Ross and Sally in Buccaneer on the way to
the annual post Lake Macquarie Boatfest picnic.
Photograph by Rob Hardy
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Scuttlebutt

President’s Report
Ross McLean

Last month’s meeting saw some 35 or so members hear
our very own Dave Giddings speak on clear finishing your timber, and the
wonders of Bote-Cote.
Dave spoke at length on the value of proper research with regards to selecting the right product and tools for the job. The more time spent researching and asking about, the less time spent trying to salvage a poor
job. Dave also has an
advertisement regularly in Scuttlebutt, as
well as regularly providing a number of
raffle prizes.
Speaking of raffle
prizes, Dave brought
along a very nice set
of clamps for the first
prize, then proceeded
to win them. ‘How did
he know,’ I wonder?
This month we have
David Payne joining
us to discuss ‘taking lines from hulls’ and other Naval Architectural topics. I
saw David on Thursday 30th April at the 3 monthly meeting regarding the
‘Classic and Wooden Boat Festival 2016,’ which I have to tell you was a
lively few hours.
Due to the Barque Endeavour’s revised schedule, the ANMM proposed
pushing the 2016 Festival date back to early April, but due to the vagaries
of the full moon, Easter and the Coptic Calender, we eventually agreed on
mid-April, which I hope to confirm when the minutes, of this, the latest in a
series of historic meetings, are sent out. Also present were Peter Gossell,
Tom Hughes, Alan Stannard and Don Parker, just to show how seriously we,
at WBA, take this Festival and its success, after all, our founder John Woods
initiated the Festival back in the 1980’s.
Alan and Tom were both there in a private capacity, while Don was representing the Steam Boat Association. The only down side to all the thrashing about of the actual date and its consistency is that the Festival may fall
on some of the wettest weeks of the year, or close to them. Peter and I
argued that the Festival should avoid Easter as much as possible, because
of the Toronto Boatfest at Easter, and the problem of inconsistent dates,
and we received extra support from Ross Muir, CEO of the Sydney Heritage
Fleet. The Fleet also supports the Toronto Boatfest.
So now … speaking of the Boatfest … well … it was wet to extremely wet,
but this year, Toronto got to share the joy of water with the entire east
coast of Australia. Saturday … it bucketed down … BUT Sunday was clear
and dry, with a gentle south-easterly blowing steadily for most of the day.
A group of us with sailing / rowing boats opted to sail past for the blessing
of the fleet and what a spectacle that must have made … power boats parading from north to south, and sailing vessels parading in the opposite
direction.
The WBA had 9 boats there, 8 on display, and one cruising by. Although
Saturday was pretty much a washout, Sunday numbers were up from last
year. Overall another well run and friendly Festival. There has to be nothing better than good ol’ country hospitality.
So far as raffle prizes go, yes you guessed it, MV Molly and crew took a fair
whack of them, with a little competition from the locals.
On the Easter Monday, Sally and I headed off on Buccaneer to the B-B-Q
Area accompanied by the Hardy’s, and raised the flag over the one remaining shed. A moderate sized group of members descended on the area,
and commenced to cooking up a feast. We were also joined by our Victorian sister Association’s President, which was a very pleasant surprise.
Well done to the Lake Macquarie folk, Toronto, and our own attending
members – thanks for another great weekend.
Please keep those Sporties Membership numbers coming in, and if you are
not yet a member of Sporties, and attend our meetings regularly, I encourage you to join, if anything just to enjoy discounts at the bar and bistro.
Buy 3 drinks as a member, and you have saved enough for a 4th.
I look forward to seeing you on May 12th, and don’t forget, the committee
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of WBA meets the following Monday, all members welcome.
Fair weather and smooth sailing.
Rossco
Phone - (m) 0425 330 560 Email - coastwise_nav@yahoo.com

Cover Picture
Ross McLean and Sally Ostlund in Buccaneer. The top
flag is of course the Australian Red Ensign, which ALL
Australian vessels may, and should, fly as it was made
available to us in the mid 1950's. Underneath is the first
colony flag of the USA, the East India Company Flag.
The lower flag is of course the WBA President’s burgee.
As Ross was not a citizen of the U.S. at the time Buccaneer was launched after a lengthy restoration, his contemporaries in the U.S. gave him this flag, 'as he had no
right to fly the Stars & Bars', they said.
Ross flew both flags at the Lake Macquarie Boatfest to
support the fact that Toronto was exhibiting a vessel that had indeed come from
overseas.Buccaneer was restored over a period of some 18 months at Harrington's Haddam Boat Works in Essex Connecticut, U.S.A.

Some of the wood used was from Ross' own property in Old Lyme, Connecticut, and the paint and running rigging from Westmarine, where Ross
worked as an Assistant Manager.
Buccaneer is made from white oak and teak, with a steamed canvas deck
for non-slip.
Opinions and advice expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are those of the individual originator’s
only. The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed in this publication or at
such forums. Participation in events organized by the Association may involve certain risks which include the possibility
of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather. Such
risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees
whether to commence or continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by Association officers.
Printed by Power Colour Pty Ltd, 106 Grose Street, Parramatta NSW 2150 A.B.N. 58 066 215 021

Scan the QR code to go the WBA of NSW Inc. on
the web and follow the links to Scuttlebutt, Hal
Harpur Award and more useful information
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from Peter Gossell

Lake Macquarie Classic Boatfest

Don Roberts, former custodian of Australian
Work Boat, ‘442’

EASTER LONG WEEKEND 4TH & 5TH APRIL 2015
Photographs by Peter Widders and Rob Hardy

(See Scuttlebutt article March 2013)

Very sad news to report, Don Roberts passed
away at 1:30am, today, the 3rd of May from
complications of lung disease. It is hard to
comprehend that he was so ill after having such a
wonderful weekend with him for the Anzac Day
March and 100th Gallipoli Anniversary last
weekend. The photos are taken as we set out for the march. Don’s two
grandchildren came in for the march as a surprise, one from Noosa and
one from Austinmer and brought Don’s great grandson, William. He had
a wonderful day with first the march and then the lunch with the
remainder of his unit mates from WWII along with their families. Don
spoke the Ode and presided over the lunch before turning his duties over
to the next generation for next year. Don was determined to make it to
the 100th Anniversary Commemoration. We are so happy that we helped
him to do this. He stayed with us for 5 days and had a great time. He
tired on the last day before he was to return home and when he got
home, he rested for two days before succumbing to the infection and
going to hospital.

The event invites the participation and exhibition of traditional and classic
boats - steam, sail, motor and oared craft of all sizes. Boats must be of a design
prior to 1975 but may have been built at any time from any material.

Don had a long association with his unit from WWII as they served in New
Guinea, and out of the 275, only 7 were left. Don was involved in
operating and maintaining the searchlights that were so important to the
war effort. Each year at Anzac Day they would meet for the march and
then have lunch together at Rose Bay RSL.
After the war, Don returned to his beloved
Georges River and became a boat builder,
operating the premises for more than 35
years in partnership, building and
maintaining boats under the name of
Bindley & Roberts. Don lived at Illawong
until he retired and later moved to
Hurstville in 1985. He was an adventurous
soul and found a real passion for
Antarctica in retirement, after 7 trips there
and one to the Arctic. In Antarctica, there
is even a mountain named after him,
Mount Don Roberts! He bought and
refurbished a 40’ workboat, 442, and that
became another passion and was well used
over the years, until he recently sold her to
At the 2011 Working with
Andrew Knox, a WBA Member.
Wood Show

He is survived by Dorothy, his wife of 68
years, his sons Christopher and John, grandchildren Nigel and Belinda, and
great-grandson William, with another great grandchild due in October.
Vale Don, you will be missed by all of your friends at WBA NSW.
Peter &
Gossell

Betty

Don made it up our 75 steps, bless him, by going
slowly, 3 times in all over the 5 days he was with us. At
93, that is no small effort!

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.
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from Brian Hunter

THE PITTWATER REPORT

As I write this report my land yacht is even rocking about in the
gale force conditions being experienced on the Pittwater today.
Gusts up to 60knots are reeking havoc across Sydney. I have
been at my club, the Pittwater Aquatic Club, where two yachts
have shredded jibs on our moorings. We are unable to do
anything as it is too dangerous to go out to them. On the marina
I have been busy doubling up lines and rescuing covers, one yacht
( a plastic one of course), began to take water and I had to rig a
pump to keep it afloat. When the weather is like this I wonder if
boat ownership is wise.
Fortunately for me, MAGIC is up on our slipway, and provided it
doesn't blow over, everything is ok with her. The problem is I am
not altogether sure when and if the work will get done, who
would own a boat I ask you?

What a beautiful bum... err transom

Member Guy Russell having fun on ROZINANTHE

MAGIC riding out a gale on the PAC slip Pittwater
On a brighter note and further to my story about Couta Boat
sailing, I have been asked to extend an invitation to anyone
wishing to experience sailing in one. The NSW Couta Boat
Association is looking to grow the fleet which now numbers 9 in
NSW.
They race from the RPAYC Newport every Wednesday afternoon,
where a great inexpensive lunch is available, if you would like to
sail as crew contact Terry Moran on 0418849801.

MAGIC heads seaward on Broken Bay
4
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SASC CLASSIC & GAFFERS’ DAY: OCTOBER 18TH 2015

from Mark Pearse

This year the Sydney Amateur Sailing Club is once again holding
its biennial Classic & Gaffers Day event. The day is now a regatta
for classic yachts of all sizes & sail configurations, but was
originally held for gaff rigged vessels. Many of the participating
vessels will be assembling at the SASC clubhouse during the
morning, where breakfast & drinks are available. Later there will
be the cannon firing and then the regatta. There may be as many
as 7 divisions in the regatta, to keep similar vessels together.
Previous years have had classic 18 footers, Rangers & Coutas,
metre boats, plus Gaff & Bermudian divisions. Being a regatta &
not a race, no formal Cat 7 certificates are required to participate.
Last time there were 92 entrants, and this year we are hoping to
have over 100 entrants.

member
Mark
Pearse
0426
508
436
mark@pearsearchitects.com.au. Ferry tickets are available from
the club & always sell out, usually before the day.

There are many ways in which one can participate: as a vessel
entrant; by visiting the club during the morning or after the
regatta, by going on the Rosman Ferry which will follow the
yachts, by coming along as a spectator in canoe, motor boat,
sailing boat, steam launch ….
Further information is available in due course from the club 9953
1433 or office@sasc.com.au (Megan or Judy), or WBA/SASC

Photographs supplied by Mark Pearse, taken by John Jeremy.

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.

5

THE CAIRNS REPORT
from Chris & Gilli Dicker

It is late April and I feel
confident that the cyclone
season is now over for the
year. It has been very dry,
just enough rain to make things look terrific but not enough to
sustain....... well cane toads for example. Now you can see I am
talking through my hat so you can relax.
Cane toads cannot get by without a fair bit of rain; it is very
obvious as we have only had a few juveniles hopping around here
this season compared to other years when we have had to wade
through them
on the way to
the showers.
There was an
old
Sestrel
clock
on
Westwind;
I
can’t
blame
the previous
owner taking
it with him
when
I
bought
the
boat as I told
him
the
insulting
figure I was
offering was
all I had. I do
feel a little
guilty because I did have another $7.50 hidden in my pocket.
Anyway I finally wrestled the old clock off him as well, (he was
almost blind and pretty much an invalid) you could hardly call it a
scuffle. Then the dam thing stopped about eight years later, I was
livid or should have been. A friend of ours also had a wind up
clock that even had a separate spring for a chime, it had stopped
too so he offered to take our clock into two old clocksmiths at
Como along with his fancy hourly ringer. He really was proud of
his fancy clock and cast hurtful dispersions towards our battered
old Sestrel. If this is taking too long go and read what Brian
Hunter is doing in the desert.
The clocks were dully returned and my mate forked over $70 to
be told that his clock was rubbish, our old Betsy got a thorough
clean and fired up without charge as it was a shear pleasure to
work on such a fine old thing.
Meantime life goes on and so does Betsy. Sometimes she keeps
perfect time and we have heard her reassuring tick on quiet nights
well out to sea.
A chap whose boat I painted a few years ago came on board
recently for smoko, we had sent him a carved canoe from PNG.
He obviously wanted to get us something in return and spied our
battered timepiece. He lives in Weipa so months later I received a
package which contained a very expensive tide clock. This thing
fairly glittered and when I put it up in place of Betsy, the tongue
and groove bulkhead rejected it, so it ended up back in it's
package. Then Betsy died (again) so out came the new clock. It
did not last a day, it has been rejected again.
The clocksmiths at Como told me that Betsy the Sestrel clock was
built in 1948 and was probably a ships clock in the engine room
of a steamer. Like every working thing it needs servicing every
now and then and she should be back in her place as soon as I
can find a clocksmith.
Meantime, don't tell me the time because I don't care.
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Simpler is better, except when complicated
looks really cool.

Next Meeting Tuesday May 12th
David Payne - ‘taking lines from hulls’
and other Naval Architectural topics

Based on a series of highly popular articles written for
Classic Boat Magazine, this witty collection recalls some of
the incidents the author has survived in over half a century
of messing about in boats.
Most sailors will find something to relate to in these
escapades from around the world and they will bring a wry
smile to any boaters lips. The author’s
wonderfully witty cartoons help bring
these anecdotes to life.
All these
stories are true so WBA member Alan
Williams writes under a pen name so that
his architectural clients do not think
they are entrusting their work to a
seagoing Mr Bean. Copies are available
from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95 or less on Amazon. WBA
members can get copies from Alan at meetings for $ 20.

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.

BUY SWAP and SELL

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of
charge if the member’s name and phone no. appear.
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum
25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads will run for two
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.
Submissions close on the 21st of each month.
NOTE: Items for free, No Charge. Contact the Editor,
see page 2 for details.

FOR SALE

Chesapeake Light Craft Pocketship "Sandpiper".

FOR SALE

Sailing dory LOA 5.8m, beam1.82m, draft 25cm
(19’6” x 6’ x 10”), flat bottomed with timber
swinging centreboard. Sturdy Yanmar 8hp
1GM10 engine.
Sails well in any water from shallow creeks to
inshore ocean, beachable and easy on & off the
trailer. Full cockpit awning plus short mast for
motoring purposes.
A real head turner, fit-out Aust Cedar, Kauri Sitka
Spruce & Jarrah, lovely timber tones from light
honey through to reddish browns.
Well built 30yrs ago under shipwright
supervision, epoxy coated Qld Maple marine ply
over clear Oregon stringers & Jarrah frames.
Sturdy construction, trailered all around Australia
except SA, easily towed by Corolla 1600 to
Tasmania & back.
Immaculate condition, always stored covered,
new paint & varnish inside,
Offers over $10,000
Jamie 0414 420 005 or email :
j.snodgrass@bigpond.com for further info

Shoal-draft inshore cruising sailboat (40cm draft
with CB up), gaff-rigged main, roller-furling jib,
daysail for four or overnight for two in spacious
cabin. 4.6m LOA (+ 1m bowsprit), 1.92m beam.
Only 500kg ready to sail, 30% ballast ratio (in keel
and in bilge), easy to rig, easy to launch and trail
with 4-cyl vehicle. All halyards and sheets lead to
cockpit. Owner-built to CLC plans (1000 hrs) using
Bruynzeel Sapelle marine ply, NZ clear Oregon,
Boatcoat epoxy, International Paints. Insurance
Survey Report (for Club Marine) when completed
Nov 2012 available on request, as well as
construction photos. First Pocketship completed in
Australia, first on offer. Fun boat to sail, gaff rig
keeps centre of effort low, first reef at 15kts, points
well, skiff-like hull form. Boom gallows supports
mast and boom/gaff when trailing, protects crew
when motoring. With custom marine alloy folding
tabernacle and removable boom gallows,
derigged boat can be stored in garage/car port
with 2.0m overhead clearance. Equipment list:
Boeing 2012 heavy-duty trailer with keel box,
rocker boards, and override brakes. Vortex 2.5HP
2012 2-stroke outboard (and more equipment
than can be listed).
Perfect for a young couple or father and kids.
$17,500 ono. Contact Bob Fuller, Sydney,
0412 232 110.

FOR SALE

Seagull outboards

FOR SALE

12 volt Electric hoist ideal for installation on
boat, jetty or wharf. Maximum Lift 800 kg.
Selling due to changing circumstances.
New, never used. $500.
Colman Chan 0419 816 666 or
colman_chan@yahoo.com

FOR SALE

I have 2 refurbished seagull outboards for sale
1 Featherweight, $360
1 Century $400
For details or questions, email
braeng@ihug.com.au or John on: 02 4369 7687

FOR SALE

“Bathurst” wooden workbench – 4 1/2ft x 1 1/2ft.
Includes vice and lower shelf - $50. Stable bench for
a smaller space.
Copper jacket exhaust pipe – 1 ¾” OD. - $20
2 x 25mm ss jib tracks ; 900mm long with 1 car- $10
for the pair
2 X alum tracks for mast/boom- 1400mm long.- $10
pair
Small 3 bladed propeller - $10

Jabsco Model 51200-2003 Clutched Pump for
sale. Complete with 32mm (1/1/4”) inlet and
outlet fittings. In good condition & happy for
you to pull off the front cover. I would
recommend a new impellor as has been
collecting dust for ages.$100.00 ONO.
Dave Giddings
Ph. 0412 366 998 or 9533 5470

** pictures available on request
Peter Widders 0481 583 794
pwidders@yahoo.com.au

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.
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from Rob Hardy
You probably have memories of Lake Macquarie being flat and calm and
sunny. This was last Tuesday, (28-4-15). Photo of Fran’s boat on the
mooring out the front of our property!!

Our Web Address has Changed
Last year the WBA committee examined the cost of
operating our web site and
decided we could probably
identify a more economical
alternative.

A good reminder that moorings need to be in good nick !
It was a horrible morning. Wind speed at Norah Head reached 135kph or
73 knots and it blew consistently over 50 knots. All this coupled with pouring rain !

Late last year we shifted to
another host, and although
the domain name was
owned by the WBA, we have
had to change our address.
It is now: http://www.wbansw.asn.au/
The QR code on bottom of page 2 has been changed to reflect the new address. While our web stuff expert, Andi Morgan has updated to where we were,
there is still more work to be done that will be completed in due course.

Computer Crash
Approximately a week before this edition of Scuttlebutt was to be produced,
the editor’s computer decided it was going to die. The machine was regularly
backed up to an external hard drive - weekly - an exercise that consumes about
4 hours and stores more than a few terabyte of files.
Unfortunately, the operating system in the new machine could not automatically restore the files due to a change in the restore application. So the laborious task of reloading files was undertaken together with reloading all the applications, updates, etc. And of course, some of the applications failed to work
under the new operating system.

~ Working With Wood Show ~

Unfortunately, the soft copy of the April edition of
Scuttlebutt together with the photos and other supporting material, is somewhere in data heaven. I did
contact a few members and asked if they could resend
their material. When time permits, surgery will be undertaken on the dead computer with a view to recovering the lost files.

Hall 6, Sydney Showground at Sydney Olympic Park
June – 12th, 13th, 14th 2015
Boats and Nautical Items required for display at our WBA
stand, + Members help.
This years display area is approximately 15 metres long x
6 metres wide and ‘very’ high.
Ross McLean will have a schedule available, as per previous years, at our next two meetings for WBA Members
to sign up for manning of the display area. Members
who volunteer, gain FREE access to the show. If you can’t
make the next two meetings, phone Ross on (m) 0425
330 560

— — ON THE HORIZON — —
THIS YEAR 2015

May 12th
May 18th
June 9th
June 12th,13th, 14th
June 15th
July 14th
July 20th
August 11th
August 17th
September 8th
September 14th
October 18th

WBA monthly meeting, Guest speaker - David Payne
Committee Meeting
WBA monthly meeting, Winner of the 2014 Hal Harpur Award, Peter Gossell
Working with Wood Show
Committee Meeting
WBA monthly meeting, NSW Maritime
Committee Meeting
Monthly Meeting, Guest Speaker, Kevin Boyle from Central Foundries
Committee Meeting
Monthly Meeting
Committee Meeting
SASC CLASSIC & GAFFERS’ DAY

NEXT YEAR 2015
April TBC
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ANMM Classic & Wooden Boat Festival
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