Photo by andi: Movie Night, Simon Sadubins’ boat shed, Chowder Bay

Alan Williams Design Matters Part 5 - The Brigantine

June 2012

Scuttlebutt

Presidents Report Alan Stannard
A most enjoyable and excellent
meeting was held in May
when our guest speaker, North
Sydney Council Historian Dr.
Ian Hoskins enlightened 28
members, (perhaps one of
the smallest attendances we
have had for some time) with
his detailed and wonderful
presentation. You could have
heard a pin drop in the room
during Ian’s talk of Sydney
Harbour from the very early
days when the shores were
occupied by various Aboriginal
people to the bustling and demise of a once very busy and
important working port, to the many boat builders around the
foreshores, one being that of Bob Gordon who worked and
built boats in the local area of North Sydney at Lavender Bay.

The Cairns Report -

Pittwater Pirates

Gilli & Chris Dicker

Firstly, I would like to thank our most generous editor for publishing
my article every month, especially as it does not have a lot of wooden
boat content. This month, however, I intend to make amends. There are
a surprising number of wooden boats in Cairns.
Very recently, after having lived in Cairns for nearly two years I have
discovered that there is a Wooden Boat Association here. One fine
Saturday morning I drove down to Cairns through hectares and hectares
of tall swaying sugar cane to the CWBA club house. It was literally
moved from its previous site to a paddock on the edge of a swamp, this
they share with the Cairns Maritime museum. I was greeted by a family
of curlews crossing the road, an ancient pearling lugger propped up
near the neat clubhouse and the president himself. There were about 8
members in attendance and all were involved in the working bee they
have every Saturday to justify the eventual cup of coffee and round
table banter.
President Bob made me very welcome and outlined the history and
hopes of the club. There are 70 members and it would seem that not
many actually have a boat. The ones that I met were erudite and witty
and made me much at home. They have a monthly meeting and one
big gathering a year on a lake about an hour inland from Cairns. This is
very much a family gathering, messing around in boats during the day
and a BBQ and campfire in the evening.
As I write we are experiencing a bit of a cold, wet spell in Cairns. This
is most unfortunate as I have a boat to deliver to Weipa, on the western
side of Cape York Peninsular and a crew is flying up from Sydney to
help. As old Harry used to say, “It’s not my fault”.
Last Labour day long weekend the annual Jimmy Buffett concert was
held at the Yorkys Knob marina, which is at the entrance to our little
creek. Jimmy Buffett didn’t turn up, which is also an annual event,
but everyone dressed up as a parrot and drank a lot of Margaritas. It
was a great atmosphere. We went there by dinghy of course and found
ourselves in the creek at very low tide, which is unusual for us as we
need all the tide we can get to take Westwind out to sea. The croc in the

Two lucky raffle winners on the night took home a signed copy
of Ian’s book, Sydney Harbour- A History.
The film evening showing the DVD “White Squall” held at the
Sydney Harbour Wooden Boats boatshed of WBA member
Simon Sadubin was a very successful evening for our members.
I would like to thank Simon for allowing us to use his boatshed
and for his very informative presentation of the yacht Hoana’s
major hull repair work. Hoana was on the boatshed’s slipway
cradle for all to see. Phil Turvey for catering for a delicious
BBQ and Andi Morgan for his hospitality with transporting
members on his cruiser Pathfinder in warm and comfortable
conditions on a cool, crisp autumn night.
Would anyone know the present contact details for Peter
Bracken, former Boat Builder of Kurnell, Botany Bay? Peter
was a boat builder of many fine timber boats that saw service
with the NSW water police.
At our June meeting we will have as guest speaker Andrew
Randell owner/builder of the very attractive sloop rigged yacht
Jackie R. Andrew is the 2011 holder of the Hal Harpur Award,
this promises to be an excellent presentation. Andrew will be
travelling from Yamba on the far north coast of NSW to speak
at our meeting.
Please show your support by attending and a reminder that
visitors are always very welcome at our meetings.
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picture is only about 3.5 metres and he was totally unfazed as we went
past. That is his patch.
Meantime, Westwind is due to come out in late July to be splined below
the waterline though her bilges have mysteriously dried out completely.
She is not taking a drop, which has never happened before. We have
decided to spline her to stiffen her old bones up and to make her job
of carrying us around a little easier. Westwind is 75 now, give or take a
year but to see her with a bone in her teeth and a crisp wake behind is
a wonder to us still. In October we hope to sail her to her home again to
the cool waters of Tasmania. We shall see then what she tells us.
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Brian Hunter & Geoff Docker

The weather spirits have certainly been smiling on sailors these past
few weeks with brisk mornings and balmy days, and Saturday 12th
May was no exception for the Scotland Island Sprint. Five of the
Pittwater Wooden Yacht Group faced the starter, Reg Walker aboard
BELLALLYSIER off Towlers Bay. BELLALLYSIER was lovingly built by
Reg over a 5 year
period. She is a Down
East 25’ design by
Bateau Boats with
modifications by Reg
including a deadwood
keel and inboard
28HP Vetus Mitsubishi
diesel. He has just
recently launched her
and she is as pretty
as a picture, a proper
The Victors Gerald & Cherrie Nathan - Fleetwood
little ship.
The runaway victor was FLEETWOOD sailed by Gerald and Cherrie
Nathan. FLEETWOOD is a John Alden design sloop, and unless the
handicapper can be convinced the win was sheer luck, it will be
extremely difficult to win again. The rest of the fleet including CAMILLE,
MAGIC, ETRENNE and FAERIE all managed to find a “Pittwater
Hole” at some stage
on the course and
could only watch
FLEETWOOD
sail
into the distance.
All concluded it
was a great sail
when rafted up in
Towlers Bay and
the fresh breeze
just
disappeared
giving us one of
those balmy sunny
Starter Reg Walker
Autumn afternoons;
just heaven.
The fleet stayed over for the night, and we all took an early departure
on Sunday morning to avoid a forecast blow, a great wooden boat
weekend.
Friday skippers meetings have revolved around discussing plans for
future activities including trips away when time will permit, and we
encourage other members to get involved in the planning.
The Queens’ birthday long weekend 9th to 11th June is the next event
on the Pittwater Wooden Yacht Group calendar. There will be a race
starting at 12noon at
the Towlers Bay* start
line to Challenger
Head at the entrance of
Refuge Bay. The finish
line is the port hand
marker on Challenger
Head when bearing
140 magnetic; take
your own time as we
are uncertain of a
start vessel for this
event. The fleet will
Camille the party boat
be rafting up on the
north western shore of Refuge Bay for an overnight stay. For further
information contact Geoff Docker (Geoff@gbdconstructions.com.au).
*Towlers Bay start/finish line is the transit line from a large flat rock
on the north shore of Towlers Bay thru the Towlers Bay rounding buoy
(yellow conical buoy) bearing approx south east. This line is always
crossed in close proximity to the south of the buoy, never between the
buoy and the rock.
Happy wooden boating
Splinter.

At the Movies

Quirky

Saturday, May 19th saw members, including the idiot who changed
his pick up point without informing the organizers, being collected by
Pathfinder, Andi Morgan’s spacious 65 footer. We were then whisked
off to Simon Sadubin’s boat shed for an evening of eating, drinking,
messing about in a boatshed with good company… and going to the
movies. While President Alan and Peter Gossell got to play at sailors,
skippering and crewing Pathfinder, Andi acted as steward and
Jeevesed his way across the Harbour dispensing nibbles, drinks and
bonhomie to all aboard. At the boatshed, our ever active secretary Phil
Turvey had the
Barbie on full
ahead and fed
us all brilliantly.
The
showpiece
of the evening
was…., a 30 foot
87 year old yacht
‘HOANA’
that
had been written
off twice and
circumnavigated
the
globe
in
between. Once, in
the twenties, she was blown from her mooring in a storm and had
to be rescued…. from a cave, where her port side was destroyed.
Latterly, when she was hit by a 40 foot workboat at 8 knots on
her starboard quarter. Simon showed us boaty bodgers what true
shipwrightery is all about: an astonishing display of inventive and
skillful craftsmanship that had to be seen to be appreciated.
Onto ‘White Squall’, a
1995 movie based on a
true story, it showed how a
group of petulant preppies
were transformed into a
crew of petulant preppies
by Jeff Bridges and
Carolyn Goodall aboard
their brigantine Albatross.
Those members looking
for the technical details
of how the studio faked
the ships sinking by the
white squall of its title,
there was lots of spray in
these scenes and the most
conspicuous features were
the wood grain of the screen, which was a sheet of marine ply held in a
vice. OK, so get the video. The shed’s air conditioning worked perfectly
throughout the evening and nobody reported over heating. The return
trip was snug and warm with our dedicated steward poured out more
coffee than consumed in Toorak over a long weekend. An excellent
evening, let’s do it again, folks. Can anyone nominate a suitable flick?
Has everyone memorized the “African Queen”? How about “Twighlight
for the Gods?” the star here was the original Albatross of White Squall
and the book was written by her then owner, Ernest K Gann. There are
some good scenes of Gloucester schooners racing in “The World in His
Arms”…Pity about the stuff in between.
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The Brigantine

Design Matters Alan Williams
Quirky, ( Alan Williams ) looks at one of the most romantic rigs

The Brigantine.
When you think of all the names of sailing rigs, surely “Brigantine“has to
be one of the best. Schooner and barquentine come close, but to me, the
hard G in brigantine sets it above those softer syllable sounds and brings
to mind a vessel of which Jack Sparrow would be proud to command.
Those who saw “White Squall” enjoyed the sights of a black hulled
brigantine with tanned sails punching through lumpy blue seas of the
Caribbean. The vessel in the film that played “Albatross” was “Eye of the
Wind,” a true brigantine.

brigantine - Eye of the Wind
Some experts claim that the white hulled, white sailed “Albatross” was
not. They will tell you she was a staysail topsail schooner or, God forbid,
a hermaphrodite brig, which sounds a bit of a sophisticated term for an
old salt. These experts will tell us a brigantine is a brig without the main
course. Of course. It is a two masted, square rigged vessel but with no
square sail forward of the fore and aft spanker on the main. Gottit? Good,
because there will be a test at the next meeting. But when people like
Basil Greenhill, long time director of the British Maritime Museum refer
to the identically rigged Undine as a brigantine, that’s fine with me. So
let’s stick with this lovely word
Christopher Sheldon and Alice Strahan met aboard Yankee 2 on the
1957 – 58 voyage around the world which was the Johnson’s last. They
became engaged in Cape Town and were married when they arrived in
the US. They enjoyed the voyage so much that they wanted to run
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Top-Sail Schooner

mate. One of their mates who
was the later middling movie
actor and surprisingly good
writer, Sterling Hayden. At
the outbreak of War, Yankee
went off to be a training ship.
In 1946, the Johnson’s bought
Dunhan, a German built 80
foot steel pilot schooner, and
renamed her Yankee and
rigged her as a brigantine and
did 4 circumnavigations in the
next 11 years. In 1958 she was
sold so that the Johnsons could
go cruising up the Nile through
Europe. (Why didn’t Chris and
Alice buy Yankee then?) She
was later wrecked on a reef off
Rarotonga.
Eye of the Wind started life in
1911 in Germany as a sailing
schooner
heaving
freight
around the Baltic. During
the twenties, she was turned
into a full powered freighter
and slogged on through the
Depression and after the War.
A series of misfortunes saw her
laid up as a wreck about to be scrapped when she was saved in 1973 by
an Aussie who spent four years rebuilding and re rigging her. She has
been sailing ever since and, by appearing as a film star and carrying
guests, actually paying her way. Check her out; you might be able to get
a sail under that most glorious rig of all.
Next month, we will look at the design process of one of the most
beautiful brigantines ever built.

Hamming it up, the Albatross during the
filming of ‘Twilight for the Gods’

of all time

Yankee 2
cruises as Yankee did, but as a youth training ship. Like Yankee, they
wanted a steel Dutch pilot schooner. They found Albatross lying in Lisbon
in 1959.She had been previously owned by Ernst K Gann who wrote Fate
is the Hunter and Twighlight for the Gods. Albatross starred in the film
version of the latter. Gann had re rigged her from a fore and aft schooner
by adding square sails on the fore mast and staysails between.

Hermaphrodite Brig

On May 2nd 1961, she was caught by the white squall in the Gulf of
Mexico and thrown on her beam ends. Alice was lost, not after being
stunned as in the film, but sadly, trying to get five of the crew members
topside. The 13 survivors were picked up by the Gran Rio and landed
them at Tampa. I was told by someone who knew about such things
that Gann had used Dacron, (polyester) in re rigging Albatross. If he had
used traditional sailcloth, the sails would probably have blown out in the
squall and might have saved her.
Albatross and the Yankees were all North Sea pilot schooners, supremely
seaworthy vessels which spent alternate two weeks in port and two
weeks at sea. Any sea. They were to stay on duty whatever the weather.
The first 90 foot Yankee was built in 1897as Loodschooner 4 and her oak
frames were allowed to season for two years in the open before planking.
In 1926 she was sold off as pilot steamers were taking over the trade.
Irvine and Electra (Exy) Irving Johnson met while Exy was aboard Wander
Bird, another North Sea pilot schooner in France. She said she had sailed
there to buy a Siamese kitten in Paris as they were much cheaper there.
(And you thought New Idea publishes junk stories…) The Johnson’s
married and bought ‘Loodschooner 4’, renamed her Yankee in 1933 and
avoided the Depression by sailing around the world in 18 month cruises,
funded by paying guests. They employed a paid cook and a qualified

Brigantine

Yankee 2

5

BUY SWAP and SELL
WANTED: Bluebird Timber, must be in good
condition. Sydney Pittwater area.
Phone James Nash 9969 4913
FOR SALE: Nantucket is a one off build , in 1975, by

Harlan Hall who was General Manager for the Sydney
Maritime Museum from 1980 to 1985. Cold mould 5/8”
thick timber construction (no ribs or stringers). Hull,
topsides, deck and cabin top all epoxy sheathed. Cat boat
designed hull from Chesapeake Bay area of USA. Presently
gaff sloop rigged with older style alloy spares. Gaff main
not put up for over 10 years. Pro-furl headsail, large sun
awning, Honda 8hp aux, S/S centre board. Length on
deck 20’ 10” Beam 8’ Draught 1’ 8”centre board up. Sink
and toilet, basic interior with two small bunks. Boat is in
good condition, presently berthed at Long Island Marina,
Brooklyn, NSW

Barry Manton. 0429 945 600. $9900.

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no.
appear. Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads
will run for two issues, members ads longer if you ask for an extension. Submissions close on the
20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge. Contact Editor see page 7 for details.

BoatCraftNSW.com.au
Aussie made Products

Designed for Aussie Conditions

Guest Speaker & The Stern

Andi Morgan

Dr. Ian Hoskins, Historian - Sydney Harbour. A History.
With only half our usual members this month, the presentation by Ian was one of the
most interesting we’ve had! Wow, what a project to record the history of this enormous
harbour. The book is well worth purchasing and impossible to put down once you start
reading! After cruising the harbour for many years... am able to derive a greater pleasure
& understanding from many locations now armed with Ian’s detailed knowledge.

The Wooden Boat Association
of NSW inc.
Members Monthly June 2012
www.wbansw.org.au

Meets at the Gladesville Bowling and Sports Club,
the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm

Next Meeting Tuesday 12th June
Guest Speaker - Andrew Randell.
Winner of the Hal Harpur Award 2011
The building of Jackie R

Marine Epoxy System

+

The Wooden Boat Association of NSW inc.
PO Box 884 Gladesville NSW 2111

Water based Polyurethane

=

www.wbansw.org.au
Email: turvey42@optusnet.com.au

Long Life Clear coating

YOUR COMMITTEE

Rubberised Non Slip Paint

Are you looking for;
- Silicon Bronze

 Nails
 Screws
 Fasteners

FOR SALE: Oregon no 3 (used to be called A1 clear)
D.A.R.140x65x4.8M. Ideal for mast or boom! $90.00
Huon pine, sawn 1575x200x35(1 off), 1575x130x30
(3 off) Huon Pine, dressed 2 faces: 2815x155x8(2 off),
2650x55x8 (1 off), 2770x155x8 (3 off), 2630x165x15
(2 off) Total $600.00. Phone John Wagemans
02 43697687 or email: braeng@ihug.com.au

- Copper Boat Nails
- Bronze Boat Fittings
- Jeffries Marine Glue

FOR SALE: ‘PUTTWATER’ is a much admired, 19 ½

No items from Asia

feet half cabin timber boat. Referred to by some as a
gentleman’s launch she is said to be one of the last handbuilt boats made by the famous boat building family
of W. (‘Billy’) Fisher. Constructed in 1997, PUTTWATER’
is carvel built with quality materials used throughout.
She runs a 13HP Volvo Penta diesel with low hours and
a regular maintenance regime has been followed. Full
covers are included. An inflatable Zodiac tender and
Honda outboard are also available at additional cost. I
have owned ‘PUTTWATER’ for more than eleven years,
will be sad to see her go and am eager for her to go to a
good home. Offers around $20,000 are sought.
Please call Robert on 0414 902 734.

- Oakum & Caulking Cotton

- Rot Repair System?

President
Alan Stannard
9416 7238

Vice President
Ross Mclean
0425 330 560

Membership
Secretary
Ross Andrewartha
4739 3706

Editor
Chris Goddard
0414 447 007
editor@
wbansw.org.au

Secretary
Phillip Turvey
0417 657 613

Scuttlebutt &
WEB stuff
Andi Morgan

Treasurer
Tony Curtis
9452 4166

Members
Alan
Williams

Ken
Travers

We have them all available

DRIVE Marine Services
BEVERLY HILLS NSW
02 9533 5470
0412 366 998

Lavender Bay east, from the book: Sydney Harbour.
A History by Ian Hoskins ( UNSW PRESS)
President Alan Stannard (left) Presents Ian with a
WBANSW etched glass and bottle of wine
Advertising and Sponsorship: The committee is still looking for advertising and
sponsorship in order to cover the higher costs of Scuttlebutt and associated postage.
If interested or know of anyone who may be interested, please contact any member of the committee.
Advertising would include an advertisement in Scuttlebutt (circ 300+) plus a sponsors link on the WEBsite
front page (Avg 1,400 visits per month)

Based on a series of highly popular
articles written for Classic Boat
Magazine, this witty collection
recalls some of the incidents the
author has survived in over half a
century of messing about in boats.
Most sailors will find something to
relate to in these escapades from around the world
and they will bring a wry smile to any boaters lips.
The author’s wonderfully witty cartoons help bring
these anecdotes to life. All these stories are true so
WBA member Alan Williams writes under a pen name
so that his architectural clients do not think they are
entrusting their work to a seagoing Mr Bean. Copies
are available from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95
or less on Amazon. WBA members can get copies
from Alan at meetings for $ 20.
Disclaimer: Opinions and advice expressed in this publication and the Association’s
meetings are those of the individual originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s
Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at such forums Participation
in events organized by the Association may involve certain risks which include the
possibility of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently associated
with the perils of the sea or weather. Such risks will require the exercise of the prior
judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees whether to
commence or continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by
Association officers.

ON THE HORIZON

THIS YEAR 2012
June 12 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Andrew Randell, building the yacht Jackie R, the winner of the Hal Harpur 2011 Award.
July 10 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Sean Langman ‘Business of Wooden Ferries; preservation verses bottom line’
July 27-29 Timber and Working with Wood Show – 1 Showground Rd, Olympic Park, Homebush. Visit www.eventseye.com/fairs/f-timber-and-working-with-wood-show-sydney-10072-1.html
August 14 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Ross Gardner, Building & sailing an 18th century replica - Ellen Mary
September 11 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Joe Walsh, Maintenance your best mast insurance.
October 9 WBA Meeting.
PLEASE NOTE: NEW DATE
October 13 - 14 The Classic & Wooden Boat Festival, Australian National Maritime Museum, Darling Harbour, Sydney.
October 21 Davistown Putt Putt Regatta and Wooden Boat Festival Contact www.davistownputtputt.com
November 3 - 4 RMYC Timber Boat Festival
November 13 AGM - WBA meeting
December 11 WBA Meeting end of year dinner and Hal Harpur Award Presentation

POSITION VACANT
PRODUCER OF SCUTTLEBUTT
MAGAZINE

DUE TO NEW BUSINESS COMMITMENTS
AS OF THE END OF NOVEMBER ANDI
WILL NO LONGER HAVE THE TIME FOR
THIS INTERESTING AND CREATIVE ROLE.
IF INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT A
COMMITTEE MEMBER
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The Thermopylae. Image above shown by Simon Sadubin. Note the timber beam being loaded - 2’ x 2’ x 100’ !!

NEXT YEAR 2013
January 25 - 26 National Australia Day Maritime Festival. Visit: http://www.pleasetakemeto.com/australia/hunter/national-australia-day-maritime-festival-9149207
February 8 - 11 Australian Wooden Boat Festival, Hobart. Visit http://www.australianwoodenboatfestival.com.au/images/enews_23_Nov11.pdf
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- WOT ROT Repair System

Are You Looking for:

We have them all available

- Copper Boat Nails
- Silicon Bronze

* Highly elastic
* Permeable –
lets wood survive
* Single packs

No items from Asia

- Nails
- Screws
- Fasteners

* Easy to apply
* Resistant to
weathering & UV

Quality items from NZ, UK & USA

DRIVE Marine Services

BoatCraftNSW.com.au

- WOT ROT Repair System
We have them all available

MERCHANDISE
Quality items from NZ, UK & USA
WOODEN BOAT
ASSOCIATION
NSW

* Crack-bridging

$45

$20 HILLS NSW
BEVERLY
02 9533 5470
0412 366 998
Bote-Cote@optusnet.com.au
$30

$30

NEW Custom etched Glass
Single purchase $25 ea + gst
Pair
$22 ea + gst
Set of six
$20 ea + gst

www.qumont.com.au

Classic Boats

We love listing and selling
quality Classic Boats...if you’re a
serious buyer, take a look at
these stunning yachts below...
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36’ Robert Clark “Cooroyba”
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34’ Timber Bay Classic Cruiser

$60,000

$12

$15

0415 431 337

52’ Walshirt Flybridge Cruiser $249,000

$75
$50

BoatCraftNSW.com.au

PTY LTD

See Phillip Turvey at meetings
or call him on 0417 657 613

No items from Asia
$25

DRIVE Marine Services

Qumont

BEVERLY HILLS NSW
02 9533 5470
0412 366 998
Bote-Cote@optusnet.com.au

- Oakum & Caulk Cotton
- Bronze Boat Fittings
- Jeffries Marine Glue

ed

$52,500

30’ Gaff Rigged Sloop “Monsoon” $75,000

$65,000

34’ Herreshoff Classic “Zest”
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31’ Knud Reimers Albatross
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9m Storm Dragon “Sama”

$22,500

$39,500

Thi
Ste s Is a
al!!
!

30’ Sharpie Planked Trawler

For more details and additional photographs on the above boats go to our web site: www.yachtsalesaustralia.com
Contact Clive Gregor y on 0419 175 562 or email: sales@yachtsalesaustralia.com

$55,000

