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Presidents Report Alan Stannard
At our May meeting we had a talk from Mr. Alan Bottle
from the 3M Company. Alan has had considerable
experience in the Abrasive Systems and Marine Division
of the Company and he spoke about the various types
of abrasives, masking tapes and sealants used in the
marine industry.
I would like to say on behalf of the members, a thank you
to Alan for his talk and showing us a display of the tapes
and abrasives and also for providing a large package for
our raffle prize.
For our June meeting we will have as guest speaker, Mr.
Ian MacDiarmid, Manager/Owner of MacDiarmid Sails.
Ian’s talk will include the methods, materials and skills
used in producing a modern day sail.
The Sydney Working with Wood Show is on the weekend
of the 17-19 June 2011.
Some members at our May meeting indicated their
willingness to help out at the show, we need more
volunteers to commit to a four hour block on any of
the three days; so if you could assist please contact
Bob Ellis (phone 9555 7293).
Enquiries have recently been received regarding the
Hal Harpur award. Our Committee is still looking for
nominations for the 2011 Hal Harpur award. Further
details of this worthy award can be read on the WBA
NSW web site.
At a recent meeting Mr. Don Roberts lent one of his books
to a fellow member whose name has escaped him, Don
would like this book returned so he could lend it to other
members.
The name of the book is
The Book of Wooden Boats
Photographs by Benjamin Mendlowitz
Text by Maynard Bray
A reminder that our
monthly meetings
start at 7.30pm and
the next meeting
will be on
Tuesday 14th June!!

Cheers to all. See you next meeting.
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Gas Cylinder Certification
cheap and easy Chris Goddard
This 4.9kg LPG gas
cylinder has been
sitting on the aft
end of my vessel,
exposed to the
elements for almost
11 years. Yes, it is
fabricated
from
stainless steel and
that no doubt has
assisted in keeping
it look like new.
The time came when it had to be retested. It is a
requirement that LPG cylinders are tested (and stamped)
every 10 years to an Australian
Standard. The procedure includes
an internal and external inspection,
a pressure test, replacement
of seals and the service valve,
followed by a leak test. I contacted
a couple of businesses, prices
were comparable. I simply choose
the most convenient for locality.

The life & times of the foul bottom kid
... (continued from last month) I asked him how he knew so much
about the Dunkirk crossing
and why Ryegate was not
mentioned in the official
log of the Little Ships. He
brought another old fellow
over and said the two
of them were volunteers
and that Harry and he
were aboard Ryegate.
All the boats from Gibb’s
yard, Cariad, Quest and
Ryegate’s
big
sister
Ryegate 2 which was
3 months younger and
owned by the same owner.
They were only 2 or 3
years old .Why wasn’t she
on the register? He said
the paperwork was a bit
of a mess with little ships departing and arriving at different
ports. They say in life it is things you did not do that you regret
more than the things you did do. I still regret not perusing this
history further and getting a stat. Dec. from these old survivors
about Ryegate and the Dunkirk evacuation where 315,000 men
were saved in one amazing rescue.
We brought Ryegate up to Worcester Basin where Jack’s volunteers
did all we could to make her look presentable and sea worthy.

Price; including a refill - $33.00.
Hopefully, the cylinder will see many more years of service.

Jacaranda Festivals
Celebration of Wooden Boats.

November 5 and 6, 2011

We are pleased to advise we are all go again for this
years Jacaranda Festivals Celebration of Wooden Boats.
Our small event is gaining numbers every year, and
coverage from Australian Amateur Boatbuilder Magazine
is greatly appreciated and certainly helps. See the latest
mag for our article. A little different format this year in
regard to registering; we will be allocating sites/numbers
for boats to make it easier for both us the organisers and
you, the exhibitors/participants.
So please nominate your attendance as soon as possible
to me on this email address, or phone me or Dianne on
0266422272 or me on mob 0408421623.
We are still able to offer free entry to participants as
the Jacaranda Festival is happy to have us under their
umbrella. I am getting enquiries from further afield with
boat numbers expected to be around 70 this year.
Hopefully the weather will be with us, as we have not
had the best weather for the past two years, but still had
great participation. I look forward to meeting/seeing you
all again. Kind Regards
Gregg Spies
Senior Building Surveyor, Clarence Valley Council
Locked Bag 23, GRAFTON NSW 2460
P: (02) 6643 0228 F: (02) 6642 7647 M: 0408 420 623
www.clarence.nsw.gov.au

In June 1961, we set off down the Bristol channel and here
you see her alongside the harbour wall in Minehead. We didn’t
mean to go here, but the seas were so steep on our way to
Ilfracombe, we chickened out and headed for Minehead.
A mistake, this brought us beam on to the wind against tide.
Jack actually nailed his Dunlop Magistars to the wheel house
sole to keep his balance. The trip was so rough;
he actually called a
mate in the transport
business to enquire
about
sending
Ryegate back to the
river by lorry.
The wind blew a
consistent Force 5 for
the next few days.
Then we awoke one
morning to find the
sun blazing and the
full tide flat calm. A quick breakfast and we were off! First to
Porlock Weir (See FB) then off to all the other Channel ports we
had promised our selves. It was perfect weather and the Exmoor

Alan Williams

National park was a magnificent background as we worked the
tides in a series of leisurely coast hopping day cruises. On the
return to Portishead, it was so hot you could not stand on the
decks in bare feet. I cannot recall that before or since in UK. We
flung buckets of water over the decks to keep cool.
This was a life changing experience for all of us. Jack felt that
the river had lost some of its charm and began to scour the MB
&Y for a seagoing boat of about Ryegate’s value with a diesel
and aft cockpit. We saw an ad for a Cornish boat yard that
offered a new clinker built 25 footer with a Captain diesel for
about the 1,250 pounds he might get for Ryegate. And that’s
exactly what happened. Ryegate was sold for that amount and
Spring Maid 2 was ordered and delivered the following Easter.

After a glorious shakedown holiday around the Roseland
Peninsular, we sailed her 160 miles to Burseldon on the South
Coast, near Southampton, a 24 hour effortless and comfortable
trip. Every year, Jack had taken his wife and daughter to
Guernsey in the Channel Islands. He spent the early mornings
strolling around St Peter Port harbour admiring the boats but
more importantly, the boat owners who were sipping morning
tea in their cockpits dressed in pyjamas that only the British could
love. This became our next objective. Charts were ordered and
sailing directions studied for our first cross channel adventure.
You know when some hands you a rifle and says “It fires high
and to the right.”? Jack steers a boat like that .You have to give
him a course that is at least 5 to 10 degrees to starboard of where
you want to go. That’s how we missed the Island of Alderney. We
were not feeling too good when we saw the flash of a lighthouse
dead ahead we convinced ourselves that its flashing light was
the one on Alderney. Only when we could the smell of the
harbour did we realise that this did not smell like Alderney. It
smelt of sewage and Gaulloise. We had discovered France. The
next day we breezed over to Alderney and on to Guernsey where
Jack achieved his lifelong ambition of sipping endless cups of
boat tea (Doesn’t it taste so much better aboard?) from blue and
white mugs while dresses in matching pyjamas. Then we would
take day cruises to one of the sandy beaches, anchor off and
swim ashore for cream teas. Or we would spend a couple of days
			
being the only boat in Herm harbour.

				

TO BE CONTINUED ...
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TAFE - Coffs Harbour

Domenic De Masi

I became interested in wooden boats when I was about 20 and I have
been a part time TAFE construction teacher for about 11 years and
have recently had the opportunity to run some wooden boat building
courses. In December 2009, during the holiday shutdown period and
with the approval of our head Teacher, we commenced our first wooden
boatbuilding class with three students over 10 weeks.

Guest Speaker

Andi Morgan

The guest speaker was a very informative Mr. Alan Bottle from the
3M company. Alan spoke at length and in great detail on the range of
abrasive, masking, bonding, caulking and adhesive products and their
correct usage. Thnaks Alan.

The Cairns Report

Chris Dicker

and the Coconut Slipway

and unlikely to be any, the little insects feast
on the blood of coconut slipway patrons.

It is a wonderful thing to be paid for something
you love doing. I suppose that is why they give
kids a vocation test before they leave school.
Oddly enough I put down ‘boat builder’ on
the form but my first real job was milking
cows and driving tractors. I then progressed to
driving big trucks up and down our highways.
Getting up at 3.30 every morning to get a
dairy going, smashing the ice on the troughs
so the cows could have a drink or changing
a shattered tyre on the Hay Plains in 40

NEW MEMBERS

To break any monotony we had many visitors
interested in the new boat on the slip. These
where retired fishermen and boatmen that
had a wealth of stories and no concept of time
whatsoever. The good doctor realised the true
value of our situation and we gave our time freely.
If you go too fast, time will pass you by, if
you slow down it will catch up to you and no
longer be an issue. If that sounds silly, I take
full responsibility

We didn’t complete the boats during the time available but our students
loved the course and learned many new skills. During the next TAFE year
we did allow our TVET construction students to work on and complete
the boats and I must say they loved it and the boats turned out great.
The kids learned many precise hand skills that boat building entails.

The North Head in retirement

degree heat is not the same as hair dressing
or even boat building but somehow it was
truly my vocation. My miles and years on
the road could have been better spent, but
I was supporting a family and it all came to
nothing in the end anyway. It takes a lifetime
to write the book. There are no short cuts.

Pittwater News & Views Bob Tullett

We are currently organising more courses
and may even offer qualifications in the near
future. We don’t have a lot of space at the
campus so we can only offer courses in the
holiday periods for the time being but if you
are interested in wooden boats and want to
learn how to build them call Domenic De
Masi at Coffs Harbour TAFE on 66482474.
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What happened to the first boats you might
ask. One has been rigorously tested and
evaluated over the past 5 months and is
holding up well. This full hoop pine rowing
skiff will be raffled off to raise funds for
further boatbuilding facilities and will be
drawn in July 2011.

Bruce Gregor
has joined our
association and
gave a brief
talk on his new
project, maybe
a presentation in
the near future?

INDUSTRY NEWS
australiawide
Classics www.australiawide.com

We ran a course again in the December 2010 holidays and this time had
6 students in total. So with all hands on deck we started 3 projects for
which two were commissioned by students. One stitch and glue, one
plywood skiff and one solid timber (hoop pine) skiff. The hulls were
completed and two happy students took home their almost completed
hulls to finish and paint. What a wonderful time they had and we all
became good friends and promised to keep in touch.

The course was held at Coffs Harbour TAFE, Glenreagh St campus, on
a Saturday and ran for 8 weeks. Our students came from Grafton and
Coffs Harbour surrounds and were very happy to find that such a course
was available in the Mid North Coast of NSW.

John Spry
has joined our
association
and gave a brief
talk on his new
acquisition
a
Halvorsen
47
found for sale in
Seattle USA, and
transported her
back to Oz!

The death of our Past President Giff Turner was reported in the last
edition of Scuttlebutt and by Tony Curtis at the May general meeting.
There was however a very interesting chap who spoke at Giff’s funeral
that I thought was worth mentioning here.
This fellow and Giff were together at Southampton University in county
of Hampshire, southern England, after graduating they both found
employment in London.
A couple of Australian girls were in London, on what at that time was
regarded as a rite of passage, the obligatory trip to the UK.
I am uncertain how it happened, but these two couples met. Eventually
the girls returned home to Australia closely followed by Giff and his
mate who took passage on a boat, not as assisted migrants(like me a ten
pound Pom), but fare paying passengers.
On docking at the overseas terminal at Circular Quay, Giff spied the
Maritime Services building. He went in and two hours later came out
with a job. He continued to work for the MSB for the rest of his working
life, some thirty odd years.
And, yes the two blokes married the two girls and have remained close
friends to this day.
Bob Tullett

I was recently on a slipway, way out from
anywhere, in the middle of paradise,
helping a doctor with his catamaran. After
work one evening and over our first beer,
the doctor, in a very good mood with the
wonderful backdrop of mountains and
mangroves, expounded, “We have come to
this, (toasting the glorious panorama) all the
wars, the sufferings, the natural disasters,
our own chequered lives for the past 50 or
60 years, has led us to this very point.” It
was a very good time to count our blessings.
Coconut slipway or Smithy’s slip is upstream
from Cairns on the deep and broad Trinity inlet.
Just before the slip, I was interested to see the
familiar green and white of our Sydney ferries,
why ... it was the old North Head, high and dry
with palms growing between it and the water.
I intend to go back there and get the full story,
but it seems that she was towed or steamed
up from Sydney about ten years ago with the
notion of turning her into a floating restaurant
but the authorities were not convinced she
would reliably ‘float’. It must have been a
massive job to crane her out or it is conceivable
that she could have ended up there in a flood.
The owners then thought they may turn her
into a backpackers resort and, indeed, where
the old girl sits, is a glorious part of the world.
If anyone wonders where all the sandflies
go when they are not where they are, I can
confidently tell them. Those poor backpackers
would have but one memory of The North Head
Ferry Resort. As there are no back packers

Alan Bottle from 3M answers the many
questions from the audience.

Alan Stannard (left) presents Alan Bottle with a gift
WBANSW etched glass and wine. THANKS Alan

Wal McCadames (left) presents a Lake Macquarie
Classic Boatfest plaque to Alan Stannard (right)

On The Front Cover

Don Roberts tickles a few ribs at
the Sydney Timber & Working
with Wood Show

New Approach to Classic Boat Sales – Clive Gregory
As a timber boat owner, you may well conclude that I
have a vested interest in the way we value, maintain
and perpetuate our heritage fleet.
It’s clear that there’s a high degree of interest in
classic boats – witness the huge turnout of both
exhibitors and the public at the recent Australian
Wooden Boat Festival in Hobart. But as we owners,
along with our boats, age gracefully (disgracefully?)
there comes a time when we might want to pass on
the responsibilities of ownership to a new custodian.
As a yacht broker, I believe there is a growing pool of
potential new owners out there looking for the right
vessel. However, when it comes to marketing our
pride and joy or finding a good boat looking for a new
home, the tools available to us are pretty limiting.
I’ve noticed that as the Internet rapidly becomes our
primary means of promotion and as the various boat
sales web sites proliferate they’re not very good at
presenting and showcasing classic boats. They work
fine if you’re searching for a production boat ... you
enter ‘Make – Beneteau’, ‘Model – Oceanis’, and any
number of matches will be displayed. But try finding a
timber classic, you either need to identify the specific
class or designer or troll through hundreds of ‘matches’
to find what you’re looking for – genuine classic boats
get swamped and lost in the mass of results.
My colleagues in the brokerage are also classic boat
‘tragics’. Whilst we recognise that selling production
boats will remain the bread and butter of our
business, we’re keen to find a better solution for the
classic boat community.
For some time now we’ve had a “classics” tab on
our website under which we list an eclectic variety
of vessels. Now we’re developing that model and
we are launching a new web site specifically to
showcase classic boats. It is designed to be simple
and accessible and will provide a marketplace for
us to buy and sell any classic, from timber dory,
bay cruiser, classic ocean racer to converted trawler.
And they don’t necessarily need to be timber – our
definition of ‘classic’ stretches to include notable
glass boats, sturdy metallic and even well built ferro
vessels. As long as it is a quality boat with heritage
it is welcome.
Visit us at www.australiawide.com.
Clive Gregory runs Australiawide Boat Sales in NSW.
He races his Alan Payne 40ft timber yacht “Fare Thee
Well” on Pittwater and cruises to classic boat events
from Morton Bay to Tasmania.
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BUY SWAP and SELL
FOR SALE: A classic 15ft clinker construction putt
putt on a registered trailer, based in Sydney. The boat
was built up on the north coast as a drift netter and is
about 80 –90 years old. The hull shape travels very
easily through the water, with a Blaxland Chapman
31/2hp engine, which runs well and comes with a
spare carburetter. Happy to provide assistance, after
the sale, with engine operations.
Price $3,500. Contact Jim Willett 9874 8057

FOR SALE: “Magic Medicine” 19ft Clinker Launch 1012 Simplex motor with fwd & rev. Teak laid deck,
Canvas Sun Cover and storm cover Lovingly restored
by John Gettens
Price $15,500 or ONO phone Wendy Gettons
0295214504 or Keith Cole on 9524 7242

FOR SALE: Custom design 28’ cruising cutter.
Stunning traditional look with Harrison Butler
design cues, Magic performs well in classic regattas
and is very roomy and comfortable for her size. Great
interior with nice timber details, good galley, lots of
locker space and comfortable berths. Good sails and
rig, cockpit dodger and cushions and many extras
including inflatable tender and outboard. Up to date
electrics including chartplotter, VHF etc. Magic is
strip plank and West system epoxy construction
providing great strength, longevity and ease of
maintenance.
Make an Offer $79,900 around $50,000.
Phone Brian Hunter 0417 208 830.

HU

GE

RED

UCT
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FOR SALE: 15’ Putt-putt splendidly and lovingly
restored. Hull epoxy sheathed to waterline.
Majestically propelling this fine craft is a 4 hp CLAE
BANTAM engine, fully and professionally restored. A
classic craft for a mere $8,500.- incl. reg. trailer.
John Rasmussen 99992993
Cavan Lenaghan 0418404154
WANTED: 2 inch diameter bronze propeller shaft 8
feet long. Please call Peter Gossell 9543 2408
FOR SALE: No.1 Clear Oregon:
225mm x 50mm x 4.9m x 4 off. Surface coated with a
mixture of linseed oil/terabeane & turps.
Located on the South Coast, South of Batemans Bay
Price $125 each phone Bruce Taylor 44739245
6

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no.
appear. Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads
will run for two issues, members ads longer if you ask for an extension. Submissions close on the
20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge. Contact Editor see page 7 for details.

WBANSW OUTING
FOR SALE: Lovely traditional 18ft timber clinker, half
cabin boat with 71/2 foot beam, raised foredeck in
fairly good condition, no fibreglass. Sanded back
to near timber. Needs motor, flooring, & trailer.
$4,800 ono. Ring Pete at Picton: 0402 047 077
any time.
FOR SALE: Lovely Herreschoff H28. Professionally
built in 1985 by Deagons of Brisbane. Strip-plank over
Silver Ash with Dynel sheathing. Queensland Maple
interior in beautiful condition. Structurally completely
sound, with dry bilge. Survey available. Length 9m,
beam 2.7m, draft 1.1 m, displacement 5 tns approx.
New Yanmar 21 HP diesel 10 hours. Has cruised
offshore, and is on Australian Ship register. Hull
topsides grit-blasted & professionally painted in 2 part
polyurethane. Offers above $39,000. 02 4970 5171.

FOR SALE: 12’ Cold moulded wooden sailing dinghy.
Set up with a child’s rig. New sails, oars, Oregon spars.
$850 ono (trailer not inc) Ph Bob on 0410 782 001.

(Please make cheques payable to
Wooden Boat Association of NSW)

Letters to the Editor
Dear Chris,
Thanks for advertising my Blaxland Twin. I sent
a few emails asking that it be placed last year
and earlier this year but didn’t get a response.
I found out that the ad had run for two editions
last night at the SBAA meeting when Terry
Lance handed me a copy of the new magazine.
Great new layout!
I had let my membership lapse as I don’t get
along to many meetings and the magazine
wasn’t really great I will have to re- join again!
Anyway, I received a call 4 weeks ago from a
guy who had seen my ad and I assumed it was
from the ad I placed in afloat a few months
ago. He bought the engine and now I have you
to credit for the sale. Thanks again
Peter Cowie SL Witch of Endor

FOR SALE:
Antique marine toilet Varnished timber seat
and lid. Gold plated
handle, has had seals
replaced. Rob Landis
0414741725
(m/ship # 0669)
$250.
“CAMILLE” Built by Ron
Swanson as a light weight
ocean racer in 1964 LOA
36’9” Beam 9’4” Draft 6’
Represented
Australia
as a member of our first
Admirals Cup Team in 1965.
Her fit out and equipment is
first class, weather you are
racing or cruising Camille
is a great sea kindly yacht
which remains a tough
competitor. Camille is part
of our Australian Yachting
Heritage. If you want to be
the next proud owner of this
classic yacht then call Geoff
Docker on 0414479714
for further information

Cruise on board the historic timber ferry
Macquarie Princess taking in Berowra
Waters & Lower Hawkesbury River.
Date: Sunday 3rd July 2011
Boarding Location:
Berowra Waters Marina (West)
Time: 1045hrs boarding for 1100hrs
departure - returning 1500hrs
Cost: $30 per person
BYO food and drinks (hot water available on
board) There’s room on board for 50-60
people so get a group of friends together
for a relaxed outing on the water.
To book see Ross Andrewartha at the
meeting or phone him on 02 4739 3706.

FOR SALE:
$125,000
ono

Andi,
That is a fantastic front page picture on the last
Scuttlebutt. It has been sitting on the coffee
table for a week, and I still get a kick out of it.
Best regards,
Lars Frostell Editor Boat Owners Association NSW

COMING UP

A report with pics on the Lake Macquarie
Classic Boatfest, .

The Stern

Alan and Andi

WBANSW Survey: Now closed, but please keep your comments
and suggestions coming. The survey has given your committee
great direction in relation to what in general is important to our
membership. We have some new projects in the ‘pipeline’ as
a result. The survey results downloadable from the WEB soon.
The WEBsite - Scuttlebutt and other publications will now
be password protected on the WEB with the aim to increase
membership. The password for all downloads can be found
inserted in this publication
Advertising and Sponsorship: The committee is now looking
for advertising and sponsorship in order to cover the higher
costs of Scuttlebutt and associated postage. If interested or
know of anyone who may be interested, please contact
any member of the committee. Advertising would include an
advertisement in Scuttlebutt (circ 300+) plus a sponsors link
on the WEBsite front page (Avg 1,400 visits per month)

The Wooden Boat Association
of NSW inc.
Members Monthly June 2011
www.wbansw.org.au

Meets at the Gladesville Bowling and Sports Club,
the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm

Next Meeting 14th June Guest Speaker
Mr Ian MacDiarmid
Owner Manager MacDiarmid Sails

The Wooden Boat Association of NSW inc.
PO Box 884 Gladesville NSW 2111 www.wbansw.org.au
Email: Smith_m_peter@yahoo.com.au
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THIS YEAR 2011
60
60
June 12 Queens Birthday Regatta Pittwater then to Lovett Bay Boatshed afterwards. Call Bob Tullett 9997 4073
40
40
June 14 WBA Meeting, Guest Speaker
Ian MacDiarmid, Sail Making
June 17 - 19 Timber & Working With20Wood Show. The Entertainment Quarter, 122 Lang
20 Road, Moore Park Sydney
October 23 The SASC Gaffers Day - Probably the biggest classic yacht event in Sydney Harbour & has Bermudan & gaff divisions
0
0
October 30 Davistown Putt Putt Regatta
and
Wooden
Boat
Festival
Contact
www.davistownputtputt.com
Apr
3
5
7
9
11
13
15
17
19
21
23 Apr
25
27
3
29
5
7
9
11
13
15
17
19
21
23
25
27
29
1
1
November 5 and 6 Timber Boat Club Festival
at the Royal MotorAverage
Yacht Club,
Newport,
Pittwater,
NSW. Contact Cathy
(02) 9997
Current
Average
Current5511
November 5 and 6 THE JACARANDA FESTIVALS CELEBRATION OF WOODEN BOATS, Grafton, on the Clarence River contact: Greg Speirs 0266422272 or 0408420623
November 25, 26 and 27 Boats A Float, Narooma NSW Contact (02) 4476 4444
December Hal Harpur Award
NEXT YEAR 2012
January 26 Australia Day Regatta Pittwater then to Lovett Bay Boatshed afterwards. Call Bob Tullett 9997 4073
March 10 to 12 The Whyte, Just & Moore Wooden Boat Festival of Geelong, Royal Geelong Yacht Club, Geelong, Victoria. Contact (03) 5529 3705
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MERCHANDISE
$20
$25

$30
$30

www.lovettbayboatshed.com.au

$45

$75

$50

$12
$15

australiawide
assics
Cl as

“Camille” - 1964 37’ Swanson

www.australiawide.com

$125,000

A classic ocean racer in first class condition

See
Phillip Turvey
at meetings
or call him on 0417 657 613

Classic Boat Sales
Clive Gregory: 0419 175 562
Jeff Rowe: 0414 236 337

“Ocean Brumby”- 1948 34’ Cruiser $82,500
Converted fishing boat, ideal Pittwater entertainer

