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Scuttlebutt

Peter Gossell manhandling a Douglas Fir log on his
property destined to be a mast for his schooner.
See story on page 8
Photograph supplied by Peter Gossell

Treasurer’s Report
Jon Bell
(acting for the President)
Members may recall April’s Afloat magazine, in which Bruce Stannard reported on Kaci Kronkhite’s contribution to the Port Townsend Festival(s) in
Washington, USA, and both repeatedly mentioned the key ingredient of a
successful festival – Passion!
At the May meeting, John Wood regaled 44 members and guests with a
brief history of this Association (NSW branch) and the first five Wooden
Boat Festivals, and what
was most in evidence was
the passion. Not for glory
(little of that) or personal
gain (more the opposite!)
but just to overcome all
the obstacles necessary to
share the love of wooden
boats with other enthusiasts and to hope just
some of it rubs off on the
many interested but as yet
uncommitted visitors.

sign). Their stated
reason for joining
was to find out
how best to look
after her, so it
appears
that
“Catch the Passion”
is alive and well.
Members
were
alerted to a farewell cruise on the
Steam Yacht Ena at
the end of May
(before she heads
to Melbourne –

Kelpie, Year launched 1884, LOA: 9.2 metres
see http://enasteamyacht.com.au) and
Tom Hughes recounted a bit of her
history.
The Raffle was drawn by John Wood
and won by Grant Holmes with Merrin
Maple-Brown as runner-up. The matter has not been referred to ICAC.
At the time of writing, discussions with
the Australian National Maritime Museum about the next Classic and
Wooden Boat Festival are on-going
but infrequent, with no firm commitment to a date.

Just consider - the first 5
Festivals (starting in 1990)
were orchestrated and
underwritten entirely by
John, his wife Helen and
their equally dedicated
family. The festivals ran
annually. They were free
(to visitors). Large and
small organisations were
motivated to participate,
John Wood addressing the meeting
sponsor and/or work behind the scenes to prepare, run and clear up after each festival. Three days
before the event one year, having done all the organisation and committed
all the funds, John was in the Land and Environment Court fighting the local
Council who did not want the festival to go ahead. That it did is a testament
to John’s passion and commitment to what is, at the end of the day, simply
the joy of sharing and a hope that others will catch the fever and continue
to cherish both the heritage and the future of wooden boats.
The Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc had its formative meeting at the
end of the last day of the first festival and was officially incorporated in
September 1991. Membership is now nudging 300 with a large core of long
-term members and a fringe of those new and departing.
Grant Holmes captured the mood of the meeting in thanking John and
Helen not only
for the interesting talk but
mainly
for,
well, for everything!

44 members and guests

Guests at the
meeting
included Dougal
& Merrin Maple-Brown who
had
recently
become
the
proud owners
of John and
Helen’s boat
Kelpie, (a William Fife de-
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Scan the QR code to go the WBA of NSW Inc. on
the web and follow the links to Scuttlebutt, Hal
Harpur Award and more useful information
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The Mighty Caravel Notorious
from new member Graeme and Felicite Wylie
Notorious is a recreation of a 15th century Spanish or Portuguese caravel,
researched, designed and created single handed by Graeme Wylie, at his
home in Bushfield, south west Victoria. Caravels were a revolutionary
design in the 1500's, being the ships of discovery that enabled European
explorers to circumnavigate the world.
Graeme was inspired to recreate a caravel by the mysterious Mahogany
ship, an ancient
wreck
first
discovered
by
Europeans
in
1836
near
Warrnambool,
south
west
Victoria.
This wreck was
last seen in 1886,
and it is thought
to have been one
of three caravels
that
voyaged
down the East
photo suppled by Felicite Wylie, taken by Val Kinghorne
Coast of Australia
in 1522. Interested
parties have searched for the wreck for 100 years without success.
Notorious is built from Monterey cypress,* that was salvaged from farms
across the south west Victoria, where it was widely planted in the late
1800's as windbreaks.
Plantation grown in New Zealand since 1860 for shipbuilding, the seed
was carried to south west Victoria with shepherds travelling to the Henty's

Portland Bay settlement, the birth
place of Victoria.
Many hundreds of these windbreaks
were
planted,
with
today's
landowners bulldozing and bon
firing the trees with impunity.
Graeme saw this valuable resource
being wasted, and began salvaging
logs from the early 1990's.
Building a horizontal bandsaw with
a seven foot mouth enabled
Graeme to breakdown the logs,
creating beautiful bespoke furniture
for eight years. Eventually, the 300
ton log pile spoke a different song,
and Graeme decided to build a
boat.
Two years of research and design
followed, with the ironbark keel laid
in April 2002.
Notorious was launched in February
2011 at Port Fairy, Victoria, with an
excited crowd of over 400 people in
attendance.
The vessel weighs 58 tonnes, and is a
replica Caravel, a type of ship used
in the 15th century. It is 21 metres
long, six metres wide and 17 metres
high. Apart from the keel, most of
the wood for its construction is
recycled and reclaimed Monterey
Cypress, and the ship is covered in
600 litres of tar.
Notorious has a period finish known as black varnish, a mixture of
Stockholm tar, linseed oil, pure turpentine and pitch. The bottom is
coated with modern anti-fouling paint. Notorious is double planked below
the waterline and tar
has been squeezed
between the layers.
The caulking material
is cotton sealed with
a mix of ash and tar.
Since
Notorious'
maiden voyage in
January 2012, she
has sailed over 5000
nm in the Southern
Ocean, Bass Strait,
Tasman and Coral
Seas.
Notorious
is
Australia's
earliest
ship reconstruction,
and is the only
caravel
in
the
15th century cooking, - photo by Ross McLean
S o u t h e r n
Hemisphere.
Notorious is a Museum Ship, and open for public inspection, onboard and
below deck, when visiting different Ports.
Notorious is en route to the Whitsunday's and plans to visit a number of
ports on the East
Coast,
including
Sydney,
on
her
southbound voyage
in the spring.
Follow
the
adventures
of
Notorious
on
www.facebook.com/
notorioustheship
The interior is an
authentic
period
design, including a
cooking fire.
The
ship has modern GPS

photo suppled by Felicite Wylie, taken by Judy Fuller

photo by Ross McLean

Cupressus macrocarpa, commonly known as Monterey cypress, is a species of cypress
native to the Central Coast of California. Its wood being fairly durable has been used
for bee boxes, boat building, outdoor furniture fence posts, firewood. Can grow quite
large to 40 m tall and diameter to 3 m.
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THE CAIRNS REPORT
from Chris Dicker

photo by Ross McLean
navigation, a 170hp General Motors diesel engine and some other mod
cons, all hidden behind timber panels.
The bottom is coated with
modern anti-fouling paint. Notorious is double planked below the
waterline and tar has been squeezed between the layers. The caulking
material is cotton sealed with a mix of ash and tar.

There are changes afoot in Cairns. Not just the fact that the cane has
speared and will be ready for harvesting in the next few weeks or the trade
wind establishing itself for the dry season; seasonal changes that are
comforting, reassuring.
No, these changes are caused by the rampage of progress and
development and who are we to stand in its unstoppable way. In the few
short years we have been here we have seen close by bushland bulldozed
and wide open spaces pegged out and built on. Even our friendly marina
at the end of the little mangrove lined creek is being built out, a tavern,
units, town houses etc. Even more frightening is the go ahead that has
been given to a Chinese consortium to build a whacking great casino at
Yorkeys knob, which is at the entrance to our little creek.
I suppose nothing lasts forever and we are only passing through after all.
On a brighter note I had ordered some King Billy pine from Strahan in
Tasmania. Ten days and a lot of phone calls later the lady in the office
admitted she could not supply it. A good friend from Hobart got wind of
my dilemma and asked me how much I wanted and when. As of today a
big bundle of King Billy pine is speeding towards Cairns. Tomorrow
Westwind comes out to have her bottom planking splined. We have set a
month to five weeks aside to do this job and Gilli is adamant that I will do
no jobs for other people during that time.
Ah, to be able to say .....no.

Raffle Prize Winners
The Raffle was drawn by our member and guest speaker John Wood,
(centre) and won by Grant Holmes with Merrin Maple-Brown as runner-up.
The matter has not been referred to ICAC.

photo by Ross McLean
When I spoke with Felicite, they were moored on the Clarence River at
Iluka on the NSW North Coast having sailed from Coffs Harbour. This is
the second trip up the coast for the vessel. The plan is to sail north to the
Whitsunday’s.
The vessel weighs 58 tonnes. It is 21 metres LOA, a beam of 5½ metres
and 17 metres high. Apart from the keel, most of the wood for its
construction is recycled and reclaimed Monterey Cypress.

New Members
Graeme Wylie of Bushfield, Victoria who has Notorious, a replica fifteenth
century caravel, 17.5 metres LOA with a displacement of 58 tonnes. (see
story on page 3).
Brian Wilson of Sutherland who has a gaff rigged dory of 21ft LOA and is
trailerable.
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from Brian Hunter

T
NOTHE
PITTWATER REPORT

crays in the well for dinner, or lunch or even for breakfast; for that matter. I
don't imagine life could get much better eh?
As I write this I am about to leave Alice Springs heading north to Darwin,
this is about as far as I wish to be from an ocean.

It is the unexpected and chance meetings one has whilst travelling that
create special memories. Whilst in Portland SA visiting a friend we went
down to the harbour foreshore where a nice new floating marina has been
built, the town is obviously expecting a huge increase in recreational
boating; and unexpectedly caught up with Tim Phillips and his lovely wife
Sally. Tim and Sally are the proprietors of The Wooden Boat Shop at
Mornington Victoria, they have been very involved in the resurgence of the

Centreboard winch STORM BAY

Original restored Couta Boat ARIEL at Portland SA
Couta boat fleet there over the past several years. The business occupies a
large site and building extensions were well underway when I visited there
in April. The business will be well placed to cope with future demand for
new wooden boat construction and restorations and a visit to their website
reveals the interest they have in producing beautiful traditional vessels
both sail and power, just Google wooden boats Australia. They were
returning from a trip to Adelaide aboard their beautiful traditional cray
boat STORM BAY when I caught up with them in Portland. STORM BAY is a
54' gaff topsail cutter which actually worked under sail in her early days.
Tim has completed a magnificent restoration of her faithful to her original
design, including lifting centreboard with original design hand winch and
wet well for the catch. He also has current fishing licences in place so she
can legally work, if desired. Just imagine cruising her with some fresh live

STORM BAY departing Portland for Port Fairy before a stiff breeze
Hope
your
wind
is
Best regards Brian Hunter.

blowing

in

the

right

direction,

A wooden boat requires of her owner a
custodial obligation and responsibility that
has absolutely nothing to do with financial
return on investment or annual cost of
maintaining and operating her.
.

STORM BAY at Portland SA

Next Meeting Tuesday 10th June
Guest speaker—Kevin Isle,
winner of 2013 Hal Harpur Award
Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.
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Quirkystuff

Very many years ago, a little girl was sent to stay with her maiden aunt during the school
holidays. The aunt lived by the sea, but as it rained nonstop, beach activity was out.
During a break in the weather, the little girl strolled around the waterfront and found a
boatshed where a number of men were working on wooden boats and about to build
another one. They offered her a cup of tea. Afterwards, she washed all their cups and
cleaned up the sink area. Then she swept up all the wood shavings and kept the place
tidy while the men explained how they were lofting the lines of the moulds. They
explained the process of building a boat and what they were doing. The little girl was
delighted to help out keeping the place clean and making tea as the moulds were cut
out and set up awaiting the planking. At the end of the week, she was given half a crown
for her help.
The aunt was delighted that the child had been so industrially amused and asked what
she would do with her wages.
”Start a bank account’. She said, so off they went to the bank where the aunt introduced
her to the manager.
“It is very good that you are starting saving so young.” said the manager. “How did you
get this half a crown?”
“I worked in a boat shed, helping the men who were making a wooden boat. We did the
lofting from the table of offsets, made the moulds and set up the stations.”
“My goodness, you have learned a lot.” exclaimed the Bank Manager. “Will you be boat
building next week?”
“We will if we ever get the f******* timber for the planking “…..
With apologies to Bill Bryson who finished his recent stage show with the tale of the little
girl on a Melbourne building site…
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Based on a series of highly popular articles written for Classic
Boat Magazine, this witty collection recalls some of the
incidents the author has survived in over half a century of
messing about in boats. Most sailors will find something to
relate to in these escapades from around the world and they
will bring a wry smile to any boaters’ lips. The author’s
wonderfully witty cartoons help bring these
anecdotes to life. All these stories are true,
so WBA member Alan that his
architectural clients do not think they are
entrusting their work to a seagoing Mr
Bean.
Copies are available from Boat
Books in Crows Nest at $24.95 or less on
Amazon. WBA members can get copies
from Alan at meetings for $20.

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.

BUY SWAP and SELL

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of
charge if the member’s name and phone no. appear.
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum
25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads will run for two
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.
Submissions close on the 21st of each month.
NOTE: Items for free, No Charge. Contact the Editor,
see page 2 for details.

FOR SALE

Primal Farr is 30 foot LOA & was built by Alpha
Marine from a Bruce Farr design. It is constructed
of cold moulded NZ kauri with triple diamond
spreaders. A fast boat.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
21 ft clinker built Half Cabin. New antifouling paint,
new motor to install, 2 berths. Moored Brooklyn.
Cheap @ $9,900
Phone Ken for more information 0431 421 864

WANTED

HARDBACK and 10 STATIONS.
Iain Oughtred 5m clinker "Fulmar" with full plans &
offsets and ready to build another.

Sails: 1 racing main (good condition), 1 delivery
main (good condition), #1 light jib, #1 med jib
(good condition), #1 heavy jib, #2 jib, #3 jib,
Spinnakers x 3,. Anchors x 2, Metho stove
$16k neg
Contact Chris Goddard for more information on
0414 447 007

Bronze propeller 15”x15” R.H. 3 blade.
The 17’ clinker planked launch “SHARPIE” is now
under going restoration at the Mid North Coast
Maritime Museum and requires a bronze
propeller 15’x15’ R.H. 3 blade.
Please contact Alan Stannard if you could
donate the propeller @ stannard@optusnet.com.au

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Located Jervis Bay. Neill Atkins 0409 747 020
nvatkins@gmail.com $500.00

WANTED

Putt putt wanted to restore. If you have one
that you no longer use or which needs repair
please contact John Wagemans 4369 7687

Dinghy marine ply 6mm, stitch and glue, brand
new includes oarlocks, oars, anchor and anchor
rope. At 2000mm overall will fit on any deck, Hand
trolley included.
$640.00 For more info: contact John Wagemans,
4369 7687 or braeng@ihug.com.au
Does not include outboard. See other advert.

HALVORSEN 25 Foot, Petarli. Built 1949 for original
Hire Fleet. Chrysler 6 cylinder petrol engine.
Original Halvorsen Layout
Price: $35,000 Peter Mathews 0409 428 070 or
9879 5230

FOR SALE

Seagull/Featherweight1-2 hp (F534FF3) for sale.
Great compression Big spark, Carby converted to
25:1 so no smoke. Suits small dinghy (as
advertised) Starts second pull when cold , first pull
when
hot,
every
time!
$420.00
John
Wagemans,
(02)
4369
7687
or
braeng@ihug.com.au

WANTED

Advice on choosing a rowing boat design to build,
looking at Alan Whitts Derwent Skiff or 4.2m
recreational rowing skiff from Duck Flats.
Wayne
Connell,
0419
700
025
or

wayne@connellgroup.com.au

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.
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Timber For Sale
At our April meeting Grant Holmes provided an excellent presentation
entitled Building a House of Dreams. At the end of the presentation, Grant
mentioned that he had a lot of timber left over. Well not quite the case. It
seems that Grant would hear about a tree to be felled and then ask the
owner how it going to disposed of. So some of these timbers have been
air drying for some time and Grant needs to make more room in his shed.
Turpentine
100x75

2.5 & 4.6 metre lengths

70x30 & 70x105

3.9 metre lengths

130x130

3.9 metre lengths

Spotted Gum
70x25

5 metre lengths

150x60

5 metre lengths

300x40

5 metre lengths

Rose Gum
85x20

3.6 metre lengths

Camphorwood
250x30

3.6 metre lengths

Norfolk Island Pine
150x25

3.6 metre lengths

All the timber is air dried and off the saw. Come and have a look and
make an offer.
Give Grant a call on 0400 844 716

Moving Douglas Fir Logs
from Peter Gossell

The story behind the mast
timber is that another chap
and I had 12 Douglas Fir trees
cut by NSW Forests 15 years ago from an experimental plantation planted in
1927. We had them milled to our specifications with a chainsaw lumber mill
and then stacked at a timber mill near Batlow for 5 years. We then had them
trucked to Sydney and put into
the Woronora River. The other
chap used his to rig his 80’ ferro
cement schooner and I stored
mine, some on my waterfront
and the long ones on a friends
property. The long ones being 3
off 300x300x16 metres and one
250x250x12
metres.
What
prompted me into action was a
request from Marty Woods of
the Soren Larson for a
replacement for their jibboom
which had been severely
shortened by a wharf. I thought
the 250x250 would satisfy their
needs but in the end they
required 300x300 so I sold them
the least choice of the three,
which I cut down to 12metres. I
only need 2 and it was always
my intention to choose the best
2 of the 3. After going through
this exercise I thought it time to
shift the remaining timbers off
my patient friends property. I
had the light globe moment
that I could just fit the
remaining 2 through the back
of my boatshed and not totally
block the access to my
waterfront. That is what I did
and I thought some of our
members might be interested in
what one man can do, by
himself, moving 16metre long
pieces of timber weighing
750kgs each into an awkward
space with basically just blocks
and tackle.

— — ON THE HORIZON — —
THIS YEAR 2014
June 10
June 27, 28 and 29
July 8
August 12
September 9
October 11th
October 14
November 8th/9th
November 11
December 6
December 9

WBA meeting - Guest Speaker, Kevin Isle, winner of 2013 Hal Harpur Award
‘Why, Where & How of the making of Janine Anne’
Timber and Working with Wood Show, Sydney Showground, Olympic Park
WBA Meeting - Hugh Lander, Public Affairs Manager, Sydney Heritage Fleet,
‘Sydney Heritage Fleet – Sydney’s Best Kept Secret’
WBA meeting – Guest speakers, Betty & Peter Gossell
‘Adventures in Paradise’ aboard the Barquentine CALIFORNIA
WBA Meeting - Guest speaker, Bruce Stannard,
‘VARG - Recreating a 1924 Johan Anker eight meter’
BBQ and tour of Goat Island
WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker & member, Peter Widders,
“Red King's Voyage: The building of a 19' strip-planked sea kayak”
Raft up at Blackwattle Bay
WBA Annual General Meeting
BBQ, Quarantine Reserve, Abbotsford
End of year dinner & Hal Harpur Award presentation

NEXT YEAR 2015
January 13
February 10
February 21st/22nd
March 10
April 14
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WBA meeting
WBA meeting
Raft up @ Bantry Bay
WBA meeting
WBA meeting
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