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Not a Wooden Boat ! 
18 ft pulling boat, a stretch of Iain Oughtred’s “McGregor” sailing canoe  

Photograph by Michael Coleman 
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President’s ReportPresident’s Report  
Ross McLeanRoss McLean  

 

 

Last month’s meeting saw about 40 members hear from 
the Boating Education Officer of Roads and Maritime Services in the guise 
of one Pascal Geraghty.  Pascal presented on life jackets and things that 
can save lives at sea.  

This is normally a dry 
topic … no scratch that … 
a very dry topic, however, 
Pascal immediately en-
gaged the audience and 
made it enjoyable. You 
would expect an RMS 
representative to stand 
up and quote rules and 
regulations, not so Pascal.  
He presented facts, mixed 
with some legislation and 
common sense.  Many 
questions were fielded 
from the members, and 
Pascal did his level best 
to answer them, any curly 
ones he could not answer 
on the night he assured 
us would be answered 
within the week. True to 
his word, Pascal had an-
swers to those difficult 
questions by weeks end.  

Pascal also brought along 
several devices for rescue 
use, such as flares, V-
sheets, etc. 

Thankyou Pascal for a great presentation and humour, not a dry eye in the 
house on occasions. 

Back in the 1980’s the Ocean 
Youth Club of NSW, con-
ducted an emergency day in 
Middle Harbour.  Also pre-
sent were Maritime and the 
NSW Police. One of the tasks 
I had to perform as the Mate 
aboard Ocean Venturer that 
day was to set off several 
flares.  I don’t think I have 
ever been so nervous before.  
It took a lot of courage to set 
off the parachute flare, then 
the hand held flare, complete 
with burning dripping mate-
rial, which can put a hole 

through fibreglass the size of the opera house if you aren’t careful. Thank 
the gods the boat was steel. 

Now days, these 
things are easier 
to use, and safer, 
just read the 
instructions and 
stay calm.  Refer 
to photos here of 
a younger me 
with said flares – 
and yes – I once 
did have hair. 

Also at last 
month’s meeting 
were a couple of 
new members 
who had joined 

at the Working with Wood Show.  

Please keep those Sporties Membership numbers coming in, and if you are 
not yet a member of Sporties and attend our meetings regularly, I encour-
age you to join, if anything just to enjoy discounts at the bar and bistro. 
Buy 3 drinks as a member, and you have saved enough for a 4th. 

I look forward to seeing you on May 11th, and don’t forget, the committee 
of WBA meets the following Monday, all members welcome. 

Fair weather and smooth sailing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rossco 

Phone - (m) 0425 330 560    Email - coastwise_nav@yahoo.com 

 

Opinions and advice expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are those of the individual originator’s 

only.   The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed in this publication or at 

such forums.   Participation in events organized by the Association may involve certain risks which include the possibility 

of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather.   Such 

risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees 

whether to commence or continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by Association officers. 
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Scan the QR code to go the WBA of NSW Inc. on 

the web and follow the links to Scuttlebutt, Hal 

Harpur Award and more useful information 

Betty Gossell models an inflated PFD 

Pascal Geraghty is presented with a bottle of red and a WBA 

engraved glass 
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Once again thank you very much for welcoming me at your meeting last night. I 

thoroughly enjoyed, and appreciated, being a part of it and I hope that your 

members feel they learnt something from the evening. I know I certainly did! 

  

Concerning the query raised regarding the requirement to wear a lifejacket in an 

enclosed cabin of a boat while crossing a coastal bar: the short answer is yes, they 

must wear a lifejacket. More specifically, on all recreational vessels, all persons on 

board must wear a Type 100+ lifejacket when crossing a bar, irrespective of whether 

they are in an enclosed cabin or in an open area of the vessel. 

For those this way inclined, this information is set out in the Marine Safety (General) 

Regulation 2009 (http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/viewtop/inforce/

subordleg+109+2009+cd+0+N/?dq=Regulations%20under%20Marine%20Safety%

20Act%201998%20No%20121), Part 5 (Safety equipment and facilities), Division 3 

(Requirements to wear lifejackets), Clauses 84A & 86. 

Fortunately or unfortunately, depending on your point of view, this is the legislation 

as it currently stands. 

From: Brian Jones 

Sent: Friday, 17 July 2015 

I am writing to say thank you for the Hal Harpur Award nomination, and the 

generous money grant towards my next canoe building course with Year 10 students. 

Thank you to Rob Hardy and friend for making the journey to Tuncurry, viewing the 

students’ canoe building efforts, and attending the launch at Forster Keys. I have now 

built more than 60 plywood canoes with students, a dozen skiffs and dinghies with 

unemployed men, youth at risk, and indigenous girls groups, more than 50 two 

metre long people carrying cardboard boats (well painted!) with primary school 

children, and for myself a 7m steamboat (mostly wood…unmentionable material for 

the hull!) and a 5.1m 1930’s style speedboat….is that died and gone to heaven or 

what???  Building boats and canoes with young people is a very rewarding 

experience, especially when the finishing of the vessel is often the first successful 

outcome the students have experienced. Simple boat building is always successful- 

as long as there are no holes, they always float. Shape and finish are relatively 

unimportant- what counts is the smile on the face of the builder- priceless! 

Best wishes, 

Brian Jones. 

I am a member of WBA (but not a very active one!) and can’t think of any better way 

of getting the message out about this free old yacht than to see if you can spread 

the word.  May be it is already common knowledge but if not a mention in the next 

newsletter might be a start.  I’m sorry to send you the covering note from my Kiwi 

friend but not being a computer whiz I don’t know how to get rid of it. 

Regards, 

John Ferris 

SOS 1896 Chas Bailey Yacht To Be Broken Up 

The 40' 1896 Bailey TE UIRA is facing being scrapped in Australia, her owner is 

offering her free to a good (even bad, if it stops the back hoe) home. She is currently 

located at Glebe in Sydney NSW.  Her hull, apart from a leak near the prop is in 

sound condition, she needs an anti-foul. Her owner says that above the water line is 

in ok condition, just needs some TLC.  Her demise is near so if you or anyone you 

know are interested, contact the owner, George Lloyd, on the email link below. 

glloyd01@gmail.com 

Harold Kidd Input 
TE UIRA (usually shortened in Oz to UIRA) was built by C.& W. Bailey and launched 

on 17th October 1896 for Gidgeon Palmer of Melbourne as a 5 rater. 

She was taken across by the steamer TARAWERA with Chas. Bailey Jr going with her 

to settle her in. 

She was quite successful in Melbourne but came up against SAYONARA, the bigger 

Fife-designed cutter. 

She raced in Melbourne with the St. Kilda club for many years, converted to a 

Marconi rig in 1925. 

She was sold in Sydney in 1976 and is now languishing in need of a good owner. 

SHE NEEDS TO BE PRESERVED.  

 

 

 

 

 

Post our WBA July meeting, Pascal Geraghty 

Boating Education Officer from RMS provided the 

following response by email to one of the queries raised at 

that meeting 

Letters to the EditorLetters to the Editor  

mailto:glloyd01@gmail.com


4  Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc. 

Readers of the book "Foul Bottoms" will be familiar with the 28'6" centre 
wheelhouse 1937 motor cruiser Ryegate, and her enigmatic owner, Jack.  
In the book he is a neighbour but I can tell WBA members that he was my 
wonderful dad, but it would be bragging to mention this to the world, an 
attribute he despised.  

Ryegate was restored from 
sad condition by a crew of 
teenage friends who were 
rewarded by cruises along 
the Severn and Avon 
through the heart of 
England.  After we 
convinced ourselves we 
had sufficient experience, 
in a fit of total ignorance, 
we took her down the 
Bristol Channel in 1961.  
Dad was so captivated by 
this that he sold her and 
had a husky 25 foot diesel 
cruiser built in Cornwall for 
the same price he received 
for the fully restored 
Ryegate. 

I left the country  four 
years later but on each 
return, my sister and 
brother in law would 
collect me from the airport 
and drive past Ryegate's 
Worcestershire mooring on 
the way to their house.  For 
the first few decades all 
was well and she was 
soundly maintained.  Then 
deterioration set in.  It was 
like visiting an elderly 
relative in a nursing home 
as she Dorian Grayed into a 
sad looking wreck of a 
once elegant cruiser. 
I thought she can't go 
under, she symbolises too 
many memories of my youth.  If she slides into a ruin, she will be taking 
part of my younger life with her: being part of the inexperienced 
restoration team that self taught themselves to repair and maintain a 
wooden boat,   nudging up to those riverside pubs when one's weekly 
wage was measured in petrol for the MG, halves of bitter and glasses of 
whatever tipple for the girlfriend de jour.  The long twilight summer 
bathing parties when we escaped from our grimly Midland offices.  (And 
the unforgettable interlude with the heavy displacement bohemian drama 
student who said she had forgotten her cossie...), nudging into those snug 
rocky harbours on the Somerset and Devon coasts.  Ryegate's most 

important role 
in her career, 
apart from a 
possible but 
undocumented 
dash to Dunkirk 
in 1940, was to 
enable me to 
fall asleep after 
I was widowed. 

That  was 
twenty years 
ago and it 
seemed that I 
had been 
presented with 

the Amex bill for fifty odd wonderful carefree years.  It seemed that life for 
me, as I knew it ,had ended.  The only way I could get to sleep was to 
imagine I was back in my bunk aboard Ryegate, listening to the wood 
pigeons and splashes of small wildlife, recalling the golden days of 
irresponsible youth .  I could nod off to the exciting thought that you 
could follow the river, down through the Berkley Ship Canal, head down 
the Bristol Channel and reach any harbour on the face of the earth. 
My sister and I thought we would risk one last visit 16 years ago, fully 
expecting Ryegate  to have sunk through neglect. 
But no.  She was fully restored, looking as pretty and neat as when we 
knew her.  

There was movement aboard and we introduced ourselves to Maureen 
and Nigel who had seen her in a desperate state and felt they must rescue 
her.  

In her snug gleaming interior, the kettle was soon hissing in the aft galley. 
I reminded my brother in law that among her many attributes, Ryegate 
made the best cup of tea of all Dad's four boats.  And indeed it was. 
Maureen served the most perfect cuppa that we recalled from memory. 
Yes! my taste buds stood up and cheered that this bit of nostalgia was just 
as good as I remembered.  I was 19 all over again! 
I said the secret is to fill the 1937 galvanised 40 gallon tank with Worcester 

tap water ( which came from the Severn) from a hose.  Then marinate it 
over the winter and pump it up to the galley via a galvanised pipe which I 
repaired with a bit of black rubber hose in 1960 after it burst in that really 
cold winter. 

Maureen smiled and held aloft a bottle of exclusive Malvern Water. 
" I'm sorry to disappoint you, but we only use bottled water on board." 

Just My Cup of TeaJust My Cup of Tea  
  

by John Quirkby John Quirk  

Next Meeting Tuesday August 11th 
Kevin Boyle from Central Foundries 
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I would like to describe my recently finished project, which the Association 
chose to show at the Working with Wood show.  It’s an 18 ft by 33” pulling 
boat, a stretch of Iain Oughtred’s “McGregor” sailing canoe, made in foam 
sandwich with an inside veneer of red cedar, set out in the style of carvel 
planking and traditional decking.  The framing and gunwales are laminated in 
Oregon, it has a single sliding seat, a one piece laminated Oregon and cedar 
outrigger in an outrageous bow shape, and carbon oars.  It weighs a shade 
over 40kg. 

I suppose the obvious question is why a paid up member of a wooden boat 
association would build a foam boat.  I will tackle this in several ways. 

First, I want to say that I don’t really care as to whether this is described as a 
wooden boat or not.  While I like wooden boats, and have owned several, 
including the 37’ ocean racer “Tam’oshanter 2”, and built 4 of the blessed 
things, my interest when I build boats as a hobby is to make really nice 
pulling boats, and not necessarily wooden pulling boats.  Hence the foam 
sandwich build of my current vessel. 

However, I have made four timber rowing boats, starting with a strip planked 
version of Ian Smith’s “Waterman’s skiff”, then three glued clinker ply ships; 
Iain Oughtred’s “Acorn15”, Ken Bassett’s “Liz” and a 17’ stretch of Iain 
Oughtred’s “McGregor” canoe, the latter two in 3mm ply for lightness, and I 
thought it was time to branch out and learn some new skills. 

 I found that the skills involved in a foam build were as much craft skills as 
those I had to learn in glued ply or strip plank building.  I had to learn to 
make the accurate jig in MDF and timber battens, lay out the foam (an 8mm 
scored Divinycell), bog and fair it with polyester resin catalysed to the 
ambient temperature so it goes off in good time, lay out and wet out large 
areas of glass, work carefully and cleanly, and so forth. 

Having helped a friend build a foam cored Manly Junior, I was impressed with 
both the building technique and the result.  Foam sandwich results in a 
wonderfully stiff, light, and strong (for its weight) structure, a true 
monocoque, where the skin virtually is the boat.  I didn’t find the method 
messy, nor the fairing arduous and dusty, though a 40 footer might be a bit 
different, and it was (almost) as quick.  I believed, quite wrongly, that I would 
build a bare hull quickly, and get down to the good bits of woodworking with 
veneers without delay.   

In this build I made some essential mistakes (which the true amateur 
boatbuilder refers to as “interesting surprises”).  It was always my intention to 
veneer the interior of the boat, and I assumed that I could buy veneer about 
2mm thick, having seen some years ago.  Showing my age, I also remember 
that’s how 16 foot skiffs were made.  I would need this thickness to be able 
to cut and plane it to the shape of carvel planking, but, having built the hull, I 
was startled when informed that I could have 0.6mm or nothing.  This is a bit 
like tissue paper, largely intended for vacuum bagging.  Briggs Veneers 
rescued me by directing me to Specialty Veneer Panels who will bond a 
1200mm x2400mm veneer (a “lay-on”) onto a sheet of 1.6mm “bending ply” 
giving me a 4ply sheet 2.2mm thick.  (“Not too thick for you, son?”).  S.V.P do 
this with exterior grade PVA, which is “not suitable for continuous 
immersion”, but if you get continuously immersed on a dry stored boat with 
ten coats of varnish, you have far greater problems than de-lamination of 
your veneer, as you are probably mince underneath the “Marjorie Jackson”.  

Another surprise came after I had faired the outside of the hull.  I had been 
going great guns and had glassed and faired it up, getting quite a fair finish 
reasonably quickly, but it was not until I hosed it off ready for undercoat that 
what looked “quite fair” was revealed as “quite dreadful” when high glossed 
with water.  Several further rounds of bogging and fairing followed, feeling 
for imperfections with my fingers as you can’t see them on a matt finish, then 
giving them a swipe of bog, sanding off, and repeat.  And repeat.  And 
repeat…. 

To digress for a moment, I will mention some issues of pulling boat design, in 

wood or any other material.  Most plans copy 
traditional rowing boat designs, with fixed 
thwarts and charming old fashioned looks.  From 
the start I enjoyed the idea of building these 
lovely looking ships in modern, light materials, 
because for recreational rowing these will turn 
out a bit heavy if built as advised.  They also lack 
a sliding seat, without which, to paraphrase Paul 
Keating, you are “camping out”.  The sliding seat 
makes rowing effortless, giving the ship a 
splendid long distance stride, and it’s unlikely 
that two adults will ever want to sit side by side 
in rowing for pleasure.  You may as well ditch the 
fixed thwart, so long as the hull is otherwise 
reinforced. 

Sliding seats need about 5 feet between the 
rowlocks to make best use of long (9’3’) oars.  
Modern racing sculls use a one piece outrigger 
right across the boat to achieve this, thus tying 
the sides together just where it’s needed.  This 
allows the build to be light and the strain of the 
oar is spread to both sides; the boat is reinforced 
centrally and each side does not have to be 
strong enough to take the rowing strains alone.  I 
replicated this idea on my last three boats.  

Somewhere L. Francis 
Herreshoff comments that 
boats powered by oars or 
paddles should have a bit of 
heft, presumably so they 
“carry their way”.   This may be 
so off the wintry coast of 

Maine in a blow, but doesn’t apply on a calm 
sunny morning on the Lane Cove River.  Light 

weight is a great advantage; my last two boats were in 3mm ply, and 
surprisingly better to row than the 6mm Acorn.  We should not be surprised; 
ask a cyclist if he wants a light or heavy bike.  Of course they are less robust, 
but they don’t have to be pulled out of a thrashing surf onto a rocky beach, 
nor cast nets for herring supporting men in hobnailed sea boots. 

In my boats I dropped the traditional thwarts and made arrangements for a 
central seat, frame and outrigger for rowing one-up, which could be lifted 
out and moved aft, with another seat, frame and outrigger to drop in forward 
for two.  Balance was maintained fore and aft, and with two up, they would 
fly.  Finding someone to come out early in the morning was a different 
matter. 

While on design, a word about sternsheets, those charming, curved, slatted 
seats up the back, whereon your lady friend may sit under a parasol, trailing 
her fingers in the water and sipping a cheeky little pinot gris.  They might be 
suitable for taking the Admiral out to his three decker, but they are silly if you 
row for fun.  The phrase “pulling your weight” comes from rowing, and if 
someone is not pulling their weight, they are, to mix metaphors, a pain in the 
behind.  Rowing becomes a drudge in this situation, and I don’t know how 
Billy Blue put up with it.   

A criticism of foam sandwich construction is that you build the boat twice, as 
you have to make a very complete and accurate jig over which to lay the 
foam.  To an extent this is true, but it just has to be accurate, not watertight, 
nor does it have to have a stem or keel.  The inaccuracy of my jig led to the 
repeated fine bogging and fairing episodes mentioned above. 

There is a well-informed critique of my boat’s “pseudo woodenness” and it is 
just that; it’s mutton dressed as lamb.  A friend, influenced by the Bauhaus 
ideas of design, commented that, in “capital D” design terms, an object 
should stand by itself without embellishment; it should be true to itself, and 
clearly, this is not.  “The red cedar veneer is the marine equivalent of scatter 
cushions”, he advises.  “If you want a wooden boat, build a wooden boat, 
don’t trick something up to look like it”. 

 However, cabinet makers use veneers extensively, both to save precious 
resources and cost, 
and the practice of 
overlaying a ply deck 
with teak strakes 
excites little comment.  
I’m not ready to build 
a carvel hull, and I 
think the planking 
would have to be 
prohibitively thick to 
get a light boat.   I also 
think that the logical 
extension of this view 
is to say to 
Michelangelo “Enough 
with the frescoes 
already, dude, just a 
nice coat of ceiling 
white will be fine”. 

Once again, I am afraid 
I don’t care, as I think 
my boat is very 
handsome, as did everyone at the Working with Wood show, who, 
completely hypnotised, couldn’t resist running their fingers over the varnish 
and cooing appreciatively.  Red cedar and multiple coats of varnish make an 
irresistible combination, as we have found since we ripped the lot out of our 
coastal forests. 

On display at the recent Working with Wood Show 

Not a Wooden BoatNot a Wooden Boat  
from Michael Colemanfrom Michael Coleman  
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I could not help but notice in 
'letters to the editor' that I have 

been sprung telling untruths.  It was only a matter of time.  From now on 
or at least after this article I will endeavour to tread the straight and 
narrow path of fair dinkumness. 

One of the fun parts of my work is taking boats from our little marina 
down to the slip in Cairns, a three hour trip in normal conditions.  Usually 

it is just for an antifoul but often a 
survey is required. 

Up until yesterday I had been using a 
local surveyor that really is a little 
dodgy but sort of reliable and he 
would always give you a ticket, which I 
suppose also makes me a little dodgy.  
Anyway as part of my campaign to 
walk the straight and narrow, I took 
some pleasure in telling him that he 
has just done the last survey for me.  
It seems that anyone involved in 
insurance or other forms of gambling 
are tempted by corruption.  I have 
seen the error of my ways and all 
thanks to an upright member of our 
Wooden Boat Association. 

In my short association with this chap 
I could relay some astounding stories 
but just this one will do. 

I had a boat out at the Cairns Cruising 
Yacht Squadron slip about three years ago.  It needed some work and an 
insurance survey.  There were not too many boats out at the time, it is not 
a big yard and the name of the boat was emblazoned across the transom.  
So I am waiting for our mate who doesn't show, when I phoned him he 
said he could not find the boat and as it was a warm day he was in the bar; 
“Bring your papers”, and that's where we did the survey, very pleasant over 
a nice cold beer.  The boat was never looked at. 

 

But now I have seen the 
light and I will not stray, 
in fact I have decided to 
study for a surveyors 
ticket myself....  We still 
have two surveys that 
were done on Westwind 
before I bought her.  One 
in 1967 and another in 
1997. They are very 
t h o r o u g h  a n d 
professional and it is sad 
to see charlatans doing 
less than they should and 
charging a great deal of 
money for it. 

Meantime one of our 
members is out and 
about and on his way to 
Cairns in his 65 year old 
yacht Lahara.  Mike 
Warner, last heard of 
disappearing into the 
seductive embrace of 
H a m i l t o n  I s l a n d , 
Whitsundays.  I do hope 
he sends his log to our 
editor.  He is a marvellous 
writer. 

It is late in the month, it is 

deadline time, you cant believe the pressure. The owner of the boat I have 
just had surveyed is putting pressure on me so I am putting pressure on 
the surveyor, now our editor is putting pressure on me.  Look what the last 
big bang did.  Ease up all of you. 

What is Anti-fouling Paint? 

In salt water there are teeming thousands upon thousands of small creatures 
swimming along or carried by currents upon spawning.  In the food chain, 
size is important.  The larger the organism the smaller the number of 
predators.  However nature also provides some animals with the ability to 
feed while they are stationary, like mussels, oysters and barnacles for 
example.  They feed by ingesting passing particles carried by currents and 
wave action.  To resist the turbulence these animals have developed a highly 
sophisticated cementaceous adhesive which they use to anchor themselves 
to any surface.  Just like the vacuum created by a rubber suction cup, but 
with a powerful glue.  Once attached, these animals grow and propagate, 
creating colonies or clusters which in turn captures more passing food… and 
so on.   

On a boat that is constantly in the water this creates a significant problem, 
because left untreated the rudder, propellers, prop shaft and other moving 
parts will quickly become so encrusted with growth that they will seize up 
and become inoperable.  This growth also creates significant drag to a 
vessels movement, adding to fuel costs and restricting hull speed. 

The solution  Produce a paint coating that repels these organisms by 
creating a constantly toxic boundary layer of water next to the hull surface.  
These paints were designed to prevent the “fouling” of the surface by 
marine growth, hence the name anti-fouling paint.   

There are 2 basic types of anti-fouling paints, hard and soft.  Those that allow 
the release of the toxins through the paint film, and those that shed part of 
the paint binder/toxins in layers through friction.  The latter are referred to as 
“soft” or “erodible” coatings.  The “hard” or “contact leaching” types leave a 
spent coating of resin binder behind (like holey Swiss cheese) at the time of 
repainting.  This means that the re-coating process builds on top of the 
existing film.  Although this may result in some stripping of the paint layers in 
12-15 years time it also helps to enhance annual repainting because there is 
normally a “reservoir” of remaining toxin in the old coat to enhance the 
performance of the new one. 

To repel these marine organisms a substantial array of chemical compounds 
were trialled.  The most successful of these was Mercury - however as it has a 
half life of 50,000 years the accumulation in fish made it toxic for human 
consumption.  Currently the most environmentally "safe" are copper 
compounds, either as cuprous oxide or the lesser efficient, cuprous 
thiocyanate.  

SELECTION 

Here lies a minefield of controversy.  Put 10 boating people together and 
raise the topic of anti-fouling and there will be 10 “expert” opinions on which 
product is best (and which ones are “rubbish”).  
Then there will be application advice on brush 
versus roller usage and what “brews” can be 
made to improve performance…….. chilli 
powder – sump oil – antibiotics – anti-fungal 
additives and so on.  These do not enhance 
the performance of these paints. 

 

As a guide to performance the recreational 
boatie should study the copper content of the 
product they are about to purchase.  These 
rates are expressed on the front of each label 
(by law) and vary considerably from 
manufacturer to manufacturer.  The rule of 
thumb - the higher the copper content, the 
longer the paint will last.  The "hard" type (or contact leaching) paints are 
really the best value for money.  At NORGLASS PAINTS they make 3 contact 
leaching paints, Topflight Red, Topflight Blue, with cuprous oxide levels of 
1030 grams per litre,  and a special product called Topflight Black, which 

                 THE CAIRNS REPORT 
from Chris & Gilli Dicker 

Based on a series of highly popular articles written for 
Classic Boat Magazine, this witty collection recalls some of 
the incidents the author has survived in over half a century 
of messing about in boats. 

Most sailors will find something to relate to in these 
escapades from around the world and they will bring a wry 
smile to any boaters lips.  The author’s 
wonderfully witty cartoons help bring 
these anecdotes to life.  All these 
stories are true so WBA member Alan 
Williams writes under a pen name so that 
his architectural clients do not think 
they are entrusting their work to a 
seagoing Mr Bean.  Copies are available 

from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95 or less on Amazon.  WBA 
members can get copies from Alan at meetings for $ 20. 

Lahara at anchor in Twofold Bay, Eden 
 in January this year. 

Ready for the Big Bang 

Anti-fouling Paint 
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BUY SWAP and SELLBUY SWAP and SELLBUY SWAP and SELL   
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of 
charge if the member’s name and phone no.  appear.   
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 
25 words).  $30 with a picture.   Ads will run for two 
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.   
Submissions close on the 21st of each month. 
NOTE:  Items for free, No Charge.   Contact the Editor, 
see page 2 for details. 

 

TIMBER for SALE 
The wood was to be used for a Tahoe 19’ 
runabout. http://www.boatdesigns.com/Tahoe-
19/products/764/ 

Assorted pieces of clear grain Hoop Pine AS2272 
Marine  - dressed all round 

2 lengths    6000x32x25 each 

6 lengths    6000x25x10 each 

5 lengths    6000x28x16 each 

18 lengths  6000x20x16 each 

2 lengths    6000x70x20 each 

2 lengths    6000x50x22 each 

2 lengths 1 @ 6000x125x50 and 1 @ 
5400x125x50 

 I also have 3 full sheets of Meranti Marine ply @ 
2440x1220 

2 sheets @18mm (these 2 sheets have pencil 
lines on one side with thumb tack indentations 
used for creating faired lines) 

1 sheet @ 9mm 

(There are also six bulkhead frames that I have 
already cut out – and the remaining off-cuts). 

Not sure what a fair price should be, but I’m 
asking for an offer. 

Ellis,  contact number is 0411 227 800.  

 

 
FOR SALE 
Jabsco Model 51200-2003 Clutched Pump for 

sale. Complete with 32mm (1/1/4”) inlet and 
outlet fittings.  In good condition & happy for 
you to pull off the front cover.  I would 
recommend a new impellor as has been 
collecting dust for ages.    $100.00 ONO. 
Dave Giddings 
Ph. 0412 366 998 or 9533 5470 

FOR SALE 
Seagull outboard 

I have one refurbished seagull Century outboard for 
sale,  $400 
For details or questions, email 
braeng@ihug.com.au  or John on:  02 4369 7687 
 
 
 

was specifically designed for Australia's 
Submarines. 

It contains a plasticiser which prevents the 
coating from cracking when left out of the water 
for considerable periods of time - A considerable 
benefit for boats left on hard stands.  

These NORGLASS anti-fouling products are 
available at ROADTECH MARINE outlets. 

Les Baker 

Norglass Laboratories Pty Ltd 

Peter Minehan and family visit the 
Mid North Coast Maritime 
Museum.  

The Maritime Museum was nominated for a Hal 

Harpur Award in 2013 for the restoration of the 

Flagstaff Signal Station, (flagstaff, flag locker 

and fence) at South West Rocks. 

Whilst on a family holiday to Port Macquarie 
we suddenly found ourselves sitting outside 
the Hibbard Slipway and Boat building yard, 
totally by accident whist we were exploring the 
area (actually lost but don't tell my husband 
that – he will deny it!) 

We had intended to visit anyway and so we 
wandered upon it. We were made so very 
welcomed and given a full tour. 

Keith showed us the original slip winch, a fully 
restored Navy whaler and the plans for the 
spars of the award winning Seal Rocks mast. 
He also gave us a full history of the boatshed, 
which was fascinating. 

As Peter and myself chatted with one of the 
local gentlemen with his son who where 
working on their boat, our younger kids 
paddled in the cool clear waters at the end of 
the slipway. Our oldest son was very excited to 
see the well maintained equipment and we 
where all surprised by how well the shed was 
set up. 

We all had a lovely afternoon in a beautiful 
location hanging out and exploring this last 
remaining colonial boat yard on the Mid North 
Coast. 

Thank you Keith Chambers for your hospitality. 

 

Tania Minehan 

Peter donated a propeller to the Mid North Coast 

Maritime Museum - see Scuttlebutt July 2014. 

mailto:braeng@ihug.com.au
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Having a letter published in a recent boating mag led to some unexpected 

outcomes. I had said in part ".....with appropriate ground tackle,anchoring 

securely should not be a problem in most conditions.". 

  

I had a handful of callers mainly expressing support for another compo-

nent of the letter but one chap, let's call him Bill, asked what I meant by 

"appropriate ground tackle". (Short pause here... was this a football match 

or how long is a piece of string?) After some  discussion, I established that 

Bill had a 30ft "express cruiser" ( yes I can hear you!) with an anchor with 

15 stamped on the side of the shank. Rode consisted of about 30m of 

"light" chain. I took the anchor weight to be 15lb. I expressed the view that 

the anchor and chain both sounded a bit light and that the chain should 

be longer. It transpired that the dealer when selling him the boat felt that 

the ground tackle should be OK and "anyway you don't want too much 

weight in the bow as that compromises performance". Right! I suggested 

that he get a bigger anchor and go to 8mm chain with about 50metres. 

  

At the end of the discussion, Bill thanked me and suggested I write an 

article on anchors and anchoring for possible publication. At this point, my 

brain went into max underdrive, asif it had hit a brick wall! When it re-

turned to some semblance of normality, I contemplated the enormity of 

the task he had suggested. How does one put onto paper the complexities 

of this subject? I then consulted Eric Hiscock's "Cruising Under Sail", Sec-

ond Edition (1969) and observed that he had just managed to fit the sub-

ject into 20 odd pages. The only difference since then is that we have 

numerous new styles of anchor and each individual manufacturer claims 

that its anchor has "super high holding power", whatever that means. 

  

I promptly poured a large scotch and had a lie down. 

  

WOODEN AVACLEW 

  

 

 

 

We have fun in our small boats but the boatmen of the 1840’s would see 
our cruises on rivers, harbours and lakes as very tame events compared to 
the use they made of their small skiffs.  The following is an article from the 
Sydney Morning Herald of the 9th December 1848 on the trip of George 
Mulhall from Moruya to Sydney.  

On the departure of the steamer Juno, for Port Phillip, on the 18th ultimo, a 
well known waterman of this port, named George Mulhall, was hired by 
one of the passengers to proceed in the vessel with his skiff as far as the 
Moruya River, for the purpose of landing him there; his intention being to 
return again to Sydney by the Shamrock.  On the morning of the 27th, 
there being no appearance of the Shamrock, it was concluded she must 
have passed during the night.  Accordingly the passenger immediately 
started for Sydney overland, and Mulhall, being well acquainted with the 
coast, quitted the Moruya at the same time in his skiff, by himself.  The 
same evening he arrived at Batemans Bay, where he stopped for the night; 
starting early the following morning, he by evening reached Ulladulla; left 
there on Wednesday morning, and arrived at Shoalhaven the same night.  
Here he was detained two days, in consequence of heavy gales, but on 
Saturday morning made another start, and contrived to reach Port Aiken 
by 9pm; left there early on Sunday morning, and arrived here about Mid-
day, thus accomplishing a distance of 180 miles by sailing and pulling, in 
an open waterman’s boat, which we may remark was built by Howard, and 
is 21 feet in length. 

For the return journey George would have rowed out from the River 
mouth hoping to meet the Shamrock as she passed by. George Mulhall, 
who was born in the colony of convict parents was a married man in his 
late thirties with a young family. Presumably they were used to him disap-
pearing at sea for extended periods, though I image they were rather 
worried when the Shamrock reached Sydney without George and his skiff 
on board.  George was later to become the first lighthouse keeper at Bar-
renjoey Lighthouse.  He died at age 71 in 1885.  The inscription on his 
headstone reads;_All ye that come my grave to see, Prepare in time to 
follow me, Repent at once without delay, For I in haste was called away. 

Note: Port Aiken mentioned in the article was the early name for Port 
Hacking. 

——   ——   O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  ——   ——   
THIS YEAR 2015 
August 11th Monthly Meeting, Guest Speaker, Kevin Boyle from Central Foundries 
August 17th Committee Meeting 
September 8th Monthly Meeting 
September 14th Committee Meeting 
October 13th Monthly Meeting 
October 18th SASC CLASSIC & GAFFERS’ DAY 
October 19th Committee Meeting 
 
 

NEXT YEAR 2015 

April 16th-17th ANMM Classic & Wooden Boat Festival  

If you have ever had a nights sleep 
interrupted on a boat due to a dragging 
anchor, with the wind blowing you at 52 
knots towards a rocky lee shore, you will 

always opt for the largest anchor and 
quantity of chain that you believe your 

vessel can carry. 

The editor (from experience) 

Letter to the EditorLetter to the Editor  A single handed Voyage in a Small Craft 
from Wendy Simes, wife of Eric Simes 

WBA member at Coila 


