
Scuttlebutt
FEBRUARY 2022

Lara Tyler post lockdown, braves a Tsunami 
warning to launch her new Goat Island Skiff 
- We all know that first dip excitement
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WBA General Meetings

My report on this topic in the January edition of Scuttlebutt suf-
fered from being written (and sent to the printers) in mid-Decem-
ber, 2021. This was done in an attempt to avoid a delay in printing 
and dispatching the January edition. There is often a ‘gremlin’ 
lurking close by in these situations and this one was no different: 
once the Committee had made the decision to cancel the January 
General Meeting, our attention was focussed on getting this infor-
mation to all members.

*See below for an Update on General meetings.

Facebook (Meta) – Friends of Wooden Boat 
Association

Along with the WBA Instagram page, our Facebook group contin-
ues to be an important part of the promotion of the WBA of NSW.

The Facebook Group has 491 ‘Friends’ at the moment: the pro-
cess of joining the group is quite simple.

Once the following 4 rules are accepted (signified by ticking the 
relevant box), an applicant is accepted into the group:

1.  Please caption your photos and name 
 their source;
2.  Be respectful of other members;
3.  Keep posts relevant to WBA NSW interests;
4.  No advertising.

The final rule is important as enables the WBA to limit any adver-
tising to Scuttlebutt and the WBA website. Advertising is Free to 
Members while non- member charges were increased in 2019 to 
$50 for a 4 month advert in Scuttlebutt, and $80 for a Scuttlebutt 
and Website ‘run’.

The revenue from Advertising has been an important aspect of 
the Committee’s management of WBA Finances, particularly in 
Covid times when General Meeting Raffles have not been possi-
ble. Thanks are due to Treasurer, Malcolm Boyd, for his ongoing 
stewardship of WBA finances.

This Month in Scuttlebutt

Member, Lara Tyler, shares the build of her Goat Island Skiff, 
Mare Capra; Photos show a very high quality build and a fitting 
first entry for the 2022 Hal Harpur Award.

Rob Hardy, with the assistance of Barbara Tullett and Mike 
Warner has written an Obituary for Bob Tullett, a long-term WBA 
Member and Secretary, who passed away in November 2021.

Vice President, Nick Lawther, has secured permission from John 
Murray (www.gacooarlocks.com) to publish the article ‘Rowing 
Vs Canoeing’ which also appeared in the Living Boat Trust News-
letter (http:lbt.org.au).

Chris Dicker shares a poignant Paynesville Report with us about 
a stalwart wooden boat builder and restorer and the continuing 
tale of the fate of Curlip.

Alan Williams (Quirky) shares another tale with us.

Our Correspondents are the ‘lifeblood’ of Scuttlebutt each month: 
please consider joining them.

General Meetings and WBA Events

The Committee has decided to cancel the General Meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday 8 February. Restrictions in place until at 
least 28 February include requirements on spacing for indoor 
venues. The Committee has given the ‘green light’ for the Bantry 
Bay Raft-Up to be held on Saturday, 19 February.
Discussions around the Bantry Bay event have mainly focussed 
on the event being an outdoor activity where social distancing 
can be more easily managed.

Thank you to our Members for the ongoing patience and support 
as we navigate these difficult times. Thanks also to our Guest 
Speakers Ian Smith (January) and Mark Pearse (February) for 
their support of the Committee’s decisions and attempts to 
reschedule presentations.

Keep safe and connected until we can meet again.
Peter Widders

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
February 2022

WBA General Meetings and Events

Tuesday, 8 February – General Meeting CANCELLED
Saturday, 19 February – Bantry Bay Raft-Up PROCEEDING
Tuesday, 8 March –  PROCEEDING
Annual General Meeting and 2021 Hal Harpur Award

The 2020 Award to the Crew of Jervis Bay Maritime Museum saw 
the last of 18 plates filled on the Hal Harpur Award. Committee 
deliberations took place in 2021 and ranged over a number of 
options with opinions canvassed across a range of Members.

The approved design was for a new board that would incorporate 
the original artwork by Ian Hansen, the 18 plates dating from 
2001 and a number of 
new plates to take the 
Award into the future.

The new board will also 
include the history of the 
Award on the reverse 
side.

The Hal Harpur Award for 
2021 will be presented 
at the Tuesday, 8 March 
2022 General Meeting 
of the WBA at Dundas 
Sports Club. This meet-
ing will also be the 2021 
Annual General meeting 
of the WBA.

The new board (shown 
right) will be unveiled at 
the next General Meeting 
of the WBA.  

The Hal Harpur Award – 
Time for a New Board



4Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.

I have what yachties call a ‘stinkboat’ heritage so I 
am intimidated by mast stays and dealing with more 
than 2 ropes on a boat. The GIS is powered by a 
balanced lug sail and has sleek lines. This took care 
of my rope phobia and allowed me to incorporate a 
Chris-Craft looking breasthook.

I wish I had joined the GIS Facebook group before 
going 3D as I would have learned of more efficient 
ways to assemble the sides on the frames. Never-

theless, I enticed a couple of friends with a succu-
lent dinner and the opportunity to help with some 
boatbuilding. In theory the guests would help me 
assemble while my husband James cooked up beer 
can chickens in his newly constructed pizza oven. 
What could go wrong?

For a start I underestimated the tension in bending 6 
mm ply around the stem and frames. Ben and Brett 
held the sides while I drilled screws through pads to 
secure them to the frames (Stem attachment photo). 
The bulkheads would slip out of place when I missed 
the frame with the drill bit. We would secure a bulk-
head only to find it was not aligned. When everything 
did seem aligned the wood creaked making us think 
it had split.

As we worked our way down to the transom a great 
amount of tension built up and not just in the wood! 
Furthermore, all the realignment put us an hour past 
dinner time and the chicken was getting dry. I credit 
my husband for his shockproof patience and percep-
tion. He rescued the chickens by topping up the beer 
cans and came into the garage to lend a hand. So 
now Ben and Brett strained to bend the sides, James 
held the transom in position while I fumbled with 
drill bit changes. The dog contributed his form of 
support too and a succulent chicken dinner was had 
by all (Transom fit photo).

Steam bending wood did not work for me. Recall 
the scene in Alien: Resurrection where Ripley 8 
discovers the laboratory where she was cloned? My 
attempts at wood bending look like Ripleys 1 to 7. 
However, I developed a process that allowed me to 
cap the ply edge on the middle seat and curve the 
inwales around the bow and transom knees (Middle 
seat and knees photo).

Another convention I did not follow was the applica-
tion of Aquacote paint. Those who have inspected 
the paintwork ask if I sprayed it on. I don’t have a 
spray gun but I use a combination of foam roller and 
foam brush. The roller for pigmented paint and the 
brush for clear. A bone, dry roller or brush is used for 
each coat (Launch day photo shown left and cover).

BUILDING THE GOAT 
ISLAND SKIFF
By Lara Tyler
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I will never forget launch day. After waiting days for 
the weather to clear, I had to isolate because I was a 
household contact. The first day out of isolation was 
that tsunami warning day. I ignored it.

 Mare Capra is Latin for Sea Goat.
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Long standing WBANSW member Bob Tullett sadly 
passed away after a short illness in September 
2021. Bob always had an interest in boats and the 
sea and had been a boat owner for a long time.  Bob 
and his wife, Barbara had just moved into their new 
home in Newport NSW when there was a knock 
on their front door.  It was Hal Harpur. There was a 
painting of Australia II on the wall near to the front 
door which Hal noticed and asked if they had an in-
terest in boating and yachting. They replied that they 
did and in fact were owners of a timber yacht. A long 
and close friendship developed as a result of meet-
ing Hal that day. Hal mentioned that there was to be 
a wooden boat festival held shortly at River Quays 
and he invited Bob and Barbara to come along. The 
year was 1991.

John Wood was the owner of River Quays Marina, 
Mortlake on the Parramatta River and he had decid-
ed to organize a festival for wooden boat owners 
at the marina over a weekend.  The weekend was 
a success, and from that success, the Wooden 
Boat Assn of NSW was formed to foster an inter-

BOB TULLET

est in wooden boats.  Bob and Barbara Tullett both 
became members.

The Tulletts became strong supporters of the 
Association.  Bob became a long term committee 
member and Secretary. Bob worked hard for the 
success of the Association, organizing activities 
including terrific members dinners onboard the old 
Manly ferry, South Steyne. 

Living on the northern beaches, it wasn’t long before 
Bob and Barbara were arranging a calendar of on 
water activities for WBA members, including yacht 
races, regular get togethers and picnics. They orga-
nized Australia Day Regattas for members on Pittwa-
ter, which concluded with Barbara’s homemade 
soup being served ashore at Lovett Bay.  A number 
of yacht races ended up with a BBQ ashore at the 
boatshed in Lovett Bay. There were 8 to 10 regular 
starters in the yacht races. Long standing friend-

ABOVE: Bob working on the 
restoration of the vessel “One 
Day” with Mike Warner. 

BELOW: Bob and Barbara at the 
WBA Summer Solstice dinner 
aboard the South Steyne

FACING PAGE: 

TOP: One of the many articles 
written by Bob for Scuttlebutt. 
This one appeared in July 2006

BELOW: Fairie
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ships were started through these gatherings, 
races and bbqs on Pittwater, which included 
Hal Harpur, Lars Frostell, Andy Bluett and Brian 
Hunter. Bob regularly wrote articles for Scut-
tlebutt, usually under the heading of “Pittwater 
news and views”
Bob and Barbara decided in 1998 to purchase 
an old and tired 29 ‘ timber yacht “Faerie”, think-
ing that it wouldn’t take much to get it back into 
shape. They soon discovered, as many of us do, 
that more work was required than they imag-
ined. Faerie was loaded on to a truck and moved 
to a large shed at Bilpin.
Every weekend for three years, Bob and Barbara 
travelled from Newport to Bilpin with a car filled 
with tools and materials in what ended up in be-
ing a total rebuild.  They very soon realized how 
cold camping in a metal shed in Bilpin could 
be in winter !  Nevertheless, they continued, to 
complete their dream.  This, they did, and it was 
a very proud day when Faerie was finally back in 
the waters of Pittwater.  Faerie had never looked 
so good.  They were thrilled with their new boat 
which attracted a lot of admirers.

The effort and result was so good that Bob and 
Barbara Tullett won the initial Hal Harpur Award 
in 2002.

They were so pleased when they could use the 
boat which they did every weekend.  When they 
could, they would spend many weekends aboard 
in Pittwater and ‘around the corner’ in the 
bays of Cowan Creek. Often, they would enjoy 
weekends away with Lars and Helen Frostell, in 
their timber yacht ‘Asterisk’, built by Lars. Faerie 
became a regular entry in the annual Timber 
Boat Festivals at RMYC Newport.
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The Tulletts sailed Faerie, on many occasions, down 
to Bantry Bay on the Harbour to take part in many 
wonderful weekend raft ups.  They both attended the 
‘Old Time Dance ‘ weekend, the highly successful 
Christmas in July weekend in conjunction with the 
Sydney Heritage Fleet (Barbara was Santa !) , the 
African Queen movie night organized by Peter and 
Gail Smith which attracted over 70 members and 
their friends, and other combined weekends with the 
Sydney Heritage Fleet.
Bob acted as a judge for three years in the annual 
Hal Harpur Award .

After retirement, they moved to Lake Macquarie in 
2010 and sold their beloved Faerie, realizing that 
they would not be using her so much.  It wasn’t long 
before Bob returned to his interest in boats, helping 
others in their boat building projects.  He spent two 
years working with our son, David, in restoring his 
yacht.

He became the starter for the South Lake Macquarie 
Amateur Sailing Club for many years.
Bob became very involved in the complete rebuilding 
and restoration of a 16 ft open launch with Mike 
Warner.  He worked on this boat every Tuesday for 
more than two years. This project has now been fin-
ished and has been entered in this year’s Hal Harpur 
Award.  I understand that the nomination is in the 
names of “The late Bob Tullett and Mike Warner”
We have been WBA members since 1999 and have 
become close friends of Bob and Barbara, particu-

ABOVE: On the Bellinger River. 
Bob and Barbara did several 
trips with us. They became 
totally involved in all aspects of 
these trips.

We are good friends with a boat builder who lives on 
Raymond Island; Johno. He is 75 or 76 years young 
and has been doing up a boat for himself between 
other jobs. Johno and I have worked together on a 
couple of boats and he always volunteers for for the 
roughest end of the stick.

I am becoming concerned about the increasing 
layers of dust in my shed that have found their 
way into every corner and covered everything from 
ground level to the 4.6 meter apex. The minute you 
enter that shed you are breathing in dust. My next 
job on Rosherville is to remove the antifouling below 
the waterline and to fair off the topsides. Being a 
clinker there is only so much the vacuum will extract. 
I suppose I am becoming a bit of a wuss.

The reason I mentioned Johno is that I dropped in 
on him the other day when he was working on a boat 
at the local slip. He was doing a thorough sanding 
job underneath a large motor sailor. He did have a 
mask on but I am sure it is the same mask he has 
worn for weeks but no glasses or goggles. A coal 
miner would have hugged him..... or perhaps not. 
He has been working this way all his life except the 
mask is a fairly new precaution. Our lungs are the 
most amazing things but when they pack it in we are 
in trouble.

I plug my sander into a vacuum whenever I can and 
if things are all in your favour you can sand almost 
dust free. If you are horizontal under a boat sanding 
antifouling directly above you need all the help you 
can get. It should be banned.

THE PAYNESVILLE REPORT
By Chris Dicker

larly after their move to Lake Macquarie.  We have 
been out many times on the water (in timber boats, 
of course!)  with them and we have had many meals 
together.  A great friendship which has come from 
us both being members of the WBA.

The Association has lost a strong supporter and 
contributor, in the death of Bob Tullett.

Rob Hardy
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On sanders; I had been sanding Roshervilles bottom 
with a disc sander but it is very aggressive and you 
get full dust. My $830 dual action Festool is still 
working but it had lost it’s aggressive action mode. 
It has been a great tool and done a million miles, I 
loaned it to someone and got it back with shattered 
gears and bearings, had it repaired at great cost 
but they did a lousy job which failed soon after. I 
needed a sander so bought a Makita, which has 
been ok but without the dual action. Sorry about all 
the dollars; to replace the Festool now costs $1135, 
meantime Makita has come up with a dual action 
sander for much less than half that price. I drove 
all over Bairnsdale yesterday looking for one to 
buy but to no avail. Came home empty handed and 
even thought of just biting the bullet and buying the 
Festool like a rich person would do. By this stage 
I had nothing to loose just pulling the old Festool 
apart and seeing for myself what the highly trained 
technician did. To cut an already long story short, 
in an hour and a half I had the old sander working 
perfectly on both actions. It was like having an old 
friend back. There are doctors and there are doctors.

A quick up date on the Curlip. She has had a sub-
stantial steel cradle made for her at the expense 
of the council (you and me) The Curlip has been 
stripped down to about 40 tons and looks like an old 
wooden hulk, They have spared nothing on the cra-
dle, which weighs 9 tons. They had a large crane on 
site a few days ago to lift the final part of the cradle 
on but found that the aft coach house had grown 
since the engineer took his (or her) measurements 
so had to destroy more of the boat. There has been 
some public pressure into curtailing the demise of 
this once interesting and workable replica that would 
have plied the lakes and rivers in the old days and 

she would have been an absolute gem. The council 
now owns her and next week she will be moved to a 
new site pending further interest. Unfortunately the 
new site is at the Bairnsdale landfill...the tip. I don’t 
know too many boats called Fiasco but this one fits 
the bill.

The Curlip is only about 15 years old.
Thank you to the editor and all the people that make 
this publication possible.

Keep yer chin up, there is a light at the end of the 
tunnel and I have been assured it is not the 7.04
out of Newcastle as the driver has not turned up for 
work.
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One of the delights of writing these notes for publica-
tion is the feedback and contact from readers .Brenda 
Mentz wrote to remind me about the Naivasha Sailing 
Club’s extraordinary rule that if a hippo should surface 
ahead during a race, you called ‘water’ so that the 
windward boats would make room….Which reminds 
Quirky of a quite uplifting experience on the lake.   
The office manager of the Nairobi practice which I 
had joined was a delightful but strict Mrs. T. Her 25 
year old niece, a research scientist in London, was 
coming out to a medical conference in Kampala.  She 
and her husband were taking her on a brief safari. 
Would I be able to meet them at their hotel on the last 
day?  Take the niece for a drive in the MG and maybe 
a sail? 

 “But only if you have the windscreen on and buoy-
ancy bags.” Insisted Mrs. T after hearing of my last 
debacle. Yep, I even had life jackets, tied on bailers 
and a 3 hp outboard for getting out of trouble”.
 I roared towards the hotel in the freshly polished 
MGA and gave a showy change down to let them 
know I was coming. It promptly blew the silencer box 
out of the exhaust system which overtook me rolling 
down the hill…. Towards the bottom of the Rift Valley. 
I leaped out and chased it; I finally caught up with it 

and grabbed it. Do you know how hot these things 
can get?

 I dropped it and let out every curse I had ever heard. 
Right in front of the hotel balcony where the startled 
trio awaited me...

Only the niece thought this was hilarious. She was 
unlike the primped and hair sprayed pond life of the 
typing pools. Like her aunt, she looked so plainly … 
respectable. Imagine actress Anna Massey when 
young.  She spoke with a cultured contralto that I 
hadn’t heard live… just on BBC classy radio plays.
  I had met few people more enthused with life and 
living than she. During the drive to the lake in brilliant 
sunshine she talked constantly above the exhaust 
noise,   thrilled by the sights she had seen in East 
Africa, her work at the lab and life in general. 

 She helped me rig and launch the Enterprise and we 
sailed out to a gentle breeze. She gushed of the ex-
citement of living in Swinging sixties London, a place 
that was about 5,000 miles from the sleepy village of 
Nairobi and as many light years away... No, not just 
the music and fashions, I really should see the latest 
exhibition at the Tate…she shared this darling flat 
with three really super other girls…

MOON OVER NAIVASHA
By Quirky
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When she came up for air I mentioned I was consid-
ering a quick trip to London. If I could get there and 
pass the architects ‘structures’ exam in December, 
it could save six months off getting qualified. But 
the return air fare was 365 pounds, or two month’s 
salary. Today, 55 years later, you can do it for less.
Listening to her voice was like lying in warm Golden 
Syrup. I gradually became aware that the wind had 
died and we sat in a secluded arm of Naivasha. I 
offered to fire up the outboard. No, she said, I will be 
back in my lab tomorrow morning. Let’s get some 
sun. The top and shorts were peeled off to reveal 
a surprisingly revealing blue bikini and bone white 
skin.

 “I remember that the schistosomes in this lake can-
not transfer their miracidium larvae to host snails as 
the phosphorous content inhibits the growth of the 
snail. So without them, there’s no Bilharzia. So it is 
safe to swim here?”

“Er, well, yes. I met a hippo last year but he seemed 
very placid”

 Then she flipped backwards over the side. I was al-
ready in my swimmers and joined her in the refresh-
ingly cool water. She swam around to the landward 
side and suddenly called out.
“Have you ever been skinny dipping?”
 “Well, er….” (Yes, but I really didn’t think you were 
that sort of girl.)
 “It is soooo exhilarating. You should try it.”And she 
twirled her bikini aloft. Well of course, a chap has to 
dress appropriately to the company so looped my 
swimmers over my elbow.

‘”You said it was about 20 feet deep. It can’t be. I’ve 
just touched the bottom with my toe.”

 There was a split second for this to sink in, just as 
it has with you, before we hurled ourselves towards 
the Enterprise. It must have looked like something 
out of an Arthurian legend: as the niece grabbed the 
gunwale to haul herself aboard, I gave her a boost 
which pushed me under……….. So there was this 
arm rising out of the lake, hoisting her on the only 
handhold available. Some US boaters might call her 
Starboard fantail…

 I was aboard a nano second later and we were 
sprawled in the boat in a slithering tangle of wet 
flesh, side by side, end for end, chastely scrutinizing 
each other’s toe nails. The niece covered her dignity 
with a handful of mainsail. There was movement in 
the water between us and the shore and just visible 
among developing cats paws… bobbed the retreating 
eyes and nostrils of a hippo.

I leapt to the outboard which amazingly started at 
the first pull and we headed for open water. Only 
then was there time to grab a towel for a bit of retro-
grade modesty.

“Don’t worry.” said the honeyed voice embalmed 
in one of auntie’s towels. “It looked as if you were 
wearing white swimmers”.

She flew out that evening.  

 Half a century later, I still can’t believe it happened.
 In those days on the lake, as Brenda’s letter shows, 
Hippo were considered just an occasional naviga-

tional nuisance. But they are killers. There have been 
several fatalities around the lake; mainly overseas 
tourists who think the hippo are extras in The Jungle 
Book and work for Disney. In Uganda, I later saw the 
remains of a territorial duel where a hippo, fatally 
gored by a rhino, bit through his opponent’s spine. 
By the end of the day, they looked like two massive 
toast racks sitting in the Nile. 
I didn’t hear from her directly. She seemed to enjoy 
in sending messages through her very straight laced 
aunt.

 “I’ve just received this aerogram’ beamed Mrs. T a 
week later.” She said to thank you for such a relaxing 
day out on the lake. There was so much to see. It 
was quite uplifting. You must definitely sit that exam 
in London in December and you are to stay at her 
flat.”  Smiling at her matchmaking skills she added “I 
think she wants to see more of you”.

If only you knew, Auntie……….. There is no more to 
see…. 
What would you do? Well of course I went to Lon-
don.  

 No dear reader, this was real life and not a TV rom 
com. After a sleepless night on a VC10, I spent an-
other one in her freezing bunk bedded flat, jammed 
with shift working nurses and stalactites of their wet 
laundry, on lumpiest sofa in London. Then failed the 
exam despite the invigilator waking me up before 
the end. 

She spent the night at her boy friend’s…
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Rowboats and canoes.
A view of Sydney harbor recorded in 1805 shows 
many Aboriginals fishing and cooking in their ca-
noes. The canoes were generally made from large 
bark cuttings tied at each end and spread in the 
middle by a spar. A hundred years later the scene 
was tragically replaced by what the Aboriginals call 
invaders. It is interesting to note that the simple 
canoe has now been replaced by the more complex 
rowing boat. The most obvious difference is the 

number of people carried. Most of the canoes carry 
one person while the nearest carries two adults and 
one child. The minimum carried in the rowing boats 
on the other hand is two while one in the top right 
appears to be carrying seven. The rowing boat has 
the function of carting passengers while the canoe 
is used mainly as a fishing vessel. The rowing boat 
with its wider beam and better use of the strong 
back and stomach muscles for propulsion, has 
replaced the canoe. Notice as well that the nearer 

rowboat seems to have heavily spooned oar. A lot 
of care and workmanship has gone into its design 
and it would not be a cheap boat.

Today however we can see that fashion has 
changed for obvious reasons. The canoe and the 
rowboat have both been displaced by the kayak. 
We started with the canoe used for fishing, the 
rowboat was for transport, leisure and no doubt 
fishing as well. The rowboat would for instance 
have been used to transport commuters across 
the harbor before the advent of the bridge. In my 
youth around the nineteen fifties the rowboat 
was the most commonly available hire boat. The 
Kayak on the other hand is primarily a leisure and 
exercise vessel and there are several agencies 
that hire out kayaks on the harbor and very few 
that hire out rowing boats.

[IMAGE OVER PAGE] - A typical 16’workboat built 
in 1932. The decorative back rest and low ratio of 
passenger seats to oarsmen suggest the pas-

ABOVE:: Sydney Harbor (Port 
Jackson) in about 1880 

BELOW: Aboriginal canoes in Port 
Jackson

ROWING VS CANOEING
By John Murray
Originaly published by the living boat trust
www.gacooarlocks.com
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sengers would be rather well off. It was made of 
Australian red cedar finished off with linseed oil and 
most likely stayed in the water to prevent the planks 
from shrinking and then leaking. Note the properly 
engineered oarlock where the horn revolves around 
the greased pin. The only problem should be in 
rolling the boat over putting strain on the rowlock 
but this type of boat remained in the water most of 
the time. Of course, the major disadvantage of the 
ordinary rowing
boat is expressed in David O’Dempsey’s delightful 
little poem:

The Forward-Looking Oarsman

An exponent of front-looking rowin’, when asked by 
onlookers unknowin’, explains with a grin
that it really suits him,
‘cos he likes to see where he is goin’!

Sure, it’s not quite the way oars are seen - articulated 
and facing aft of beam. But with standard oars the 
view that confronts you anew
is of everywhere you have just been!

So, despite the occasional stare,
like all thinking people who care
he likes to see -
just what confronts he;
at each bend, at each snag – everywhere.

Do you walk backwards in life he exclaims? It would 
be silly and daft he explains! Why not be like me!
He announces with glee –
I always arrive - where I aims!

David comments about forward rowing: “Forward 
rowing system has been around in various forms for 
at least 180 years, it is a practical and proven meth-
od. I suppose that over the past 7 or 8 years with the 
set I have done hundreds of kilometres, and is good 
for hundreds more (not sure about me ‘tho!).” David 
has not used his in rough seas so I cannot report on 
the seaworthiness of this device.

One is tempted to ask if the kayak would be at all 
popular if the paddler needed to paddle backwards 
while the rower faced forwards. It would likely result 
in many more rowing boats on the harbour. However, 
if we examine the kayak more closely, we can see 
that it has many disadvantages. The major being 
that it’s carrying capacity is limited to one. This 
means that the kayak can be built lighter and cheap-
er. The rowing boat however has a wider beam and 
much larger carrying capacity and it might be argued 
that it has a greater margin of safety. The Australian 
coroner’s report summarises the issue as follows:

“I welcome the Coroners Court report that examined 
data from July 2000 to June 2016 and found that, of 
107 recreational boater deaths, 19 were paddlers.” 

It can be very difficult to turn a canoe around in a 
strong breeze and I can remember our PD teacher 
(where I taught) explain that he was crying in fear 
as he was being blown out to sea in his surf ski but 
finally reversed course in a lull. My brother had a 
similar problem in a hired canoe and had to be res-
cued and there is a “Heartbreaking video showing a 
stranded kayaker’s final moments.” where it appears 
a kayaker experienced precisely this problem. I have 

researched this issue and have not found advice on 
how to deal with it. As well, being tired and wet in the 
narrow hull of a kayak can be dangerous in a strong 
wind. However, if you listen to the weather report 
and have the right safety gear and an emergency 
locating device and warm clothes etc. safety prob-
lems should be ameliorated. I have been carelessly 
caught by a gale in my Herreshoff dory and survived 
(story “bad timing” www.gacooarlocks.com), so I 
issue the warning from experience. The canoe or 
kayak comes into its own, particularly in narrow 
creeks where its narrow paddle span and forward 
view makes for easy
and pleasant navigation.

For ten years I lived on Dangar Is. In the Hawkesbury 
river. During that time, I began building a fibreglass 
version of the Herreshoff rowboat. Over the years 
I have built over 40, mainly for commuters on the 
Island, the canoe being unsuitable for this purpose. 
We race around the Island every Easter Sunday and 
to qualify the boat must be able to carry two passen-
gers and a load of groceries. Naturally few canoes 
would be suitable for this task. Over time I have 
made the following improvements. 

1. Reduced dory weight to 27Kg (60lbs.) by:

a. Using the very light 
western red cedar on 
the gunwales.

b. Using foam plastic 
sandwich to stiffen the 
flat bottom.

c. Limiting the side 
layup to 1 1/2oz. 
chopped strand matt/
vinyl ester resin which 
is very flexible and has 
stood the test of time. 
The curved hull sides 
compensate for the 
light layup in the same 
way that an egg gets its 
strength from its shape.

d. finishing with peel ply 
to consolidate the layup.

e. Replacing the heavy 
gel coat with epoxy 
undercoat and polyure-

LEFT: A Typical 16ft work-
boart built in 1932

BELOW: Kayaks under the 
Harbor bridge, Opera house 
beyond. 
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thane top coat.

f. One dory was reduced to 20Kg. using carbon 
fibre. This last is expensive and a bit tricky to work 
with.

2. Designing and manufacturing the Gaco oarlock. 
This limits friction does not corrode and has very 
limited wear.

3. Designing and manufacturing the Gaco turbo oar. 
Improves the efficiency of the rowing stroke.

[IMAGE RIGHT] Compare the flat blade oar with the 
conventional spoon oar and the carbon fibre turbo 
oar. The shape of the first two is largely dictated by 
the material used.

4. Designing and making the Gaco foreview mirror. 
Helps avoid obstacles but is like reversing a car by 
mirror.

5. Designing and making the Gaco dory dolly. 
Makes it possible to maneuver and load the dory 
without help.

So, if we want to make our beautiful rowboats more 
popular we will have to compete on our strength 
and mitigate our weaknesses. Some in the rowing 
community have designed some excellent forward 
rowing devices but the expense and greater com-
plexity have limited their popularity. Then we have 
the matter of weight. Many of the popular kayaks 
are made out of high-density polyethylene. Since 
it is not reinforced with glass is needs to be thick-
er and heavier, and incidentally is very rugged but 
can weigh over 20 kg. A passerby complained that 
his fishing kayak was too heavy at 32kg (70lbs) A 
carbon fiber dory can weigh 20kg but will be at least 
twice the cost. However, most makers should be 
able to keep the weight of the rowboat to less than 
30kg.(66lbs). Since a dory can be handled one end 
at a time using a dolly and lifting one end onto a 
cartop, then the handling weight is reduced to an 
acceptable 15kg (33lbs.)

I used to suffer bad backs as a young fella. One day 
the surfboat rowers at my surf club were one short 
and demanded I join for a row in spite of my bad 
back. After over an hour of rowing my bad back was 
gone. That was a real eye opener. Rowing means 
I have not had a bad back since, even though I am 
eighty and many of my contemporaries have lower 
back pain and sciatica. It is one of the reasons I 
love the rowing stroke it is such a beautiful way of 
strengthening the back and stomach muscles that 
are the mainstays of the backbone preventing back 
troubles. 

The rowboat will always cost more than the kayak 
but then it is twice the boat and has over twice the 
carrying capacity and is arguably more seaworthy. 
Furthermore, it is much easier to board a yacht from 
a rowboat than a kayak. It is horses for courses 
and may we all get out on the water. I would like 
to suggest two alternatives to acquiring a rowboat 
for a reasonable price. Transport of a completed 
rowboat can be horrendously expensive. So much 
so that for out of state orders I was forced to deliver 
it myself. In that case I would charge for the petrol 
to deliver the dory and holiday with my wife at the 
point of delivery. But why not have one club build a 
mould and allow other clubs to copy it. Believe it or 

not most people love building their own boats. An-
other alternative is to build a plywood kit boat readily 
available on the internet. If you use 3 ply and design 
for its one-way stiffness you can make a very light 
boat. I do however recommend laying vinyl ester 
reinforced with 4-ounce cloth over the boat for water 
proofing strength and protection.

One final point. I have observed on the water and in 
print that most rowers do not pay enough attention 
to the quality of their oars and nor do they take a 
long enough rowing stroke. If your rowing stroke 
does not cover a greater distance than the length 
of your boat, either your oar or stroke is at fault. 
Many rowers choose oars that are clumsy or merely 
aesthetic and do not pay enough attention to their 
efficiency and ease of use. Please remember your 
oars and their set-up are the most important part 
of your boat. In relation to this matter I can report 
that my 5.25m rowboat moves through 6 meters 
with each stroke. You will need to measure such a 
property over a measured distance. Ca va.

Only the Gaco oarlocks and the turbo blade (attach-
es to shaft design of which is at www.gacooarlocks.
com) are available outside Australia.

ABOVE: The 20kg. carbon fibre 
dory (foot stretcher hanging 
down). 
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FOR SALE Modified 14 ft 6 inch 
Bolger Catboat – built by owner 
: 2000.  West epoxy. Gaff main 
loose footed. Heavy and very 
stable with reserve buoyancy in 
topsides. Performs well with six 
on board.  
Price includes registered trailer 
and various items of equipment 
including anchor. 
Michael Baker - 0435021261  
- $4500

BUY 
SWAP 

SELL
WBA may place a non-commercial ad free of charge for 4 months. The ad will also be 
placed on the WBA Website for 4 months. 
Members are asked to consider a $25 donation to the WBA on their sale of an item. 
Non-members are charged $50 for a print-only ad (picture + text) and $80 for print + 
website. Please advise the Editor if an item is sold. 
NOTE: Free items – no charge – contact the Editor.

FOR SALE Wooden mast appx 10.5 m long, Varnished VGC $6500 
18 hp Yanmar engine recon, running, $3500 
1938 copper charcoal cabin heating stove, $750 
1938 Simson Lawrence windlass working, $500 
CQR Anchor, $200 
Solar panel FREE 
Original Cotton Sails/other usable sails main, jib, $200 
Wooden Boom appx 3.7 long, Varnished VGC ,$2000 
Maxi Stove, $500 
Timber blocks, cleats, appx 10 , $450 the lot 
Brass porthole, 8, $2000 the lot 
OR NEAR OFFER 
Tony ~ 0416 061212 
Sorry will not separate

FOR SALE 5 metre twin cockpit wooden runabout.  Originally built 
with Hamilton jet propulsion but now being converted to con-
ven-tional propeller drive using Dodge 6 engine.  Conversion about 
90% complete.  Can be inspected at a Northern Beaches address. 
Price:  $25,000   -  Contact:   Gordon   -   0414 826 240

FOR SALE - Old River boat purchased from Spencer, NSW. The 
boat is described as typical of the counter stern and straight 
stem of the early1900s (Built 1907) The boat is constructed of 
New Zealand Kauri and the hull was originally copper sheathed. 
Incomplete conversion to a cabin, sail and motor vessel.
The boat is untrailered and we are asking $2000 but this price
is negotiable. The boat is located in North-West Sydney.
Contact -Janet Robinson
Mobile – 0416 546 275

FOR SALE Kermit 25 foot Classic Strip Planked Yacht Copper 
roved ribs, very strong, pretty, very seaworthy and quick. Loved by 
present owner. Plenty of sails. 9hp Nanni diesel, restoration 2018. 
Designed by Hakker of NZ and launched in 1974. Construction is 
Talzali and Sil-ver Silkwood strip planked, edge nailed, glued and 
dynel sheathed. The lead ballast is 1,840lbs Below decks there is 
a 2 galley stove and 4 bunks - $25,000 neg. Ph 02 9523 6841 or 
0407 742 232

FOR SALE  This Chapman Motor Launch, Half Cabin Deluxe 
model was built in the 1930’s by Hunt Marine in Blakehurst NSW 
and fitted with a twin cylinder Blaxland. It was used as a “Gentle-
man’s” craft before being purchased by Stannards as a work boat 
sometime after WW2. Fully retored boat and motor. Price $12,000 
ono rodneyhollitt@gmail.com - 0419818667

LOOKING
FOR

LOOKING FOR - A Cowl Vent. The cowl vent has a 58mm base 
opening and 120mm at the top. The dress ring is 156mm inside 
and 220 mm outside.. just need one of each. Can buy a complete 
porthole if they don’t want to separate the parts. 
Phil Heaney 
0415718435

‘SYNDICATE’ PROPOSAL WBA Member, David Malone, is looking 
for members (no cost involved) to join him in sailing his 36ft 
Tasman Seabird ‘Carousel’. Syndicate Members would be able to 
sail with David on his yacht, while David and his co-owner meet 
all costs associated with the project. There is also the prospect 
of members sailing the yacht on their own: David is keen to see 
the yacht sailed and loved. A mooring in Burns Bay is close to a 
jetty with dinghy storage nearby. Call David for more information: 
0418 440 828

LOOKING FOR -  I am trying to find 
a BMC Captain Diesel engine or 
locating someone who might be a 
diesel mechanic who can restore 
one of these engines for my wood-
en boat Thanks, David 
0419120553 davidandsally1971@
gmail.com

LOOKING FOR - I have an unusual 
request that members  
of your association may be able to  
help me with please. I am currently  
researching the story of Arthur Baird,  
Qantas’ first engineer. In 1939 he 
helped  
design a tender to transport pas-
sengers  
and freight between the terminal and moored flying boats at Rose 
Bay. The tender, named Nisus, was constructed by Paul and Gray 
at Careening Cove using local timber and could carry 17 passen-
gers and was capable of 17 knots. Frank Gannon of Paul and Gray 
was the co designer. It is understood Nisus remained at Rose Bay 
until 1953 when it was moved to Cairns. It would be very interest-
ing if any of your members could add to the story of Nisus. 
Thank you - Colin Lock - cflock48@bigpond.net.au - 9544 0409

LOOKING FOR - information on the whereabouts and status of the 
Jeff Clist- built Stella, Sinbad. The boat was once owned by Hal 
Harpur and last information was that it was on Pittwater.

pwidders@yahoo.com.au

0481583794

LOOKING FOR -  To the WBA of NSW : to anyone who is happy to 
do so ...
My name is Jaime Arvela and I live in Earlwood. I have a good 
sense of humour and I hope you are the same. I would like to 
be taught the basics of sailing, using the wind, not a motorised 
craft – on a smaller sailing vessel by someone who is competent 
and can teach me the basics. I’d like to do so preferably on any 
waterway in the Greater Sydney area. Yes – I will wear white 
soled boat shoes or whatever to not mark your boat’s finish. I am 
fully vaccinated against Covid-19 and will adhere to your rules on 
board respectfully. I do not own my own life vest but brush my 
teeth every evening (what’s left of same) every evening. I was born 
in Wollongong to Portuguese Parents and am proud of Portugal’s 
maritime history.
If you would be happy to fulfil my request, I would be happy to 
come on board. I am a member of the Wooden Boat Association 
of NSW and can be contacted on 0457386270.
Sincerely and warmly – Jaime Arvela
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Item   
Jacket 
Vest 
Long sleeve Polo  
Short Sleeve Polo  
Surf Hat 
Baseball Cap 
Australian Wooden  
Boats Vol I 

MERCHANDISE Members are able to purchase /order items at General meetings or by 
email to the Merchandise Officer -  
Sally Ostlund salsonsquarerig@gmail.com

$83
$63
$41
$34
$22
$20
$20

$96
$74
$47
$39
$25
$23
$25

Member

Non - M
ember

Below: Vice President, Nick Lawther, has 
snapped up one of the new WBA surf hats. Sale Items

Black & Blue short sleeve Polos - $15 each 
WBA stubby holders  - $5.00 each  
WBA Badges - $2 
WBA Satchel Bag - $10

ON THE 
HORIZON

General Meetings - Dundas Sports Club

Tuesday 8th February: General Meeting - Mark Pearse: Build ing Scale 
Models - CANCELLED 
Tuesday 8th March: Annual General Meeting of WBA & Hal  Harpur 
Award 2021 
Tuestday, 12th April: General Meeting - Denis Songeon: Daniel Bom-
bigher - Naval Architect and Sea Gypsy

Dundas Sports Club requires proof of double vaccination to be shown 
upon entry.

Committee Meetings – Gladesville Sporties
Monday 14th February 
Monday 14th March

Festivals, Shows and Events - 2022
Saturday 19th February: WBA Bantry Bay Raft-Up - PROCEEDING
4-6 March: Paynesville Classic Boat Rally - CANCELLED


