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On the upper reaches of the  Nambucca River 
Photograph by Rob Hardy 
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Cover picture 

The cover photo is of four boats taken on the upper 

reaches of the Nambucca River where we stopped 

for lunch.  The boats were launched at Macksville 

and we had travelled up the most scenic river to 

almost the limit of navigation.  The run up was about 

two and a half hours.  After the motors were turned 

off the silence in the valley was magnificent.  The run 

on the Nambucca was part of a week’s gathering of 

friends with putt putt boats.  An article on a longer 

run up the Kalang River will appear in the next 

edition.  - Rob Hardy 

Presidents ReportPresidents Report  

  Ross McLeanRoss McLean  

Our March meeting saw over 50 members and 
guests entertained by Peter Smith’s lively report on 

canal barging and associated activities in Europe via a presentation 
entitled, “Four Hundred Years of Timber on European Canals.” 

For me the most impressive action in the presentation were several 
videos of log rafting down tranquil waterways only to be hurled, 
‘passengers and all,’ down the overflow ramps into the canal below 
on several occasions, instead of using the canal locks. 

This activity is chartered, and comes complete with an oompah 
band and singer. I can’t recall if the band stopped playing during 
the wild descents, but the singer certainly did, as she held on for 
dear life as the raft of logs first teeter-tottered over the edge of the 
dam, then launched itself down the ramp on the down stream side. 
The raft was propelled by the build up of water pressure behind it, 
but as gravity took hold, it made its own pressure wave in front, to 
the delight of many on-lookers.  Other members were similarly 
amazed by these videos, judging by the response and comments 
from behind me. 

On the horizon, we have the Lake Macquarie Classic Boatfest, at 
Toronto over Easter on April 19th and 20th. I urge members to sup-
port this event, as it has in the past been organised by some of our 
Lake Macquarie members and has always been an extremely enjoy-
able and friendly event.  Boat registration is only $35-, and the Sat-
urday night Awards Gala only another $40- per head.  On the Friday 
night exhibitors are treated to a free ‘Meet and Greet.’ 

After the Boatfest itself, local WBA members head off to a secret 
bar-b-que spot, and enjoy good company, food and beverages on 
the Easter Monday, all welcome.  My boat Buccaneer has been pre-
sent at the Boatfest for a number of years, and this year, it will be 
proudly sporting the WBA President’s burgee.  Also, as Sally will be 
in the United States, I will be ably supported by the ‘usual crew’ of 
local ladies, and invite all members to enjoy a brew near Buccaneer 
on the Saturday afternoon around 1600 hours, (8 bells).  For those 
who have enjoyed a Buccaneer brew in the past … well … you know 
what to expect I’m sure. 

This month’s guest speaker will be our member, Grant Holmes with 
a presentation on “Building a House of Dreams.”  

See you there … 

Ross McLean 

Opinions and advice expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are those of the individual originator’s 

only.   The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed in this publication or at 

such forums.   Participation in events organized by the Association may involve certain risks which include the possibility 

of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather.   Such 

risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees 

whether to commence or continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by Association officers. 

Printed by Power Colour Pty Ltd, 106 Grose Street, Parramatta   NSW  2150   A.B.N.  58 066 215 021 

Scan the QR code to go the WBA of NSW Inc. on 

the web and follow the links to Scuttlebutt, Hal 

Harpur Award and more useful information 

I'm usually able to use propwash and wind 
to manoeuvre the boat but sometimes the 
first mate with a boathook saves the day 

Next Meeting Tuesday 8th April 

Guest speaker—Grant Holmes, 
‘Building a house of dreams’ 
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Terry Lance sent me these pictures of a group weekend away to 
Repton.  More information will follow next issue. 

Repton, located near the mouth of the Bellinger River, is 
approximately 500 kilometres north of Sydney or about 20 
kilometres south of Coffs Harbour. 

The vessel Trinity (black hull with plenty of wood) is over 100 
years old & restored by a bloke up near Sawtell.  He was a 
furniture restorer, so has used some fancy timbers in the 
restoration.  

The vessel is a 'stunner'. 

P l en ty  o f 

morning sun on 

the timber. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repton Weekend 
from Terry Lance 
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I have been boating on Pittwater since Easter 1969 when some 
Canadian friends talked me into taking my 30' Holmes built cruiser 
BARRACUDA there for the holiday.  It was an eventful trip, but that 
is a story for another time, but as it turned out I never returned to 
Port Jackson permanently. 

I thought I knew almost everything there is to know about the 
Pittwater working professionally on the water full time for 5 years 
from 1970 and then in marine related businesses serving Pittwater 
for a further 8 years.  Apart from a short stint away I have spent all 
this time exploring Pittwater and the Hawkesbury in my holidays 
and on weekends.  

Well this summer, except for the weekends when the large plastic 
stink boats and skiffs (yachts  sic), take over the place ( you can tell 
I just love them and crave to own one), I have made a fantastic 
discovery. 

Hiding amongst the trees overlooking Hungry Beach (not 
disclosing the location) there is an intact World War 2 bunker, 
complete with windows and almost habitable except for a missing 
door. I have visited Hungry Beach several times over the years but I 
have never sighted it before, I can only assume some trees have 
fallen down disclosing its whereabouts. 

In any case if the Nip had got past the West Head enforcements 
he would have been in for a rude shock from this bunker as the 
average depth of water in the river off there is only 5 metres so 
subs would have had to surface.  Their goal of course would have 
been the Brooklyn rai l  and road bridges.  
Anyway it is worth a visit, if you can find Hungry Beach. 

For those of you who would like to contact me my landline is  
kaput, my only contact number is 0417 208 830 ( Ross A please 
note), and also I am off on my annual road cruise and would love 
to hear from you. 

Happy sailing 

 

 

Web Site, www.offcenterharbor.com/ 

 

 

Jamie Snodgrass 
r e c e n t l y 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
and talked about 
this web site, 
recommending it 
to members. 

The site was 
established in 
2011 by five 
fellows, two of 
which will be well 
k n o w n  t o 
Wooden Boat 
m a g a z i n e 
readers, Maynard 
B r a y  a n d 
B e n j a m i n 

Mendlowitz  

In their own words, 

“   our mission is to provide authentic know-how for boaters 
worldwide,.....” 

and 

“A couple of years ago we discovered the precision and clarity by 
which digital videos illuminate the world of traditional boats. This 
revelation ultimately led to the creation of the OffCenterHarbor.com. 
Videos remain the heart of the OffCenterHarbor experience and 
along with expert advice from our guides will always be at the core 
of our site.” 

 

Annual access cost appears to be US$29.00 per year.  One of the 
perks recently offered was free access to the next three digital 
editions of Classic Boat with a 50% reduction off the newsstand 
price for subsequent editions. 

Quite intrigued, John Bell captured this photograph on the WBA 
Bantry Bay weekend.  He wasn’t aware of the luxury we enjoy of 
the Cappuccino Boat floating around Sydney Harbour serving 
freshly brewed coffee to boaties, fisherman, beachgoers and 
kayakers. 

John and his wife, Jane operate The Boatshed at Woronora, hiring 
boats and providing the waterfront cafe/kiosk for sit-in or take-
away meals, snacks and beverages from 8:30 am to 6pm, 7 days a 
week.   

Maybe he is contemplating same on the Woronora River........... 

THE PITTWATER REPORT 

f r o m  B r i a n  H u n t e r  
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Scuttlebutt  readers would be aware of the Woody Point Yacht 
Club, as there has been regular reference to the club by the 
Pittwater scribe. 

I thought it 
m i g h t  b e 
interesting to 
provide some 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
about one of the 
club’s main 
events, the 
running of the 
W e d n e s d a y 
night twilight 
regatta over the 
daylight saving 
period.  

T h e r e  i s 
approximately 85 
yachts taking 
part, and the 

fleet is hugely 
eclectic, ranging 
from Olympic 

Finn dinghies up to 45 foot cruisers. Twenty one of the yachts are 
timber, including  Jubilees, a Yachting World Diamond, a David 
Payne 7m, Gaff Rangers, Couta Boats, an H28 ketch, an S&S sloop, 
a Tasman Seabird, a 
Lyle Hes Cutter, 
T r i m a r a n s ,  a 
Wright32, a Van De 
Stat 23, and the list 
goes on. 

The fleet is 
handicapped, with 
all the boats sailing  
in the one division, 
and the handicaps 
being revised on a 
weekly basis. The 
race is a stern 
chaser, with the 
slower small  boats 
starting at 1730 hrs 
through to the last 
of the faster boats at 1810 hrs 

As the daylight saving period comes to a close, and depending on 
the breeze, some of us are getting back to our moorings in semi 
darkness at around 1930 hrs. The race course is the same every 
week regardless of the wind direction, and is basically a “lap” 

a r o u n d 
P i t t w a t e r 
utilising the 
M a r i t i m e 
S e r v i c e s 
a q u a m a r k 
minibuoys as 
follows.  

Startline, the 
m a g n i f i c e n t 
motor yacht, 
M a j o r 
P e r s e v e r a n c e 
a n d  t h e 
S t a r b o a r d 
channel marker 
off the North 
Western corner 
of Scotland 
Island, to the 

buoy off Stokes Point, to the buoy off Soldiers Point, to the buoy 
off Taylors Point, and then back to the start boat.  

The handicapper  generally does a good job so that the finish is 

often a magnificent gaggle of yachts of all types and sizes with 
crews holding up their number boards and shouting to be noticed.  

Most of  the crews have at least a rudimentary understanding of 
yacht racing rules and those that don’t are soon “wised up” with 

commentary 
as to their 
seamanship 
and sailing 
knowledge 
f r o m 
surrounding 
yachts. The 
following is 
a quote from 
the Woody 
Point “sailing 
instructions” 
with regard 
to protests.- 

“Protests are 
generally not 
encouraged, 

h o w e v e r 
anyone with a 
problem, and 

accompanied by two cases of beer, may approach the start boat 
(writers note, there is no Woody Point Clubhouse) where the protest 
will be heard and possibly dealt with” 

For the past ten years or so when I have been able to get away 
from work early, I have been the forward hand on one of the three 
timber Jubilees. Corella is a timber boat approximately sixty years 

old with the only concessions to modern materials use being an 
aluminium boom and dynel/epoxy sheathing of the hull. I always 
look forward to my mid week “treat”. 

This year we have done quite well so far, by sailing consistently, 
and have managed to keep under the handicapper’s radar, we may 
even get a place in the top ten! 

Over the years I have been involved in many types of sailing races, 
the Woody Point Yacht Club twilight series, run by a fantastic 
group of Pittwater volunteers is my favourite.  

 

 

 

 

 

Woody Point Yacht  Club 

Wednesday Twilight Races 
from Simon Riddell 

A Jubilee and Tasman Seabird in pre start 

manoeuvres 

The Start Boat “Major Perseverance”.  The 
dedicated crew get us on our way every week 

and record our times 

Jubilee C-Charm, on the reach from Stokes Point 

to Soldiers Point 

Looking back at some of the fleet heading from Stokes Point to 
Soldiers Point. Couta Boat in the middle, Wright 32 and Jubilee to 

the right 

ranger Class Retreat 
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THE CAIRNS REPORT 
from Chris Dicker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the few words that the editor has allotted me in this issue I would 
just like to say what a great job he is doing, often thanklessly working 
till two in the morning to get Scuttlebutt to press. He also used to do 

a very good editors report, which is sorely missed. 

Meantime it has been very hot in Cairns after two or three weeks of 
heavy rain. Miraculously I managed to get a big cat painted between 

downpours and in broiling heat; this after 'saying no more cats'. There 
is, however, one more cat that I am to paint in Sydney after which I 
hope to attend the heritage do up at Lake Macquarie if I can get a lift 

off someone. 

Looking forward to seeing some familiar faces. 

 

Monte Cristo receives some TLC and new 

bottom paint 

Gino Coia hauled out Monte Cristo, his 53 foot (16m) wheel house 
ketch on Friday 28th March for three days of solid effort to apply 
almost 20 litres of anti-foul paint and attend to some niggly water 

ingress issues. 

He hopes to have a smile on his face once it is back in the water. 

Monte Cristo was built in Tasmania of Huon Pine planks over a Red 
Gum frame, and is powered by a 5 cylinder Gardner diesel. 

Gino has had the vessel approximately 20 years and spends most of 

his time on board with regular trips around Sydney Harbour, Pittwater 
and Broken Bay. 

The other pictures on this page were taken in January when your 

editor had the pleasure of accompanying Gino on a passage back to 
Sydney under full sail. 

 

I used to have a handle on life, but it broke  
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BUY SWAP and SELLBUY SWAP and SELLBUY SWAP and SELL   
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of 
charge if the member’s name and phone no.  appear.   
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 
25 words).  $30 with a picture.   Ads will run for two 
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.   
Submissions close on the 21st of each month 
NOTE:  Items for free, No Charge.   Contact the Editor, 
see page 2 for details. 

Some advice from John Wagerman 

I was advised not to put the old WBA 

Yearbook in the recycle paper bin as someone 

could use/sell all the phone numbers for 

promotion purposes (You know the very 

annoying contact centre calls that ring at any 

time of the day even at night sometimes!) 

Instead shred them before discarding.  

 

 FOR SALE  from WBA Victoria 

Built by Harry Clark of Newport Vic early 1960s. 
18ft carvel Fishing boat of Meranti hardwood 
(so as to be kept out of water for long periods) 
and Bluegum ribs 

Twin cylinder Winsconsin Aircooled 14HP 
engine in good condition, very reliable 
Boat very solid and beamy and handles all 
weather conditions easily 

$18,000 on trailer 

Cliff Elliot        0411 895 019 

FOR SALE 

Reluctantly decided to sell my 27’ Tumlaren 
“Svalan”, as I have my eye on a smaller timber 
boat.  Designer: Knud Reimers (Sweden), built 
1949 Tuncurry NSW by Alf Jahnsson, brown 
beech timbers; white beech coach house; 
spotted gum decks; Oregon spars 

Mast stepped and coated with Coelan 5yrs ago, 
still looks new, hull recently stripped and 
painted, newly antifouled, new toerails, new 
deck paint, new dynel on coach house roof and 
after deck, pintels refurbished,  new genoa, 
fairly new main. Jib, storm jib and spinnaker 
available. 

 8hp outboard available separately 

 full history available 

Asking $11,000.  Jim Rist  0417 268 952 

FOR SALE 

Heat Exchanger.  Manufactured by Savage in 

NZ.   470mm long, 80mm diameter 

Negotiate a price & help me get it out of the 

shed.        Chris Goddard 0414 447 007 

Based on a series of highly 

popular articles written for 

Classic Boat Magazine, this 

witty collection recalls some of 

the incidents the author has 

survived in over half a century 

of messing about in boats.   

Most sailors will find something 

to relate to in these escapades 

from around the world and they 

will bring a wry smile to any 

boaters’ lips.   The author’s 

wonderfully witty cartoons help 

bring these anecdotes to life.   All 

these stories are true, so WBA 

member Alan that his architectural 

clients do not think they are 

entrusting their work to a seagoing 

Mr Bean.   Copies are available from 

Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95 

or less on Amazon.   WBA members 

can get copies from Alan at 

meetings for $20. 

FOR SALE 

 

Oars 1.8 long, 45mm shaft 

diameter, good condition, 

need another coat of 

varnish. 

Can bring to a meeting for 

inspection. 

Negotiate a price & help 

me get them out of the 

shed. 

Chris Goddard 0414 447 

007 
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——   ——   O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  ——   ——   
THIS YEAR 2014 

April 8 WBA meeting - Guest speaker—Grant Holmes, ‘Building a house of dreams’ 
April 19-20 Lake Macquarie Classic Boatfest, Toronto.  http://www.classicboatfest.com.au 
May 13 WBA meeting - Guest Speaker, John Wood, ‘Formation of the WBA of NSW’. 
June 10 WBA meeting - Guest Speaker, Kevin Isle, winner of 2013 Hal Harpur Award 

‘Why, Where & How of the making of Janine Anne’ 
July 8 WBA Meeting - Hugh Lander, Public Affairs Manager, Sydney Heritage Fleet, 
    ‘Sydney Heritage Fleet – Sydney’s Best Kept Secret’ 
August 12 WBA meeting – Guest speakers, Betty & Peter Gossell  
   ‘Adventures in Paradise’ aboard the Barquentine CALIFORNIA 
September 9 WBA Meeting 
October 14 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker & member, Peter Widders, 
   “Red King's Voyage: The building of a 19' strip-planked sea kayak” 
November 11 WBA Annual General Meeting 
December End of year dinner & Hal Harpur Award presentation 

NEXT YEAR 2015 
January 13 WBA meeting  
February 10 WBA meeting  
February Raft up @ Bantry Bay 
March 10 WBA meeting  
April 14 WBA meeting  

Page 8 story, from Nick Lawther 
On a recent stopover in Singapore my 
brother ‘organised’ for the two of us 
to go to South Sulawesi to see 

traditional phinisi (trading vessels) 
construction.  Organised means he 
bought two plane tickets and 

photocopied a page out of guide 
book older than him.  We landed at 
Makassar and toured the old harbour 

to see phinisi being loaded and 
unloaded.  The standing joke was 
“Boss, you want to go to Australia by 

boat?”.  And then an 8 hour taxi trip to 
Bira Beach to see these fantastic boats 
being built right on the beach.  The 

boats are built plank on edge each 
plank starting from the keel, and are 
dowelled & pinned to the plank 

before it.  Shape is created by the 
master boat builder.  The framing 
follows, matching the shape of the 

hull.  Setting out tools minimal, 
construction tools favoured are chain 
saws, electric drills and electric planers.  

It all looks gorgeous but the noise is 
horrendous.  Timber is milled right 
alongside.  Some may have met 

Bartho who lives there - he was at the 
Hobart Festival last year in the Indonesian area. 


