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Scuttlebutt

Peter Smith laminating a new tiller utilising a steamer to heat the
timber for bending, at the Timber & Working With Wood Show in
Sydney
Photograph by Simon Riddell

President’s Report
Ross McLean

I managed to survive the U.S.A. and had the pleasure of
watching my son Michael graduate from Trinity College in
Connecticut and give the student’s reply at the graduation
ceremony and later watch Sally row a whale boat down the
Mystic River while following the Charles W Morgan, the Seaport’s whaling
ship, as she set to sea to take on ballast in New London prior to beginning a
2-3 month voyage along the east coast of the U.S.A. From reports coming
in, she tacks well under canvas without the assistance of engines, as she has
none, other than a tug for docking manoeuvres. I also bumped into an old
acquaintance who had a boat next to the school boat I used when I first
began teaching sailing in Connecticut. This chap allowed me to park on his
wharf, and also had his entire family give Sally a rousing cheer as she rowed
past. Sally is planning to give a talk on the Charles W Morgan in the next
year.
Our June meeting saw approximately 40 members entertained by Kevin Isle
with a presentation on recycling scrapped wardrobes into a classic boat.
Kevin gave a lively talk with numerous photos, and fielded a good number
of questions afterwards.

was one, the Hall
was indeed very
crowded on those
days. Sunday was
busy in the morning, but eased off
fairly quickly in the
afternoon.
On Thursday 26th,
Phil Turvey and I
set up The WBA
Shed in the wee
hours
of
the
morning, I then
managed to figure
out a new layout for our somewhat reduced space allowance. Fortunately
we had a couple of cancellations, which made it easier to get the boats in
that did come. There was even enough room for Buccaneer, even though
I was prepared
to take her home
at the last minute if all the
other
exhibits
did turn up.
Once we realised
that all that were
coming
were
there, Sally and I
hastily
rigged
Buccaneer with
much
appreciated help from
Dave
Pagano,

The WBA Shed and display at the Timber & Working With Wood Show
This past weekend, 27th, 28th, 29th of June was the Timber & Working With
Wood Show, held at the Homebush Show Grounds. Show attendance was
up on last year for both Friday and Saturday, and as we were located in a
smaller venue due to other shows being held simultaneously, ‘Wine & Food’

Jamie Snodgrass’ wood and canvas canoe;
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Scan the QR code to go the WBA of NSW Inc. on
the web and follow the links to Scuttlebutt, Hal
Harpur Award and more useful information
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thanks Dave!
On show, and representing the Association were, Ron Binet’s Lizzie 3, a 20
foot long gaff rigged yawl; Kevin Isle’s Janine Anne, our 2013 Hal Harper
award winning entrant, accompanied by a beautiful pram dinghy, a 2 foot
Sydney Harbour Skiff & a 48 inch pond boat; Dave Pagano’s Bernadine, a
14 foot long racing boat with an extremely unique power plant from the
Holden/Repco companies, just 103 or so manufactured complete with a
timber water ski designed and built by our ‘very own’ Brank Young; Jamie
Snodgrass’s wood and canvas canoe; and my Buccaneer. But wait, there
was more! We also had the original tank-test hull for Gretel, an American
49 inch pond boat, with Quirky donating to the show two model schooner
hulls; an elegant model of a gaff rigged cutter of some 36 inches in length
plus a series of drawings and diagrams, which we hung up around The

from Brian Hunter

NOTTHE PITTWATER REPORT
I have just set a new record for myself, 56 days away from the ocean,
which is something I do not wish to even contemplate ever doing
again. Central Australia has some wonderful places to visit but the
many kilometres of driving to get to them can be almost painful. My
bucket list is a lot smaller after this last trip and I am positive true contentment lies somewhere close by the ocean. It was almost surreal
reaching the coast near Bowen last week and I am now almost certainly
in paradise at Airlie Beach, at least it will do nicely for now. Paved
streets, green grass under foot, water that is drinkable, lots of shops,
the things that most of us take for granted. The weather is very agreeable also and brings out scores of bikini clad young ladies, of course I
am not in the least interested in them.

Auxiliary Ketch PELORUS

The only noteworthy subjects to photograph were the auxiliary ketch
PELORUS and the schooner SOLWAY LASS. Seeing SOLWAY LASS
again brought back memories of her plying Sydney harbour years ago, I
was even fortunate enough back then to enjoy a fine dinner aboard.
I hope all of you at home in Sydney are not suffering to badly from the
cold of winter, if you are then this is the place to be, and the prices are
cheap also.
Pram dinghy by Kevin Isle
Shed and on adjacent walls. Peter Smith turned up with a sheet of ply and
Tony Curtis’s steamer. He then proceeded to make a new tiller for Wayfarer, Gale’s yacht, this activity certainly drew a crowd.
My thanks to all who came to support the WBA with time fielding questions, and signing up new members. They were – Chris Arnold; Jon Bell;
Keith Cole; Tony Curtis; Chris Goddard; Grant Holmes; Helen & Kevin Isle;
Marilyn & Alan Jones; Nick Lawther; Brett Mould; Suzi & Dave Pagano and
family; Sally Ostlund; Simon Riddell; Gayle & Peter Smith; Jamie
Snodgrass; Ian Stewart; Heather & Phil Turvey; Jim Willett; Jo-Anne & Alan
(Quirky) Williams; Brank Young.
For us, in these hard times, the show was a success as we gained 4 new
members and 3 renewals, including Rick from the Timber & Working With
Wood Show management.
This month our guest speaker is Hugh Lander of the Sydney Heritage
Fleet, with what promises to be an excellent presentation. I have had the
pleasure of witnessing one of Hugh’s presentations in the past and highly
recommend him, especially as a number of our members are also members of the Fleet, with some being knowledgeable advisers, and at least
one a captain.
See you there …

Schooner SOLWAY LASS

cheers for now, Brian Hunter
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From Alan Stannard
I find our monthly newsletter Scuttlebutt is a great way
to communicate with our fellow members and I
encourage other members to submit articles and
photographs of interest to our Editor.

THE CAIRNS REPORT
from Chris Dicker

In the June edition of SB; I
placed a wanted advertisement for a bronze
propeller and as a result of the advertisement I
received a call from WBA member Peter
Minehan of Presidents Shipwrights Services
wishing to donate a used propeller close to the
dimensions to the Mid North Coast Maritime
Museum (MNCMM) requirement.

They say the hardest part of a
job or a journey is to start. I
think the beginning and the
end are like the pastry of a
good pie it is what's in the
middle that really counts.

The donated propeller has now been cleaned
and polished; this process revealed the makers
name HENLEY, looking up Google it gave the
information of a
New
Zeala nd
company making
propellers
and
marine ware.

Westwind came out looking like she did not need to come out. Last year I
thought I might spline her but the seams were just too good. This year
also I was looking for a sign that would lead me to spline. The seams were
still perfect with no movement in the paint or putty whatsoever, so why
spline at all and where on earth does the brown dog come into it.
The Cairns Cruising Yacht
Squadron is still a great place to
haul out. Before they lift you out
you are handed a form to read
and sign. It simply states that
you are responsible for you own
actions and if you hurt yourself
whilst in the boat yard it will
probably be as a result of your
own carelessness. I am always
more than happy to sign.

I would like to thank Peter for his kind
donation and hopefully the propeller will
be satisfactory for the museums launch
SHARPIE.
For further reading about the MNCMM
see
www.maritimemuseumcottages.org.au/

The odds seemed against us
from the start with two solid
weeks of unseasonal rain. The
poor cane farmers had a
beautiful crop for once but could
not get into the paddocks to
harvest.
I am sure they sat
around the kitchen table and
worried about the poor boaty
that could not do his painting
etc.
The weather has finally cleared
and for the second time since I have owned Westwind I have raked all the
caulking out of her seams and taken her back to bare wood. She was only
recaulked about eight years ago. I used cotton from various sources and
found that 85% was still good; the rest had turned black and was starting
to rot. An old boat builder was horrified that I had used cotton bellow the
waterline at all. Since then I have discovered a supply of beautiful oakum
up here and would use nothing else if I was to caulk again.
It is all too late now as the first of the splines have gone in and before the
end of this article I hope the whole lot will be done.
Hibbard Boatshed (MNCMM)-Port Macquarie 2014

Driving the cotton in eight or so years ago was almost a spiritual
experience and I felt it was right. Somewhere in my ancestry there has
been a caulker, which re-emerged in me, be it fanciful or not, it seemed a
very natural thing to do and more than anything bonded me to the boat.
Pushing the splines into those same seams today gave me the same
feeling, that it was right.
It is the 24th of June and
tomorrow we begin our 5th week
on the hard. I have a sneaking
suspicion that covering oneself in
antifouling
dust
then
conglomerating it all with epoxy
resin for weeks on end is not
good for you. It is well that
Westwind is due for a gallop
across the Coral and Solomon
Seas in August. As polluted as
the sea may be, we will be
cleansed.
The splining goes well, it is not
finished but it will be finished.
Don’t rush me.

Sharpie on the slips at Hibbard Boatshed (MNCMM)
-Port Mcquarie April 2014
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Dogs are one of my favourite
animals. Their devotion to their
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appreciation.

owner sometimes defies logic.
When we first arrived in the boat
yard there was a small wooden
boat with a swing keel propped
up not that far from us (far
enough thank goodness!) Tied
to one of the props was a little
brown dog who seemed to get
little or no attention throughout
the day and its unhappy howl
could be heard sometimes after
day was done. I naturally made
a big fuss of the dog who would
turn himself inside out with

The boat was towed on a trailer from Port Augusta to Yeppoon near
Rockhampton, then sailed up to Cairns, just the owner and 'Skipper", the
dog. The plan now is to sail the little boat across to Darwin.
It was departure time and I had said my goodbyes, especially to Skipper.
From where I was working I could see clearly the wife of the owner of the
little wooden boat cast him off and thinking that he was cutting it very fine

New Member
Only one new member in the past month, we welcome Jamie Arvela of
Earlwood who doesn’t have a vessel at present but he has plans.....
as the wind was pushing him onto some piles, I also thought it strange
that Skipper the dog was still on the pontoon and looking on with
innocent enthusiasm. The other skipper realised his plight and gave the
boat full throttle, seconds after that the little brown dog left the pontoon
doing a good 4 knots. He was still attached to the boat on a long line to
give him room to roam around the deck. He had hopped off at the last
minute. If he was a rat I would worry.

His boat was built with ten thumbs. No
fingers were harmed in anyway

I commented to his wife that things could only get better; she replied
casually "that's nothing". I only hope the owner or the little brown dog
can write.

Next Meeting Tuesday 8th July
Guest speaker—Hugh Lander,
Public Affairs Manager, Sydney Heritage Fleet,
‘Sydney Heritage Fleet – Sydney’s Best Kept Secret’
Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.
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Quirkystuff

“Long ago, in a boat yard far away, a young Australian was
working overseas and learning his trade. When not working in the yard,
he built his own boat on the balcony of his flat. He spent many years
there working and messing about in boats and acquired a mass of
furniture and really special belongings. When the time came for him to
return home, he packed all the acquisitions to take back with him ,
including the boat.
Then a thought struck him: Australia had a very high import duty on
boats. The household stuff would be duty free, but what if they hammered
him on the assessed value of the boat . Boats are so expensive in
Australia....
Our young boat builder fretted over this dilemma and finally came up with
the solution you see ....”.

BOOKS FOR SALE
Boat Building Techniques Illustrated by Richard
Birmingham
Adlard Coles 1985. Excellent book. For reasons unknown I
have 2 copies, so this one for sale. $10
Gougeon
Brothers
on
Boat
Construction. Good secondhand
condition. 1979 which is I think the first
version. Although an early printing of
this book the material is all still relevant. An excellent intro
to boat building with epoxy. I was given a 5th edition. $5.

Based on a series of highly popular articles written for Classic
Boat Magazine, this witty collection recalls some of the
incidents the author has survived in over half a century of
messing about in boats.
Most sailors will find something to relate to
in these escapades from around the world
and they will bring a wry smile to any
boaters lips. The author’s wonderfully witty
cartoons help bring these anecdotes to life.
All these stories are true so WBA member
Alan Williams writes under a pen name so
that his architectural clients do not think
they are entrusting their work to a seagoing Mr Bean. Copies are
available from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95 or less on
Amazon. WBA members can get copies from Alan at meetings for $ 20.
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The Splicing Handbook. Second Ed. Merry and Darwin.
THE book on splicing. $5.
Contact Nick 0407 236 999

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.

BUY SWAP and SELL

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of
charge if the member’s name and phone no. appear.
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum
25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads will run for two
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.
Submissions close on the 21st of each month.
NOTE: Items for free, No Charge. Contact the Editor,
see page 2 for details.

FOR SALE

Primal Farr is 30 foot LOA & was built by Alpha
Marine from a Bruce Farr design. It is constructed
of cold moulded NZ kauri with triple diamond
spreaders. A fast boat.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

PRICE
REDUCTION
HARDBACK and 10 STATIONS.
Iain Oughtred 5m clinker "Fulmar" with full plans &
offsets and ready to build another.

Sails: 1 racing main (good condition), 1 delivery
main (good condition), #1 light jib, #1 med jib
(good condition), #1 heavy jib, #2 jib, #3 jib,
Spinnakers x 3,. Anchors x 2, Metho stove
$16k neg
Contact Chris Goddard for more information on
0414 447 007

2004
Quintrex
435
Hornet
Trophy
Eclipse.
4.35m
electric
start
40HP
Mercury
&
Watersnake
trolling
motor,
dual
batteries,
bilge pump, nav. lights,
Lifejackets,
full
carpet,
heavy
duty
Trailer with spare tyre, rego to May 2015.
$9,500 ono.
Colman 0419 816 666 or colman_chan@yahoo.com

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Located Jervis Bay. Neill Atkins 0409 747 020
nvatkins@gmail.com $250 ONO

WANTED

Putt putt wanted to restore. If you have one
that you no longer use or which needs repair
please contact John Wagemans 4369 7687

Petrol tank, brass, for putt putt. Has moisture
collect drain and brass petrol tap. $ 100.00.
contact John Wagemans, 4369 7687 or
braeng@ihug.com.au

HALVORSEN 25 Foot, Petarli. Built 1949 for original
Hire Fleet. Chrysler 6 cylinder petrol engine.
Original Halvorsen Layout
Price: $35,000 Peter Mathews 0409 428 070 or
9879 5230

FOR SALE

Seagull/Featherweight1-2 hp (F534FF3) for sale.
Great compression Big spark, Carby converted to
25:1 so no smoke. Suits small dinghy (as
advertised) Starts second pull when cold , first pull
when
hot,
every
time!
$420.00
John
Wagemans,
(02)
4369
7687
or
braeng@ihug.com.au

WANTED

Advice on choosing a rowing boat design to build,
looking at Alan Whitts Derwent Skiff or 4.2m
recreational rowing skiff from Duck Flats.
Wayne
Connell,
0419
700
025
or

wayne@connellgroup.com.au

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.
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Did you Know.................

Timber For Sale
Turpentine
100x75
2.5 & 4.6 metre lengths
70x30 & 70x105
3.9 metre lengths
130x130
3.9 metre lengths
Spotted Gum
70x25
5 metre lengths
150x60
5 metre lengths
300x40
5 metre lengths
Rose Gum
85x20
3.6 metre lengths
Camphorwood
250x30
3.6 metre lengths
Norfolk Island Pine
150x25
3.6 metre lengths
All the timber is air dried and off the saw. Come and have a look and
make an offer.
Give Grant a call on 0400 844 716

George Gear, with some help from his wife Chris, fold and post Scuttlebutt out
to members each month. They have estimated that over the years they have
probably processed more than 38,000 copies!
Naturally, this is a voluntary task, but from time to time, George and Chris
need to take a vacation, so if you believe you could step in and help out,
speak with them or a committee member.

— — ON THE HORIZON — —
THIS YEAR 2014
July 8
August 12
September 9
October 11th
October 14
November 8th/9th
November 11
December 6
December 9

WBA Meeting - Hugh Lander, Public Affairs Manager, Sydney Heritage Fleet,
‘Sydney Heritage Fleet – Sydney’s Best Kept Secret’
WBA meeting – Guest speakers, Betty & Peter Gossell
‘Adventures in Paradise’ aboard the Barquentine CALIFORNIA
WBA Meeting - Guest speaker, Bruce Stannard,
‘VARG - Recreating a 1924 Johan Anker eight meter’
BBQ and tour of Goat Island
WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker & member, Peter Widders,
“Red King's Voyage: The building of a 19' strip-planked sea kayak”
Raft up at Blackwattle Bay
WBA Annual General Meeting
BBQ, Quarantine Reserve, Abbotsford
End of year dinner & Hal Harpur Award presentation

NEXT YEAR 2015
January 13
February 10
February 21st/22nd
March 10
April 14
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WBA meeting
WBA meeting
Raft up @ Bantry Bay
WBA meeting
WBA meeting
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