
Scuttlebutt  March 2010,     page   1 

Scuttlebutt 
The Wooden Boat 
Association of 
NSW  inc. 
Members Monthly 

March 2010 
Meets at the Gladesville Bowling 
and Sports Club, the 2nd 
Tuesday of every month 

Inside  this issue 

 

 

 

Next Meeting   
9th March 

Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter Service 

landing on green 1 

Wooden Boats Association 
Of NSW Inc 
PO Box 673 Forestville 2087 
Email: 
Smith_m_peter@yahoo.com.au 
Web Site: 
www.wbansw.org.au 
President 
Chris Goddard          95605192 
       0414447007 
Vice President 
Phillip Turvey         0417657613 

Secretary 
Peter Smith          98797095 
Treasurer 
Tony Curtis          94524166 
Membership Secretary 
Ross Andrewartha  47393706 
Committee Members 
Bob Ellis                    95557293 

Robert Tullett          99974073 

Ross Mclean          0425330560 

Scuttlebutt Editor       
Jeff Clout               0256088031 
editor@wbansw.org.au 

Presidents Report          2 

LED warning                  2 

Pittwater News               3 

Social Occasions           3 

From the Archives         3 

The Admiral                 4&5 

Westpac Rescue          5 

Aus. Timbers                6 

Buy Swap and Sell       7 

The Back page             8 

Spirit in Mystery - the Final Aussie Leg  
The replica Cornish fishing 
lugger Spirit of Mystery sets 
sail on Sunday morning 
(approx 0700hrs, 21 February 
2010) on the last leg of its stay 
in Australia. Spirit of Mystery 
will sail southward from Sydney 
on a short offshore run to Port 
Kembla where it will be readied 
for ship transport back to 
England.  

Spirit of Mystery last year 
retraced the epic original 
voyage of 1854 when seven 
people, all of the one family, 
sailed their small fishing boat 
out from Cornwall to escape 
poverty and seek a new life in 
Australia.  

Cornish brothers Pete and 
Andy Goss built and sailed 
Spirit of Mystery out on the 
11,800 nautical mile voyage in 
5 months. 

While in Australia, Pete Goss 
volunteered to become a 
Safety Ambassador for NSW 
Maritime.  

Pete Goss is a former British 
Royal Marine who was 
awarded the MBE by 
Queen Elizabeth II and the 
Legion d’Honneur by the 
French President. 

Pete earned the respect of 
the international maritime 
community during the 
1996-97 Vendee Globe 
solo round-the-world race 
when he staged a 
dramatic mid-ocean 
rescue of a fellow 
competitor whose 
yacht was sinking.  

His reputation and 
experience built over 
many years are helping 

the Boat for Life campaign 
reach out to the boating 
community with essential 
safety messages for 
offshore boating. 
Pete Goss joined the 
NSW sportsman and 
boating media identity 
Andrew 

Ettingshausen, and the 
kayakers Justin Jones and 
James Castrission as Boat for 
Life Safety Ambassadors.  

The campaign, launched in 
2009, is based online at 
boatforlife.com.au and has 
NSW Maritime and the Boating 
Industry Association of NSW 
as safety partners.  

Pete Goss’ safety advice 
covers: 

• Safety Checks – 
equipment including 406MHz 
EPIRBs; 

• Going Offshore – route 
planning; check the weather; 
Boating Emergency – distress 
signals, lifejackets  

Story and photos came from the 
NSW Maritime web site 

The Pittwater Regatta will be sailed on Sunday 28th March 

The Pittwater Regatta will be sailed on Sunday 28th 
March starting at 12.30pm, an inshore course will be 
set for the Wooden boat division and all WBA members 
are welcome to participate. Regular regatta participants 
will be mailed sailing instructions and start times prior 
to 19th March, if you do not receive a programme and 
would like to sail contact Brian Hunter any evening on 
9979 3873.  

Press Release Jan 26th  Following the recent 
announcement by the Toronto Chamber of Commerce 
that the highly regarded annual  boating event “Heritage 
Afloat” was not going to be run this Easter the 
volunteers who assisted in running the event for the last 
8 years have formed a new Association –the Lake 
Macquarie Classic Boat Association Inc.  This group, 
bolstered by the public response to the cancellation, and 
at the request of boat owners from Lake Macquarie and 
much further a field, who have attended each year, plus 
others who indicate they wish to attend for the first time 
this year, has decided that they will now conduct a new 
event on the  new facilities  on the Toronto Foreshore. 
The new event will be titled 'Lake Macquarie Classic 
Boatfest' and will scaled down from previous events by   
the twin constraints of  time and funding.The criteria for 
entry is aimed at boats designed before 1975,  and 
constructed from any material, but any  rare or  
interesting vessels will be welcome.The staging 'Lake 
Macquarie Classic Boatfest' at  Easter 2010 will ensure 
that a boating  event will once again take place over the 
Easter weekend, which is the considered  by many to be 
the prime time of year for  weather conditions at the 
Toronto Foreshore, and the time of year when the 
maximum number of visitors can be attracted to the 
Region Graeme Knott Convenor  LMCBA inc.6 Feb 
2010 
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LED navigation light warning 
Given the benefits and growing popularity of LED lighting on vessels, NSW 
Maritime cautions vessel owners/operators to make sure they fit only LED 
lights which comply with the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea, the Colregs. 

Simply placing a LED light bulb into an existing incandescent light fitting on 
a vessel does not necessarily mean that your navigation lights will be 
displayed over the correct arc of the horizon. 

Not only does this render you liable for a $250 penalty notice but, more 
importantly, your vessel may not be clearly visible at night or at times of 
restricted visibility. 

If you are in doubt as to whether your lights comply with 
the Colregs, seek advice from your marine dealer. 

Presidents Message  Chris Goddard 

It was time to address a few tasks at the aft end of the boat, behind the engine 
under the cockpit, where the engine, transmission, batteries, shaft and fuel tank 
reside. 

Into this quarter—be it an area with standing head room, an intolerably skewed 
space or a cubbyhole that requires you to crawl on your back over the top of 
the engine—there is a standing design rule with boats that 40 percent more 
accessories and gadgets then there is space to service will be installed.  No 
matter the size, design or type of boat, here in that sainted spot we will step, 
kneel, bend, genuflect, double over into a ball or lay in a foetal position while attempting to reposition our arms to reach 
something that is only an inch from our grasp—and after continued effort, still is. 

By twisting our bodies in a snake-like curl, one foot turned just so to fit just between the alternator and a battery box as a 
knee slides underneath a heat exchanger while ducking and rolling to keep from hitting your head on the floor above, in 
addition to pushing off from the fuel tank to move your body closer to the object of your attention, there we lie. 

Now consider this, here we are inserted into the most intolerable but only possible position, and just as we pick up a tool our 
muscles—along with every bone, joint, cartilage and sinew—start to complain.  Unable to arise or reposition ourselves, we 
cry out in pain and anguish to any and all higher beings, thence to curse the b*****d that designed, built or placed these iron 
idols in such an impossibly confined space. 

For there we bleed, are bruised, bang our heads, smash our fingers and from the effects of these injuries, walk for hours in 
a doubled-over position, the aftermath of a cramp still throbbing in a leg, seemingly forever. 

But this is also a place of learning.  One learns that after the contortions to place yourself on one side or the other, you must 
first place the tools of the wrong dimension or type almost—but not quite—within your grasp.  Also, you will need more tools 
than you expected, and sometimes an odd item from the galley will do that special job better than any tool designed for it, 
particularly if you are to retrieve such with your foot without having to extricate yourself from the coffin like space. 

 Another lesson learned as you extricate yourself from Indian fakir demo position number 2, clearing the floor above your 
head to stand upright in the open hatch, is to understand that you are what you eat.  As a youngster, I ate tons of cereals for 
breakfast.  My favourite depended upon the weather, but one of the many was Rice Bubbles.  I ate a bowl too many, I fear, 
for now as I straighten up, my spine resounds with an audible crescendo of snap, crackle and pop.  It doesn’t even require 
any milk to be poured. 

A journey down there also will show you when you’ve put on too much weight or are out of shape.  Ah, the lessons we learn 
there.  So now, three days after my visit into that dreadful niche, I sit here pounding on these keys, a band-aid around one 
finger, some antiseptic liniment on a bruised area of my right hand, a slight puncture wound to my scalp and a cramp in my 
right arch that I’m sure I can work out in a day or so.  I do not plan to return for a couple of months. 

See you next meeting 



Scuttlebutt  March 2010,     page   3 

Pittwater News and Views  Bob Tullett 

Social Occasions 

From the Archives  Mark Pearce 

This photo was taken during the start of the 1971 Sydney to Hobart race, & 
photograph notes add that "the 1960 Amphicar was always an oddity and later 
proved unable to satisfy both maritime and road regulations" - I doubt many 
are surprised by this news.  We could speculate for hours on how well the car 
goes in choppy Sydney Harbour, but importantly they are being shadowed by 
a very official & beautiful motor boat, and the hands-on-hips says it all.  It 
could be a Halvorsen, they built 2 or 3 hulls of similar lines to this. 

  

Photo supplied courtesy of the State Library of NSW photoarchives, which can 
be viewed & ordered online at http://www2.sl.nsw.gov.au/picman/.  

 

The Amphicar was a German vehicle manufactured 1960-1968. It was the first 
commercially produced amphibious car and used a Triumph Herald engine 
over the rear axle to power the wheels and twin propellers. In the water, the 
front wheels acted as rudders. The body was steel. editor 

Wooden Boat and friends Extravaganza Film Night under the Stars 
Don't miss this! We have been putting on some excellent events at Bantry Bay for some years. This should be the best yet. 
Its a long weekend giving time to travel from afar for this special evening. 

Movies under the Stars on Sunday April 25 at about 6pm. The WBA of NSW and the renowned Kate Dixon 
will be presenting a classic film for your enjoyment 

Boats can arrive from Friday pm to secure a good mooring position. We anticipate the Heritage Fleet will be present.  

Sunday pm ferry services will be provided from the pontoon at The Spit and also 
Davidson Park pontoon. Prior to the movie will be a BBQ and after , a port to farewell the 
ferry's returning their guests at about 8.30pm. Talk to a fellow boat owner if you bring a 
put put and are looking for a sleep over. 

Bring a boat, chair and BBQ food .The unique venue, movie, lights and popcorn 
provided by the WBA of NSW.    

RSVP to Peter Smith if you can come. 

The Australia Day Regatta on Pittwater was 
very nicely reported in the last Scuttlebutt by 
Lars and now the results. 

 1 FAIR THEE WELL    CLIVE GREGORY 

2 ROZINANTE             GUY RUSSELL 

3 SYLPHYNE              KEN GARDINER 

4 CAREEL                   BRENDEN MOORE 

5 ETRENNE                 SIMON SADUBIN 

6 BIRRAHLEE             RIC LAPLASTRIER 

7 MIXED BLESSINGS  CHRIS ANSTEE 

8 ASTERISK               LARS FROSTELL 

9 NAROWI                  ANDREW MINTER 

10 FAERIE                  YOURS TRULY 

11 SIENNA                  BOB MAJOR 

    D.N.F 

    ONRUSH                 CAVEN LENAGHAN 

    FAOILEEN               MORGAN ROACH 

    NATUNA                  WARREN FRENCH 

    MAGIC                     BRIAN HUNTER 

Start Boat  LYNDENNE TOM HUGHES 

Handicapper                  DAVID HARPUR 
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It requires a minor miracle for a 
wooden-hulled vessel to reach the age 
of 50 these days, let alone 100, but 
when they attain the venerable age of 
145 we can be sure that something akin 
to divine intervention has had a hand in 
their resurrection. Their presence 
among us signifies some higher 
purpose, they inspire and remind us just 
how beautiful boats used to be.  
The Admiral, an eight-oared pulling boat 
designed and built in Hobart in 1865, is 
one such vessel. Glorious in her gilded 
youth, she served as a vice-regal barge, 
ferrying the infant colony’s British-born 
Governors about the River Derwent in 
fine style.  
In fuzzy old sepia-tinted photographs 
they’re seen on Regatta Day, uniformed 
grey-beards, dignified in their silken 
sashes, glittering medals on their chests 
and white egret plumes flying from their 
pith helmets.  
The Admiral’s crew of jolly jack tars 
were smartly turned out in Victorian 
naval uniforms, straw boaters with black 
ribbons, short blue fearnaught jackets 
and white duck trousers. In the 
Admiral’s stern her skipper stood up to 
steer with a long curving swan’s neck of 
a tiller while behind him, hoisted aloft on 
an outsize flagstaff, floated the red, 
white and blue of the imperial Union 
Jack. She was, in everyone’s eyes, the 
Pride of the Port.  
For years, when she was not engaged 
on vice regal duties, the Admiral took 
family picnic parties and day-trippers 
out on the sylvan waters of the Derwent. 
Then, when the sun finally set on the 
British Empire and imperial pomp and 
ceremony became a thing of the past in 
Hobart Town, the Admiral began her 
long and painful spiral down into what 
should have been oblivion. In the 1880s 
she was sold to fishermen who 
apparently cared little for her vice-regal 
past. They re-named her Myra, installed 
a dipping lugsail, drilled holes in her 
Huon Pine hull for a wet-well and took 
her to sea off Maria Island in pursuit of 
cod in the winter and crayfish and 

barracouta in the 
summer months. They 
added five planks to 
her bows and created 
a kind of decked-in 
cuddy or fo’c’sle. It 
was ugly but did at 
least help to keep the 
crew dry in a blow. In 
1896 the ‘improvers’ 
set to work again, this 
time extending her 

length from 28ft 6ins to 34 feet. They 
installed a steam engine and drove a 
propeller shaft through her Blue Gum 
sternpost.  
The Admiral/Myra endured all these 
indignities and more under a succession 
of indifferent owners until in 1980 she 
was shipped north to Sydney to begin 
what was supposed to be a new lease 
of life as a gentleman’s yacht.  
It was there that some ignoramus came 
up with the absurd idea of giving her a 
fantail stern and a clipper bow. Thus 
bastardised, she remained neglected on 
a mooring for years. Eventually she took 
herself to the bottom, where all the 
hideous accretions foisted upon her 
could not be seen. She remained 
submerged for over a year until 
someone remembered and raised her.  
In January 2000 she was craned onto a 
truck and sent 500 miles north to the 
Shannon Boatyard on Mitchell’s Island 
in the Tweed River at Taree on the 
north coast of New South Wales. There, 
she was supposed to undergo a 
complete restoration.  
Nigel Shannon is one of Australia’s best 
wooden boat builders and is in fact one 
of the very few craftsmen in Australia 
with the skills and the sensitivity to do 
the boat justice. The trouble was that as 
a professional, Nigel needed to be paid, 
a minor matter that the owner 
consistently chose to ignore. Seven 
long years went by and nothing 
happened. The poor old Admiral looked 
more and more like a vessel doomed to 
die. Then, one day, an American 
couple, John and Susan Dikeman, 
happened by the Shannon Boatyard in 
their 18-foot sailboat. Nigel invited them 
to come ashore for a cup of tea. When 
their talk turned to “old boats” Nigel 
produced his trump card.  
“I’ve got a real old Tasmanian boat 
over there,” he said pointing to 
what looked a tarpaulin-covered 
pile of rubbish in an overgrown 
paddock.  
The Dikemans could scarcely 
believe their eyes. Under the 

canvas they found a precious piece of 
Tasmania’s maritime history, a boat 
they realised ought to be back home in 
Hobart, perhaps even in a museum.  
They immediately thought of Bern 
Cuthbertson, one of the few people in 
Tasmania with the drive and energy and 
initiative to do something about it. 
Notwithstanding the fact that he is 86-
years-old, Mr Cuthbertson, a former 
fisherman and bluewater sailor, remains 
one of the most revered figures on the 
Hobart waterfront. He called 12 of his 
friends and within a few days they had 
formed a syndicate that stumped up the 
$20,000 needed to bring the Admiral 
home and restore her 1865 lines.  
Before any of that could happen, Nigel 
Shannon had to go to court to gain legal 
title to the boat. The court had no 
hesitation in granting him clear title and 
within weeks the Admiral was heading 
south on a trailer.  
At every stage in this quite remarkable 
journey, the Admiral syndicate has been 
the beneficiaries of extraordinary 
generosity: crane companies waived 
their charges; with a wink and a nod, 
the Bass Strait shipping line refused to 
charge their fees; an orchardist at 
Huonville, south of Hobart, handed over 
his apple shed for use in the restoration; 
timber suppliers have come to the party 
and a steady stream of volunteers have 
put in untold hours dismantling and 
reassembling the hull.  
It’s been a labour of love and last 
month, the Admiral repayed all that care 
and attention when she slipped back 
into her native waters at Huonville 
where she will be rowed 65 miles over 
three days up to her old home in 
Hobart’s Sullivan’s Cove. 
Bern Cuthbertson hopes the Admiral will 
eventually find a permanent home on 
Hobart’s historic waterfront, not stuck in 
a glass case to be gawked at by 
tourists, but as the living, working 
embodiment of a great tradition that 
goes all the way back to Queen 
Victoria’s heyday when Her Majesty’s 
representative in colonial Hobart 
donned his pith helmet and sallied forth 
aboard the vice regal barge pulled by 
his jolly jack tars. 

Reprinted from Afloat and Wooden Boat (US),  
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FOR SALE. 32ft MOTOR SAILER  This vessel’s plans were originally spotted in the ‘US Yachting’ 
magazine in the late 1950s by the original owner.  Many letters were exchanged between Australia 
and Canada and the plans were purchased.  Pipe Dream was subsequently professionally built and 
launched in Sydney in 1962.  The owner found the combination of strong sea going capability under 
sail or motor and large comfortable cockpit made her perfect for trips between Sydney Harbour and 
Port Hacking as well as entertaining.   Pipe Dream underwent a significant refit in 1989 by the 
present owner including replacing the original diesel, updating the galley, head and cockpit seating.  
Much admired at all of the Sydney Wooden Boat Festivals. Length 32ft 6inches. Beam 10ft 8inches. 
Draft 4ft. NZ Kauri hull. Teak coach house. 55hp Perkins. Full inventory & photos on request. This is 
a super entertaining boat with its huge easy access ice chest, plenty of bench space, roomy head 
and a level cockpit big enough for a party! Moored on Sydney Harbour originally from Port Hacking. 
$70,000 Contact Andrew Cutbush Ph 0412065261   andrewcutbush@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westpac Rescue Helicopter 
Service is a community owned and operated 
aeromedical search and rescue service, serving the 
Hunter, Central Coast, Mid North Coast, New England and 
North West regions.  It is one of six helicopter services 
contracted by NSW Health to perform emergency services in the New South 
Wales community.    

 Each year the Helicopter 
Service performs over 1200 
missions, rescuing people from 
accident scenes and 

transporting critically ill patients from small, rural hospitals to large tertiary 
hospitals, primarily the John Hunter Hospital in Newcastle and the Base 
Hospital in Tamworth.  

 The Helicopter Service provides a free service to over one million people, 
covering a region of 132,000 square kilometres. 
Two helicopters are based in Newcastle and 
one in Tamworth.   

http://www.rescuehelicopter.com.au 

Pasha Bulker Rescue - 8 June 2007 Crews from the Hunter Region Service successfully 
completed what is certainly their most dangerous mission when a giant bulk carrier ran 
aground at Newcastle last Friday. Our pilots hovered over the ship in extraordinary winds 
and rain while crewmen winched the 22 crew members of the Pasha Bulker to safety. 

THE Working With Wood Show 

June 18 -20 2010 
The Entertainment Quarter 
Moore Park Sydney    

 Adults: $15.00 
Concessions: $13.00 
Children under 14 Free  

The articles 
and these 
great photos all 
came from the 
Internet, if you 
want to see all 
of them,  do a 
Google search 
of Admiral and 
Bern 
Cuthbertson 
and you will get 
the right web 
sites 

The organisers are looking 
for volunteers for this years 
show. I had a ball last year 
come along and help man 
the stands. Contact Bob Ellis 
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*FOR SALE*  
 Wooden hulled, Enterprise sailing boat.  A good holiday 
project!  
 Solid boat with new deck and timber bouyancy tanks.  
 Transom strenghtened to take small outboard.  
 At 13 feet long it is suitable as a roomy camping/touring 
boat.  
 Much quality work done recently, including back to bare 
wood but needs paint and reassembly.  
 Includes substantial trailer, in good condition, plus lights.  
 Also wooden mast, plus sails, rigging, boom and fittings.  
 Circumstances changed, so exceptional value at 
$600:00,    ONO.  
 
 For further details contact Mac Story   02 4367 7272 
macansue3@bigpond.com  

FOR SALE  
Collectors take note  
Tasmanian "Four Foot Two" model 
yacht  
built in King Billy Pine with sails by 
master  
sail maker Dennis McGoogan.  
Length over spars exceeds 7 feet 
(2.1m)!  
A beautiful example of a class sailed in  
Tasmania around the turn of the 19th c  
 
Great display boat, but also ready to 
sail.  
$6000  
 
For more details, Tom Balfour 
(02)48616845  
tombalfour@bigpond.com.au 

FOR SALE  KATE  
Half scale version of Cmdr 
Ralph Monroe's EGRET,  
striking looking 14 ft cat 
ketch with retractable 
centreboard and rudder. 
Constructed in marine ply 
and epoxy.  
Unused, and offered for 
sale without rig.  
$4,000 ono  Tom Balfour 
(02)48616845 or 
tombalfour@bigpond.comau 

Australian Timbers     Primefact Number: 541    Edition: First edition 

Well over 100 different species of trees 
grown in State forests of New South 
Wales are used for timber, around 40 
are used commercially. A few of the 
most important tree species grown in 
New South Wales are:  

• Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis) - an 
important native hardwood grown in 
coastal districts. It produces pored 
hardwood timber, light brown in colour 
and coarse in texture. The basic density 
of the timber is 720 kg/m3. The timber is 
hard, strong and tough, making it a 
durable timber used for general building 
construction, flooring, poles and railway 
sleepers.  

• Spotted gum (Corymbia maculata) - 
an attractive large hardwood of the east 
coast, as well as a timber species it is 
often planted as an ornamental tree. It 
produces a pale to dark brown 
heartwood with paler sapwood, course 
in texture. The basic density of the 
timber is 740kg/m3. The  timber is used 
for piles, poles, flooring and heavy 
engineering construction. It is the main 
Australian species for handles subject to 
high-impact forces, such as axe 
handles.  

• Radiata pine (Pinus radiata) -an 
introduced (exotic) tree species 
originating from California. It is widely 
planted in tableland area of south-
eastern Australia, in particular the 
southern tablelands of New South 
Wales. It is currently the most important 
single softwood species in the State. It 
produces a non-pored softwood timber, 
pale to light brown in colour, with 
marked annual rings. The basic density 
of the timber is 380-480 kg/m3. The 

timber is easy to work, making it a 
timber with low natural durability. It is 
used for joinery, flooring, panelling, 
building frame-work, packaging, paper 
pulp and particleboard manufacture.  

• Messmate (Eucalyptus obliqua) -a 
large hardwood, common in Tasmania, 
Victoria and the tablelands of New 
South Wales and Queensland. The 
heartwood is pale brown with pale 
yellow sapwood. The basic density of 
the timber is 630kg/m3. The timber is 
used for furniture, flooring and panelling.  

• Sydney blue gum (Eucalyptus 
saligna) -is another hardwood species 
that grows in coastal districts of New 
South Wales. It produces a pored 
timber, pink to red in colour and with a 
coarse texture. The basic density of the 
timber is 690 kg/m3. The timber is easy 
to work, moderately durable and strong, 
making it suitable for use in general 
construction, flooring, weatherboards 
and panelling.  

• Flooded gum (Eucalyptus grandis) - 
Also known as rose gum because the 
heartwood is pink to pale red brown. It is 
a fast growing hardwood plentiful in 
northern New South Wales and 
southern Queensland. The basic density 
of the timber is 510kg/m3. The timber 
often features the work of the scribbly 
borer. This insect leaves a small trail in 
a ‘scribbling’ pattern on the timber. The 
timber is used for joinery, panelling and 
furniture. It is good for fruit boxes as the 
shooks are not easily affected by fungal 
staining.  

• White cypress (Callitris glauca) - is 
a native softwood occuring in the 

western districts. The timber is non-
pored, streaky yellow to dark brown in 
colour with numerous dark knots. It has 
a distinctive scent and fine texture. The 
basic density of the timber is 590 kg/m3. 
The timber is rather brittle and very 
durable, however it is not one of the 
stronger timbers produced by native 
species. It is used in flooring, 
weatherboards, panelling, building 
framework and poles.  

Further Reading Bootle, K,R. (2006) 
Wood in Australia - Second edition. 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Sydney. 
CSIRO publications provide excellent 
guides to the identification of major 
Australian timbers.  

Skills Book Publishing PTY LTD. (1994) 
The Australian timber buyer’s guide. 
Skills Book Publishing Pty Ltd, rozelle, 
NSW.  

Wallis, N.K. (1970) Australian timber 
handbook. (Third edition) Angus and 
robertson, Sydney.  

 Websites  

• For more information about timber from 
NSW State forests and its uses, see 
Forests NSW Social, Environmental and 
Economic (Seeing) Report at: 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forests  

• The Australian Timber Information 
website, administered by the Timber 
Development Association: 
http://www.timber.net.au  

• The Australian Hardwood Network:  

http://www.australianhardwood.net.au  

This article is via the Forests NSW web site http://
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/ 
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BUY SWAP AND SELL 
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no. Appear. Non-members 
are charged $10 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $15 with a picture. Ads will run for two issues, members ads longer if you 
ask for an extension. Submissions close on the 20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge  

 Disclaimer 

Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the 
Association’s meetings are those of the individual 
originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s 
Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed at 
such forums  

Participation in events organized by the Association may 
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or 
damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently 
associated with the perils of the sea or weather. 

Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment of 
members  on behalf of themselves, their guests and 
invitees whether to commence or continue any particular 
activity irrespective of information supplied by Association 
officers. 

For Sale 
Make: Gaff Rig Sloop  C.1925 
“Barnacle” 23 foot,  9’3” beam 
Engine – single cylinder diesel 
Sail (2 tan sails)   Reg exp 18/12/09 
HIN no. AU-WWA158402AL9 
Very attractive shape 
Contact: 02 9907 7747 or 0413 919 622 
Currently moored in Balgowlah,  

For Sale Sail-row-
motor, 13’6”’ 
clinker ply boat, 
Yamaha motor, 
dunbier trailer  
$6500  contact 

Bruce McGowan on 98297139 

For Sale 
Emma-
Jane LOA 
19’6” 
Beam 6’6” 

Powered 
by a twin cylinder 8HP Stuart Turner with 
electric start. Carvel hull epoxy sheathed 
and sealed. Polished decks and interior. 
Beautiful finish throughout. 

Full covers provided. Dual axle trailer. 

$25,000.00 Contact John Arnold 08 8342 
5646, or 0429 811 397  

For Sale- “ Gumnut” 6.10m Timber 2 
Jib Cutter Yacht “ Wild Duck” design 
built of wood by Chris Dicker 1989. 
Has single Cylinder Perkins Diesel 
engine, 2way Radio, +Separate 
Radio Receiver.. Solar cell battery 
charger.2x Bunks, Stove & Toilet+2 x 
Anchors. &  life Jackets etc 2 Jibs, 
Genoa,& Spinnaker. All equipment in 
top condition plus Dinghy. Currently 
Moored in Gwawley Bay opposite 
Sylvania Waters. Make an Offer by 
contacting 
Stuart Storrar 
on 95315952 

or 0428210283   

FOR SALE Wooden hulled, Enterprise 
sailing boat.  A good holiday project! 
 Solid boat with new deck and timber 
buoyancy tanks. Transom strengthened 
to take small outboard. At 13 feet long it 
is suitable as a roomy camping/touring 
boat. Much quality work done recently, 
including back to bare wood but needs 
paint and reassembly. Includes 
substantial trailer, in good condition, 
plus lights. Also wooden mast, plus 
sails, rigging, boom and fittings. 
 Circumstances changed, so exceptional 
value at $600:00, ONO. For further 
details contact Mac Story  
024367772        macansue3@bigpond.com  

For Sale 18ft*5.8*12” Launch, built in 
Tasmania in the 50’s. Batten seam Carvel 
Construction of Huon pine over Huon frames. 
6hp Simplex: has never had raw water through 
engine, always had a heat exchanger. Freshly 
painted an a good registered trailer. Ready for 
the water and summer fun. Cost $12500 or 
best offer, John Dikeman 47392480 

For Sale 

Inflatable tender, 1 1/2 hp motor as 
new, with pump cost $950..00 con-
tact Rick on 0411624679 

For Sale 

Georgina, 38’ Motor Sailer in beauti-
ful condition. 671 GM diesel (turbo). 
4 Bunks, full Galley, elect WC Built 
out of Huon Pine and Kauri. Has full 
running gear included. Recently 
wone the Peoples choice award at 
the Wooden Boat show at RMYC 

Price &85000 contact Rick on 
0411624679 

For Sale: Couta boat: 26’6”  Unique vintage wooden 
original Lacco classic design, built by the master 
himself, with added cabin and small flying bridge. 

Centre hydraulic steering, power anchor winch, 
inboard 20hp 4 cyl. 
Diesel motor. 

Original bow sprit mast, 
gaff and boom. Full 
history available.  

Ron Douglas 

Phone 02 6495 3519 

Kooringal4hol@bigpond.com   

$55,000 Valuation (negotiable)  
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FOR SALE  DELAMERE  
This much admired Chuck Paine designed 
25 ft double ended  sloop is very 
regretfully for sale after 20 years.  
This award winning boat is cold-moulded 
with West System  epoxy. She has 
comfortable accomodation for two below,  
and is easily handled with  clear decks 
and Profurl headsail.  
LOA 25', beam 8', draft 3'6'', displ. 5600lb, 
powered by Yanmar 10 hp diesel  
Calling for expressions of interest around 
$30,000  Tom Balfour, (02) 48616845, or tombalfour@bigpond.com.au 

For Sale 15' Putt-putt splendidly 
and lovingly restored. Hull epoxy 
sheathed to waterline. 
Majestically propelling this fine 
craft is a 4 hp CLAE BANTAM 
engine, fully and professionally 
restored. A classic craft for a 
mere $8.500.- incl. reg. trailer. 
John Rasmussen 99992993, 
Cavan Lenaghan 0418404154 

FOR SALE 
Historic timber 18' launch "Petra" 
Volvo Penta 2cy marine diesel 
Builder: Garden Island Dockyard 
(1940's) Petra was used as a 
berthing or line boat during WWII 
Please call Joan (02) 9673 6680 
or  Mob 0408 23 05 23 

Did you Know Navigator Stan Honey 
(USA) is among the nine crew sailing with 
skipper Frank Cammas onboard the 103ft 
maxi trimaran Groupama 3 during their 
attempt to win the Jules Verne Trophy, a 
fully crewed round the world record 
attempt under sail. The current record 
holder is Bruno Peyron and crew, who in 
2005 sailed Orange 2 to a time of 50 
days, 16 hrs and 20min at an average 
speed of 17.89 knots (Us Scuttlebutt) 

 I Need Your Help, Scuttlebutt is 
produced by the members for the 
members. I am always on the lookout  for 
articles and stories promoting wooden 
boats, lately  its been a dry argument so 
to speak. If you are building or restoring a 
wooden boat, send me some words and 
some photos and I’ll publish the story so 
others can learn from your experience. 
The contact details are on the front cover. 

Here I am on the back page again, the 
astute amongst you will have noticed my 
contact number has changed since the 
big move up north. The email address is 

still the same and I have got a new fax for 
those who still write  in analogue (non 
digital). Some of you may still have my 
old bigpond email address its now 
cancelled as there is definitely no cable 
broadband here, ADSL is a struggle and 
you can forget the rest, it’s the joy of 
living in the so called bush but I’ll put up 
with it. Finally start thinking about 
helping with the Working with Wood 
Show, I had a great time last year and 
our boats looked magnificent and the 
public loved it. Jeff Clout 

Stop Press 

My spies at the last meeting inform 
me that President Chris Goddard 
has done it again. He goes to draw 
the raffle and you guessed it, out 
comes his ticket to scoop the major 
prize. This is the 2nd time in 12 
months this has happened, time for a 
stewards inquiry and possible swabs 
me thinks. editor 


