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My Favourite Boat:
The Hartley TS 16

by Greg Widders
Read why on page 8
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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

refurbishment program at Sporties Club began in 2020 and
has resulted in a new kitchen and changes to the dining room
area where we had previously held General Meetings and
Committee meetings.
The door and windows to the dining room were removed in
the refurbishment and the room is now open to the general
Bistro and Dining area.

Peter Widders
January 2021
The Year 2020

By the time members receive this issue of Scuttlebutt, 2020
will be over but not forgotten for a long time: a different and
difficult year with vastly changed circumstances affecting us
all. Travel and boat/wood festivals appear to be somewhat
down the track, while we grapple with the vastly different
requirements of our changed circumstances.
At the December Committee meeting, I expressed
appreciation to the Committee for their continuing work
on behalf of members. A number of innovations have been
adopted, including WBA Webinars which join Scuttlebutt,
the E Newsletter and the WBA Website as the 4 ‘arms’ of
our publications. Challenges remain in continuing to seek
to ensure that the WBA continues to meet the needs of
Members. To this end, the Committee will conduct a Survey
of Members in mid-2021 to seek the views and opinions of as
many of our Members as possible.

WBA Annual report and Scuttlebutt Annual

With the WBA Annual General Meeting postponed due to
Covid restrictions, the Committee accepted a proposal
to publish an Annual Report. This was combined with the
Scuttlebutt Annual proposed by the Editor and sent to
members early in the New Year. The combined Annual Report
2020 and Scuttlebutt compilation 2020 will be placed on the
WBA website.

Letter to Members

Included with this issue of Scuttlebutt is a Letter to Members
seeking contributions to the publications of the Wooden
Boat Association. The publications of the WBA continue to
be enhanced through the varied contributions of members
and non-members alike. Articles and submissions for our
publications can take many forms:

I met recently with Club CEO, Brett Gibson, who outlined
the Club’s upcoming refurbishment phase which would see
a Function Room installed in the space where the poker
machines are currently installed. The poker machines are to
be moved to the current Bowls Room, while the dining rooms
will become club offices. The WBA will have access to the
new Function Room, which will have doors to seal the room
from outside noise. In the short term, the WBA Committee will
be able to use the current bowls room for meetings. The Club
expects work to begin around the middle of 2021, once the
development application process has been completed.
At the time of writing, there are no short-term plans for a
return to General Meetings. The Committee will monitor the
approval process in place for such meetings. The current 4 sq
metre restriction for indoor spaces is the main obstacle at the
moment.

An Alternative to Scandi Noir ...and a bit of Travel
in Europe
Those who need some diversion from the Scandi Noir genre
may find some relief in the compilation of the restoration of
Fremad ll.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82yMu4CcFCU
Thanks to member, Peter Smith, who has forwarded some
boat-related links about some interesting canals in Europe.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?app=desktop&v=9n8IxK2974Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop
&index=2&list=PLe9OS0jiMKcJtPxAtx8i0
CNA88vGiFzzR&v=PyavKZcN1t0
Stay safe and connected until we can meet again.
Peter Widders

1.
Articles and photo essays for Scuttlebutt. These
may include boatbuilding updates as well as information
about boat projects, tool tips and techniques and items about
boating destinations.
2.
Links and Information that may be included in the
WBA ‘E’ Newsletter as well as the WBA website.
3.
Proposals and suggestions for Webinars that could
be conducted by the WBA.
The Tasmanian Wooden Boat Guild is one of our reciprocal
organisations: we are pleased to share their publication ‘The
Skeg’ with members and reciprocate by sending Scuttlebutt
each month via email.

WBA Planning 2021

Our planning for 2021 has to take into account a number of
factors, not the least being the situation around Covid 19
restrictions and the availability of an appropriate meeting
place for the WBA general meetings. The multi-stage
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Above: An Arthur Robb- designed 38ft centreboarder: built in Hobart by
Max Creese - 1960. Strip plank King Billy Pine - resorcinol glued.
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A NEW BOARDING LADDER
- FROM BOOKSHELF TO
BOAT
By Peter Widders

Images:
Right: The finished ladder
with its predecessor
alongside.
Below: A ‘mock-up’ of the
new ladder was made
to test concepts for the
project.
Below Right: Mortises
and the first of 4 handholds.

The need for a new boarding ladder for our
Chuck Paine-designed 10 metre cutter became
apparent in April, 2020. When endeavouring to
return to the boat after a quick swim to scrape
the prop, it obvious that the passage of time
meant that the previously serviceable ladder,
with its lowest rung 50mm above the water,
was no longer an option when getting out of the
water.

1.
The height of our boat’s topsides
resulted in changes to the dimensions of the 2
parts of the ladder. This resulted in an increase
in the length of each section to ensure that
the lowest step was below the water when
deployed. The critical part of this process was
to ensure the distance between each step was
manageable. The existing ladder was a good

Having long-admired folding wooden ladders
crafted from teak and mahogany, the search
began in earnest for a ladder design. Issue 84
of Wooden Boat Magazine provide an article by
Sam Manning on the building of such a ladder.
The accompanying plans and illustrations were a
wonderful ‘how-to’ for the whole project.
With hardware on the way, it was time to build a
mock-up of the ladder to make sure the whole
thing was going to work. Pine offcuts were
in plentiful supply to test the modified design
(taking into account the increased freeboard on
our boat) and concepts. The owner of the Paul
Gartside-designed La Vie En Rose generously
responded to my post on the Wooden Boat
Forum with a number of photos of their
ladder: others chimed in with suggestions and
comments.
The question of suitable timber was answered
in the best traditions
of reusing discarded
furniture: in this
instance we had
previously purchased
a bookcase from a
local Lifeline store and
were fortunate to find
another identical unit
in the same store with
a price of $125. The
units were solid teak
with shelves and sides
of 22mm (7/8”) - the
same size called for in
Sam Manning’s plans.
I had not priced teak
for the project, but had
‘guesstimated’ it would
be well north of $800.
There were a number
of challenges in
building the ladder that
were addressed with
the mock-up through
a number of steps and
‘design changes’:
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model. The new ladder also had to fit within the
current ‘gangway’ in the lifelines.
2.
The folding nature of the 2 parts to the
ladder meant that the steps for each section
were ‘matched’ to ensure the 2 steps formed a
flat when in the folded position. There would be
occasions, such as when accessing a dinghy
from the boat, that the ladder would be used in
the folded position.
3.
The construction plan called for
tenons at the end of each step to be installed
into mortises cut in the sides of the ladder and
fastened with screws. I was not confident about
using screws into the end grain of the steps so
chose to use wedged through-tenons glued with
thickened epoxy coloured with teak sanding
dust. Metal fastenings were removed from the
equation and the wedged tenons became a
feature of the ladder.
4.
The mounting plates for the new ladder
became another challenge with the need to
incorporate the ‘feet’ for the existing ladder on
the deck, while the new ladder attachment point
was the railcap.
5.
The 2 pads used to hold the ladder
away from the topsides were given a final
adjustment once the ladder was installed. A
piece of suede on each face will protect the
topside finish.
6.
A single lanyard does duty in a number
of roles: a means to attach the ladder to the
boat; a mechanism for holding the ladder in the
stowed position (with 2 brass hooks and eyes);
holding the ladder in the open position and also
as a retrieval device to return the lower steps to
the stowed position.
The new ladder weighs 6kg and its only ’test’
to date was a success. Some tweaking of the
hold-down line is needed: some builders report
using weights embedded into the lower section
to assist this part of the process. I will persevere
with the lanyard for this function.
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Images:
Above Left: The steps
were given a non-skid
groove cut with a saw
and finished with chisels.
Above Right: Glue-up of
the top section with the
wedged tenons in view.
Middle: The almost-finished ladder.
Below: Mounting pads
installed on the deck and
rail cap.

A BOOK YOU CAN’T PUT
DOWN
Reviewed by
Ross Marchant

Marked for
Misfortune
by Jean Hood
This book is the true story
of the misfortune of 300
souls who were sailing from
England to India in 1792 on
the ship ‘Winterton’, an East
Indian Company ship. One of
the company’s finest ships
with no reason to expect
disaster. They were carrying
100,000 pounds worth of
silver coin being wages for
the company employees.
It follows the life of John
Dale, a 14 year old, who
was on watch the night the
Winterton struck a reef off
the coast of Madagascar.
The book draws you in as
the death toll rises of the
poor souls that endured
tragedy after tragedy. Not
just the loss of life at sea but
of the survivors who made it
to shore to encounter hostile
natives on Madagascar.
Then 6 months of malaria and fever from the
water took its toll. After months of living in a
friendly village it became obvious a rescue would
not come to such an isolated place without
raising the alarm. A small party of six volunteers
were dispatched in the only tiny seaworthy
boat heading to Mozambique on the African
coast to raise the alarm. Even then the isolated
settlement of Sofala could not help. So the party
embarked on a 300 mile overland trek to a larger
port. On the way half of the party died before
the East Indian Company was finally notified
of the disaster.
To make matters worse the
outbreak of war between England and France,
mixed with the America’s allegiance with France
because of the War of Independence, created
many anomalies with ships and privateers.
These events impacted of the now 80 survivors
of the Winterton who were all in terrible physical
condition.
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The survivors were captured by passing warring
navies and split onto two ships one sailing to
India and one to Africa. Through all this the
young John Dale became a Captain in His
Majesty’s Navy, fighting for his life in a number
of maritime engagements. In his later years he
wrote a detailed journal of the misfortunes of
the passengers of the Winterton which became
the backbone to this remarkable book. The
numerous accounts of the lives of survivors
have been researched and included in the story,
many staying in India and others returning to
England with a considerable number dying early
from their ordeal.
A well written and thoroughly researched
account of how a ship wreck in the 1700’s could
be a truly harrowing experience. A great read!!
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MY FAVOURITE DESIGN:
HARTLEY TS 16
By Greg Widders

Right: Doreen Setup on
inspection day prior to
purchase.
Below: Close racing
keeps things interesting at Drummoyne
Sailing club. The handicap system means
even boats over 50
years old can compete

Growing up surrounded by boats I always
dreamed about having my own. Despite being
195cms I’ve always been drawn to small boats.
Boat magazines were plenty when I was a kid, I
rarely read the articles but I spent a lot of hours
looking at the pictures. Day dreams of sailing
off and exploring on a small boat, camping on
beaches, stocking up an esky of food with a tiny
bbq appealed to me as the perfect adventure.
I can’t remember where I first saw a TS16, it
might have been in a small boats magazine, or
an amateur build magazine. But I also remember
seeing someone camping out on their little
TS16 up in broken bay, and the fleet racing from
Drummoyne sailing club each Saturday. Since I
was about 14 or 15 I would talk about wanting to
build my own TS16.
I like the simplicity of the design, it’s a big dinghy,
but there’s a cabin, space for a bed and room
to store some stuff. The risk of boats this size
is often the look is compromised by building in
so much, the TS16 is in my opinion, not a boxy
or ugly boat. The fact that they are homebuilt
appeals, each boat has its own unique finish.
After a few seasons racing on an uncle’s Farr
727 I was keen to build something that I could
race competitively, bigger than a dinghy but
small enough to tow with an average sized car. I
purchased plans for an i550 which is quite a bit
more of a performance boat than a TS16. I had a
planned schedule and budget but when I realised
where the budget and realistic timeline sat had
the thought in the back of my mind that buying
something might be better… A few months after
purchasing the i550 plans I saw Doreen listed for
sale, a 1966 Timber TS16 Hull #74. I made an
offer at the inspection about 1/6th of what the
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i550 would have cost to build if I was watching
every dollar spent very closely.
Bringing the boat home brought my first serious
challenge in trailer control. The trailer needed a
bit of work so I planned to bring the boat back to
my parents’ house for repairs before taking up
a spot at Drummoyne sailing club. The TS16 is
beamy… I had measured the driveway and knew
I had around 600mm of clearance to back down
the drive… If I can stay straight for 15m and
navigate the 20-30 degree turn at the end of the
drive. I picked up the boat from the central coast
one evening after work so by the time I returned
to Sydney it was well and truly dark. Navigating
the driveway would be a task for the morning.
I had backed a trailer a couple of times before
but not in such confined spaces. Needless
to say after completing that first parking job
without any scratched or scrapes I’m a lot more
confident with trailers.
My first impressions of Doreen when I climbed
onboard at home to inspect which little projects
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Above: Heading
downwind with
Whisper poles out.
Below: Racing is
always close with over
10 boats common at
Drummoyne sailing
club on a saturday.
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I wanted to complete before any competitive
sailing I was surprised by how roomy down
below felt. The previous owner had replaced
the deck and cabin so I knew despite the age
of the boat there would not be much work
required. I opted to beef up a few reinforcing
points for rigging and clean up some of the
timber internally. With a lot of assistance
from my dad and uncle the trailer came up
looking good as new. I purchased Doreen
a couple of weeks before getting married
so from purchase to first sail took some
time. Coming back from the honeymoon I
was maybe a touch too eager to get in the
water. We made it to the launching ramp
with gear and crew eager and ready, in my
excitement to get onboard and start rigging,
I didn’t notice that one of the rails on the
trailer had popped out of its bracket which

promptly punched through the plywood hull.
After the obvious disappointment I came to the
conclusion that I now had a pretty good story as
to why I will always prefer wooden boats. The
50mm puncture was repaired in a couple of days
with plywood plates and epoxy with barely any
evidence of the misadventure.
With one season under my belt racing at
Drummoyne sailing club, my renamed TS16
‘Tax Return’ has only increased my liking for
the Hartley design. The sailing is exciting,
there is a risk of capsize, but if you’re cautious
the boat can be sailed comfortably with first
timers as crew. There’s enough room that I
don’t feel like I’m stretching myself out when I
reach shore. Enough ropes to pull to be able to
tweak things and keep the racing interesting.
The fleet at Drummoyne sailing club was very
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welcoming. Prior to purchasing my boat I had
a couple of phone chats with Neil Johnson, the
fleet president, who helped me out with advise
about what to look for on inspection, and what
to inspection from the fleet at Drummoyne in
terms of help and competition. Everything lived
up to expectations with plenty of assistance on
fine tuning my boat, sailing tips and even help
with unwanted second hand gear. I introduced
a number of friends and family to sailing on Tax
return and with a few races under my belt vastly
improved racing performance with a win on
handicap in the first season.
The TS16 is my favourite design for many
reasons but the key for me is there’s stability,
easy trailability, a strong community, cruising
potential and plenty of little projects and things
that can be tinkered with on a shoestring budget.
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With over 1600 boats built there are plenty
around. Some of the second hand boats up for
sale are only for the most serious restorers, but
there are also race winning boats on the market
for under 10k. While favourites change over the
years, the TS16 has been close to the top of my
list for well over a decade now, and I don’t think it
will ever drop far down.

Top: Two of Drumoyne
sailing club’s regular
racers on a downwind
leg

Currently Tax return is ‘moored’ at my parents
place awaiting it’s next adventure while I’m being
entertained at home with a nearly 2 year old to
run around after. I’m sure in a few years I’ll be
back racing, maybe with my daughter as crew.
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The Paynesville Report
By Chris Dicker

Before I forget, may I wish everyone a happy and interesting
new year and a belated merry Christmas.
Westwind is up on the hard as I write for some much needed
TLC although she is not too bad.
She has had a weeping keel bolt for a while and I have finally
decided to fix it. I suppose removing and replacing a keel bolt
and floor timber in a boat is akin to a gall bladder or carpal
tunnel operation. Certainly more than an ingrown toenail.
Luckily Westwind is not a mere mortal or she would have
required days of anaesthetic. It was the very last keel bolt at
the forward end of the keel, which passes through a timber
floor, the timber keel and the lead ballast. There is little
chance of finding anyone to confirm that the original bolts
were steel or iron but I actually had lunch with the chap who
in 1964 replaced them with 1” copper. I removed all but two
during the rebuild and they were like new. I built a new timber
floor but drilling an accurate hole using the existing hole as a
guide was not possible so I had to estimate the angle of the
hole through the floor timber. It would have been a straight
forward job and I have a long auger to re bore the hole but
could not go from underneath. Therein lay the Delamere.
Anyway, after a struggle all the other jobs seem comparatively easy. When rebuilding Westwind I was loath to fasten
the cabin sole down permanently and build furniture on top.
There are hatches in the sole but you could not do what I
have just done without full access. As with the cockpit sole
when the engine was replaced I was able the remove the
entire section above the keel bolt.
A little further along and WW is back in her element and I am
painting the deck, toe rail and rubbing strake on the water.
Well I will do when it stops raining and blowing. We had a
wonderful 40 mm of rain after a long dry spell. Without rain;
without water we will cease.
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The engine, which is the smallest but apparently the most
demanding and relied on part of a sailing boat has also
received some attention. Just the normal servicing and valve
tappet adjustment but also removing the exhaust mixing elbow for a clean out. Carbon and corrosion can build up there
enough to stop your engine entirely. When rebuilding Westwind I had the mad notion of removing the engine altogether
and just going pure. Fortunately I did get over this although
in a perfect world it is how it could be. I admire the people
that have the courage and skill to follow their convictions.
Apart from her routine attention I am preparing the boat for
a foray into Bass Strait, which normally would have been to
the Australian Wooden Boat Festival. This year I hope to visit
Deal Island again and explore parts of Flinders Island that we
have missed. Gilli has volunteered to stay at home. This is
a great pity as she is the only one who knows where everything is stored in the boat. My nephew, Paul will join me and
perhaps one other.
STOP PRESS. It seems
our plans have been
curtailed somewhat
due to an outbreak of
the virus.
Life goes on and
someday soon it will
be strong and good
and reliable again
but the reins are in
our hands. At least in
some ways.
Happy new year from
Chris and Gilli
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WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge for 3 months and
then $20 for another 3 months. Non-members are charged $40 with a picture
and text. Ads will run for three months before they are removed.
Submissions close on the 21st of each month.
NOTE: Items for free, No Charge. Contact the Editor.

BUY SWAP and SELL
FOR SALE
Stunning timber Dingotto 5.1m sailing boat was built new
in 2003, out of the Cantiere Montisola yard in Italy and was
then shipped and imported into Australia after a major refit
in 2017 also done at the Montisola shipyard. The boat is
currently moored in Northbridge, Sydney Harbour.
Price $20,000.00
Massimo Francioni
0458600331

FOR SALE - Beautifully restored boat, varnished topsides,
cove green bottom, original leathered one piece oars, cotton
sails, wooden blocks, oregon mast, red Blaxland pup, bronze
shaft/ propeller/ vortex bilge pump, 2 rudders (one for sailing,
one for motoring). Has been garaged for the last 20 years.
Comes with trailer (needs to be registered) and black cover.
Contact Ben Goh - 0409927338

FOR SALE
Survitec 4-man life
raft in solid container,
2014, regularly serviced but due again,
$500. Ian Smith 0412
039 589

FOR SALE - Onrush is an 18 foot ex Navy Gig. Built from teak
and converted to a pocket cruiser by Naval Architect Len
Hedges. He rebuilt the boat from the keel up and glassed inside and out. Onrush is gaff rigged, sleeps two in her canvas
cabin and has many sails, a VIRE engine and comes with the
stock of spare parts bought from the VIRE company agent,
when he retired. Moored in Pittwater. $5,500 Ring Cavan
Lenaghan 0418 404 154

FOR SALE
1938 classic Wally Ward double-ender. H
 istoric Vessel Reg.
ARHV 000495. Designed on the Metacentric Shelf Theory.
Precursor to the Carmen Class and a string of famous
Swanson double-enders. Professional restoration & engine
re-build. Well maintained and lightly used.
NZ Kauri on spotted gum @ 6” cntrs. $27,000 Ph John for
details 0414 248839.

FOR SALE Acorn Skiff ( Designed by Iain Oughtred )
Beautifully crafted with attention to detail & ready to enjoy.
LOA 13 feet 1 inch, beam 47 inches, depth 17 inches, sail is
48 sq ft with a sprit rig. Construction is 3/16 glued lap clinker
plywood, all epoxy sealed & painted. Full sailing rig with
swing rudder, as new
sail, mast sprit, oars &
cast brass rowlocks.
The new custom
purpose built fully
galvanised registered
trailer is also for sale
separately ( $1,500).
Price $5,500.00 Contact Stephen Pinn
- 0404 332 978

FREE TO A GOOD HOME
The 'Whimbrel' is a 1940, approx 12m long, copper sheathed, wooden hull schooner, with
extensive wooden carving inside (Solomon Islands), sleeps six with a head.
We had been restoring her over the years but after sinking earlier in the year due to a
ferocious storm and laying at the bottom for 2 weeks, she is now sadly in need of total
restoration. She is floating and the bilge pump works, run by solar power.
We are offering her free to a wooden boat enthusiast or a shipwright student wanting to
practice their skills. She is currently moored at Berowra Waters and needs a new home.
Donna Horwood - 0438 436 880

FOR SALE Bronze propellors:
12”
$130.00
10 3/4”
$90.00
9”
$70.00
Contact:
John Wagemans
braeng53@optusnet.com.au
0415031064

LOOKING FOR
OARS NEEDED
I am looking for a pair of 8ft or 9ft oars – mismatched or
lying around gathering dust to go to a good home. I would be
happy to pick them up.
Ken Travers
Phone – 0431421864
Email – kensouci@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR INFORMATION
I am currently undertaking some research on a vessel that
was built in 1978 by James & Brindle. Photo attached is
Ocean Mist. What I have found so far, is a boat named Clean
Mist built in 1973, I have found no other boats built by them.
I’m thinking that perhaps Clean Mist
and Ocean Mist are one of the same. The current owner has
been told that her vessel had been to Tasmania and then to
South Australia where she is currently undergoing a refit. This
information was
documented
for Clean Mist.
Have you any
knowledge
of James &
Brindle.
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LOOKING FOR:
As research for a future
project i’m looking for a
copy of ‘Building Skin on
Frame Boats’ - By Robert
Morris
Peter Widders
0481 583 794
Pwidders@yahoo.com.au

LOOKING FOR INFORMATION
Hello - I am president of the Jervis Bay Maritime Museum
in Huskisson. I was wondering if you may be able to help
us. We have been offered a donation of a 12 foot cedar skiff
called the ‘Accolade’ built by a Mr Vic Hoyle in Jervis Bay in
1951, and sailed by the Lane Cove Yacht Club. We are trying
to find out more information about the builder and the boat.
Mori Flapan’s online register of boats has one built by Vic
Hoyle in Jervis Bay in 1949, but that is the only listing for Vic
Hoyle. Can you help?
Much appreciated,
Michael Sutton 0411 264 786
president@jbmm.asn.au
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MERCHANDISE
Members are able to purchase/order
items at a General Meeting or by email
to the Merchandise Officer, Sally Ostlund,
(salsonsquarerig@gmail.com) AND to
the Treasurer (treasurer@wbansw.asn.
au)
When items are not in stock, they will be
ordered and advice provided about availability and delivery costs.

NEW MEMBERS
David Pursley -Seaforth. Owner of Annie D : a 9.5m
motor sailor.
Malcolm Lambe - Paris/Drummoyne owner of Eos - a
10m Laurent Giles Brittany Class sloop.

WBANSW INSTAGRAM
If you aren’t already all across it, the WBA NSW is on social
media! Our Instagram page has grown to over 500 followers
since march 2020 and our closed Facebook group is over 200
members!
we will continue to be active on both platforms to grow our
reach
https://www.instagram.com/woodenboatassociationofnsw/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/518484732253517

12

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.

