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Quirky tackles a recession
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Yarrawonga to Swan Hill
Buy Swap Sell

Chris Goddard heading for Port Stephens

The Stern

Vice Presidents Report Phillip Turvey
With Alan Stannard away on holidays I have been asked
to do a Vice Presidents report and start by thanking Steve
Mullie from ECO Boats for his presentation on electric
boat motors and the different boats that they have been
installed in. A most interesting evening.

Guest Speaker

Andi Morgan

Steve Mullie from ECO BOATS gave a brillaint and
informative presentation on the various DC and AC electric
propulsion systems for boats. Please refer to the August
2011 issue of Scuttlebutt for a concise presentation.

Thanks also goes out to Chris Goddard for doing a great
job chairing the last two meetings, congratulations
to Brank Young for winning the raffle prize from Drive
Marine Services.

Brank Young wins the raffle

Welcome back Gayle & Peter Smith from their holiday in
France, we are looking forward to seeing some photos
and sharing some of the champagne.
We now have three possible nominations for the Hal
Harpur award with the presentation and announcement
of the winner at our December Christmas meeting.
Recently I have been off work recovering from hip
replacement surgery so I put the time to good use and
drew a set of plans for a 4.3 metre clinker putt putt. I have
never seen a set of full boat plans let alone draw any, so
I approached the task from a builder’s point of view and
asked myself what information I would require to build
this project. With photos that I have taken, pictures from
an old calendar and help from our own WBA book on
Australian Wooden Boats, plans were drawn up.
So far, the moulds have been made and fixed to the jig,
next I will check that the lines flow and there are no
bumps in it.
The smell of freshly machined timber has assisted my
recovery. I will keep you posted.

Steve set up a comprehensive display demonstrating
outboard and inboard electric propulsion systems.
It was great to see the slides of actual installations in
various boats as it prompted many questions from
the audience. On the plus side there is no noise, very
little space is required, the bildge remains clean and
very low maintenance required. Minus side, a limit on
distance depending on battery capacity (but the setup
demonstrated more than met the needs of berthing
etc.) and the expense. As the cost of solar charging and
batteries fall electric propulsion is without doubt a great
alternative. For more information please visit these sites:
www.ecoboats.com.au & www.electricboats.org.au

Nice hands on ECO BOATS displays

Vice President Phillip Turvey (right) presents
Steve Mullie (left) with a WBANSW etched
wine glass and a bottle of wine with thanks

Phillip
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Vice President Phillip Turvey (left) with
Steve Mullie (right) drawing the nights raffle

A Shirtload of stuff some bastard ought to have told
me before I started this bloody restoration. by John Quirk
Quirky tackles a recession sized project.
It is nearly his last.
Readers may remember the building of the Queen of the Creek,
Pete Cullers design for a yawl boat for the S&S replica of the
schooner America. The Queen is a fine craft for her intended
purpose of looking beautiful and rowing effortlessly through
a chop, but when it comes to carrying
some sail out in Broken Bay at the end
of our creek, she is a bit low and narrow.
You don’t see many sailing dinghies
out there….Righting the Queen after
spectacular Eskimo roll under sail made
me think that for teaching my increasing
flotilla of grandchildren to sail, something
more stable with lots of buoyancy would
be needed. I liked the look of those
rugged gaff rigged working boats that CB
had featured recently .A smaller version
of one of those would be good.
However, under the terms of the Patonga
agreement, (the verbal prenuptial with
my lovely wife) boat building under the
house was now outlawed ….but it said
nothing about the holiday house nor
restorations.
Just a few yards downstream from
said house was an upturned battered
fibreglass hull that I had rescued a couple
of times from drifting seawards on an extra
high tide .It was 12’x 5’ 6”, had holes and
cracks all over and was daubed in colours
only an Aston Villa supporter could love.
After nagging the owner what a fine
restoration it would make and I would give
him a hand with it, he took the easy way
out and generously gave it to me.
There is a world of difference in building
from an accurate set of lofted plans to
fitting out an existing hull with your
own design. Particularly single handed.
Learning as I went, I tried many methods
before using the techniques shown here.
This is why Stormy took longer to finish
than the Queen, even if you deduct the
hospital time.

On the drawing board
I can’t imagine how this thing floated away, because when I
turned it over to tow it up to our slipway, it sank like a stone.
It was hauled back on the beach and temporary repairs made
with fibreglass cloth and epoxy. I hauled Stormy, as the name
on the stern said, up to the top of our slipway and with a string
line and a large home made plywood square, surveyed the

hull and drew up the plan and profile. With her vast beam and
small fore deck, she would have been suited to a catboat rig.
However, I felt this would be more at home in the sheltered
waters of the US North East, I had my mind set on something,
more Bristol Channelish ,with a bowsprit. Before you draw
the sail plan, you need to know where the centre of lateral
resistance of the hull is. I drew up the interior of the boat
with seats acting as buoyancy chambers all round .This gave
me a location for the centreboard which was drawn on the
profile and a rudder added. I cut out this underwater profile
and balanced it on a scale rule .Behold, the CLR. I sketched
out a snug gaff sloop rig which looked about right to me and
calculated the centre of areas. ...Continued next month
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Adventure on the mighty River Murray

Yarrawonga to Swan Hill submitted by John Clarke
This is the diary of six mates who got together to venture down the Murray River from Yarrawonga to Swan Hill using a variety of boats
fabricated from timber, GRP and aluminium. Transport logistics for the trip commenced on Thursday the 9th June 2011; getting all the
boats to Yarrawonga and ensuring that vehicles and trailers were positioned at the destination, Swan Hill. This involved some train, bus
and car travel for various members of the party. Each participant had his own boat, equipped with provisions, fuel and sleeping facilities.

Sunday 12th

After a final check of the boats and equipment, the flotilla
set off from the Yarrawonga boat ramp located just below the
Yarrawonga weir. It looks like a very nice sunny day, expecting
a great trip; we left at 9:45am. It was a long week end and the
number and size of the camps along the river was considerable.
The river at this point seems quite high and fast; we pulled
in for lunch near the
1958 kilometre peg at
12:10pm, departed at
1:10pm. This section
of the river has a lot of
snags in it, not only near
the banks but out in the
middle and just under
the surface. We have all
managed to hit some
with our motors. We
averaged approximately Large camps along the river, long week end
11 to 12km per hour, all in all a good start to the trip. We travelled
41km today

Monday 13th

Trip Participants

Barry Walker
from Mildura,
(trip organizer)

Half Cabin, Outboard motor:
Honda 30hp
Fuel used: 100 litres

Doug Clarke
from Mildura

Nautilus Half Cabin, Outboard
motor: Yamaha 9.9hp
Fuel used: 120 litres

Day two, after a good night’s sleep and a hearty breakfast, we set
off at 9:05am, continued on to the 1926km peg where we pulled
in for a cuppa at 10:45am and left at 11:10am. John was having
trouble with a dirty spark plug; Brian towed the Tasman while he
cleaned it. Doug also
had a little problem
with a rope fouling
his propeller. The river
here was wider but
had a lot of snags.
Stopped for lunch
alongside the Cobram
Bridge at 12:10pm,
the bank was high
and steep, took some
Towing the Tasman
getting to the top, nice
little park to eat. Some of the group refuelled their tanks while
they had the chance, left at 1:45pm. We pulled in for the night at
Glentworth Station just below the 1894km marker at 3:00pm, set up
our camp and prepared our evening meal. Travelled 43km today.

Tuesday 14th
Brian Riordan
from Mildura,
(Author & Photos)

Hans Wilken
from Gippsland
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Homemade aluminium tunnel hull,
Outboard motor: Yamaha 15hp 4 stroke
Fuel used: 80 litres

Yacht, Outboard motor:
Yamaha 15hp 4 stroke
Fuel used: DNF

John Clarke
from Mildura,
(WBA Member)

Ron Dowson
from Mildura

5m 1940 half cabin cruiser, motor:
Inboard 3.5hp Blaxland single
Fuel used: 47 litres

Half Cabin, Outboard motor
Fuel used: 140 litres

Day three, on our way by 9:05am travelled past Tocumwal and
under the old bridge.
Pulled in for smoko
at 10:35am at the
1877km
marker.
Barry boiled the
billy and we tucked
into our bickies and
cakes. Left at 11:0am
and
continued
Motoring under Cobram Bridge
downstream,
the
current was moving quite fast so we were covering the distance
fairly quickly. Stopped and had lunch at 12:30pm around the
1864km mark. Left at 1:20pm and pushed on. The river in this
section is wide and shallow with plenty of snags showing at
normal river height. Plenty of water for us however. Maps show a
lot of snags and mud banks in this area. The river has changed its

course in many places;
cuttings have worked
through the shortest
section, leaving the
long distance around
to slowly silt up, we
are in the Barmah
Park now. We called it
quits and pulled in for
the night at 4:00pm.

Old & New Tocumwal Bridge

When we pulled up for the
night we found a cray net that
had been left behind, it had
twelve crays in it, and three
of them were females with
eggs and two undersized ones
which we duly returned to the
Cray Dinner
water. We took the rest and will
cook them later. John had trouble with his engine overheating;
the pump seemed to be sucking air from somewhere. I towed the
Tasman a couple of times while he sorted out the problem; soon
fixed it up. We travelled 61km’s today, not a bad effort.

Wednesday 15th

Today was probably the worst day of the trip; we set of at 9:45am
following a good breakfast. There is lot of hidden snags in this
area. We had finally entered the Barmah Choke, the river is narrow,
deep and running fast here, we have all hit our fair share of snags
some big, others quite small. Stopped for a cuppa at 10:55am
and departed 1:15am, nice spot Pinchgut Bend. Encounted more
snags on the way, dropped anchor for lunch at 1:00pm pulled out
1:50pm. It was not long after that Hans hit a big one, he noticed
his feet were getting wet so he headed straight for the shore,
pulled up on the run with ropes and quickly tied the boat up to a
stump; the boat was sinking rather fast despite Hans and Barry
bailing frantically. Later Hans and I set off down to Picnic Point to
organise his insurance, it was six kilometres further downstream.
While travelling down, the Yamaha started to overheat, there was
steam coming out everywhere, I removed the thermostat gave it
a visual inspection and refitted it. The motor seemed OK after, I
have no idea why. When we reached Picnic Point, Hans rang his
insurance company and organised a claim number. We set off
back to the camp arriving back in the dark, a bit hairy at times
unable to see the snags. While we were gone the boys set up the
tent and camp. This was the only time any of us slept on the bank.
Travelled 38km today

... continued next issue

Hans’ boat sunk
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BUY SWAP and SELL
FOR SALE:
Antique marine toilet Varnished timber seat
and lid. Gold plated
handle, has had seals
replaced. Rob Landis
0414741725
(m/ship # 0669)
$250

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no.
appear. Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads
will run for two issues, members ads longer if you ask for an extension. Submissions close on the
20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge. Contact Editor see page 7 for details.
FOR SALE: Couta Boat C18 length 7.1 beam 2.4 draft
1.0 Mahogany planked, beech deck, Oregon mast,
boom & gaff Lead ballast. Stainless centre board.
New sails, Yanmar diesel Full covers. Recently
restored. Believed to have been built in Port Fairy
1930s $23,000 Bob Ellis 0418 210 033 or 95557293

FOR SALE:
Oregon beams, 200mm x 400mm x12m length.
Rose gum T&G flooring, end match, select grade
180mm x19mm approx. 15 sq. m, 85 lin metre

BoatCraftNSW.com.au
Aussie made Products

Designed for Aussie Conditions

Visit: www.wbansw.org.au
The Stern

Andi
On The WEBsite - www.wbansw.org.au
has a new MOVIE link. If you have an interesting movie an would like
it added, please see Andi at the meeting or call
9879 3969. Pictures too!

NOTICE: Wish you could have a colour photograph

of any image seen in the magazine or on the WEB?
Call or email the Editor or Andi from just $5:00 each

Marine Epoxy System

+

Visitor

Water based Polyurethane
FOR SALE: MV ALICE 25’ Counter stern gentleman’s
launch. WRC strip plank glass epoxy sheathed. Built
to USL code / Australian standard. 27hp Yanmar
diesel, 35 litre SS fuel tank, sounder, VHF radio,
bronze clock & barometer, CD player, navigation
lights, 2 anchors, life jackets & safety equipment.
Full PVC cover, Registered dual axle trailer.
Enquire: phone Gary on 0419406230 or 02 49480078

- Silicon Bronze

Meets at the Gladesville Bowling and Sports Club,
the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm

Next Meeting 11th October
Movie Night - Killers in Eden
No Guest Speaker

Email: Smith_m_peter@yahoo.com.au

YOUR COMMITTEE

President
Alan Stannard
9416 7238

Vice President
Phillip Turvey
0417 657 613

Secretary
Peter Smith
9879 7095

Treasurer
Tony Curtis
9452 4166

Membership
Secretary
Ross Andrewartha
4739 3706

Editor
Chris Goddard
0414 447 007
editor@
wbansw.org.au

Scuttlebutt &
WEB stuff
Andi Morgan
0416 279 887

Show Manager
Ross Mclean
0425 330 560

 Nails
 Screws
 Fasteners

SECTION IS ALSO ON
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Comming soon:
Chris Goddard looks into auto steer
installations and the associated
positives and negatives

Are you looking for;

THE BUY SWAP & SELL

FOR SALE: An Excellent eg of a 21ft Half Cabin Lake
boat. 10 HP petrol engine completely overhauled,
including starter motor All electricals have been
replaced New auto bilge pump Has large cover on
boat Two position steering New planks and rescrewed
$20,500 Phone Andrew 0431421864

Long Life Clear coating

Rubberised Non Slip Paint

FOR SALE: 22 ft 1930’s Replica hackercraft, built
by Carl Ryves in 1992. West system mahogany/silver
ash, 260hp Mercruiser 280 hours, very comfortable
harbour boat and a pleasure to own, remarkable
condition. $50k ish. Housed in Sydney
Contact Boyd on phone: 0418 240 768

FOR SALE: Eventide yacht English design,has triple
keels – good for shallow water draws 2’6” and
sits upright when tide goes out. Needs mast. In
board comes with shaft and propeller and 6 h.p.
Petten Diesel (unknown quality) including mooring
apparatus. Complete with toilet and 4 bunks.
$15,000 o.n.o. Phone Ken 0416 048 600

=

www.wbansw.org.au

The Wooden Boat Association of NSW inc.
PO Box 884 Gladesville NSW 2111 www.wbansw.org.au
Don Roberts (centre)
shows visitor Robert
Cane the ropes. We
hope Robert joins us
soon!!

Grant H 0400 844 716
FOR SALE: Two marine pump out toilets,
$150 each or two for $200
Ken Travers 0416 048 600

The Wooden Boat Association
of NSW inc.
Members Monthly October 2011

Andi Morgan

- Copper Boat Nails
- Bronze Boat Fittings
- Jeffries Marine Glue
- Oakum & Caulking Cotton

OUR WEBSITE FOR THE

- Rot Repair System?

WORLD TO SEE &

We have them all available

Updated each month!
www.wbansw.org.au

No items from Asia

DRIVE Marine Services
BEVERLY HILLS NSW
02 9533 5470
0412 366 998

Based on a series of highly popular articles written for Classic Boat
Magazine, this witty collection recalls some of the incidents the
author has survived in over half a century of messing about in boats.
Most sailors will find something to relate to in these escapades from
around the world and they will bring
a wry smile to any boaters lips. The
author’s wonderfully witty cartoons
help bring these anecdotes to life. All
these stories are true so WBA member
Alan Williams writes under a pen
name so that his architectural clients
do not think they are entrusting their
work to a seagoing Mr Bean. Copies
are available from Boat Books in Crows
Nest at $24.95 or less on Amazon .
WBA members can get copies from
Alan at meetings for $ 20.

‘Vanity’ owned by John Crawford seen off Taylors Bay in 2006
Advertising and Sponsorship: The committee is still looking for advertising and
sponsorship in order to cover the higher costs of Scuttlebutt and associated postage.
If interested or know of anyone who may be interested, please contact any member
of the committee. Advertising would include an advertisement in Scuttlebutt (circ 300+)
plus a sponsors link on the WEBsite front page (Avg 1,400 visits per month)
Disclaimer: Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are
those of the individual originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily
endorse views expressed at such forums Participation in events organized by the Association may
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or persons
inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather. Such risks will require the exercise of the
prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees whether to commence or
continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by Association officers.

ON THE HORIZON

THIS YEAR 2011
October 11 WBA Meeting - Stand by for some excellent entertainment and even a movie!
October 23 The SASC Gaffers Day - Probably the biggest classic yacht event in Sydney Harbour & has Bermudan & gaff divisions
November 5 and 6 Timber Boat Club Festival at the Royal Motor Yacht Club, Newport, Pittwater, NSW. Contact Cathy (02) 9997 5511
November 5 and 6 THE JACARANDA FESTIVALS CELEBRATION OF WOODEN BOATS, Grafton, on the Clarence River contact: Greg Speirs 0266422272 or 0408420623
November 8 WBA AGM Meeting Guest Speaker - Peter Gossell, The Life and Times of Joshua Slocum
November 26, 27 Raft up, Blackwattle Bay, Sydney.
November 25, 26 and 27 Boats A Float, Narooma NSW Contact (02) 4476 4444
December 13 WBA Meeting end of year dinner and Hal Harpur Award Presentation
NEXT YEAR 2012
January 26 Australia Day Regatta Pittwater then to Lovett Bay Boatshed afterwards. Call Bob Tullett 9997 4073
March 10 to 12 The Whyte, Just & Moore Wooden Boat Festival of Geelong, Royal Geelong Yacht Club, Geelong, Victoria. Contact (03) 5529 3705
October TBA Davistown Putt Putt Regatta and Wooden Boat Festival Contact www.davistownputtputt.com
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Royal Motor Yacht Club

Macquarie Princess
Cruises

Broken Bay

WOODEN BOAT
ASSOCIATION
NSW

5th & 6th November
10am-4pm
46 Prince Alfred Pde
Newport
Ph: 9997 5511

MERCHANDISE

See
Phillip Turvey
at meetings
or call him on 0417 657 613

$20
$25

Celebrate with us !
Cruise back in time and enjoy the many
moods of the majestic and ancient Hawkesbury River.
We offer a venue for a variety of functions with fully
catered meals:
• Birthdays
• Anniversaries
• Weddings
• Corporate Functions
• Club Days

• Family Get-Togethers
• Casual Scenic Luncheon &
• Dinner Cruises
• Christmas Parties

$30
$30

www.macquarieprincesscruises.com.au
Call 02 8402 3702 or Mobile 0411 379 851
Proudly sponsored by

$45
Also supported by

$75

$50
$12

$15
NEW Custom etched Glass
Single purchase $25 ea + gst
Pair
$22 ea + gst
Set of six
$20 ea + gst

australiawide
assics
Cl as

Walshirt 52’ Flybridge

$295,000

www.australiawide.com

Van de Stadt 402

$56,000

John Alden 56’ Yawl

Classic Boat Sales
Clive Gregory: 0419 175 562
Jeff Rowe: 0414 236 337

Ne

w

37’ Ron Swanson “Camille”

$125,000

Herreshoff 34’ Sloop

$67,500

31’ Carmen Class “Carefree”

Laurent Giles 29’

$649,000

Lis

$56,500

tin

$79,500

g

30’ Sharpie Trawler “Annie B”

$75,000

This is a selection of our Classic Boat listings, for more information visit our web site, phone or email on Clive: sydney@australiawide.com

