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Presidents Report Alan Stannard
I recommend you look and browse through our new WBA web site
www.wbansw.org.au , I have found it to be user friendly and easy to
navigate through. Your comments would be very welcome and please
feel free to contact a Committee member to discuss. I would like to
thank Andi Morgan for his mammoth effort in updating our new look
web site.
In this month’s Scuttlebutt “On the Horizon” there are two
approaching events I would like to bring to your attention, firstly the
annual presentation of the WBA Hal Harpur award. If you know of
a worthy project suitable for this award please feel free to contact a
Committee member. The second event is the Timber Boat Festival on
5th & 6th Nov 2011 to be held at the Royal Motor Yacht Club, Pittwater.
A wonderful annual festival of fine-looking timber boats as well as
many shore activities for the whole family to participate in. The RMYC
would welcome you.
http://www.royalmotor.com.au/divisions/timber-boat.html
I am now “back on deck” at home after sailing from Sydney to the
Whitsundays. Our first sighting of many whales during the passage
was just off North Head when we altered course to port, it was as if
the whale was there waiting to guide us north. We had two mainland
ports of call and various islands on our way to the Witsundays.
Stopping off at the sugar port of Mackay a particular beautiful wooden
boat at the marina caught my eye; her name is the Kala Venturer, a
17m motor launch, registered in Hobart. She was built by Norman
Wright of Bulimba, Brisbane. Some photos can be found on
http://www.millarsphoto.com.au/demo/category/55
Another stop over was at the Middle Percy Isles. If anyone is sailing
north through Queensland waters I would recommend you put this on
your itinerary as the island is a wonderful place to explore and the
four local inhabitants make you feel very welcome.
http://www.percyisland.com/
Unfortunately I wasn’t on a timber boat but this “plastic yacht” had
lovely lines all the same and was extremely comfortable!
Our September guest speaker will be Steven Mullie from the Electric
Boat Association of Australia, Steven will be giving an update on
recent developments in electric propulsion for marine applications.
Alan

NOTICE: Wish you could have a colour photograph

of any image seen in the magazine or on the WEB?
Call or email the Editor or Andi from just $5:00 each
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Chris Goddard

Last Month’s Cover Photo featured
“JLH” an 18 foot motor boat that was
launched in the traditional manner
on a glorious afternoon on Thursday
June 23rd at President Shipwrights,
Drummoyne. The three crew in the
boat, (L to R), are Tom Naylor at
the helm, Frankie Minehan and our
President, Alan Stannard.
The boat was built at President’s
‘progressively’ over about 12 years
providing
successive
shipwright
apprentices an opportunity to learn the skills of wooden boat building.
The vessel is a replica of the first licenced fishing boat in NSW,
“Cinema” and is featured in the WBA publication “Australian
Wooden Boats”.
Alan Stannard was instrumental in lofting the boat with
Tom Nayler, then an apprentice shipwright with President’s,
approximately 12 years ago. Alan still has the station moulds and a
half hull model.
Planking
is
Richmond
River pine on
Spotted
Gum
ribs while the
keel is recycled Tallow wood from a building that was being
demolished. The laid deck is beech and mahogany with the
coach house also of mahogany. Spars are of Oregon. The hull
has been caulked in the traditional manner. The boat is fitted
with a Sole two cylinder diesel engine developing approximately
12 horsepower.
The boat was named after a dear and long time friend of John
Minehan who passed away during the early stages of the
building of JLH.
John and Peter Minehan of President Shipwright Services are
members of the WBA.

The life & times of the foul bottom kid
... (continued from last month) As soon as I met Jo anne, she was
transferred to Hong Kong. She asked me to move into her
house to look after her cat.
While she was back on leave, we were invited to lunch at a
friend’s house on Patonga Creek. The sun came out and the
world looked wonderful. Jo-anne said she would like a place
like this as a holiday house when she finished in HK. Was there
anything for sale? She bought the place next door but one
over the phone before we had coffee. Because the place was
on the far side of the creek with no land access. I built a flat
bottomed skiff as a commuter boat. Then when she asked me
to extend the place, no builder would touch it so I did it myself
with a builder mate and a squadron of pommie backpackers.
First, I had to build a pontoon to get the materials across the
creek. This took 3 days ,single handed including realising that
I could not lift it on my own, dropping it on my foot, cutting it
into two, dropping it in the creek, bolting the bits together and
hopping off to Gosford hospital too have my toe nail removed.
Then one Friday she called and
said she had been asked to stay
on for two years. That lunchtime,
I browsed through some boatie
magazines at a newsagent. I
looked through ‘Australian Boat
builder’ and it was full of awful
plywood clunkers, all finished
with leftover paint from a chook
shed. I wondered if this was the
future of Australia amateur boat
building. I remembered my Pete
Culler book I had cherished for
25 years, full of gracious delights
which included what I thought
must be the best looking 16 footer,
the replica long boat from the replica Schooner America. Two
years in HK? I should have it finished by the time she got back.
Almost. It took 59 ½ hours to
loft and build the cedar strip
hull and I lost track of how long
to finish it off. We organised a
launch at Patonga Creek and
I drew up this invite. On the
spur of the moment, I send
a copy to Classic Boat in UK
telling them that down under,
when we launched a classic
boat, we have a classic boat,
we have a classic launch. I
added that the bloke who had
built this boat was writing an
article called ”20 things some
bastard ought to have told
me before I started building this bloody boat.” I signed this
as John Quirk as I had previously sent the editor an outraged
email when the new editor changed
the magazines letterhead from this,
to this, which is as much a classic
as a 1960’s box of Omo. It was later
changed to this. They published my
letter and the invite and I later received
a call from the editor asking where the
article was. I said it was meant as a
joke, but he was serious, so I produced
the article which they ran over two
issues. Then he called again and said
that Des Sleightholm, who had a very
witty column in the magazine had

Alan Williams

died, could I write some more humour. Humour? This is all
dead serious stuff, mate.
For a while, they gave me the back page, writing under
Quirkystuff, until they changed this to an opinion page. I
sent some of these to Adlard Coles in London asking if they
thought there could be a book in this stuff. They replied that
if I had enough material, it could be a 96 page paperback.
Enough material? These are my boating mess ups; I could fill
the NY yellow pages. I kept the pen name, this time so that my
architectural clients did not think they were entrusting their
work to a seagoing Mr Bean.

The Queen of the Creek was beautiful. She graced the dock of
the holiday house at Patonga. But she was basically a rowing
boat with a bit of auxiliary sail. She rowed beautifully, a couple
of oar strokes and she would glide forever. I put on too much
sail and out in Broken Bay, we had
a dramatic capsize and rescue.
The Queen had to go. I have since
built a little gaff sloop out of an
abandoned 12 foot hull, sorry, its
GRP. Its original name was Stormy
and with some disposable sand bag
ballast, she is far more stable that
the Queen. And she is packed with
foam under all those seats.
On trips back to UK I watched the
sad demise of Jack’s Ryegate in
Worcester basin, then one visit about
8 years ago; she had been fully restored to as new condition.
I knocked on the deck and introduced myself to the owners.
We have since enjoyed three
holidays aboard. Next year,
we are hoping to recreate the
BC cruise of 50 years ago.
So that’s about it, folks. It’s
been a pretty good life so far.
I am glad that bomb did not
go off. Please buy the book,
I get a $1 per copy and plan
to build more boats with
the proceeds. Also we need
to shift all the stock of Vol 1
before the publisher

will go for vol 2. Copies are available
from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95
or less from Amazon, try the UK one.
Club members can get copies from me
at meetings for $20. Enjoy the reading
and illustrations. Yes, I’m afraid they
are all true!
THE END. ... For now!
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SASC GAFFERS DAY Chris Goddard ‘I’ll never forget whatisname’ Alan Williams
The 2011 SASC Gaffers Day yacht rally for gaff & classic
yachts will be on Sunday October 23rd, you can take part
as a yacht entrant, a visitor to the club on the day, or as
a spectator from your own craft or on board the chartered
ferry Proclaim. Closing date for yacht entries is Friday
September 30th, to get your name in the rally programme
& receive instructions & a skite plate.
0800 breakfast on the wharf
1000 rum tent opens
1200 firing of the cannon, yachts set sail
1300 rally start in Athol Bight
1430 first yachts return to SASC
1430 jazz on the wharf, sausage sizzle
1500 ferry returns to Old Cremorne wharf (200m from club)
1600 prizes
1800 official close
The 1939 classic ferry
“Proclaim” has been
chartered by the club
& will leave from Old
Cremorne ferry wharf
at 12 noon &return at
1500. Cost is $40 which
includes finger food, &
drinks will be available.
Contact
the
SASC
for bookings. Some
beautiful & famous
yachts will be alongside
at the club before &
after the rally, feel free
to come for a visit. The club is a 200m walk from the Old
Cremorne ferry wharf, & car parking is likely to be a much
longer walk on the day, so consider letting Sydney Ferries
drive you there. For further information please contact the
SASC office 9953 1433

We heard about an English accountant of cockney background who
had lived in the US for years and was on home leave in the 1970’s. He
saw a distinguished looking fellow in sailing gear with a crowd of other
yachtsmen at a waterside pub on the South Coast. The face rang a bell
but he could not place it. As the distinguished yachtsman was about to
leave the accountant went up and introduced himself. He said they must
have met before and started guessing where.
“ Weren’t you the accountant for .... in Boston ....?
Alright, you used to go out with that bird from Deloits in New York...?
You did the due diligence when we acted for ....?
On the telly ! I seen you on the telly . Didn’t you play that bent copper
on the BBC series where you was having it off with the mother and the
daughter ..?”
The yachtsman smiled and
offered his hand .
“ Ted Heath . Prime Minister ”
Editor’s Note: Heath was a keen
yachtsman. He bought his first
yacht Morning Cloud in 1969
and won the Sydney to Hobart
Race that year. He captained
Britain’s winning team for the
Admiral’s Cup in 1971 – while
Prime Minister – and also
captained the team in the 1979
Fastnet race

The Cairns Report - Embarkation

Chris & Gilli Dicker

Westwind should be in a flurry as it is days now before we leave
for the wide blue Coral Sea. Instead there is a directional calm. All
we have to do now is direct our calm to the long list of jobs still to
be done. We were very lucky to have our big manual bilge pump
fail on us on the way back from the reef a couple of weeks ago.
Westwind was hard on the wind with her rail under; I went below
to find water lapping the boards. Our bilge is three feet deep so
that is a considerable amount of water. To cut a long story short
the water had come in through the electric bilge pump outlet due
to a failure of the non return valve. We never stop learning and I
am the first one to remove my hat. I rigged the hand pump and
got rid of most of the water before the rubber diaphragm of the
pump split and sprayed the galley with salt water. The pump
had never been used in anger since I installed it four years ago.
Now we have a new diaphragm and a spare for our sea crossing.
Meantime Gilli wondered at my absence and looked down the
companion way wide eyed at my labours and the level of water.
Westwind bowled along at seven knots unperturbed at the goings
on. Just the same I did have to free the bilge and find the source
of the ingress. I was most relieved to find that it was what it was.
There is a lot to be said for not having any holes in your hull at all.
The dry season in Cairns has been glorious, the backdrop of
mountains and hills shrouded in mist and cloud just behind us
and the vibrant colours of the mangrove lined river leading up
to our little cyclone sheltered marina is not wasted on us; we
have the shear luxury of being where we want to be. On top of
all that they are cutting cane at present so the air is sweet with
agriculture.
A little later: We now have a departure date of 16th of August.

The customs will clear us tomorrow and we will leave on the tide
on the following day. Westwind is sitting nicely on her water line;
we are fully self contained for two months plus a great deal of
stuff for the Louisiade people which we are looking forward to
offloading. We also have deliveries for particular people whose
islands we have to find. This is great as we have a reason to visit
the island and the delivery is as good as a letter of introduction. For
example: we have a bag of stuff for a Taben Bong on Panaumala
Island, this stuff was loosely promised to him by word of mouth a
year ago. It is great fun.
We hope the promise of spring is enough to see you all through
these last days of winter. We have even thought about wearing a
jumper here in Cairns at times!

Murray River Trip Chris Goddard
We have received a splendid
article from our member in
Mildura, John Clarke, who with
five of his mates, all in their own
boats, did a trip down the Murray
River from Yarrawonga to Swan
Hill. The trip was done in June
this year. Unfortunately, one of
the boats hit a snag, (river talk for
submerged log) and sunk. A fabulous read and probably
will need to be spread over two editions with the photos.
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BUY SWAP and SELL
FOR SALE:
Antique marine toilet Varnished timber seat
and lid. Gold plated
handle, has had seals
replaced. Rob Landis
0414741725
(m/ship # 0669)
$250
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST INVITED: Long term
restoration project approaching completion.
“Mokoia” – 10 ton auxiliary cutter, masthead rig
with running backstays. LOA 39’ Beam 9’ Draft
6’. Unique bespoke design by Arthur Robb to
RORC rules for ocean racing and cruising, built in
England 1948 and sailed to Australia 1972. Very
well-built vessel with good inventory, surveyed
and seaworthy. Requires further (chiefly cosmetic)
restoration to provide stunning example of classic
post-war yacht design and construction. Further
details from Michael Matthews
tel: 0265811219 or email: mokoia@tsn.cc.

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no.
appear. Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads
will run for two issues, members ads longer if you ask for an extension. Submissions close on the
20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge. Contact Editor see page 7 for details.
WANTED: 2 inch diameter bronze propeller shaft 8
feet long. Please call Peter Gossell 9543 2408
FOR SALE: Eventide yacht English design,has triple
keels – good for shallow water draws 2’6” and
sits upright when tide goes out. Needs mast. In
board comes with shaft and propeller and 6 h.p.
Petten Diesel (unknown quality) including mooring
apparatus. Complete with toilet and 4 bunks.
$15,000 o.n.o. Phone Ken 0416 048 600

Are You Looking for:
- Copper Boat Nails
- Silicon Bronze
- Nails
- Screws
- Fasteners

NEW LOOK for WBANSW.org.au
Andi Morgan

The Stern

On The WEBsite - www.wbansw.org.au
has now been rebuilt and a quick presentation will be made at the
September meeting. Please Email or phone feedback on any changes
or additions you would like. It’s your site so please feel free!! Scuttlebutt
from MAY and the survey results are now password protected with the
aim to increase membership. Lost or forgotten the password? Contact
a committee member.
Andi

www.wbansw.org.au

Meets at the Gladesville Bowling and Sports Club,
the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm

Next Meeting 13th September

Guest Speaker - Steven Mullie
Electric Propulsion for Classic & Wooden Boats
The Wooden Boat Association of NSW inc.
PO Box 884 Gladesville NSW 2111 www.wbansw.org.au

- Oakum & Caulk Cotton
- Bronze Boat Fittings
- Jeffries Marine Glue

Email: Smith_m_peter@yahoo.com.au

YOUR COMMITTEE

- WOT ROT Repair System

FOR SALE: An Excellent eg of a 21ft Half Cabin Lake
boat. 10 HP petrol engine completely overhauled,
including starter motor All electricals have been
replaced New auto bilge pump Has large cover on
boat Two position steering New planks and rescrewed
$20,500 Phone Andrew 0431421864

The Wooden Boat Association
of NSW inc.
Members Monthly September 2011

We have them all available
Quality items from NZ, UK & USA
No items from Asia

President
Alan Stannard
9416 7238

Vice President
Phillip Turvey
0417 657 613

Secretary
Peter Smith
9879 7095

Treasurer
Tony Curtis
9452 4166

Membership
Secretary
Ross Andrewartha
4739 3706

Editor
Chris Goddard
0414 447 007
editor@
wbansw.org.au

Scuttlebutt &
WEB stuff
Andi Morgan
0416 279 887

Show Manager
Ross Mclean
0425 330 560

DRIVE Marine Services

BEVERLY HILLS NSW
02 9533 5470
0412 366 998
Bote-Cote@optusnet.com.au

BoatCraftNSW.com.au
FOR SALE: Couta Boat C18 length 7.1 beam 2.4 draft
1.0 Mahogany planked, beech deck, Oregon mast,
boom & gaff Lead ballast. Stainless centre board.
New sails, Yanmar diesel Full covers. Recently
restored. Believed to have been built in Port Fairy
1930s $23,000 Bob Ellis 0418 210 033 or 95557293
FOR SALE:
Oregon beams, 200mm x 400mm x12m length.
Rose gum T&G flooring, end match, select grade
180mm x19mm approx. 15 sq. m, 85 lin metre
Grant H 0400 844 716

INDUSTRY NEWS
Dave Giddings, a member of the Association
and Business Manager of Drive Marine
Services, has donated a large quantity of
goodies for our monthly raffle. Many thanks
to Drive Marine. Drive Marine also advertise
in Scuttlebutt see their new ad above.

Seen in France,
a member of our
Association has
added this vessel to
their fleet stay tuned!

FOR SALE: Two marine pump out toilets,
$150 each or two for $200
Ken Travers 0416 048 600

FOR SALE: 22 ft 1930’s Replica hackercraft, built
by Carl Ryves in 1992. West system mahogany/silver
ash, 260hp Mercruiser 280 hours, very comfortable
harbour boat and a pleasure to own, remarkable
condition. $50k ish. Housed in Sydney
Contact Boyd on phone: 0418 240 768
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Based on a series of highly popular articles
written for Classic Boat magazine, this witty
collection dwells on the scrapes people get
themselves into when building and sailing
boats of all descriptions. Most sailors will find
something to relate to in the escapades and
faux pas detailed here and the stories will
undoubtedly bring a wry smile to any boaters
lips. John Quirk’s terrifically witty cartoons help
bring these anecdotes to life.
Alan Williams writes under a pen name so that
his architectural clients did not think they are
entrusting their work
to a seagoing Mr Bean.
Copies are available
from Boat Books in
Crows Nest at $24.95
or less from Amazon.
WBA members can
get copies from Alan
at meetings for $20

Advertising and Sponsorship: The committee is still looking for advertising and
sponsorship in order to cover the higher costs of Scuttlebutt and associated postage.
If interested or know of anyone who may be interested, please contact any member
of the committee. Advertising would include an advertisement in Scuttlebutt (circ 300+)
plus a sponsors link on the WEBsite front page (Avg 1,400 visits per month)
Disclaimer: Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are
those of the individual originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily
endorse views expressed at such forums Participation in events organized by the Association may
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or persons
inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather. Such risks will require the exercise of the
prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees whether to commence or
continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by Association officers.

ON THE HORIZON

THIS YEAR 2011
September 4 WBANSW cruise for Regional Members - Canceled . We will have a cruise in Novemebr for ‘all members’... Stay tuned for the date
September 13 WBA Meeting Guest Speaker - Steven Mullie, Electric Propulsion for Classic and Wooden Boats
October 11 WBA Meeting Guest Speaker - Sally Ostlund, Mystic Seaport USA, Maritime Museum
October 23 The SASC Gaffers Day - Probably the biggest classic yacht event in Sydney Harbour & has Bermudan & gaff divisions
November 5 and 6 Timber Boat Club Festival at the Royal Motor Yacht Club, Newport, Pittwater, NSW. Contact Cathy (02) 9997 5511
November 5 and 6 THE JACARANDA FESTIVALS CELEBRATION OF WOODEN BOATS, Grafton, on the Clarence River contact: Greg Speirs 0266422272 or 0408420623
November 8 WBA AGM Meeting Guest Speaker - Peter Gossell, The Life and Times of Joshua Slocum
November 26, 27 Raft up, Blackwattle Bay, Sydney.
November 25, 26 and 27 Boats A Float, Narooma NSW Contact (02) 4476 4444
December 13 WBA Meeting end of year dinner and Hal Harpur Award Presentation
NEXT YEAR 2012
January 26 Australia Day Regatta Pittwater then to Lovett Bay Boatshed afterwards. Call Bob Tullett 9997 4073
March 10 to 12 The Whyte, Just & Moore Wooden Boat Festival of Geelong, Royal Geelong Yacht Club, Geelong, Victoria. Contact (03) 5529 3705
October TBA Davistown Putt Putt Regatta and Wooden Boat Festival Contact www.davistownputtputt.com
7

Royal Motor Yacht Club

Macquarie Princess
Cruises

Broken Bay

WOODEN BOAT
ASSOCIATION
NSW

5th & 6th November
10am-4pm
46 Prince Alfred Pde
Newport
Ph: 9997 5511

MERCHANDISE

See
Phillip Turvey
at meetings
or call him on 0417 657 613

$20
$25

Celebrate with us !
Cruise back in time and enjoy the many
moods of the majestic and ancient Hawkesbury River.
We offer a venue for a variety of functions with fully
catered meals:
• Birthdays
• Anniversaries
• Weddings
• Corporate Functions
• Club Days

• Family Get-Togethers
• Casual Scenic Luncheon &
• Dinner Cruises
• Christmas Parties

$30
$30

www.macquarieprincesscruises.com.au
Call 02 8402 3702 or Mobile 0411 379 851
Proudly sponsored by

$45
Also supported by

$75

$50
$12

$15
NEW Custom etched Glass
Single purchase $25 ea + gst
Pair
$22 ea + gst
Set of six
$20 ea + gst

australiawide
assics
Cl as

John Alden 56’ Yawl

$649,000

www.australiawide.com

“Georgina” 38’ Motorsailer

$77,000

37’ Ron Swanson “Camille”

Classic Boat Sales
Clive Gregory: 0419 175 562
Jeff Rowe: 0414 236 337

$125,000

RE

DU

Walshirt 52’ Flybridge

$295,000

Laurent Giles 29’

$56,500

34’ Converted Trawler

Herreshoff 34’ Sloop

$67,500

Van de Stadt 402

$56,000

CE

$70,000

D

This is a selection of our Classic Boat listings, for more information visit our web site, phone or email on Clive: sydney@australiawide.com

