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Bantry Bay Raft-Up

Another excellent Bantry Bay Raft-up was enjoyed on 
Saturday, 20 February with 8 wooden boats in attendance. 
Thanks again to Peter Mathews for the supply of a BBQ to 
cook our lunch on the day, as well as the evening before the 
event and Saturday evening. Unfortunately, Boomerang and 
Protex, from the Sydney Heritage Fleet, were unable to attend: 
hopefully they will return in 2022. Approximately 35 members 
and their guests were able to attend the event this year, in 
spite of the forecast for the day. The 2nd WBA Webinar was 
shot on the day with 3 boats rafted-up for the occasion: Denis 
Songeon’s Daniel Bombigher-designed gaff yacht played the 
‘anchor role’ for the webinar with Ross Gardner’s motor boat 
Bouquet, designed by Ross’s father Wally,  to port, and our 
own Chuck Paine-designed King Billy to starboard. The video 
created from the Webinar will be placed onto You Tube in the 
next few weeks. 

 Bantry Bay in pictures appears in this issue of Scuttlebutt.

March 2021 General Meeting -AGM and Hal 
Harpur Award 2020

The March General Meeting will be conducted via Zoom 
with the topics being the Annual General Meeting (brief) 
followed by the 2020 Hal Harpur Award. Both topics will be 
conducted on the Zoom platform due to ongoing Covid 19 
issues. The Hal Harpur Award will use our standard  format, 
notwithstanding a couple of differences due to Covid 
issues,  with the presentation of nominated projects and the 
announcement of the 2020 winner.
Members are invited to join us for the General Meeting. 
Details for logging into the Zoom meeting are shown below 
and will also be provided in the March E News. There is also a 
link to a tutorial on Zoom for those new to the platform.

Zoom Meeting
Topic: WBA NSW AGM & Hal Harpur Awards
Time: Mar 9, 2021 07:30 PM Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86338759664?pwd=RjdRZ28xYzY
2OTJPVHpXaVN6WldzZz09

Meeting ID: 863 3875 9664
Passcode: 959863
To dial in from a phone, find your local number: https://
us02web.zoom.us/u/kxBnvnQk9

Zoom Tutorial
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-
Joining-a-meeting#:~:text=Go%20to%20join.zoom.
us,client%20to%20join%20the%20meeting.

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

Peter Widders
March 2021

2021 General Meetings 

The Committee has considered a number of options for our 
meetings in 2021. It is likely that meetings will not be able to 
resume until the process of Covid 19 vaccinations has been 
completed.

Sporties Club will be undertaking renovations/refurbishment 
of a number of areas of the Club with the development of a 
new Function Room the most significant feature for the WBA. 
We will have access to this room once the renovations have 
been completed. It will be a dedicated function room which 
will be able to be ‘isolated’ from the other sections of the club: 
a much-improved meeting place for the WBA.

Scuttlebutt Advertising Rates

The Committee has approved new advertising rates for 
Scuttlebutt and the WBA website.

Non-member adverts will be charged at the rate of $50 for 
4 months listing in Scuttlebutt; and $80 for 4 months list in 
Scuttlebutt and the WBA Website.

Member adverts will continue to be free with Members asked 
to consider a $25 payment if an item listed by a Member sells 
through Scuttlebutt or the WBA Website.

Timber Source

2 Committee members have recently purchased timber from 
a source at Toronto, NSW. Peter Mayo has a large collection 
of boatbuilding timbers and has recently sold his premises. 
With 6 months to clear his yard (approx 50 tonnes of timber, 
as well as some machinery), Peter would welcome serious 
enquiries from WBA members. Prices are reasonable and 
species available include: Brazilian Mahogany, Burmese Teak, 
Spruce, Western Red Cedar, Coachwood, Australian White 
Beech and Australian Red Cedar. Other species may also be 
available.

Serious Enquiries: Peter Mayo 0407 290 616     25 Day Street, 
Toronto.

Stay safe and connected until we can meet again.
Peter Widders
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FINALLY BUILDING A 
WOODEN BOAT!
By Malcolm Boyd

For the past 60 years I have had 
many wooden boats of various sizes 
but never have I actually built one! 
Approaching 70 a few years ago I 
decided that it is about time. What 
should I do? 
I could have just built a simple hard 
chine dinghy but no, I took on the 
challenge of building Iain Oughtred’s 
Feather Pram. I have always been 
attracted to his craft and this is a 
nice example (of manageable size). 
I have known of Iain from the early 
60s when I was a Gwen 12 sailor in 
Sydney and he was then National 
Champion of that class.

I decided not to buy a kit but take up 
the challenge of sourcing and fitting 
all of the timbers for it. I was also 
determined to use as much recycled 
timber as possible. I had a collection 
of nice pieces of oak timber from our 
old kitchen from which I have been 
able to put together the bow and 
stern as well as the internal beams, 
thwarts and knees amongst other 
things. 

The skin is of new plywood which 
I obtained from Dave Giddings 
at Drive Marine together with the 
Bote-Cote epoxy glues and finishes. 
Determining the shape of the strakes 
was not easy due to the complex 
curvature of the hull but I eventually 
got there. I have modified the design 
slightly by including a centreboard 
instead of the lee board. I felt that 
this would make it easier to mess 
about sailing! The mast will be built 
using an old spinnaker pole from 
my Folkboat and the rudder is being 
refashioned from a spare rudder 
blade from my old Heavyweight 
Sharpie! I have also found an old sail 
from which I can refashion into the 
lug sail for it. 

Attached are the pictures showing its coming 
together from the moulding I put together from 
some old particle board to the internal finishing 
which is now seeing it close to hitting the water.  
It has been an enjoyable journey and a wonderful 
experience at long last!
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BANTRY BAY RAFT-UP 2021

MV Flemingo was an early arrival for the event.                      

Gino Coia and Monte Christo made it to another 
Bantry Bay event.

Martindale looking a picture.
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King Billy at anchor.Approximately 35 WBA members and Friends 
gathered for the BBQ ashore.

A gaggle of dinghies tied to the Bantry Bay Wharf

Solaris in fine fettle.

Free Spirit and martindale
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THUNDERSTORMS 101
Life & Times of Thunderstorms or ‘How You CAN Avoid 
Them’ - Part One - In the Beginning 

By Ross McLean

Southern Hemisphere Thunderstorms, by and 
large, (in Temperate Zones) come from the 
Southwest and travel to the Northeast. 
Well … that’s about it … Any Questions?
‘Ah … I think some of you may need more 
explanation eh? … Perhaps a bit of science now 
…’

 

Messr. Gaspard Gustave de Coriolis, a 
French chappy, came up with the idea that 
objects travelling on a rotating surface, 
(the earth), would tend to the right or left 
depending on which hemisphere they were 
in. 

THE SCIENCE PART –

 So, in physics we say, ‘Coriolis force is an 
inertial force acting on objects that are 
in motion relative to a rotating reference 

frame.’ Therefore - Coriolis Force caused by the 
earth’s rotation (West to East) is responsible 
for air masses being pulled - Right, (clockwise), 
in the Northern Hemisphere and Left, 
(anticlockwise), in the Southern Hemisphere. 
This action is responsible for the direction air 
flow entering a low-pressure system or leaving a 
high-pressure system. However, when a Cyclone 

crosses the equator, it becomes completely 
unpredictable because it is rotating in the wrong 
direction for its new hemisphere.

The result of all this is that Thunderstorms, 
being acted upon by the Jet Stream and Coriolis 
Force, will tend to move from the Southwest to 
Northeast in Southern Hemisphere Temperate 
Zones. Refer to the Movement and Propagation 
image. It is important not to confuse these 
two aspects. Thunderstorms do NOT travel 
from Southeast to Northwest as some folk 
believe happened in Sydney in 2000. It is an 
impossibility due to the Jet Stream acting on the 
top of Thunderstorms pushing them EAST. 
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FORMATION -  
                                                                                                    
Thunderstorms form from the combination of moist, rapidly 
rising warm air, often helped by a force capable of lifting 
air, such as a warm or cold front, sea breeze or mountain. 
All Thunderstorms contain lightning. Thunderstorms occur 
singly, in clusters or in lines. Thus, it is possible for several 
Thunderstorms to affect one location in the course of just a 
few hours. Some of the most severe weather occurs when a 
single Thunderstorm forms a cluster and continues to affect 
a location for an extended period of time. Example of this is 
the Brisbane Floods. 
How high can Thunderstorms get? Using Mount Wellington 
in Hobart as a reference for this, we can see that they can 
get very high indeed.
 
What are the warning signs that the weather is deteriorating? 
Fractocumulus clouds, ill-defined clouds in the first or last 
stage of condensation and representing the tops of small, 

low atmospheric waves due to rapid winds near the surface 
of the ocean or land; occasionally referred to as scud. 
Fractocumulus looks like unorganized and unstructured 
puffs of cumulus cloud. Dissipating, small convective clouds 
such as cumulus humilis and medicris often transform into 
fractocumulus.

When you can see fractocumulus clouds that are concave 
on the underside, like a Frowny Face, the weather at that 
location is deteriorating, even though you may not be able to 
see it directly overhead. Once the bad weather has passed, 
the clouds will change, and you will see fractocumulus 
clouds with a convex underside, like a Smiley Face. Also 
- keep in mind that Thunderstorms are thousands of feet/
metres high, so they really don’t give a toss what is going 
on at the lower 200 – 300-foot level. Some people will 
argue that Thunderstorms always turn to follow their 
valley, although the valley is just a few hundred feet deep. 
Certainly, something is travelling along the valley, but not 

the Thunderstorm, just squalls 
perhaps or rain bands. 

In the next part we will look at 
the dangers associated with 
Thunderstorms. How many can 
you name? I can think of at least 
four right off the bat, can you? 
See you next time … Rossco  

Ross is a former WBA President 
and has been studying 
Thunderstorms for over 50 years 
and also has an Engineering 
Diploma from UTS.
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The Paynesville Report via 
Deal & Flinders Island
By Chris Dicker 

What a good title that would have been. My nephew, Paul 
finally got the ‘greenish’ light to travel to Victoria, which he 
did loaded with Westwinds’ new life raft and other essentials 
for a sea trip.

We sailed to Lakes Entrance and tied up at Flagstaff Jetty 
where we could hear the southern ocean mixing it with the 
run out tide over the bar. This is the entrance to one of the 
biggest inland waterways in Australia and it is very narrow. 
It can boil. We were to leave the next day but the forecast 
increased from 25 knots to 26, which once upon a time we 
would have thought perfect. Next day we walked over the 
dune to the bar and it was an absolute maelstrom, this even 
with a run in tide. The seals and cormorants were having a 
good and productive time but I would not have enjoyed that 
exodus. We had time so we headed back up the lake and did 
some exploring till the weather and sea became more suit-
able to rusty sailors. Then on the Friday we got news that the 
border between Vic and NSW would be closed at midnight 
due to an outbreak of leprosy so we had to hightail back to 
our mooring and get Paul on his way home or at least across 
the border. Australia would be thrown into even more chaos 
if it did not have borders. It was a disappointing episode all 
round and not without expense and effort. We do pour far 
more expense and effort into far less enjoyable exercises 
than this so all was not lost.

Meantime the wind has been stubbornly south east and 
brisk. The chairs on the back veranda blow away at 26 knots 
and the table follows around 30. Talking of weather and what 
better to talk of, I have seen countless rainbows and even 
a moonbow whilst out at sea but until early this morning I 
have never witnessed a fog bow. A perfect colourless arc left 
momentarily behind as the fog was rapidly burnt off by the 
rising sun.

And then I had a most enjoyable call from the Master of the 
James Graig, who wondered if he could fit his ship through 
the entrance to the lakes here. I was a little surprised that he 
is a member of the WBA as he drives a tin vessel around the 
place and occupies more space than all of us put together. 
The entrance is regularly dredged to 5 or 6 metres but once 
you are in and heading upstream it shallows alarmingly for a 
stretch and then is......less alarming.

Well I am talking of Peter Cole of course and he was really 
just asking for advise for a friend who is delivering a boat 
into the lake. I was and am chuffed that a master mariner 
would call me other than to ask my intentions and to advise 
me to get out of the way.

So Westwind is patiently sitting on her mooring, still fully pro-
visioned and waiting for the next opportunity to head south.
For those of you good people who are horrified that I should 
start a sentence or even a paragraph with ‘And’ or ‘So’, I make 

no excuses or apologies. What’s more, if this computer did 
not check my spelling my article would be almost unread-
able. I was a very good truck driver.

Are the rumours true that Phil Heaney is going to donate his 
new boat to the WBA for auctioning? She really is a strong 
and beautiful creation.

The photos are of Gilli helping provision Westwind for a trip 
she will not partake in. and our four year old Huon pine trees.
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BUY SWAP and SELL
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge for 
3 months and then $20 for another 3 months. Non-members are 
charged $40 with a picture and text. Ads will run for three months 
before they are removed. 
Submissions close on the 21st of each month.
NOTE: Items for free, No Charge. Contact the Editor.

LOOKING FOR

FOR SALE
“CLOVER” a traditional “Snapper Boat” designed by David 
Payne and built by the current owner in 2005-9.
WRC strip planked hull. 10hp Nanni diesel. Felk trailer.

$22 000 ONO -  John Raymond - 0407667691

FOR SALE -

Bronze propellors: 
12”        $130.00
10 3/4”   $90.00
9”         $70.00  

Contact: 
John Wagemans
braeng53@optusnet.com.au
0415031064

OARS NEEDED
I am looking for a pair of 8ft or 9ft oars – mismatched or 
lying around gathering dust to go to a good home. I would be 
happy to pick them up.
Ken Travers
Phone – 0431421864
Email – kensouci@gmail.com

FOR SALE - Onrush is an 18 foot ex Navy Gig. Built from teak 
and converted to a pocket cruiser by Naval Architect Len 
Hedges. He rebuilt the boat from the keel up and glassed in-
side and out. Onrush is gaff rigged, sleeps two in her canvas 
cabin and has many sails, a VIRE engine and comes with the 
stock of spare parts bought from the VIRE company agent, 
when he retired. Moored in Pittwater. $5,500 Ring Cavan 
Lenaghan 0418 404 154

FOR SALE Acorn Skiff ( Designed by Iain Oughtred )
Beautifully crafted with attention to detail & ready to enjoy. 
LOA 13 feet 1 inch, beam 47 inches, depth 17 inches, sail is 
48 sq ft with a sprit rig. Construction is 3/16 glued lap clinker 
plywood, all epoxy sealed & painted. Full sailing rig with 
swing rudder, as new 
sail, mast sprit, oars & 
cast brass rowlocks. 
The new custom 
purpose built fully 
galvanised registered 
trailer is also for sale 
separately ( $1,500).

Price $5,500.00 - 
Contact Stephen Pinn 
- 0404 332 978

LOOKING FOR
Vire 6 or 7 condition not important,  i can fix whatever is 
needed.
contact John 
Wagemans
braeng53@optus-
net.com.au
0415 031 064

l
The purpose of this article is to seek contri-
butions to a new section of Scuttlebutt.

Tools, including hand and power tools, 
are an indispensable part of our work with 
wooden boats.  There are always those 
‘Frankentools’ that have been made to solve 
a particular issue. Re-purposed tools that 
make a s**t job do-able. Kitchen stuff that 
does a job nicely but that you hope your 
partner never spots in your work area. 

‘A Favourite Tool’  seeks articles of about 
200 to 400 words, and a couple of photos, 
describing a tool used in the building, repair, 
maintenance or operation (I immediately 
think of the vice grips doing duty as throt-
tle lever) of wooden boats. But don’t feel 
constrained- Never mind the length, feel the 
quality.

Please consider putting a favourite tool or 2 
forward for this new section. Fame and glory 
await you. 

A FAVOURITE TOOL

Above: Nick Lawther’s collection of ‘tools’.
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Members are able to purchase/order 
items  at a General Meeting or by email 
to the Merchandise Officer, Sally Ostlund, 
(salsonsquarerig@gmail.com)  AND to 
the Treasurer (treasurer@wbansw.asn.
au)

When items are not in stock, they will be 
ordered and advice provided about avail-
ability and delivery costs.

MERCHANDISE

ON THE HORIZON

2021
Tuesday, 9 March – AGM and 2020 Hal Harpur Presentation 
(Via Zoom)
Monday, 15 March – WBA Committee Meeting

2022
4-6 March 2022 – Paynesville Classic Boat Rally

If you aren’t already all across it, the WBA NSW is on social 
media! Our Instagram page has grown to over 500 followers 
since march 2020 and our closed Facebook group is over 200 
members!
we will continue to be active on both platforms to grow our 
reach

https://www.instagram.com/woodenboatassociationofnsw/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/518484732253517 

WBANSW GOES SOCIAL


