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Scuttlebutt

Ron Binet’s Lizzie 3, a 20 foot long gaff rigged yawl that he built
himself, to a design by Iain Oughtred, shown here on Lake Burley
Griffin, Canberra. Ron also exhibited his vessel at the 2014 Timber
& Working With Wood Show in Sydney
Photograph by Alan Stannard

President’s Report
Ross McLean
At our July meeting, close to 50 members were entertained by
an energetic talk and film presentation by Mr. Hugh Lander of
the Sydney Heritage Fleet. Hugh talked about the museum’s history, aims and
objectives, from the very beginning’s as a Steamship Museum to its currant incarnation as the Fleet. Sydney it seems is not big enough for two maritime museums, hence the name change, even though both museums focus on different
aspects of the marine world. Hugh spoke of progress on the John Oxley, a steam
powered Pilot Ship, and proposed work on Kanangra, an elderly lady from Sydney Ferries and the need for continued public sponsorship in terms of donations
and volunteer work,
as the Fleet receives
next to no financial
support from the
government. After
the closing of the
meeting, the conversations continued in
a lively fashion, with
Hugh, at one point,
being surrounded by
many members with
questions, concerns
and well wishes. The
Fleet has a number
of our very own
WBA members active in it, as carpenters,
shipwrights,
riggers and crew on
the various vessels
and installations that
make up the Sydney
Heritage Fleet. I
therefore encourage
you to also get
involved if you find
Hugh Lander (r) holds his etched glass & bottle of
your
retirement
wine, the traditional gifts to our guest speaker
needing a little action.

Cover Picture
A design titled Eun na Mara by Iain Oughtred, it is a very
carefully thought out practical two-berth trailerable cruiser.
It makes a particularly pleasant little cruising boat, with a
buoyant and sea kindly double-ended hull of shallowdraught, adequate accommodation, and a very versatile
and seamanlike rig, which is easily managed single-handed
in all normal conditions. Headroom below is absolute
minimum, but it's enough. The cockpit holds four comfortably, and six 'cosily'. The rig is easily and quickly
adapted to suit the prevailing conditions.
Length-19' 9", (6.0m), Beam-6' 8", (2.0m), Draft-18", (0.45m) plate up .
Ron launched his boat in March 2009. The vessel is fitted with a small diesel
motor which pushes it along quite well.

Hugh has also offered to make the Fleet’s Shipyard at Rozelle available once
more for a tour by our members, so we will advise you when a date is confirmed.
When Sally and I
toured
the
Echuca region of
Victoria
some
time back, we
met one of the
founders of the
Sydney Heritage
Fleet,
who
treated us to a
look
at
the
Museum’s first
purchase,
a
tractor,
steam
powered naturally.
This month we
are ALL encouraged to ware
our best Hawaiian shirts, as Betty and Peter Gossell will be taking us for a brief
voyage on the good ship California. I will be appropriately dressed in a Hawaiian
shirt, and I trust so will you.
See you there …
Further a field we have –





11th October – BBQ and Tour of Goat Island.
1st/2nd November – Pittwater Classic Timber Boat Festival at R.M.Y.C.
8th/9th November – Raft-up at Blackwattle Bay.

Opinions and advice expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are those of the individual originator’s
only. The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed in this publication or at
such forums. Participation in events organized by the Association may involve certain risks which include the possibility
of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather. Such
risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees
whether to commence or continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by Association officers.
Printed by Power Colour Pty Ltd, 106 Grose Street, Parramatta NSW 2150 A.B.N. 58 066 215 021
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Scan the QR code to go the WBA of NSW Inc. on
the web and follow the links to Scuttlebutt, Hal
Harpur Award and more useful information
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from Brian Hunter

NOTTHE PITTWATER REPORT
The continuing wanderings of a lost sailor cruising the Aussie outback
in a Campervan.....
Well I no sooner got back to the ocean when struck by some tropical
ailment (troppo) and headed back inland in search of the elusive red
claw yabby. I started to get excited at Lake Elphinstone which is about
150kms southwest of Mackay where I bagged 13, three were almost
knife and fork size. A fellow I met there put me onto two other dams
further south which he assured me would produce better catches. I
arrived at the first dam to be advised by some campers they were not
doing any good, “it's too cold now mate” they said, and cold it was.
Having taken in this advice I decided too seek out some 240v power for
my heater, so headed for Kilcoy to seek out an old mate John Morton.
John lives an idealic lifestyle on a remote property near the head waters
of the Brisbane River. His house is the ultimate bachelor shack, no need
to take of your
boots, he greets
me. He has a
work bench for
every occasion,
right inside, and
the walls are
adorned
with
posters and pictures
from
John’s
travels.
Wild deer meat
is delivered fresh
on the hoof in
the nearby hills,
they are as plenThe Shack, aptly named 'Pensioners Paradise'
tiful as the farmers cows. Every outing ends up at the local pub which is the centre of
all social communications and you can get a conversation and a beer,
any time of day. The nice thing about a small village pub is that you are
immediately accepted.

Raffle Winners
Members are advised that Grant Holmes has kindly advised that he will
not be submitting tickets
in our raffles for the next
year as he has managed
to secure prizes on at
least three occasions in
the last year!

cheers for now, Brian Hunter

Grant still has his timber for sale
See previous editions for details
Turpentine
Spotted Gum
Rose Gum
Camphorwood
Norfolk Island Pine

Do not bet darts with this man

Remember: closing date for entries to the 2014
Hal Harpur Award is 30th September

All the timber is air dried and off the saw. Come and have a look and
make an offer.
Give Grant a call on 0400 844 716

Working on immortality - One day at a time

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.
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Creating Something that Never Existed Before ….
he had to invest in a
new coffee machine in
order to get sufficient
steam quantity.

In the contemporary high-end world of specialty coffee, roasters and
brewers are continually seeking fresh ways of presenting their product
with serious upscale aspirations. And any blend that does show up, is
lost among the exotic crowds of direct-trade, micro-lot, farm-to-cup
special-origin coffees with their precise and lengthy names and
engaging stories.
The art of brewed coffee is still being practiced at the upper end of the
industry, and is undergoing a modest revival. It is felt however; that the
art of brewing arguably is best realized when the barista introduces
composite sensory influences in the coffee rather than working with the
same erstwhile techniques.
One of the coffees on the carte du jour at The Boatshed at Woronora
operated by Jane and Jon Bell, is the Wood Steamed Ultra Brew
Cappuccino, and as the name implies, this is a brew with a distinctly
woody flavor where the steam for frothing is passed over carefully
chosen timbers to impart good ripeness and palate fleshiness. The
steaming
of
the
timber is a principal
part
of
the
preparation
and
provides structure. It
also supplies cigar
box
notes
that
contribute to the
flavour and perfume
complexity.
The
tannins are firm but
not harsh, with no
edges. This is a coffee
for current drinking
and matching with
food, because the
2014 vintage is at the
perfect
stage
of
maturity.

Next Meeting Tuesday August 12th
Guest speakers, Betty & Peter Gossell
‘Adventures in Paradise’
aboard the Barquentine CALIFORNIA

New Members
Seven new members in the past month, we welcome -










Sarah (Sally) Ostlund, of Helensburgh, (partner of our President).
Ross Thirmyn of Balgowlah who has a 21ft clinker speed boat, The
Ikon
Mark Kelso of Erina
Trevor Smith
Jason Davies of Bardon Ridge
Rick Smith of Newport
Jack Witte of Tea Gardens who has a trailable gaffer
Geoff Harland who has a 6.7 metre yacht moored on Lake
Macquarie

One of the trade-offs
with this process is
that after sufficient brews have been prepared, another timber or rib is
ready for bending in to the rowing boat that Jon Bell is restoring.
Get down and try one of these distinctive coffees as Jon is keen to get
the timbers steamed and clamped in the jig as soon as possible, besides,
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THE CAIRNS REPORT
from Chris Dicker

Last heard the brown dog
"Skipper" had arrived and
departed Cooktown heading for
Cape York and I have no end of
admiration for both skippers.
The splining of Westwind seems
to have been a great success.
After launching she took a while
to take up due to shrinking of the hardwood backbone but we now take
very little water.
Since then we have been in a Sunday race around
Double Island in which we cheated and still came last and we have done a
sixty mile circuit of Fitzroy Island, Arlington Reef and back to our little
creek. My nephew and his wife had flown up to join us and we were really
out to impress. All was well and even we were impressed until our sail
home when we were swooping to windward into a short chop and
perhaps 18-20 knots when the bronze bobstay turnbuckle parted. We all
know the enormous strains on a bobstay (the stay that holds the bowsprit
down) but the turnbuckle was brand new and of a decent size. There was
some very quick action and I was glad to have my nephew there and glad
he is capable and unshakable. The bowsprit and the very mast was in
jeopardy but we had the genoa off her and two reefs in the main in a
fraction of the time it would have taken me to do it on my own. We
carried on under double reefed main and the little stay'sl with little loss of
speed. How lucky it happened then and not in the middle of the Coral Sea
on a boisterous night.
There is plenty of activity on Westwind as we prepare for our cruise to the
Solomon's. Gilli is a force to be reckoned with when she sets her mind to
a job. She is in charge of stores from purchasing to stowing and for that
matter to cooking them. I could do it all myself with far little fuss but it is
important that 'they' think they are contributing.
Gilli is a casual teacher, which is a perfect job for a cruising gal. I am just
casual. Today she has been doing battle with a year 6 class. According to
Mark Twain kids have not really changed since way back then. He
reckoned when a kid turns 12 he should be put in a barrel and fed
through the bung hole. When he reaches the age of 16, the bung should
be driven home. If anyone, that should have applied to me, and I count
my blessings for having wonderful parents.
Talking of wayward sons; I was lucky enough to meet Dr David Lewis of
Antarctic renown before he passed on to the big ice field in the sky. He
was still amazingly spry and independent at 85 years old. Whilst we were

A WBA MEMBER
&
FORMER
EDITOR
OF
SCUTTLEBUTT

on the hard, a wreck of a big steel sloop was hauled out, leaking very
badly from stem to stern, the owner you would not want for a neighbour.
The boat was somehow familiar but there are lots of sinking wrecks and
lots of people you would not want as neighbours. The boat was called
Grasshopper but I found out she was originally call Solo, an ex Sydney to
Hobart boat that David Lewis had taken down to Antarctica with a mob of
scientists on board. They purposefully froze her in and spent the winter.
David would be up there with Bill Tillman.
He was a little old man walking across a park carrying two shopping bags,
I had read all his books, he was unmistakable but it was not until a little
later when Linus Kidd and myself were sitting in the cockpit of his timber
H28 when his mobile phone rang, "hello, David Lewis", I realised I was
sharing a rum with the great man himself.

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.
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Quirkystuff
The Wrong Trousers

“Not anymore.”
It
was
the
summer of 1960
when I left the
smoke
of
Birmingham and
discovered the
holiday delights
of St Mawes on
the
Cornish
R o s e l a n d
peninsular.

There was so
much to fall in
love with there:
apart from the
leggy six foot
brunette
who
worked in the
kitchen in crutch
cutter shorts, it
was a Technicolor dream of dainty wooden boats dancing on a brilliant
blue sea against a toy town harbour background. This pre motorway
part of remote and rather exclusive part of Cornwall was not filled with
weekend DFL’s (Down from London), but well heeled locals who spoke
either like pirates or 1960 BBC announcers. Not a Midland mumble in
sight, nor the regional speech
impediments now seemingly obligatory
to work for that organization.

You can get all sorts of gluten free food these days but have you ever
tasted the bread? I think they use the recipe from when Stalingrad was
under siege for 900 days by the Germans and they made bread from
sawdust, wallpaper paste and other nutritious industrial waste. So I
have not eaten bread for nearly a year.
As a result I can now slide into those magic trousers!
But there seems to be a problem. They are no longer considered
socially acceptable.
“Well yes, I have actually seen them worn in public.” declared one son.
“Some boring old farts show up in them to my mother in law’s Surrey
garden parties... “With a scowl aimed at killing off my fashion choice.
“You can wear them any time you like, Dear.” said my wife. ‘As long as I
am not in the same post code”.
I found an email to her from the other son. “Please search Dad’s
luggage before you come. Don’t let him bring those trousers.”
So members may have noted that I now turn up twice a month to
mingle with the sartorial fashionistas at WBA meetings dressed in a pair
of faded red trousers, safe in the knowledge that Capt. Tom Hughes
may have selected a similar hued pair from his collection.
But it is the only place I can wear them.
Well, it is here.
Maybe it’s time I went back to see if they will let me into that posh
Cornish Sailing club…

The sea was crystal and the air so clear
you could hardly see it. Birmingham
then was like Jakarta is now.
And when the owners of these beautiful
boats gathered in film set pubs and the
posh sailing club to swill away the salt,
they were all dressed in ‘smart casual’.
Not like us in old flannels and frayed or
shirts that could no longer be used in
the office of the rubber factory in which
I worked. These guys actually owned
‘leisure wear’. There was the occasional
pair of jeans or superannuated cavalry
twills but most of these uber cool
yachties sported faded red cotton
trousers, the soft colour of a fishing
boat’s tanned mainsail. They came
from Jaeger or other such top end tailor
and seemed to cost about half as much
as an Aston Martin.
These were worn above Dunlop
Magistars, the only boating footwear of
note at the time (We wore Woolies five
shilling sand shoes.) and below navy
blazers with black buttons, and ex navy
polo necks. (Brass buttons were for the
hoi polloi.)
That was over 50 years ago and I always
felt that I was denied access not only to
that sailing club but the upper echelons
of professional society because I owned the wrong trousers.
Until September last year.
I was reviewing the latest stock at my tailors (More Shine Fashion, Fah
Yuen Street , Kowloon), when I spied a pair of trousers just like those
ones I fell in love with in Cornwall all those years ago. Perfect length,
pity about the waist...just couldn’t…quite...fasten them …and breathe…at
the same time. How much are they? In Aussie that’s $11. 23…..What
the hell. After 50 years, they have just arrived - in my price range.
So I was admiring them hanging uselessly in my closet at home when
my Doctor rang.
“Your tests show that you are gluten intolerant.” she declared.
“What does that mean?”
“No more beer or bread or pasta, pizza, pies or pastry.”
“But that’s been my diet for the last 60 years”.
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Based on a series of highly popular articles written for Classic
Boat Magazine, this witty collection recalls some of the
incidents the author has survived in over half a century of
messing about in boats.
Most sailors will find something to relate to in these
escapades from around the world and they will bring a wry
smile to any boaters lips. The author’s wonderfully witty
cartoons help bring these anecdotes to
life. All these stories are true so WBA
member Alan Williams writes under a pen
name so that his architectural clients do
not think they are entrusting their work to
a seagoing Mr Bean.
Copies are
available from Boat Books in Crows Nest
at $24.95 or less on Amazon. WBA members can get copies
from Alan at meetings for $ 20.

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.

BUY SWAP and SELL

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of
charge if the member’s name and phone no. appear.
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum
25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads will run for two
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.
Submissions close on the 21st of each month.
NOTE: Items for free, No Charge. Contact the Editor,
see page 2 for details.

PRICE
REDUCED

FOR SALE

PRICE
REDUCED

2009 Scruffie Marine Secret 23. Brand new
Mahogany coloured sails. Registered Trailer
(ACT). Cosmetic work needed on vanish.
$45,000 negotiable.
Please call Beren 0403 367 348

FOR SALE

Petrol tank, brass, for putt putt. Has moisture
collect drain and brass petrol tap. $ 100.00.
contact John Wagemans, 4369 7687 or
braeng@ihug.com.au

HARDBACK and 10 STATIONS.

2004
Quintrex
435
Hornet
Trophy
Eclipse.
4.35m
electric
start
40HP
Mercury
&
Watersnake
trolling
motor,
dual
batteries,
bilge pump, nav. lights,
Lifejackets,
full
carpet,
heavy
duty
Trailer with spare tyre, rego to May 2015.
now $9,000 ono.
Colman 0419 816 666 or colman_chan@yahoo.com

FOR SALE

HALVORSEN 25 Foot, Petarli. Built 1949 for original

Iain Oughtred 5m clinker "Fulmar" with full plans &
offsets and ready to build another.

Located Jervis Bay. Neill Atkins 0409 747 020
nvatkins@gmail.com $250 ONO

FOR SALE

New Hull liner 2m width $20/m.
Bait board $40.
Rod/rocket launcher $130
Colman 0419 816 666 or colman_chan@yahoo.com

WANTED

Advice on choosing a rowing boat design to build,
looking at Alan Whitts Derwent Skiff or 4.2m
recreational rowing skiff from Duck Flats.
Wayne
Connell,
0419
700
025
or

wayne@connellgroup.com.au

Hire Fleet. Chrysler 6 cylinder petrol engine.
Original Halvorsen Layout
Price: $35,000 Peter Mathews 0409 428 070 or
9879 5230

BOOKS FOR SALE
Boat Building Techniques
Illustrated by Richard
Birmingham
Adlard Coles 1985. Excellent
book. For reasons unknown I
have 2 copies, so this one for
sale. $10

Gougeon Brothers on Boat
Construction.
Good
secondhand condition. 1979
which is I think the first
version. Although an early
printing of this book the
material is all still relevant. An
excellent intro to boat building
with epoxy. I was given a 5th
edition. $5.
The Splicing Handbook.
Second Ed. Merry and Darwin.
THE book on splicing. $5.
Contact Nick 0407 236 999

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.
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WANDERER REPLICA PROJECT
A network of people from the far south coast of NSW and Monaro district
have long dreamed about building a full scale replica of Ben Boyd’s luxury
schooner Wanderer.
In 1843 the newly arrived Scottish entrepreneur Benjamin Boyd proposed
to base his Steamship Company at Twofold Bay, Eden.
As
well
as
e x t e n s i v e
holdings in the
‘Government’
town of Eden,
Benjamin Boyd
purchased
a
large section of
land
in
the
southern portion
of the bay where
he began to
build Boydtown
and East Boyd in
1
8
4
3
Lord Simon Boyd and his PA Barbara Rivers, with the
commencing with
original shipwright’s model of Wanderer
the
‘Seahorse
Inn’ (now restored as a boutique hotel) and later that year the area’s first
Post Office. In a census of 1849 only 49 people were
listed as living in Eden whereas over 200 resided in
Boydtown. Boyd himself spent little time at Boydtown,
preferring to operate from his property in Neutral Bay,
Sydney.

Not only would this Wanderer project keep alive ship building skills in
Eden and the surrounding region, but once completed, it will provide
ongoing work and add another tourist attraction to Two Fold Bay.
A brief history .....
The Eden and NSW far south coast communities have initiated a project to
build a full scale replica of Ben Boyd’s luxury 1830s schooner, Wanderer.
The project aims provide employment, education/training and tourism
opportunities throughout the build, as well as when she is a sailing
concern.
After a year of meetings, the Wanderer Replica Project Committee have
achieved a great deal.
A Development Application for the construction site of the hull at
Boydtown is under consideration by the Bega Valley Shire Council, and
naval architects, Peter Lowe Design Pty Ltd in collaboration with local
shipwright Morrie Lynch of SE Nautical Services are working on the yacht’s
plans for submission to RMS.
At the Eden Whale Festival there was a lot of interest in the project and a
“Purchase a Plank” fundraise was launched.
Anyone interested in being involved with the project is welcome on board.
Please contact Clare Whiter at the Eden Community Access Centre on (02)
6496 3970 or at accesscentre@eden.nsw.au.

Benjamin Boyd was a controversial figure in Australian
history. He soon became one of the largest landholders
in Australia with more than 2,000,000 acres (810,000
hectares) as well as interests in whaling, shipping,
export, banking and finance. He was also elected to the
NSW Legislative Assembly. He instigated many
grandiose schemes but his financial empire was plagued
by shipping losses, labour disputes and financial
mismanagement until he was declared bankrupt in 1848
and departed for the Californian goldfields in 1849 to
attempt to recoup his fortunes. In 1851 he disappeared
in the Solomon Islands when he went ashore to hunt
ducks. His body was never recovered, despite searches
initiated by his creditors. By this time, Boydtown had
become a virtual ghost town with its church roofed but
otherwise unfinished, as it remains today.

— — ON THE HORIZON — —
THIS YEAR 2014
August 12
September 9
October 11th
October 14
October 25th & 26th
Oct 31st & Nov 1st
November 7th, 8th & 9th
November 8th/9th
November 11
December 6
December 9

WBA meeting – Guest speakers, Betty & Peter Gossell
‘Adventures in Paradise’ aboard the Barquentine CALIFORNIA
WBA Meeting - Guest speaker, Bruce Stannard,
‘VARG - Recreating a 1924 Johan Anker eight meter’
BBQ and tour of Goat Island
WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker & member, Peter Widders,
“Red King's Voyage: The building of a 19' strip-planked sea kayak”
Shoalhaven River Festival further info contact Greg Clark on greg.clark@people.net.au or (02) 4447 8384
Jaca Wooden Boats, Grafton
Narooma Boats Afloat weekend.
Raft up at Blackwattle Bay
WBA Annual General Meeting
BBQ, Quarantine Reserve, Abbotsford
End of year dinner & Hal Harpur Award presentation

NEXT YEAR 2015
January 13
February 6th to 9th
February 10
February 21st/22nd
March 10
March 11th, 12th & 13th
April 3rd, 4th & 5th
April 14
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WBA meeting
Wooden Boat Festival, Hobart, Tasmania
WBA meeting
Raft up @ Bantry Bay
WBA meeting
Repton Run, (dates chosen are mid-week as tides are not favorable for weekends around this time)
Classic Boat Fest on the foreshore of Lake Macquarie at Toronto
WBA meeting
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