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It was the big attraction of the 
Anzac Day long weekend - bring 
your boat, your friends, some 
dinner and watch the movies 
under the stars and there would 
be popcorn provided.  

 Who forgot the popcorn ? 

From Newcastle to Port Hacking, 
boats started to arrive from 
Friday afternoon for another 
great long weekend in Bantry 
Bay, Middle Harbour.  The 
program was low key, a couple 
of days to socialise and wind 
down and an outdoor evening 
under the stars to watch a 
mystery movie on Sunday night.  
Keen starters for the weekend 

came by yacht and cruiser.  Kate 
was so keen to arrive early, she 
abandoned the mothership at the 
Spit Bridge and paddled her 
kayak all the way to Bantry, 
declaring that she had never 
craved so much for a glass a 
water in her life ! The weather on 
Friday and Saturday was just 
magic - warm and dry with clear 
skies.  With an extra day this 
weekend, we had two days to 
have the traditional elevensies, 
Saturday aboard Charita and on 
Sunday, Matang.  Sailing 
dinghies were rigged and a lot of 
catch up occurred as more and 
more boats arrived.  By Saturday 

evening, there was a chill in the 
air with showers about and the 
general consensus was to have 
dinner aboard and an early night.  

The forecast on Sunday morning 
indicated a change coming from 
the south or southwest, 
mentioning a wind strength on 
the coast of 25 knots, which 
would remain through Monday.  
This was certainly not the 
weather that Starlight and 
Mareva wanted to have for their 
return trip to Port Hacking on 
Monday, and so they took the 
cautious decision to head for 
home.  Two disappointed crews 
waved good bye and headed for 
sea.  Meanwhile, life continued 
at our now relaxed pace on 
Sunday afternoon.  The greatest 
decision we had to make was at 
what time should we head for 
shore to set up for dinner in time 
for the movie.  Consensus came 
down on 4.30pm. 

There has been a terrific 
improvement in the shore 
facilities at Bantry Bay and 
National Parks need to be 
thanked for their efforts.  The 
wharf has been rebuilt with 
new piles and deck, the 
buildings have all been 
cleaned up, repaired and 
painted, new stone steps have 
been built to the upper level, the 
grounds have been maintained 
and even the dunnies have had 
a makeover with new fibreglass 
thrones replacing the old rusty 
numbers.  The "Timber Getters 
Track" has been upgraded and 
reports were heard that the walk 
up to Seaforth Oval is now much 

better. 

The forecast southerly change 
arrived at about 5pm, lasted 30 
minutes and died.  The clouds 
went away, revealing a clear 
moonlit sky.  The ferries Charita 
and Matang arrived from Pearl 
Bay and Roseville with more 
movie buffs, the (gas) fires were 
lit and dinner was under way.  
We welcomed new members, 
Colman and Pamela who came 
in their beaut timber motorsailer, 
navigating their way with the 
help of the "Gregorys" and a 
couple of friendly locals who 
pointed the way to Bantry.  Who 
needs a GPS and chartplotter 
any way ? 

Candlelit dinners, a mixture of 
aromas and thirty concurrent 
conversations created the 
atmosphere.  There was now no 
breeze, a moonlit night and the 
stars were out.  Gino was 

tucking into the thickest steak 
known to man, when, suddenly 
disaster struck and all 
conversations halted.  The 
bloody dentures had given up 
(you all know the story about the 
pelican - his beak can hold more 
than his belly can !) The 
discussion focus now turned.  
What to do?  Another application 
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THE Working With Wood Show  

June 18 -20 2010 
The Entertainment Quarter 
Moore Park Sydney    

 Adults: $15.00 
Concessions: $13.00 
Children under 14 Free  

The organisers are looking 
for volunteers for this years 
show. I had a ball last year 
come along and help man 
the stands. Contact Bob Ellis 

The Presidents Message Chris Goddard 

Movies at Bantry Bay.  What a wonderful evening.  The weather was kind to us and 
Kate chose a great flick that satisfied our wooden boat and steam engine enthusi-
asts all wrapped around an uncomplicated tale of two companions with contrasting 
personalities, a hard drinking, cigar smoking captain and a straight-laced mission-
ary who develop an implausible love affair as they travel together downriver in Af-
rica around the start of World War I.  Even those mechanically inclined members 
were enthralled with the exercise on the straightening of the drive shaft and the 
welding of a new blade on the propeller in the depths of the jungle. 
There aren't a lot of movies like The African Queen. 
A special thank you to Gayle and Peter Smith for their outstanding organization 
and implementation of a notable weekend.  Lights, computer, projector and screen 
with the muffled hum of a generator in the background, the site was reminiscent of 
a film set! 
It was pleasing to see that a few of our members had sailed down from Pittwater 
and while there was a good representation from Lake Macquarie, there was a no-
ticeable lack of members from the south. 
Bantry Bay continues to be a great venue for boaters particularly now that the wharf has been repaired and the various build-
ings and surrounds have been given a face-lift. 

Footnote: The African Queen, was built in Lytham, Eng-
land in 1912 and used by the British East Africa Com-
pany from 1912 to 1968 to shuttle passengers and 
cargo across Lake Albert (on the border between 
Uganda and Belgian Congo).  The boat has survived 
and is now on display  in Key Largo, Florida. 

of superglue? Was this a project for WestSystem?  Anyone have 
some old epoxy glue back on their boat?  Should they be splined, 
dowelled or riveted ? The sky darkened, the lights came on, the 
screen appeared and the excitement mounted.  Chairs were set up, 
blankets were spread, the bottles of red were drained of their last as 
slides of previous gatherings were shown.  

 Not long now ! The mystery movie would be revealed and the 
popcorn would flow ! Our most glamorous hostess, Kate appeared 
from the sidelights and introduced our movie, the "African Queen" ! 

Time for the popcorn.  What popcorn? Who was meant to bring the 
popcorn?  We were told that there was to be popcorn.  Fairdinkum !! 

Where did Peter find a COLOUR version of African Queen ? 

A great atmosphere.  Everyone settled down with a tipple or two and 
records were broken for the number of people who saw the entire 
movie without dropping off to sleep.  There were 30 of us and we will 
all remember this night as a special.  At the end of the evening, we all 
packed up and wandered down to the jetty, trying to remember which 
was our dinghy to head back.  Ferries Charita and Toby II returned 
the visitors and we settled down for the night. 

The last day, Monday is always sad day, as the boats start to make 
off to catch the Spit Bridge and head home or up the coast.  For 
those of us who stayed, it was the traditional recovery breakfast 
ashore.  A perfect morning, with clear blue skies and a light breeze 
blowing.  Breakfast was on the upper level where there was a stray of 
sunshine and a good table.  Gail had spent some time telling us all 
about her new barbeque plate for the gas stove, she received as a 
gift, when Ken appeared with the world's biggest pork chop for 
breakfast.  Now, this chop was longer than the new plate was wide.  
Either Gail has to review the size of the new bbq, or Ken needs to 
supply his butcher with maximum dimensions.  They have to work as 
a team. Sadly, with the time for the next bridge opening approaching, 
more departures were happening and we all gradually headed 
home.Among the boats for the weekend were Bimini, Celtic, Charita, 
Faerie (Pittwater), Karinya, Mareva (Port Hacking), Matang, Monte 
Christo, Nerifi, Starlight (Port Hacking), Stormgirl and Toby II. A great 
weekend and all thanks to Peter and Gail for their planning. But, still 

You will see 
some of the 
best wood 
turning ever 
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Pittwater News and Views  Bob Tullett 

Social Occasions 
The Traditional Boat Squadron of Australia is holding the 
National  Marine Swap Meet and Boatfest on 15th May 2010 beside Lake 
Burley  Griffin. The event is open to all things marine and marine related,  sail, 
paddle, powered, old and new.  
This is the only marine related event incorporating on water events,  trade displays, 
swap meet stalls and stalls for waterbased activity  organisations in Australia.  I have 
attached a flier, a general information brochure, and a  registration form.  We are 
encouraging boats on the water for the day and necessary  permits can be arranged 
as part of the registration fee. We are also  encouraging swap meet stalls, general 
information stands and  commercial stalls, by individuals, groups and businesses.  
We believe your organisation will be an asset to the event.  For any further 
information please feel free to contact me.  
We look forward to your participation. Kay Mercieca  

Coming Events 
The Timber and Working with Wood Show will be held at the Horden Pavilion 18th 20th June . 

Queens Birthday Regatta Pittwater Sunday June 13th . 

From the Archives Mark Pearce 

My guess is that this is one of the early Sydney skiffs, 
one about 22' long, & was taken around 1900. She's 
carrying a mall topsail & you can clearly see 2 headsail 
halyards for swapping sails. There's at least 13 men 
plus a boy can be seen in the stern. It's also possible 
that she was a Couta boat (or maybe influenced by 
them), the stern part of the coaming appears to be 
circular & the transom shape has a similar line. 

 Photo supplied courtesy of the State Library of NSW 
photoarchives, which can be viewed & ordered online 
at http://www2.sl.nsw.gov.au/picman/.  

 I have basked in the attention and sympathy showered upon me over the last month 
following the report of my having received two new knees in Scuttlebutt. But the truth 
is that so far only one knee has been replaced, the other will be attended to in 
August, now that's something to look forward to. 
Since last I scribbled, the Pittwater Regatta has been held, Brian Hunter organised 
the wooden boat fleet again for which the association is most grateful. 
The Queens Birthday Regatta will be held on Sunday 13th June, if you would like to 
be part of this event give me a call, if however you completed a regatta form when 
renewing your membership you will automatically be included. 
Not Pittwater but a couple of events we have visited in recent weeks that deserve 
mention. The Toronto Classic Boatfest over the Easter weekend. It appeared that it 
wasn't going to happen this year, I don't know what the politics were all about but a 
group of volunteers at the 11th hour picked it up and put on a show. Fantastic, long 
may it continue, it is noted that the McCadames are in the thick of the new 
committee, good onya. 
Bantry Bay pictures under the stars now there’s a mad idea, but it worked and was 
wonderful and everyone was very happy, and it was all down to Peter and Gayle 
Smith who worked their butts off, and the African Queen was perfect for the 
occasion, thank you. 
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Well, that’s what you want when you 
have a boat and find it difficult to resist 
the urge to set a destination and head for 
it.  Look at “Westwind” whose 
destinations are invariably over the 
horizon.  Jessica Watson has seen 
plenty of water in the last 7 or 8 months 
and hopefully, by the time you have read 
this, she will have arrived safely in 
Sydney to a great welcome.  I’ll bet her 
sea legs will find dry land a bit hard to 
cope with when she steps ashore! 

For us mostly land-based seafarers (you 
oxymoron! Ed), our destinations are not 
usually as far but that matters not, so 
long as we get out there.  And, as usual, 
Toronto beckons, just before Easter.  So, 
on Tuesday 30 March start the donk at 
5.30 am, head out of Port Hacking and 
initially intend to go to Broken Bay, then 
Lake Macquarie on Wednesday. 

Conditions at sea were bordering on the 
proverbial “armchair ride” with wind in the 
south but a little current heading south to 
counter it.  Log on with Marine Rescue 
Sydney but off Long Reef, change the 
way point to Moon Island, the conditions 
continuing favourable and a gale warning 
for Wednesday – SE no less, about the 
worst quarter to voyage up the NSW 
coast in a motor boat. 

An  easy voyage sees us round Moon 
Island at 3.10pm, the VMR at Swansea 
having assured me that there is enough 
water in the entrance despite the tide 
being close to low.  Through the bridge 
at 5pm then a pleasant run up the 
channel with no depth problems as it is 

currently being dredged.  Tie up at 
Rathmines, have dinner then retire early 
for a well earned rest. 

Wednesday, wash the boat, do some 
shopping and talk to “Westwind” whose 
skipper has postponed her departure 
from Botany Bay because of the gale.  
Then over to Marmony Pt to see Thelma 
and Bruce Morley who have invited me 
to have dinner with them at the 
“Workers”.  A delightful couple  whose 
boatbuilding and sailing qualities are 
second to none. 

Thursday, into the wharf at Toronto for 
the Classic Boatfest about which others 
will have written.  For me, suffice to say 
that this event was great despite the 
trials and tribulations which preceded it.  
Congratulations to the organisers and 
participants alike. 

Monday, cruise around the lake with 
“Kenygeron” and again marvel at what 
this lake has to offer.  Tuesday, start the 
engine at 5.30am to get the 7am bridge, 
around Moon Is then head south to pick 
up the mooring at 4.30pm. 

Hardly a long voyage it is true, but as I 
moor, I sometimes feel a bit like Slocum 
with “Spray” “again tied to the old stake 
at Fairhaven”. 

But wait!  There’s more – water that is.  
All of this time I was “keeping an eye on” 
the floods in SW QLD and the resultant 
flows through the extensive river system 
down to the Darling which has not seen 
water like this for a long time.  So, I 
thought I would have a look at the 

Darling at Bourke where it was due to 
peak on Tuesday, 13 April.  Pack the 
truck with camping gear with the 
intention of driving beside the Darling 
from Burke to Wilcannia. 

At Bourke, the river was quite high 
according to the locals and a very 
welcome 7.5mm  of rain in the previous 
week had added to their joy.  But that 
rain was to upset my plan – roads down 
the Darling were all closed.  The best laid 
plans of mice and men………  But all 
plans are subject to change without 
notice, so down to Cobar with the hope 
of going to Condobilin via Lake 
Cargelligo.  Not a good idea said the 
RTA men on the side of the road – 
100km of dirt and after recent rain, the 
road would be rough.  So Hillston, 
Griffith, Temora etc then home. 

Plenty of water around north of Cobar 
although not as much in the south.  More 
needed.  The big downside?  After rain 
and a bit of warm weather, locusts – 
swarms of them!  You should see the 
front of the truck!  More water when I got 
home.  Back to where we started I 
guess. 

WATER  WATER  EVERYWHERE   by Dick Branson 

The African Queen from wikipedia via the internet 

The African Queen (also 
known as S/L 
Livingstone) is the boat 
used in the movie The 
African Queen. It is 
located at 99701 
Overseas Highway in 
Key Largo, Florida. On 
February 18, 1992, it 

was added to the U.S. National Register of Historic Places. 

The boat was built in 1912 in Lytham, England, for service in Africa 
on the Victoria Nile and Lake Albert where the movie was filmed in 
1951. She was used by the British East Africa Railway from 1912 to 
1968 to shuttle cargo and passengers across Lake Albert. 

The African Queen sank and had to be raised twice during filming of the movie. 
Lauren Bacall quoted "The natives had been told to watch it and they did. They 
watched it sink." 

Recent floods at Bourke 



Scuttlebutt   May 2010,     page   5 

 

It would be nice to say we slipped our 
mooring one quiet morning and glided 
out of Botany Bay. Our memory is full of 
fancy and I fancy that is how it was. 

Westwind shouldered her way through 
the heads and turned north, pulling the 
following sea on like a familiar jumper. 
We thought we might stop at Pittwater 
but the wind was fair and the day was 
fine, we stood on for Swansea where we 
entered at 21.00.  

Mike Warner on ‘Lahara’ had to work all 
that day so as we slept on a mooring 
east of Swansea Bridge Mike was sailing 
through the night. When Lahara arrived 
about 8.30 Mike was looking very fresh 
compared to his crew. Mike always looks 
fresh. 

    Against many odds, the festival was a 
big success, the weather unusually 
balmy and the lake and Toronto still a 
delightful destination. What’s more, the 
channel into the lake had been dredged 
and we never found a depth less than 
2.6 metres. 

Westwind had many visitors at the 
festival, mostly from our loose knit of 
wooden boat folk....we think of you all 
very dearly, the intelligent wit and simple 
humour, the warmth and camaraderie 
will chortle and swoosh and sigh in 
Westwinds insistent wake wherever she 
goes. 

   A couple of years ago we got 
clobbered by a breaking wave on the 
Camden Haven River bar, we decided to 
face the ghost of our past even though 
there was a 3 metre swell running. 
Westwind crossed the bar without 
incident and we spent a pleasant 
weekend at Laurieton. Neither was there 
any problems exiting the river which we 
did with the last of Mondays’ light, a 
blood red sunset farewelling us.  

48 hours and 250 miles later we crossed 
another bar, this time to enter Southport 
seaway where we anchored in Bums Bay 
(aptly named) and cleared customs into 
Queensland. Here you have to sign a 
declaration that you will shoot, or 

otherwise interfere with, no more than 
one only jetski per day,the rider of which 
must be 15 years or older. Now that’s 
fair. 

     We would have liked to take the 
peaceful waterways behind North and 
South Stradbroke but one particular 
stretch at Jacobs Well is becoming more 
and more choked up so after a hectic 
stay on the Gold coast visiting friends 
Westwind had an exhilarating passage to 
Mooloolaba. The night was showery and 
squally with a fresh s’easter, by midnight 
we had two reefs in and a scrap of 
genoa, Westwind was somhow 
possessed and us with her, she was 
doing 7.5 to 8 kts and we were going to 
arrive at Mooloolaba way too early. 
When I made the course change to cross 
the shipping lane near Caloundra I took 
all sail off and the last 20 miles into 
Mooloolaba was under bare poles still 
doing 4.5 kts. 

    It was a wet and expensive stay in that 
port but we managed to enjoy ourselves 
along with doing many odd jobs, not the 
least being the washing and shopping.    
At 3am on 22nd April Westwind slipped 
out of her berth, heading for Wide Bay 
and the Great Sandy strait. If I look out of 
the main hatch now I can see this vast 
waterway disappearing into the 
moonlight...beckoning.  

ON THE ROAD AGAIN  Chris Dicker 

IT JUST HAPPENS EACH YEAR Rob Hardy 

No planning.  No committee meetings.  No 
publicity. No invitations.  It is just on! 

Each Easter Monday, boats and crew arrive at one 
of the Lake Macquarie sand islands to join lots of 
other like minded boats and crew for what has 
become an annual picnic.  We arrive fairly early to 
"stake our claim" and declare the island ours for 
the day.  Much laughter and a terrific spread of 
good food and cheer is the order of the day.  With 

so many boats on the Lake for the Easter Lake Macquarie Boatfest, it is an opportunity to 
have a get together.  This year 13 boats turned up with about twice as many people.  For a 
first we had a "yacht division" in our company.  Lahara, Vandanick and Westwind were there.  
A sighting of Chris and Gilli in a fibreglass boat was a another first.  Normally the day 
concludes with a sailing regatta, and honourary awards are available for a win in the red sails 
division, white sails division and the blue sails division, however this year the socialising went 
on too long. Will it be on next year ?  Who knows ?  Just be there early. 

Westwind 
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Pittwater Regatta 2010    Brian Hunter 

A fleet of nine faced the starter for this year’s event. The 
forecast of a fresh nor’easter proved right, kicking in just after 
the start. Magic was the first boat away as all the earlier 
starters on the programme did not show up; maybe the forecast 
put them off? It was a well- contested race with positions 
changing on different legs as the fleet enjoyed the 15 – 20 knot 
nor’easter. All yachts were sailing at their hull speed in the 
heavier gusts and creating an action-charged spectacle sailing 
in close quarters . The victor was Narawi  a 34’ Jock Muir sloop 
sailed particularly well in the fresh conditions by owner Andy 
Minter. Second place went to Salacia of Admirals Cup fame 
sailed by David Lovell, and third was Sylvia, a 26’ Gaff Couta 
boat sailed by Larry Eastwood. It will all be on again next year 
in late March -  hope to see you there  

Narawi 

Narawi  a 34’ Jock Muir sloop  

Cariad and Camille 

Magic 

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN  Britain’s America’s Cup team, 
TEAMORIGIN, has invited the America’s Cup  holders, BMW 

ORACLE Racing, to Cowes this summer to compete in a match race  tournament that will involve a 
race clockwise around the Island over the historic original course that saw the birth of the America’s 
Cup in 1851. This inaugural event will be named The 1851 CUP. In that summer of 1851, fourteen 
British yachts raced a visiting US yacht  called ‘America’, clockwise around the Isle of Wight. The 
American yacht  won. Her owners were awarded a silver ewer, which became, and continues to be 
to this day, one of the world’s leading sports trophies – the America’s Cup.        From Scuttlebutt 

Did you know 
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BUY SWAP AND SELL  
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no. Appear. Non-members 
are charged $10 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $15 with a picture. Ads will run for two issues, members ads longer if you 
ask for an extension. Submissions close on the 20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge  

 Disclaimer 

Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the 
Association’s meetings are those of the individual 
originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s 
Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at 
such forums  

Participation in events organized by the Association may 
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or 
damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently 
associated with the perils of the sea or weather. 

Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of 
members  on behalf of themselves, their guests and 
invitees whether to commence or continue any particular 
activity irrespective of information supplied by Association 
officers. 

For Sale 

Make: Gaff Rig Sloop  C.1925 
“Barnacle”  23 foot,  9’3” beam 
Engine – single cylinder diesel 
Sail (2 tan sails)   Reg exp 18/12/09 
HIN no. AU-WWA158402AL9 
Very attractive shape 
Contact: 02 9907 7747 or 0413 919 622 
Currently moored in Balgowlah,  

For Sale Sail-row-
motor, 13’6”’ 
clinker ply boat, 
Yamaha motor, 
dunbier trailer  
$6500  contact 

Bruce McGowan on 98297139 

For Sale- “ Gumnut” 6.10m Timber 2 
Jib Cutter Yacht “ Wild Duck” design 
built of wood by Chris Dicker 1989. 
Has single Cylinder Perkins Diesel 
engine, 2way Radio, +Separate 
Radio Receiver.. Solar cell battery 
charger.2x Bunks, Stove & Toilet+2 x 
Anchors. &  life Jackets etc 2 Jibs, 
Genoa,& Spinnaker. All equipment in 
top condition plus Dinghy. Currently 
Moored in Gwawley Bay opposite 
Sylvania Waters. Make an Offer by 
contacting 
Stuart Storrar 
on 95315952 

or 0428210283   

FOR SALE  Wooden hulled, Enterprise 
sailing boat.  A good holiday project! 
 Solid boat with new deck and timber 
buoyancy tanks. Transom strengthened 
to take small outboard. At 13 feet long it 
is suitable as a roomy camping/touring 
boat. Much quality work done recently, 
including back to bare wood but needs 
paint and reassembly. Includes 
substantial trailer, in good condition, 
plus lights. Also wooden mast, plus 
sails, rigging, boom and fittings. 
 Circumstances changed, so exceptional 
value at $600:00, ONO. For further 
details contact Mac Story  
024367772        macansue3@bigpond.com  

For Sale 18ft*5.8*12” Launch, built in 
Tasmania in the 50’s. Batten seam Carvel 
Construction of Huon pine over Huon frames. 
6hp Simplex: has never had raw water through 
engine, always had a heat exchanger. Freshly 
painted an a good registered trailer. Ready for 
the water and summer fun. Cost $12500 or 
best offer, John Dikeman 47392480 

For Sale 

Inflatable tender, 1 1/2 hp motor as 
new, with pump cost $950..00 con-
tact Rick on 0411624679 

For Sale: Couta 
boat: 26’6”  Unique 
vintage wooden 
original Lacco 
classic design, built 
by the master 
himself, with added 
cabin and small 
flying bridge. 

Centre hydraulic steering, power anchor winch, 
inboard 20hp 4 cyl. Diesel motor. Original bow 
sprit mast, gaff and boom. Full history available.  

Ron Douglas Phone 02 6495 3519 

Kooringal4hol@bigpond.com    $49,500 
(negotiable)  

For Sale  15' Putt-putt splendidly and 
lovingly restored. Hull epoxy sheathed to 
waterline. Majestically propelling this fine 
craft is a 4 hp CLAE BANTAM engine, fully 
and professionally restored. A classic craft 
for a mere $8.500.- incl. reg. trailer. John 
Rasmussen 99992993, Cavan Lenaghan 
0418404154 

Wanted: Plastic mainsail slides 15mm wide 
and 3mm deep but WITH THE GROOVE IN 
THE BACK. These are not easy to get and I 
will take any number of them. Maybe you have 
half a dozen in a jar in the boatshed? Name 
your price. Ring Fraser on 0412 526 065. 

For Sale: 

4 sheets 4mm Bruynzeel gaboon 
marine ply, one edge has some dam-
age.  They are in Katoomba, but if 
you are not in a hurry they could be 
in Sydney. $100 the lot, new cost is 
$65/sheet. Mark Pearse w 9282 9932 
0419 124 530 

FOR SALE   Historic timber 18' launch 
"Petra" Volvo Penta 2cy marine diesel 
Builder: Garden Island Dockyard 
(1940's) Petra was used as a berthing 
or line boat during WWII Please call 
Joan (02) 9673 6680 or   

Mob 0408 23 05 23 
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The Back Page Jeff Clout 

Did you know that Jessica Watson  has rounded Tasmania and is now on the 

run home to Sydney, expected arrival is mid May. Sydney harbour will be busy 
that day! 

Did you know the expression “fiddleback pine”  comes from chairs with the 
back shaped similar to a fiddle or violin, they were generally constructed from 
species of pine including Huon, king billy and celery top pine 

Did you know  the internet is a great place to search for free boat plans. There are plenty of free complete plans available to 

download, also youtubes has hundreds of videos from people that have built boats and they have made 10 min. videos. There 
is a few of our members hiding there as well. For those who are thinking of building something the choice is endless. I found 
my first project from the United Nations web site. They have a set of plans for a fishing boat, simple to construct and can be 
modified to suit what timbers are available also can be built out of ply as well. That suits me for the first build to gain confidence  
before doing something ambitious. 

Don’t you love technology , this months edition of Scuttlebutt is truly “on the road”. Normally I am based on the far north 
Coast of NSW living the dream as I say. I had to travel out to Moree to do some staff training so all the files for Scuttlebutt were 
copied onto my portable hard drive, my laptop has the desk top publishing software I use and here I sit in a motel room 
finishing off Scuttlebutt for another month. The motel has internet connections so very shortly this tome will get emailed to the 
printers, loaded onto the web site and that’s it for another month and I still will get a good nights sleep. 

A big thanks to the contributors that stepped up to send me 
some great stories, please keep it up and to you who have a 
great boat sitting there, send me your story or call or email and 
I’ll help you put it together. 

The Working with Wood Show is coming very soon , I had 
the pleasure of assisting there last 
year, we ran slide shows and movies, 
The expression “make a noise and 
they will come” worked well. If you 
have some time to spare contact Bob 
Ellis. 

Finally  a definition of a gentleman, it 
is one who can play the bagpipes but 
prefers not to. Cheers see you at the 
show, Jeff 

Dick Bransons 
Starlight at the recent 
Toronto event, the 
caption that came with 
the photo is a wind 
powered Starlight, 
with 3 pipers, 1 side 
drummer and a bass 
drummer giving it all, 
that’s a good call.  


