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A relaxing weekend aboard your own wooden motor launch...
...come on let’s build her!!
see inside for details

Photos courtesy Practical Boat Owner

Evolution & Club Racing: 1 & 2 footers
The WBANSW building a show-stopper!

March 2012

Scuttlebutt

Evolution & Club Racing

Presidents Report Alan Stannard
We had a very interesting monthly meeting in February, our guest
speaker Dennis McGoogan brought along and rigged six sailing
boat models, four were rigged with spars and sails (spinnaker
included), another was in the state of being planked using
the carvel method. These sailing model hulls ranged in length
from 12” to 32”, all carrying huge amounts of sail for their hull
length. The floor to ceiling height in the Sporties Club auditorium
restricted the rig, some of the models ended up being rigged with
their smaller mast and sails.

1&2 footers

On The Cover Andi Morgan
Photos by Robin Gates

32” Model in the making

Racing at Rose Bay

Double ender clinker planked row boat

The Late George McGoogan

Great Display - at the WBANSW meeting

The 52 WBA members and their guests at this meeting had the
opportunity to view these magnificent Australian Red Cedar (Toona
Australis) sailing boat hulls after Dennis’ talk. One particular hull
was estimated to be nearly one hundred years old; its hull shape
was carved and hollowed out from a single piece of timber.

Dennis McGoogan (Left) is presented with an etched glass & a bottle of wine by Pres. Alan Stannard

For our March meeting, the guest speaker Mr Noel Riley will
address our meeting with a talk titled “Developing Hullforms of
Yesterday’s Timber Vessels.” It promises to be an interesting talk
there will be half hull models and lines plans on display. I hope all
of our members can attend this meeting.
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We have some magnificent prizes for our monthly raffle to be
held at our meetings, thanks to Dave Giddings, Manager of Drive
Marine Services and fellow WBA member and the second prize
will be a worthy tool donated by our association. The person
holding the winning ticket will be able to choose their prize from
a selection, courtesy Drive Marine Services.
Again a reminder the annual “Classic Boatfest” will be held at
Toronto, Lake Macquarie on Easter Saturday 7th and Easter Sunday
8th April 2012. This is a wonderful friendly boat festival displaying
boats of electric, steam, sail and power propulsion with plenty to
see and do for the whole family.

The cover of this months issue is a stunning Badnam Motor
Launch. Its appearance is the result of the passion and drive of
one of our members... Alan Williams (Quirky). It seems Quirky is
looking for a project that will enable him to angle grind off his
other foot! I reckon this baby should be good for a whole leg.
Remember sometime ago we conducted a members survey and a
section in the survey asked “ If we were to build a project boat
would you participate? See fig1

YES

NO
SOME

fig1
SURVEY March 2011

Given the response above there is a good chance we could provide
the required labour and interest?
Maybe the Badnam is too big? Should we look at a Putt Putt?
Maybe the interest levels have changed?

Before we can proceed let’s (you guessed it!!) survey the
membership again on the ‘build a boat’ project.
For those members interested and bearing in mind this
project would take place in Sydney, please complete
the survey inserted into this issue and return it to your
committee.
All advice, comments and issues will be heard and discussed.
We also need to investigate the associations ownership of an asset
along with insurance etc. Most of the materials required we are
hoping will be donated or sold at cost. A location is also being sought.
Alan Williams has already completed a large amount of ground
work in relation to this project from viewing a similar boat under
construction to the cost of materials and possible locations.
Our aim is to build a project within 3 years on a trailer where it can be
towed as a work in progress to Sydney and regional shows. It could
possibly involve shipwrights at TAFE and/or Sea Scouts.
Upon completion be available to all members of the WBANSW for
private use with a ‘cover cost’ rental fee. The boat will not require
any special towing considerations. There are many members who
don’t own a boat and this would be a great
way to get on the water. It could travel to all
the shows and festivals as needed and would
be a great advertisement for the WBANSW.
The project would sport the Logos of the
WBANSW as well as any major sponsors. We
believe there should be little if any drain on
the association funds. Early days and a ton
of preliminary work to be done... The next
couple of pages are to whet the appetite!
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Design Matters Alan Williams

The evolution of the small raised deck cruiser Alan Williams

Alan Williams looks at the design of small boats in
a new series.

and above and use strip plank or laminated ply….Such a simple
timeless design, how could you improve on this?

It can be difficult to design an attractive sea kindly motor cruiser
of between 20 and 25 feet. If you don’t believe me, have a
look through some of those 1970’s Practical Boat Owners that
members swap at meetings. You will see some desperate clunkers
stomped out of moulds in trading estates, flogged by blokes with
too much hair, flares and ties like coloured kippers.
However, many of us have admired the timeless simple grace
and practicality of the raised deck launches and small cruisers
that evolved in those years between the World Wars. The supply
of affordable and reliable marine engines urged boatbuilders to
build small displacement motor boats with cabin space. These
were designed and built free from stylists and marketing people...
The raised topsides were an easier and stronger way to provide
a bit of headroom in small craft rather than the complication of
building a cabin top on side decks. Less joints, less leaks and it
looked good: the perfect weekender or fishing boat able to make
coastal passages in fine weather. You will still find venerable
examples nodding at moorings in harbours around the Western
World. Not many take up marina berths… Nor do you see many
in the US. It seems that any marine engine less than one adapted
from at least a 6 cylinder car donk was strictly for wimps.
The raised deck was also incorporated in some attractive sailing
craft, notably by Maurice Griffiths and in Cliff Gale’s classic
Ranger class.
The two motor cruisers illustrated are from a treasured 1937 copy
of The Lonsdale Library’s “Motor Cruising”. The 20 footer must be
aimed at a patient boat owner as it calls only for a 3 hp Stuart
Turner. I did not know they ever made one. I crewed aboard a
similar example which had an 8 hp Stuart, which we thought was
just about right. The coach roof here seems to be inspired more by
a railway carriage design rather than naval architecture.
The 28 foot version gives some moving around space but with the
same limited accommodation. This would benefit from a wheel
shelter. As well as protecting the helmsman, an awning stretching

Well, David Thomas seems to have has done this. David is a
retired Master Mariner who later took up yacht design and
looked on in astonishment, he said, as these delightful designs
came sputtering out of his computer. This is his first motor boat
design which he was asked to design as an open yacht club
launch. The raised topsides came
later. The launch was required to have
a fair turn of speed without leaving a
wash, so David opted for the lightest
construction he could. In co ordination
with boatbuilder Hedley Bewes the hull
is of three layers of 3mm ply on 30 x 20
pine stringers finished with two layers
of 300 gram glass. There are six layers
near the keel. With the traditional WC in
the focsle and two berth cabins, David
had moved the wheel house forward to
allow full headroom in the cabin, while
the helmsman and galley are located
mid way along the wheel shelter.
To push this strong, 24’9”, 870 kilo
hull (a Camry can tow 1,200 K) David
designed an outboard well to contain
a 40 hp outboard. This wafts the
delightfully proportioned vessel along
at 15 knots, cruising at 12 ½ while
sipping 7 litres an hour. This semi
displacement hull has been designed to cross the Solent to the
Isle of Whight in half an hour, cutting through its notorious chop
with her fine waterlines and flared bow. The Solent may look
protected on the map but with wind against tide, this can be a
lumpy bit of water. I have seen a 25 foot clinker displacement
cruiser have two bottom planks split by a Solent uppercut. So
Sydney Harbour should present no problem. Nor would a trip
outside the Heads up to Pittwater or down to the Georges River
area….Maybe trailering to Wooden Boat events ….

from the after end to cover the cockpit and a couple of air beds
gave us another sleeping cabin in those distant days when we
reveled in the adventure and the pleasures of discomfort. In those
days she would probably have been fitted with the ubiquitous
Morris Commodore petrol engine which would be induced to run
on the cheaper paraffin (or TVO: tractor vaporizing oil) when it
warmed up. Apparently, there are only 7 of the
engines left in captivity … and working order.
After the War, this raised deck simplicity was
offered to the home builder in the Motor
Boat and Yachting Manual of 1954 complete
with instructions. There is a simple chunky
elegance in this slab sided design. This 22
footer was designed with a hull developed
from conical projection, so that it could be
built in plywood. Sheet material can only be
curved as a cylinder or as a cone. However,
plywood was still regarded as a war time
expedient in those days and the amateur
builder, whose power tools tool collection
might have extended to a fixed speed electric
drill and possibly a circular saw, was urged to
use plank on frame construction...For which
he might find “three or four clamps useful”.
Are you kidding? For a 22 footer? Clamps are
like sex when you were younger. Nobody
ever had enough. Today, someone building
this delightfully proportioned displacement
craft might consider putting the lines on
CADD and giving the topsides some flare. You
could stay with the simplicity and strength
of a plywood bottom, then soften the chine

Hmmmm, just worked out there is less than $1,000 worth of
plywood in the hull…Would be rather a nice addition to fleet of
small raised deck cruisers on the Harbour wouldn’t it?

WOODEN BOAT
ASSOCIATION
NSW

PS Quirky has a display of
artwork and wooden toys at
Patonga Bakehouse Gallery
during April
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BUY SWAP and SELL
FOR SALE: 16’ putt putt. Built 2011 in Huon

Pine & Spotted gum. As new Vire 6hp marine
engine with gearbox. New trailer, oars, life
jackets, anchor and rope, stainless petrol
tank etc. For more pics email ; braeng@ihug.
com.au or phone John Wagemans, (02) 4369 7687.
$14,600 o.n.o. Wooden boat member pays $1000 less

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no.
appear. Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads
will run for two issues, members ads longer if you ask for an extension. Submissions close on the
20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge. Contact Editor see page 7 for details.

www.wbansw.org.au

Meets at the Gladesville Bowling and Sports Club,
the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm

Aussie made Products

Designed for Aussie Conditions

Next Meeting Tuesday 13th March
Guest Speaker - Noel Riley
Developing hullforms of yesterday’s timber vessels.

+

FOR SALE: “Seaweed” – 11’ 6” x 4’ 6” rowing skiff.
Single chine, flat planked, copper nailed and roved/
clenched. Removable floor boards. Professionally
made of unknown vintage. Some soft areas to be
replaced plus a good rub-down and repaint needed
to be someone’s pride and joy. Rowlocks and
handmade oars included. Located Woronora.
$550. Jon Bell 9545 2584

Water based Polyurethane

=

Long Life Clear coating

Rubberised Non Slip Paint

Are you looking for;
- Silicon Bronze

FOR SALE: Putt putt, 19ft with 5HP Simplex engine.
Hull considered sound but needs minor repairs and
painting. Best Offer.
Phone Marcus 0414 870 821 or 02 4283 3489

 Nails
 Screws
 Fasteners

The Classic Boatfest Lake Macquarie
located on the Toronto Foreshore is
held over the Easter long weekend:

SATURDAY 7 APRIL - SUNDAY
8 APRIL 2012
Entry is open to vessels designed or
built prior to 1975For more information
call 0488 699 264 or visit:

www.classicboatfest.com

The Stern

- Copper Boat Nails
- Bronze Boat Fittings
- Jeffries Marine Glue

Disclaimer: Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are
those of the individual originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily
endorse views expressed at such forums Participation in events organized by the Association may
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or persons
inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather. Such risks will require the exercise of the
prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees whether to commence or
continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by Association officers.

We have them all available

Hope you’re keeping well. I’m well , but have
had far too little time to enjoy Faoilean of late.
I was delighted to see one of the images I sent
you on the cover of Scuttlebutt. The CEO of
Forests NSW was happy to see the photos are
being put to good use!
Hope to see you soon,
Morgan

No items from Asia

DRIVE Marine Services
BEVERLY HILLS NSW
02 9533 5470
0412 366 998

NEW MEMBERS
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The Wooden Boat Association of NSW inc.
PO Box 884 Gladesville NSW 2111 www.wbansw.org.au
Email: Smith_m_peter@yahoo.com.au

YOUR COMMITTEE

President
Alan Stannard
9416 7238

Vice President
Ross Mclean
0425 330 560

Membership
Secretary
Ross Andrewartha
4739 3706

Editor
Chris Goddard
0414 447 007
editor@
wbansw.org.au

Secretary
Phillip Turvey
0417 657 613

Scuttlebutt &
WEB stuff
Andi Morgan
0416 279 887

Treasurer
Tony Curtis
9452 4166

Members
Alan
Williams

Ken
Travers

Based on a series of highly popular
articles written for Classic Boat
Magazine, this witty collection
recalls some of the incidents the
author has survived in over half a
century of messing about in boats.
Most sailors will find something to
relate to in these escapades from around the world
and they will bring a wry smile to any boaters lips.
The author’s wonderfully witty cartoons help bring
these anecdotes to life. All these stories are true so
WBA member Alan Williams writes under a pen
name so that his architectural clients do not think
they are entrusting their work to a seagoing Mr
Bean. Copies are available from Boat Books in Crows
Nest at $24.95 or less on Amazon . WBA members
can get copies from Alan at meetings for $ 20.

NOTICE: Wish you could have a colour photograph

of any image seen in the magazine or on the WEB?
Call or email the Editor or Andi from just $5:00 each

ON THE HORIZON

The Woronora

The Association welcomes three new members this month.

• Nicholas Plowman of Palm Beach, the
owner of a 1945 27’vintage motor cutter
“Little Dutchess”
• Richard Lawson who owns a 1987
33 foot sloop, “Rapunzel”
• Ian Thomas of Greenwich who has a
28 foot converted gents trawler
Welcome!!

It is late February and the wet has still not descended on the north
east tropics. The cane toads are noticed by their absence and the cane
is looking dry. Except for a little tail flick from Cyclone Jasmine, we
have not even had a decent breeze. Who’s complaining.
A fortnight ago I hauled a boat out on the slip for a shave and paint,
new propeller, replace 12 windows and rip up and replace the teak
cockpit sole. Every day without rain was a bonus but to have a whole
week with not a drop and less than 60% humidity was amazing. A
gammy knee was no help on this job especially with an 8 foot draught.
I kept the ladder trips to a minimum. It is amazing what one can do if
one has to. The day after I sailed the boat back to the marina, I was
in hospital having an arthroscopy on my right knee. Now I am under
strict confinement to Westwinds sick bay and there are spies all over
the marina to ensure my incarceration. A South African lady off a boat
called Rebel delivers ice packs twice a day and takes the thawed ones
away. I call her the ice lady. The community in this marina is one of
the reasons we are still in Queensland. Today, however, under escort
and on crutches, I was allowed to view the Queen Mary11 from a
nearby headland. The massive ship had anchored an hour before and
was surrounded by the muddy water she had churned up with her
own propellers. The ships tenders and locally recruited charter boats
were already busy ferrying thousands of passengers ashore where
they were met by buses, which took them to various sights. How much
excitement can we stand! The Queen anchors at 0800 and departs
at 1800. About that much excitement..I reckon! Meantime boats are
rotting all around us, windows and hatches are leaking (when it rains)
and people are running into things. That is another reason we are
still in Queensland. STOP PRESS.....Gilli has just come home from
a successful attempt at the world ZUMBA dancing record. All of a
sudden the Queen Mary has paled into insignificance.
Advertising and Sponsorship: The committee is still looking for advertising and
sponsorship in order to cover the higher costs of Scuttlebutt and associated postage.
If interested or know of anyone who may be interested, please contact any member
of the committee. Advertising would include an advertisement in Scuttlebutt (circ 300+)
plus a sponsors link on the WEBsite front page (Avg 1,400 visits per month)

- Rot Repair System?

Hi Chris,

Andi Morgan

Two interesting boats on a recent trip
from Pittwater to Sydney Harbour

- Oakum & Caulking Cotton

Letters to the Editor

The Wooden Boat Association
of NSW inc.
Members Monthly March 2012

Gilli & Chris Dicker

BoatCraftNSW.com.au

Marine Epoxy System

FOR SALE: 14’ 6’’ WHILLY BOAT Designed by Iain
Oughtred - Constructed in Honduras Mahogany
throughout. Hull finished clear. Steel centre plate.
Tip up rudder. Fine grain Oregon mast and spars.
Standing Lug rig. Newly completed.
Together with Heavy gauge “Easytow” trailer
(new). $6500.00 Alan Chinn 03 9578 6418
mob 0408 380 104 (Victorian WBA member)

The Cairns Report -

THIS YEAR 2012
March 10 to 12 The Whyte, Just & Moore Wooden Boat Festival of Geelong, Royal Geelong Yacht Club, Geelong, Victoria. Contact (03) 5529 3705
March 13 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker Noel Riley, Developing hullforms of yesterday’s timber vessels.
April 7 & 8 Lake Macquarie Classic Boatfest, Toronto.
April 10 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker Carl Ryves, Designing and building a 24 foot Honduras mahogany speedboat.
May 8 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker Ian Hoskins, Historian, Sydney Harbour: A History.
June 12 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Andrew Randell, building the yacht Jackie R, the winner of the Hal Harpur 2011 Award.
June 15 - 17 Timber and Working with Wood Show – Moore Park, Sydney. Visit www.eventseye.com/fairs/f-timber-and-working-with-wood-show-sydney-10072-1.html
July 10 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Sean Langman ‘Business of Wooden Ferries; preservation verses bottom line’
August 14 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Ross Gardner, Building & sailing an 18th century replica - Ellen Mary
September 11 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Joe Walsh, Maintenance your best mast insurance.
September 22 - 23 The Classic & Wooden Boat Festival, Australian National Maritime Museum, Darling Harbour, Sydney.
October 9 WBA Meeting.
October 28 Davistown Putt Putt Regatta and Wooden Boat Festival Contact www.davistownputtputt.com
November 3 - 4 RMYC Timber Boat Festival
November 13 AGM - WBA meeting
December 11 WBA Meeting end of year dinner and Hal Harpur Award Presentation
NEXT YEAR 2013
February 8 - 11 Australian Wooden Boat Festival, Hobart. Visit http://www.australianwoodenboatfestival.com.au/images/enews_23_Nov11.pdf

Emma - 90’ Halvorsen
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- WOT ROT Repair System

Are You Looking for:

We have them all available

- Copper Boat Nails
- Silicon Bronze

* Highly elastic
* Permeable –
lets wood survive
* Single packs

No items from Asia

- Nails
- Screws
- Fasteners

* Easy to apply
* Resistant to
weathering & UV

Quality items from NZ, UK & USA

DRIVE Marine Services

BEVERLY HILLS NSW
02 9533 5470
0412 366 998
Bote-Cote@optusnet.com.au

- Oakum & Caulk Cotton
- Bronze Boat Fittings
- Jeffries Marine Glue

BoatCraftNSW.com.au

- WOT ROT Repair System
We have them all available

MERCHANDISE
Quality items from NZ, UK & USA

* Crack-bridging

WOODEN BOAT
ASSOCIATION
NSW

No items from Asia
$25

DRIVE Marine Services

Qumont
PTY LTD

$45

$20 HILLS NSW
BEVERLY
02 9533 5470
0412 366 998
Bote-Cote@optusnet.com.au

BoatCraftNSW.com.au
$30

$30

NEW Custom etched Glass
Single purchase $25 ea + gst
Pair
$22 ea + gst
Set of six
$20 ea + gst

Classic Boats

We love listing and selling
quality Classic Boats...if you’re a
serious buyer, take a look at
these stunning yachts below...
Ow

Just

ner
Sell Says
!

26’ William Atkins “Jameil”

Just

List

ed

$22,000

$105,000

Just

25’ Ranger “Valiant”

$65,000

9m Storm Dragon “Sama”

Hug
Red e Pric
uct e
ion

List

ed

30’ Gaff Rigged Sloop “Monsoon” $75,000

Hug
Red e Pric
uct e
ion

37’ Ron Swanson “Camille”

$12

$15

www.qumont.com.au

$58,000

$75
$50

0415 431 337

28ft Arie Wetsteyn “Magic”

See Phillip Turvey at meetings
or call him on 0417 657 613

34’ Herreshoff Classic “Zest”

$59,500

List

$26,500

ed

32’6” Falmouth Sloop

For more details and additional photographs on the above boats go to our web site: www.yachtsalesaustralia.com
Contact Clive Gregor y on 0419 175 562 or email: sales@yachtsalesaustralia.com

$64,000

