeed but as some curious round 
iron ballast was discovered during a 1970s 

renovation, there is 
some speculation that 
Liebermann and his 
crew may have called 
into Port Arthur to ride 
out a storm where they 
picked up a few canon 
balls to add to the 
yacht’s internal ballast!

In 1947, ‘Storm 
King’ arrived safely 
in Sydney where 
she was moored 
close to Lieberman’s 
home in Rose Bay. 
The experience 
was an inspiration 
behind the Sydney 
to Hobart Yacht 

Race. Evidentially, he was a crack seaman as 
he immediately joined the yacht ‘Wayfarer’ as 
navigator to sail straight back to Tasmania and 
successfully complete the very first ‘Sydney to 
Hobart Yacht Race’.

Later, it was said that Lieberman experienced 
marital difficulties and an ultimatum was given: 
“it’s me or that boat”. Apparently, he chose the 
boat! It is thought he lived on board for a while at 
Rose Bay before eventually settling the dispute 
and so Storm King changed hands again.
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THE NEW BOAT - PART 8
By Phil Heaney, Shipwright

It has been a few months since my last report 
on the new boat and in that time, work has 
progressed at a cracking pace thanks to the 
Covid 19 which has prevented any planned trips 
away. The grounds for the bulkheads were being 
installed. That task completed I then built the 
floor above the engine room which is also the 
floor for the wheel house. This gave me a good 
flat and very welcomed area in which to work.  
I then installed the bulkheads, the floor in the 
forward cabin and the cockpit. Next came the 
deck beams, carlins and half beams followed 
by the deck. The deck is made up of two layers 
of marine plywood, the first 12mm then 10 mm 
glued on top, staggering all the joins, making it 

a really strong, continuous structure. Normally 
I would fibreglass over the plywood but, after 
a lot of consideration and discussions with 
fellow shipwrights I decided not to because 
fibre glassing was going to complicate the way I 
wanted to install the bulwarks later on. The main 
reason for glassing the deck is waterproofing 
and strength to stop the joins from moving, 
which is necessary in a single plywood deck, 
so, in this case glassing was not going to add 
any extra strength to the deck. The deck will 
receive four coats of epoxy resin which will 
seal the timber and waterproof the deck. If, for 
some reason, the protective coating should be 
penetrated then the repair will be a simple. If the 
same scenario happened to a glassed deck and 
water was allowed under the glass then repairs 
would be very expensive. 

The plywood was planned flush with the outside 
planking. To seal the end grain of the plywood, 
a rubbing strake has been installed around the 
boat which is glued to the plywood and the 
sheer strake. This rubbing strake s proud of the 
planking by 15mm and is 1500 wide amidships 
tapering to the bow and stern, this accentuates 
the sheer nicely. It is a throwback to the past 
when the sheer strake was usually thicker than 
the planking to add strength and act as a buffer 
to protect the planking. 

Attention was then turned to boring the stern 
and rudder tubes and installing the hardware to 
suit. The fuel and water tanks have also been 
installed. These were made in plastic by Ian 
Taylor who did an excellent job. While in the 
engine room I built the floor and installed the 
headliner along with the sound proofing and 
wiring for lights. The steering gear HY Drive by 
Course Master is also fitted. Finally, the engine 
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has been lowered in. There is plenty of room 
around the engine for maintenance and lots of 
space for batteries, hot water heater etc that an 
engine seems to attract.

By far the biggest job during this period has 
been building the bulwarks. The usual method 
is to install stanchions through the deck, and is 
always a problem area, something you would 
not do with a plywood deck. Carrying the ribs 
up and sandwiching them between the planking 
and an inner liner is another way, but that 
means the bulwarks forward flare out making 
them to prone to damage.  The solution was to 
build them on top of the deck, (the height being 
300mm), so if done properly it should work. 
I began by installing a ground piece to give a 
good solid base to start from. The structure is a 
combination of strip planking and cold moulding. 
The inner layer is 50mm by 20mm glued and 
edge fastened to the deck and the ground piece, 
the outer layer is 50mm by 10mm glued to the 
inner layer and staggered seams. The stern 
required building up with 10mm laminations. 
The bow and stern have an extra layer making it 
40mm thick with 30 mm in the midship section. 
This also gives a nice relief in the bulwark which 
can be painted a contrasting colour. Lastly a 
capping of 100mm by 38mm makes it very 
robust. Later bronze fair leads will be fitted.

To finish the bulwarks at the bow a knee joins 
the capping pieces and marries in with the 
samson post which has a bridge joining it to the 
above-mentioned knee. This will carry the anchor 
winch with bronze bow rollers bolted each side 
of the stem. The samson post is a massive 150 
by 150 piece of Blue Gum which looks the part.
The past three weeks have been spent sanding, 
fairing and sealing the hull and bulwarks with 
epoxy resin and high build epoxy undercoat, 
finally the waterline is marked. The next stage 

will be to build the wheel 
house.  We had planned to 
take Athena to the R.M.Y.C 
show at Newport and then 
continue on the Hobart for 
their show, but Covid 19 
has put a stop to that. Now 
however, we will cruise around 
the Broken Bay area with 
fellow sailors and then down 
to Sydney in October, catching 
up with good friends and 
maybe make some new ones. 

Phil Heaney Shipwright.
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Wooden Boat Magazine: Back Issues 
Donated to the WBA

Former member, Tom Balfour, has donated 
200+ Wooden Boat magazine issues to the 
WBA.
The magazines will be sold in ‘job-lots’ of 
6 magazine for $2 per magazine.  This is a 
great opportunity for members to fill gaps in 
their collection of this excellent resource.

Interested? Please email – pwidders@
yahoo.com.au with specifics of the issues 
requested.
Postage can be arranged at the purchaser’s 
cost. Collection also available (Gladesville).

Issue Listings:
Issue 7 -12 13-18 (5 only) 19-24 
35-39 (4 only) 40-45 46-51 52-57 
58-63 64-69 
70-77 80-90 93-99 (94 missing) 
100-105 105-110  111-116 117-122
123-128 129-134
Issues continue up to Issue #243

WOODEN BOAT MAGAZINE: BACK 
ISSUES DONATED TO THE WBA

MODELS FOR SALE
Tom Balfour also has a number of exquisite 
models for sale. The models can be sailed and 
some are fitted with radio control provisions (no 
RC units/controllers available).

Models are $500 each ono and are located at 
Balmain. The full collection can be seen on the 
WBA Website (Classifieds)

Contact: Graham Cochrane 
0403123455 
gcstrata@gmail.com
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HAL HARPUR AWARD 2020

“The Hal Harpur Award is for the person or persons who in the past 12 
months has completed a project which best contributes 
to our objectives of encouraging the retention of wooden 
boat building skills or the preservation of wooden boats 
or maritime artefacts.”
Entries close on Wednesday, 30 September 2020.

The entry form can be found on the WBA website: http://
www.wbansw.asn.au/uploads/1/0/8/9/108988505/
wba_hha_nom_form_-_20170727.pdf

Completed forms can be sent to the Secretary: secre-
tary@wbansw.asn.au

2019 entrants Left to right 
Top: Ken Ewings - ‘Sandpiper 4’
Middle: Simon Jonas - Glen L ‘Monaco’, Ian Smith for the 
Sydney Wooden Boat School Manuals
Bottom: Andrew Brodie - Tui, Mark Pease for a 28ft Cliff 
Gale designed harbour racer model

WBA AUCTIONS

The WBA has occasionally been gifted goods 
and materials to sell on the members. A Seagull 
Outboard was donated and sold through a sealed 
bid auction system with funds going to the WBA. 
A dinghy and dinghy moulds have been ‘sold’ 
this year with donations made to the WBA by the 
successful ‘purchasers’.
One new auction is announced in this issue of 
Scuttlebutt. The auction will close at 5pm on 
Wednesday 30 September 2020.
Participants may make multiple bids up until the 
5pm closing time. All participants will be advised 
of the status of the bid process throughout the 
auction. Bids can be made via email or phone/
text.
The decisions of the WBA Committee members 
conducting the auction are final.

Bronze Fittings for Auction
We are delighted to offer the bronze fittings 
shown here for auction. If you are interested in 
bidding for some or all of these, please send a 
request for more information to Malcolm Boyd at treasurer@wbansw.asn.au  
 
Bidding closes on 30 September 2020
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The Paynesville Report 
and our very own Count.
By Chris Dicker 

It was 1996 and John Wood had invited me to 
crew on his historic Fife cutter, Kelpie in the 
Australia day regatta on Sydney Harbour. The 
day before the race I received a phone call from 
John saying apologetically that he had over-
booked and would I mind being the finisher for 
the event. I was to take up a position on anchor 
at the finish line in his other boat ‘Cinema’. A 
little disappointed I said ok but Cinema had no 
propeller and for that matter no shaft so I would 
be towed there and left for the day waiting for 
the participants to cross the line. After a quick 
phone call I said to John I can do better than 
that. Some friends had a once famous schooner 
called ‘Ranston’ and would be delighted to be 
part of the fun and offered their boat in place of 
Cinema. This we did and settled down to await 
the fleet. I would love to be able to list the en-
trants and even their places but there can be no 
doubt who was first over the line. The wind was 
light all day but enough for all boats to finish. 
We had a list of favourites but were surprised to 
see Gino Coias’ ‘Playmate of Maldon’ well ahead 
of the fleet with all sail set and carving a classic 
furrow as she took the gun. It is quite amazing 
that this photo survived as it was pre digital and 
pre mobile phone, for me anyway. When Kelpie 
finally passed us I was very glad to be where I 
was as there were about 14 people packed onto 
her deck.

Now this story has never been told, but it is 
time. It was another regatta and I believe also 
an Australia day regatta. Before I go any further 

I have to mention that Playmate of Maldon had 
cannon balls for ballast and had an engine that 
ran on turpentine. Meantime Playmate had been 
replaced by a beautiful Tasmanian pilot house 
ketch. When Gino fulfilled his rightful title of 
Count after his father died, he changed the name 
of the ketch to Monte Christo. Gino not only has 
class, he has his own class. I say that in the kind-
est and most admiring way. I was invited to crew 
on this magnificent vessel in the Australia day 
regatta and this time on Pittwater. There was to 
be just Gino and myself, which proved to be very 
hard work on a thirty ton boat. Once again there 
were light winds and once again we must have 
been so far ahead of the fleet as to not sight 
them. It was marvellous sailing and Gino good 
company. I spent four days with him and not a 
cross word. I was more than happy to do the 
cooking and washing up, scrub the decks, haul 
in the anchor, haul up the monstrous sails, walk 
the enormous headsail around the inner forestay 
every time we tacked and supply the rum!

When we crossed the finish line it was a lonely 
affair as it often is for the winner but when we ar-
rived at the race meeting place at Lovetts Bay we 
had a job finding a place to tie up as the whole 
fleet seemed to have arrived before us. The BBQ 
was also in full swing so I had to wait for a bit 
of space for our two humble steaks. These Gino 
was more than happy to let me cook while he 
mingled with all of you people. It became really 
late and I had eaten as you do to survive, I was 
genuinely worried about my skipper who was 

still hobnobbing with the crowd on 
a very empty stomach. His repast, 
by this time was beyond a la carte. 
A cocker spaniel took advantage of 
the cooling plate and snaffled Gi-
no’s fillet, I, the devoted crew made 
chase and successfully retrieved 
the poor and only piece of meat, 
which I dusted off and threw back 
onto the bbq. Gino ate the lot along 
with some shrivelled salad that I 
had saved for him.

Count Gino Coia, you are one of a 
kind, we forgive your foibles and 
value your friendship and wisdom.
Victoria is below 100 corona cases, 
soon we will be allowed out again.

Our best wishes to everyone
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BUY SWAP and SELL

FOR FREE - BOAT AND TRAILER
The boat is all timber no fiberglass sheeting and was 
built by someone who knew his way to make light 
timber sheets work together for strength.  
I offer it and the trailer to you and your members for 
free, is currently covered and awaiting a “new” owner.
The boat is complete with some spare rigging parts 
and tools, the sail is from Harmony sails Melbourne. 
Boat length is 4.520m x 1.6m beam from bow to 
stern not measuring the rudder. Has a pivoting 
centreboard and a self drainer in hull.
John Dunn
0406 494 245 
Johndunn48@yahoo.com.au

LOOKING FOR
LOOKING FOR
I am looking for a 15 inch 3 blade bronze propeller with a 12 
inch pitch, left handed.
Member name: Karen Portch
Phone number: 0427046363

LOOKING FOR INFORMATION
Hello - I am president of the Jervis Bay Maritime Museum 
in Huskisson. I was wondering if you may be able to help 
us.  We have been offered a donation of a 12 foot cedar skiff 
called the ‘Accolade’ built by a Mr Vic Hoyle in Jervis Bay in 
1951, and sailed by the Lane Cove Yacht Club. We are trying 
to find out more information about the builder and the boat. 
Mori Flapan’s online register of boats has one built by Vic 
Hoyle in Jervis Bay in 1949, but that is the only listing for Vic 
Hoyle. Can you help?

Much appreciated,
 Michael Sutton 0411 264 786
president@jbmm.asn.au

FOR SALE
Timber 14’ Fisher skiff, strip planked, epoxy-based fibreglass 
inside and out. Built about 20 years ago by my late husband, 
little use, excellent condition. $600 o.n.o.
Contact Pam Bellingham: 0414 953 879
Located Woodburn far north coast NSW 

FOR SALE
Blaxland Super 
Pup, 4 1/4HP, 
single cylinder, 
excellent condition, 
ready to
work, spare 
magneto, fuel 
tank, handbook, 
lots of spare parts 
$2,000.00 {the lot} 
Ross Skeels  0413 
445 533

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge for 3 months and 
then $20 for another 3 months. Non-members are charged $40 with a picture 
and text. Ads will run for three months before they are removed. 
Submissions close on the 21st of each month.
NOTE: Items for free, No Charge. Contact the Editor.

FOR SALE
1962 Griffin ‘Whirlwind’  30ft LOA carvel planked and spars of 
Oregon on spotted gum, Mast recently coated with Coelan. V 
berth and settee convertible beds. Enclosed ‘pump out’ and 
‘chemical’ (2) heads. very usable sails, Volvo 1B diesel 9 HP. 
Slipped yearly - call for full details and inclusions.  Price 
negotiable - Ian Wallace - 0400 430 830

FOR SALE
1938 classic Wally Ward double-ender.  Historic Vessel Reg. 
ARHV 000495. Designed on the Metacentric Shelf Theory. 
Precursor to the Carmen Class and a string of famous 
Swanson double-enders. Professional restoration & engine 
re-build. Well maintained and lightly used.
NZ Kauri on spotted gum @ 6” cntrs. $27,000 Ph John for 
details 0414 248839.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE – VOLVO MD2B - 1964-1967 25 hp  Fully recondi-
tioned but not run in boat.  Full wiring, gauges, morse cables 
and single lever F/R control, Flex coupling, Stern tube, Gland.  
1” shaft & prop.  $1,800.
Call: Peter Mathews 0409 428 070.

FOR SALE
BINNABURRA, Lidgard Demon, 33’, 1984. Cold moulded 
construction with diagonal red cedar over oregon and dynel 
sheath on the outside. Yanmar 15hp engine. 5 berths, gas 
stove and BBQ, electric fridge, toilet and shower. I have 
owned Binnaburra for 31 years. Moored Pittwater, $39,000. 
Phone Wendy Murray on 0406536768 for inventory and more 
photographs.

LOOKING FOR - Can you please assist me!
I’m looking for a suitable road worthy galvanised boat trailer, 
to suit a dinghy of LOA 2.40m.
The dinghy is built from foam sandwich, it is super light so 
I’m not looking for a heavy duty boat trailer.
The trailer can be of the non tilt version, fitted with skids or 
rollers.
Alan Stannard   0402 627 524 
stannard68@optusnet.com.au

FOR SALE
1949 Hayes Custom Bridgedeck Cruiser. Carvel construc-
tion. Oregon hull. Cabin sides Australian red cedar. BMC 
commodore 52hp diesel. Moored Apple Tree Bay. $59,990 
negotiable. Contact Sam 0481 251 075

FOR SALE
Survitec 4-man life 
raft in solid container, 
2014, regularly ser-
viced but due again, 
$500. Ian Smith 0412 
039 589

FOR SALE
WASP Trailing Log Pack - $120 ono
Contact: Graham Cochrane 
0403 123 455  - gcstrata@gmail.com
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Members are able to purchase/order 
items  at a General Meeting or by email 
to the Merchandise Officer, Sally Ostlund, 
(salsonsquarerig@gmail.com)  AND to 
the Treasurer (treasurer@wbansw.asn.
au)
When items are not in stock, they will be 
ordered and advice provided about avail-
ability and delivery costs.
New jackets have arrived and are avail-
able for purchase for $75

MERCHANDISE

Across

1A: A shape to display when 
anchored.
1B: The ship of Jason of the 
Golden Fleece.
2: Mostly dry, certainly drier 
than over!
3: Goes to the sandbar again.
4: Old naval sealant.
5: Spanish friendships; once 
used to describe the rise of a 
famous slave ship rebellion.
6: An anagram of teats.
7: To steer a boat on a collision 
course with another, or too far 
downwind.
8: A soaking colour.
9: A line or chain that leads 
inwards from the martingale.
10A: Given how 2020 is going, 
that invasion is probably com-
ing soon.
10B: A cruel and brutal fellow.
11: Young swans.

Down

A: two or three-masted luggers 
found on the coasts of Spain 
and Portugal.
B1: Next to your boat.
B2: A large rope used to unmoor 
or heave up an anchor.
C1: Estimates your speed 
through water.
C2: A maker of pens and boats.
D1: 1960s sailing dinghies that 
are still manufactured in the UK.
D2: The original raggedy man.
E: Forced marching in the British 
army.
F: What us tragics do with wood-
en boats.
G: As good as a turnbuckle.
H: Most of what is sold at Whit-
worths.
I1: Like F really.
I2: As tide and fortune does.

Not a new concept but a new addition to Scuttlebutt, Trivia 
Time. Each edition we will pose a question and in the time 
honoured fashion, the first correct answer out of the ‘hat/
bilge’ will receive......something. It may be a prize, it may be an 
accolade, it may be a mention in the next edition. This is what 
you get when deadlines loom. To kick it off the first question is 
below.

Trivia  #1
Now the purists will say this is not a trivial topic but we seek 
meaning. The message we hope never to transmit is “Mayday 
Mayday Mayday”. 

But what is the derivation/meaning and where did it come 
from? 
And for an encore what about somewhat less desperate 
“PanPan”?

Answers to Nick Lawther  - secretary@wbansw.asn.au

TRIVIA TIME

AUGUST CROSSWORD ANSWERS


