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The first cruise of the Pittwater Wooden Yacht Group was a huge success, 
with a great turn up of 20 for drinks aboard MERRINGANNEE   Easter 
Friday afternoon. The weather could not have been better in the peaceful 
surrounds of Yeoman’s Bay in Cowan Creek. There were 11 fine wooden 
boats in our group including AMANDA (Jay McCord & Didi), CAMILLE 
(Geoff Docker & Debbie), CAREEL (Brendan Moore & Susie), ETRENNE 
(Simon Sadubin, Kathy & Archie), FLEETWOOD (Gerald Nathan & 
Cherrie), HALVORSEN 26 (Gary O’Neill), LAHARA (Mike Warner & 
Desiree), MARAMA (Tom Coventry), MERRINGANNEE (Brian Hunter & 
Jill), NARAWI (Andy Minter & Trina) and RETREAT (Graham Proctor).

The Hero Award for the weekend went to Mike Warner and his crew 
Desiree aboard LAHARA  for their sail from Mosman Bay to join the 
event. The other award for young up-and-coming skipper went to 
Archie Sadubin. The Soak’s Award was divided among 3 skippers 
who shall remain nameless. Saturday morning dawned bright and 
sunny, some explored the bay in dinghies and morning tea was had 
aboard CAMILLE. Four of our fleet remained for the Saturday night 
and after we prepared for a southerly change another great time was 
had by all in our raft against the shore in perfect surroundings in what 
is like another world. We reluctantly broke camp on Sunday morning 
to make our way home.

The Pittwater Wooden Yacht Group is planning to have events on the 
second weekend of each month and continue with skippers meetings 
every Friday - and of course all WBA members  are welcome. Entry 
in the events is free; the only requirement is that your vessel must be 
made of real tree wood, hull and decks. The next event on Saturday 12 
May will be a race- the Scotland Island Sprint - commencing at 1300 
hrs, scratch start from *Towlers Bay start line then sail anticlockwise 
around Scotland Island, to the finish. Finish line will be same as 
start line, take note of your own finishing time. There will be a secret 
handicap and raft-up in Towlers Bay after the event . Gather on the 
beach at 1600hrs for refreshments and results, bring your dinghy. 
Entrants MUST pick up sailing instructions from the start boat which
will be situated to the west of the Towlers Bay marker prior to the event.

The June event coincides with the Queen’s Birthday long weekend 9 
to 11 June . Scratch start will be 12noon on Saturday 9 June *Towlers 
Bay start line to Challenger Head port hand mark finish, take your own 
finish time; then to the western side of Refuge Bay for an overnight 
raft-up. There are two PAC moorings in this vicinity as well as plenty 
of others available and it is safe for rafting up. For this race there 
will be a secret handicap and also a requirement to answer a simple 
question, the answer being in this article. So if you want to win the 
prize you know what to do! Bring your dinghy.
*Towlers Bay start/finish line  is a transit from a large flat rock on the 
northern shore of Towlers Bay through the Towlers Bay Waterways 
rounding mark bearing approx south east. For further details contact 
Geoff Docker  0414479714
Apart from the Wooden Yacht  fleet, two other woodies of note 
anchored in the bay were MIRANDA and PELAGOS, both of which 
feature in the great book Classic Moreton Bay Cruisers, which can 
be googled for those interested. PELAGOS was without doubt given 
the Super Woody Award for the weekend being 70’ in length and 
definitely in the super yacht category.
Happy wooden boating
Splinter

You’ve read the book... 
now see the movie! 

with the WBANSW at 
Simon  Sadubins’ boat shed in 
Chowder Bay at 7:30pm on the 
19th May 2012. BYO beverages,  
a BBQ supper provided.

How to get there?

Option 1: Drive or Water Taxi

Option 2: Aboard Pathfinder (max 30 pax):
1st Pickup - Huntley’s Point Wharf, Gladesville at 6:00pm then
2nd Pickup - Thames Street Wharf, Balmain at 6:45pm then 
destination at the dive wharf, Chowder Bay. Your host andi 
will be serving light snacks and drinks & on the return trip -  
tea and coffee.               RSVP: Alan Stannard on 9416 7238

We had forty two members attend our April monthly meeting to hear 
Carl Ryves, a former Olympic yachting representative speak 
about designing, building and launching a 24 foot (7.3m) mahogany 
speedboat Rhapsody in Blue that travels through the water at a 
speed of 50mph. Carl brought along a scale model of Rhapsody in 
Blue, he then presented a power point presentation of this stunning 
speedboat. Carl also made mention of his past “mate”, the late Ben 
Lexcen, designer of that famous racing 12 metre yacht, Australia II. 
We were shown a typical early “Lexcen” design rudder with attached 
lifting foil winglets. Everyone enjoyed Carl’s talk and many members 
contributed to discussions and questions during the evening.
Our next guest speaker for our May meeting, on Tuesday 8th May, 
will be Dr Ian Hoskins, North Sydney Council Historian. Dr Ian 
Hoskins started work at North Sydney as Council Historian in 2003 
and during that time he has written many books, mounted exhibitions 
and commissioned films on various aspects of the area’s history 
including the life and work of Bob Gordon, the last wooden boat 
builder of Lavender Bay and the Sydney Harbour Bridge. These and 
other projects prompted Ian to consider the history of the harbour 
as a whole. As a broad ranging history hadn’t been attempted since 
P.R. Stephenson’s History and Description of Sydney Harbour in 1966, 
UNSW Press were keen to publish the work. The book was written in 

Ian’s own time but North Sydney Council contributed generously to 
the cost of the many illustrations. Sydney Harbour: A History won the 
Queensland Premier’s Literary Prize for History in 2010.

I am pleased to report that 
members attending our meetings 
are supporting the raffle we hold, 
please continue to do so and we 
can offer some worthwhile prizes. 
The prizes for this month will be 
copies of Dr. Ian Hoskins book, 
Sydney Harbour: A History. 
Ian will have other copies of 
Sydney Harbour: A History 
available for sale at our meeting 
for $40 and will personally sign 
these books.

Please consider being part of our 
next social function on Saturday 
19th May, a film night at the 

Chowder Bay Boatshed of Sydney Harbour Wooden Boats. Read more 
details of the film night opposite on page 3.

Presidents Report  Alan Stannard
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The Cairns Report - Austin Roper goes to Queensland,  Gilli & Chris Dicker

Pittwater Pirates  Brian Hunter & Geoff Docker

You should never judge a book 
by its cover. We met Austin some 
years ago in Botany Bay when 
he had come up from Hobart to 
take delivery of a 25’ Top Hat 
that he had just bought. He was 
to sail the boat back to Hobart 
and he was trying to keep it all 
quiet ... I mean a 25 foot boat 
that you have just bought for 
$12,000 and you are going to 
sail it across Bass Strait! The 
broker, an experienced sailor, 
got wind of it and asked Austin 
if he had ever been across Bass 
Strait before. “Only in a kayak”, 
says our Austin.
Austin is the atypical Tasmanian, he was born a gentleman in the true 
sense, he says ‘golly’ and ‘gosh’ a lot and once when he was really 
worked up he let slip a ‘struth’, but apologized. I remember that time, 
because he walked up the road and had a double hit of coffee and a 
blueberry muffin to help him calm down.The boat that Austin had bought 
had become part of a web that had become tangled over the years of its 
life. I suppose I got to know Austin during the time that I helped untangle 
that web and even sell that boat on, unencumbered, to a new owner.
Mean time Austin had bought another Top Hat (from Sydney) and 
sailed it to Hobart in typical Bass Strait weather spending 40 hours at 
the helm in one stretch. He arrived on a Sunday and I believe he went 
in the first twilight race on Wednesday.Recently, I was asked to deliver 
a 40’ yacht from Cairns to Brisbane. I did not exactly jump at it as the 
south east trades were already developing and we know only too well 
what a bash that can be. When I accepted the job and began preparing 
the boat for sea, Gilli cooked enough meals for two weeks, which we 
froze, then laid stores in for a possible three weeks. What to do for crew? 
Plenty of people will come for a sail but on a small boat over a period of 
time you can have a falling out with your closest friend. I sent an email 
to Austin,’ It is a pity that he has just used his holidays up, because I 
have this job to do and it would have been great to have him help me 
do it’. “Gosh, I have never been to Queensland.” We picked him up from 
Cairns airport at 11.00 a few nights later.
Austin is not your average adventurer. He has had virtually the same 
government job for 40 years behind a desk. He parks his car in the 
same space every morning and walks down the hill to his office. 
I would like to say he wears a bowler hat, carries an umbrella and 

wears sensible shoes. It 
is close to the truth. Tall, 
lanky and bespectacled, 
painfully timid. A gentle 
soul. We left the marina 
in the dark toward the 
top of the tide, snaking 
our way along the 
shallow creek. Our 8 
foot draught brushed a 
little hump of sand just 
before the fairway mark 
and we were off into the 
deep. The promise of a rare northerly was very rare indeed; in fact it was 
our old friend the south easter which greeted the dawn accompanied 
by pouring rain. Welcome to Queensland Austin, at least it was not 
cold. Strong wind warnings forced us to shelter at Airlie Beach and 
Bundaberg so I was able to show the crew some of the Whitsundays, 
the very Queensland town of Bundaberg and the Great Sandy Strait, an 
exciting prospect with an 8 foot draught. The notorious Wide Bay Bar 
had been ugly for weeks and had even kept the fishing fleet in. Luckily 
for us the top of the tide was in darkness so we only heard the booming 
breakers to starboard. My heart did skip a beat or two as we crossed 
into deep water after the ‘mad mile’, a wave reared up and our nav 
lights showed the top starting to curl and break; not this time though 
as that worthy  bar sentinel gave us a playful little slap and whispered 
“Be on your way.”
By the time we sailed into Morton Bay the weather had cleared and the 
stars put on their finest, the day dawned crystal clear and we could see 
the forest of masts at the Manly marina, our destination, from many 
miles away. I believe the marina berths 3,000 boats.
Except for the loss of our danbouy and a folding propeller that would not 
unfold we had a trouble free 900 mile trip almost entirely to windward. 
We also had some fast enjoyable sailing; what’smore Austin Roper has 
now been to Queensland. He will be on display wandering around the 
next Hobart Wooden Boat Festival. Say g’day, he’s a good bloke.

POSITION VACANT
PRODUCER OF SCUTTLEBUTT MAGAZINE

DUE TO NEW BUSINESS COMMITMENTS AS OF THE END 
OF NOVEMBER ANDI WILL NO LONGER HAVE THE TIME 

FOR THIS INTERESTING AND CREATIVE ROLE.
IF INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT A COMMITTEE MEMBER



Dyarchy, built 1901, a typical pilot cutter. (above and below)

Design Matters Alan Williams Bristol Channel Pilot Cutters
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Alan Williams, ( Quirky ) looks at one of the most seaworthy 
designs ever built...

Bristol Channel pilot cutters.

Anyone who has lost his lunch in a wind against tide in the 
Bristol Channel will have a high regard for those who made their 
year round living in these waters. Up until 1922 when they were 
replaced by steam, the pilots who sought to guide inbound ships 
to the Channel ports did so in sailing cutters... Although only one 
of them, Faith, was drawn by a naval architect, all the others were 

designed by experience, eye and carved half models. They were 
between 40 and 50 feet long with over 7 foot draft and gaff cutter 
rigged.  100 years ago, they cost about $350 pounds. All ballast 
was internal and concentrated in the centre third of the vessel. 
In what seems to us to be a dangerous idea designed to attract 
rot, these boatbuilders incorporated pig iron ballast in concrete 
poured into the bilges over a layer of pitch. However, there are 
many of these still sailing after 100 years, heavily rebuilt, but 
maybe there is something in this.
With over 100 cutters being replaced by steam boats in the 
1920’s, early ocean voyagers picked up some of the old vessels, 
like the exploring, mountain climbing Major Tillman who owned 
two. The qualities of their design that made them ideal for their 
work were also attractive to a crew of deep water cruising sailors: 

They spent a lot of their original life being hove to with an easy 
motion that did not spill the kettle from the central stove while 
awaiting a ship. When one was spotted that responded to the 
pilot signal, they had to be fast enough to beat off completion 
of over a hundred other cutters that would be hanging around 
with the same idea.  To single hand the cotton gaff mainsail, (flax 
in winter which can about as malleable as corrugated iron) and 
well over 500 sq feet, they developed the ‘Appledore gear’, the 
first roller reefing system.  Gybes with this heavy sail were a part 
of a busy working day so they developed large spring loaded 
buffers on a stubby traveler either side of the main sheet block to 
distribute the shock of the boom swinging over. 

The pilot cutters were a few of the 19 th century sailing boats 
that were not designed to carry a hold full of dead fish, just the 
pilots, a man and a boy in Edwardian comfort. I built a sailing 
model of Dyarchy and she looks like a podgy load carrier rather 
than a yacht to me .The pilots were put aboard the ship by 
unshipping the cutters dinghy and launching it through a section 
of removable bulwark, or over the top of it, depending if the cutter 
was English or Welsh. The pilots called their cutters ‘skiffs’ and 
the boats ‘punts’. (We will ignore this so we don’t get confused).
Surprisingly, the boy would scull the pilot over by using a 9 foot 
sweep over the stern. Most of us would prefer to do this with a 
pair of oars and a seating position with a lower centre of gravity. 
But these were seriously experienced seamen. Although it was 
not general practice, some boats/ dinghies were recovered by 

hooking through a wire span from stem to 
stern, then hook to a central eye on this via 
a block beneath the boom. Hoist the boat, 
a gentle controlled gibe and lower the boat 
to the deck as the boom swings over. Hmm. 
Anyone prepared to give that a go on their 
own boat?
Nowadays, there is a huge resurgence in 
replicas and they outnumber the originals. 
The appeal of their good looks, easy motion 
and seaworthiness is timeless. Rather than 
using lines scratched on a beach, they are 
now designed using CADD and many are 
strip planked or even steel rather than the 
traditional plank on frame. And they all now 
have external ballast. Some use hollow spars. 
When I was based in steaming Jakarta in an 
extended stay with little hope of early release 
or time off for good behavior, one of the few 
things that kept me going was the dream that 
one day I could go to Sulawesi where large 
wooden sailing boats are still built by hand. 
With labour and timber prices being so low, 
it would be like visiting the 19 th century 
and a replica of the original Dyarchy might 
be affordable. Traditionally rigged and fitted 
out, she would be about as simple as a 42 
footer can be.  I knew someone who did this in 
East Africa in the sixties. Using a Lamu dhow 
builder, he built the 42 foot gaff cutter Mojo 
and sailed her to UK...An imported suit of 
Jeckel’s sails cost a third of her $5,000 price.. 
Dyarchy’s 7 foot draft might be a problem up 
Patonga Creek but it is still on my bucket list, 
which as I get older seems to be growing at a 
really alarming rate ……. 
Maybe we should build this Badham launch 
first ...

Even 130 years ago, a shapely bottom was appreciated in pilot cutters. This one carries a rare yawl rig
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YOUR COMMITTEE

Meets at the Gladesville Bowling and Sports Club, 
the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm

Next Meeting Tuesday 8th May 
Guest Speaker - Dr. Ian Hoskins.

Historian.
Sydney Harbour: A History.

THIS YEAR 2012
May 8 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker Dr. Ian Hoskins, Historian, Sydney Harbour: A History.
May 19 WBA Movies in Chowder Bay Boatshed. Transport and times see page 3 this issue
June 12 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Andrew Randell, building the yacht Jackie R, the winner of the Hal Harpur 2011 Award.
July 10 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Sean Langman ‘Business of Wooden Ferries; preservation verses bottom line’ 
*July 27-29 Timber and Working with Wood Show – 1 Showground Rd, Olympic Park, Homebush. Visit  www.eventseye.com/fairs/f-timber-and-working-with-wood-show-sydney-10072-1.html
August 14 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Ross Gardner, Building & sailing an 18th century replica - Ellen Mary
September 11 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Joe Walsh, Maintenance your best mast insurance.
September 22 - 23 The  Classic & Wooden Boat Festival, Australian National Maritime Museum, Darling Harbour, Sydney.
October 9 WBA Meeting.
*October 21 Davistown Putt Putt Regatta and Wooden Boat Festival Contact www.davistownputtputt.com                       *PLEASE NOTE: DATES HAVE CHANGED
November 3 - 4 RMYC Timber Boat Festival
November 13 AGM - WBA meeting
December 11 WBA Meeting end of year dinner and Hal Harpur Award Presentation

NEXT YEAR 2013
February 8 - 11 Australian Wooden Boat Festival, Hobart. Visit http://www.australianwoodenboatfestival.com.au/images/enews_23_Nov11.pdf

Advertising and Sponsorship: The committee is still looking for advertising and 
sponsorship in order to cover the higher costs of Scuttlebutt and associated postage.  
If interested or know of anyone who may be interested, please contact any member of the committee. 
Advertising would include an advertisement in Scuttlebutt (circ 300+) plus a sponsors link on the WEBsite 
front page (Avg 1,400 visits per month)

Cutter rigged yacht MAGIC well known festival and 
classic yacht regatta participant that outperforms 
other yachts her size regularly. Custom design and 
built to a very high standard by a perfectionist 
, Magic is 35’ LOA, 28’ LOD, 8’9” beam, 5’ draft. 
Constructed with King Billy Pine hull and ply decks 
and sheathed with dynal and epoxy she is as good 
as when launched in 1997 after many sea miles. 
The coach house is solid  Silky Oak, this together 
with Mahogany and Merbau, creates a warm 
traditional varnished interior. Quality furnishings 
and fittings together with specially made bedding 
and SS cooking pots to fit the stove complete the 
comfortable functional interior layout . Great galley 
with Origo stove, 12V frig and plenty of cupboards 
and good worktops. Magic has 4 berths, private 
toilet with holding tank option and plenty of storage 
and is totally dry below decks for comfortable 
cruising. Electrics include 2 separate battery banks, 
solar panels and VSR smart charge system, near 
new VHF with DSC, Colour Chartplotter (Full Aust 
Charts), Depth sounder, Autohelm, DVD/TV/CD 
stereo, lights everywhere. All the usual gear with 2 
anchors plenty of chain and anchor winch. Sails and 
diesel engine are in good condition as is all the gear. 
Spares and tools and rubber ducky with outboard 
included. Must sell, looking for offers around $55000. 
Phone Brian Hunter 02 99793873 (evenings) or 
0417208830.

WANTED: Bluebird Timber, must be in good 
condition. Sydney Pittwater area.
Phone James Nash 9969 4913

FOR SALE: 36’ Trawler project. Spotted Gum hull, 
Celery Top Pine laid decks with ply overlay 
with fibreglass sheathing. Merringannee is in 
sound operable condition with much recent work 
completed. Built by Kemp and Cunningham in 1979 
for offshore trawling. Comfortable 4 berths and 
toilet in forecabin, wheelhouse has small galley 
and storage, new equipment for outside bbq galley 
supplied plus other materials, genset and tools. 
Good project with plenty of potential. Power is Volvo 
MD100b 150HP diesel ,reliable and economical, 
with 3:1 Twin Disc gearbox driving a 35”x26” 4 
blade prop thru a 3” dia prop shaft. She has stacks 
of power and cruises easily at 9kts at 800RPM with 
fuel consumption 7ltrs/hr. POA currently seeking  
offers around $47000. For more details contact 
Brian Hunter 0417208830.

FOR SALE: Putt putt, 19ft with 5HP Simplex engine.
Hull considered sound but needs minor repairs and 
painting. Best Offer.
Phone Marcus 0414 870 821 or 02 4283 3489

FOR SALE: 16’ putt putt. Built 2011 in Huon 
Pine & Spotted gum. As new Vire 6hp marine 
engine with gearbox. New trailer, oars, life 
jackets, anchor and rope, stainless petrol 
tank etc. For more pics email ; braeng@ihug.
com.au or phone John Wagemans, (02) 4369 7687. 
$14,600 o.n.o. Wooden boat member pays $1000 less

FOR SALE: 14’ 6’’ WHILLY BOAT Designed by Iain 
Oughtred - Constructed in Honduras Mahogany 
throughout. Hull finished clear. Steel centre plate. 
Tip up rudder. Fine grain Oregon mast and spars. 
Standing Lug rig.  Newly completed.
Together with Heavy gauge “Easytow” trailer 
(new). $6500.00 Alan Chinn 03 9578 6418  
mob 0408 380 104 (Victorian WBA member)

FOR SALE: “Seaweed” – 11’ 6” x 4’ 6” rowing skiff. 
Single chine, flat planked, copper nailed and roved/
clenched. Removable floor boards. Professionally 
made of unknown vintage. Some soft areas to be 
replaced plus a good rub-down and repaint needed 
to be someone’s pride and joy. Rowlocks and 
handmade oars included. Located Woronora. 
$550. Jon Bell 9545 2584

FOR SALE: Nantucket is a one off build , in 1975, by 
Harlan Hall who was General Manager for the Sydney 
Maritime Museum from 1980 to 1985. Cold mould 5/8” 
thick timber construction (no ribs or stringers). Hull, 
topsides, deck and cabin top all epoxy sheathed. Cat boat 
designed hull from Chesapeake Bay area of USA. Presently 
gaff sloop rigged with older style alloy spares. Gaff main 
not put up for over 10 years. Pro-furl headsail, large sun 
awning, Honda 8hp aux, S/S centre board. Length on 
deck 20’ 10” Beam 8’ Draught 1’ 8”centre board up. Sink 
and toilet, basic interior with two small bunks. Boat is in 
good condition, presently berthed at Long Island Marina, 
Brooklyn, NSW
Barry Manton. 0429 945 600. $9900.

Winter is the best time to bring 
an old favorite back to life…
Whether you have a 40 foot yacht or an old 
wooden dinghy, the winter months are the perfect 
time to drag her out of the ocean & give her the 
once over she deserves. A bit of elbow grease, the 
right product, advice & a systems approach will 
help the average “Do It Yourself” amateur achieve 
results every bit as good as the experts. Because 
of the hundreds of variables over different types 
of boats and the climates & conditions they are 
exposed to, how to begin a repair & the technical 
details around it are vast. Getting it wrong can 
prove very expensive; however the right product 
and simple common sense advice will help avoid 
those DIY disasters that are all too common.

• As a first step to achieving great results, make 
sure you understand the material you are working 
with, and the conditions in which you generally 
use your boat. Your boat may be made of timber, 
fibreglass, aluminium, steel or other, and each 
surface will react differently to the climate & 
conditions in which it is used. Established Marine 
brands, such as the Australian company Norglass 
Paints have informative “how to” guides on all 
surfaces available via their website – www.
norglass.com.au.  This will help sort out what 
your initial approach should be and the products 
required for the repair.

• Don’t mix various paint company products. 
Where possible stick with the one brand all the 
way through for better, more cohesive results.

• Preparation is key. Read surface preparation 
instructions carefully, these are almost always 
on the label of the products you are using. If you 
do not understand the instructions, only take 
qualified advice. Ask the manufacturer rather 
than accept here-say advice. Most companies 
will specify a technical help line or speak to the 
qualified person at the store you purchased the 
product from.

• Do not substitute solvents, use what is 
recommended.  If using a 2 pack paint do not 
alter mixing ratios.

• Do not cut corners or skip stages, use the number 
of coats recommended, and wait the recommended 
time between coats. Be aware of the conditions 
you are painting in, temperature and humidity can 
alter the characteristics of the paint.

At  the last Tasmanian Wooden Boat Festival  
there was a great example of a wooden dinghy 
that was found on the side of the road as a wreck, 
and had been done up over 30 years ago. It has 
been on display around Australia ever since. The 
Norglass boat, apply named “Cinderella” has not 
been re-coated or touched up in all this time & 
has a finish that still stops crowds in their tracks. 
See the Norglass Website blog for pictures.

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no. 
appear. Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads 
will run for two issues, members ads longer if you ask for an extension. Submissions close on the 
20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge. Contact Editor see page 7 for details.BUY SWAP and SELL
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ON THE HORIZONON THE HORIZON

Disclaimer: Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the Association’s 
meetings are those of the individual originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s 
Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at such forums Participation 
in events organized by the Association may involve certain risks which include the 
possibility of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently associated 
with the perils of the sea or weather. Such risks will require the exercise of the prior 
judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees whether to 
commence or continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by 
Association officers.

Guest Speaker & The Stern Andi Morgan

Carl Ryves, a former Olympic yachting representative and boat builder.
Alan has covered the presentation in his report so here are some pics of Rhapsody in Blue...

Based on a series of highly popular 
articles written for Classic Boat 
Magazine, this witty collection 
recalls some of the incidents the 
author has survived in over half a 
century of messing about in boats. 
Most sailors will find something to 

relate to in  these escapades from around the world 
and they will bring a wry smile to any boaters lips. 
The author’s wonderfully witty cartoons help bring 
these anecdotes to life. All these stories are true so 
WBA member Alan Williams writes under a pen name 
so that his architectural clients do not think they are 
entrusting their work to a seagoing Mr Bean. Copies 
are available from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95 
or less on Amazon. WBA members can get copies 
from Alan at meetings for $ 20.

President
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Membership 
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Ross Andrewartha 
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0425 330 560

Editor
Chris Goddard
0414 447 007
editor@
wbansw.org.au

Secretary
Phillip Turvey 
0417 657 613

Scuttlebutt &
WEB stuff
Andi Morgan

Treasurer
Tony Curtis 
9452 4166

Members

Alan 
Williams

Ken 
Travers

Mori Flapan http://www.boatregister.net has written to us advising us 
that he now has a webpage on 40’ Army Workboats:
With the great assistance of enthusiast model maker David Glasson, I have just 
compiled a page on the ubiquitous 40’ Army Workboats of WW2. This is my first 
attempt to describe their history and I am hoping that it encourages feedback that 
will improve the content of the page and also record the histories, fate and current 
status of individual boats.
Access the webpage at: http://www.boatregister.net/WW2_ArmyWorkBoats.html
There are some specific questions I have put together at the end of the webpage. 
You might need to read the webpage to understand the context of some of these 
questions, but they are also listed here for ready reference and for those that can’t 
access the web.
Any feedback would be appreciated.
Does anyone have photos of builders plates of workboats from GMH Birkenhead (SA), 
Ford Motor Company (Vic), A.T.Brine &Sons Ltd or Botterill & Fraser? I would like to 
add them to this page
Does anyone know about the company A.T.Brine &Sons Ltd of Perth and their 
involvement in building boats during WW2?
Is there a master list of WW2 Army Workboats that records who built each launch and 
when it was built?
Is there a list of the Army boats that received new AM400 numbers that correlates 
them against the original AM numbers?
Is there a set of drawings for the Army Workboats that I could publish on this page?
Does anyone know more about the number and designations of 40’ Army Workboats that 
were built during WW2 for the Royal Australian Navy and Royal Australian Air Force?
Were any of the Army 40’ workboats built for the US Army Small Ships Section?
Does anyone know of a definitive method for identifying the original number of a 40’ 
workboat through markings on the boat?

SOLD



0415 431 337
www.qumont.com.au

Qumont
PTY LTD

* Easy to apply

* Resistant to 
weathering & UV

* Highly elastic

* Permeable – 
lets wood survive

* Single packs

* Crack-bridging
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Single purchase  $25 ea + gst
Pair $22 ea + gst
Set of six $20 ea + gst

NEW Custom etched Glass

Are You Looking for:
-  Copper Boat Nails
-  Silicon Bronze
 -  Nails
 -  Screws
 -  Fasteners
-  Oakum & Caulk Cotton
-  Bronze Boat Fittings
-  Je�ries Marine Glue
-  WOT ROT Repair System

     We have them all available

Quality  items from NZ, UK & USA

             No items from Asia

      DRIVE Marine Services
              BEVERLY HILLS  NSW
                       02 9533 5470
                       0412 366 998
     Bote-Cote@optusnet.com.au

 BoatCraftNSW.com.au

Are You Looking for:
-  Copper Boat Nails
-  Silicon Bronze
 -  Nails
 -  Screws
 -  Fasteners
-  Oakum & Caulk Cotton
-  Bronze Boat Fittings
-  Je�ries Marine Glue
-  WOT ROT Repair System

     We have them all available

Quality  items from NZ, UK & USA

             No items from Asia

      DRIVE Marine Services
              BEVERLY HILLS  NSW
                       02 9533 5470
                       0412 366 998
     Bote-Cote@optusnet.com.au

 BoatCraftNSW.com.au

BoatCraftNSW.com.au

Aussie made Products
Designed for Aussie Conditions

Marine Epoxy System

+

Water based Polyurethane

=

Long Life Clear coating

Rubberised Non Slip Paint

Are you looking for;

- Silicon Bronze
 Nails
 Screws
 Fasteners

- Copper Boat Nails
- Bronze Boat Fittings

- Jeffries Marine Glue
- Oakum & Caulking Cotton

- Rot Repair System?

We have them all available

No items from Asia

DRIVE Marine Services
BEVERLY HILLS NSW

02 9533 5470
0412 366 998

WOODEN  BOAT
ASSOCIATION

NSW

See Phillip Turvey at meetings 
or call him on 0417 657 613


