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The rudder from the City of Adelaide on display 

at the Goolwa Boat Festival in 2013.  

Photograph by Alan Stannard 
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Cover picture 

For 23 years the City of Adelaide brought large 

numbers of British and German migrants to the 

fledgling colony of South Australia.  It is calculated 

that today approximately a quarter of a million 

Australians can trace an ancestor that migrated, or 

was a passenger, on the City of Adelaide. 

The City of Adelaide’ is 148 years old – five years 

older than the world’s only other surviving clipper 

ship the Cutty Sark.  While the City of Adelaide hull 

survives from the original 1864 build, the rudder is 

13 years younger as the original rudder was swept 

away off South Australia in 1877.  That event 

marked a remarkable story of high drama and 

seamanship when the Captain, Edward Alston, saved his ship, its crew and 

his heavily pregnant wife, Grace, from being lost in a fierce storm on the 

rugged coast of Kangaroo Island. 

After leaving Port Augusta for London on 31 October 1877 with a cargo 

of Flinders Ranges’ copper, Captain Alston had cleared the western end of 

Kangaroo Island and was bearing away to round Tasmania to then head 

for Cape Horn.  On 8 November, a fierce wind and heavy sea knocked 

away the rudder about 80 miles due south of Kangaroo Island. 

For three days they battled with the rudderless ship using a jury-rigged 

rudder.  They were then some 20 miles south of Kangaroo Island when 

they sighted rocks dead ahead.  By trimming sails and dragging large 

chains over the sides, they managed to veer past the reef and then past 

Cape Willoughby on the eastern tip of the island.  The lighthouse keepers 

at Cape Willoughby witnessed this and logged their distress flags as they 

crept past at three knots, but could do nothing to help the crippled ship. 

Gradually the City of Adelaide was turned northwards through Backstairs 

Passage and into Saint Vincent’s Gulf. 

It was on 15 November, seven days after the storm, that the Semaphore 

anchorage was eventually reached.  It was decided not to tow the City of 

Adelaide into harbour, as there would be some difficulty in shipping a 

new rudder owing to the insufficient depth of water.  When made the 

rudder was taken to the vessel at the Semaphore anchorage, where it 

could be shipped on any smooth morning. 

A new rudder was made from eucalypt timber.  New cast metal hinge-

pintles were also made to hang the new rudder.  In remarkably quick time 

the South Australian shipbuilders had the City of Adelaide repaired and 

ready for sea again. 

In 2005, Queensland Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries 

(DPI&F) scientists helped British archaeologists to confirm that the 

surviving City of Adelaide rudder, much damaged by time and seawater, 

was the one built in Adelaide in 1877.  The scientists were able to confirm 

that the rudder was scarphed and made from Australian grey ironbark 

proving it to be the 1877 rudder. 

The City of Adelaide has now arrived in Port Adelaide on board a heavy 

lift ship. 

Presidents ReportPresidents Report  

  Ross McLeanRoss McLean  

January was as usual quiet, even to the extent that 

the overhead projection system was off line.  
However, our intrepid speakers made a valiant effort to demon-

strate some magic for those who made it along. 

Peter Gossell was first up with some ‘Battery Magic’ demonstrat-
ing how to remove chrome from bronze fittings using electroly-

sis. Sadly, once it is off, it is off, as reversing the polarity does not 
put it back on again if you change your mind.  For that to take 

place, you apparently need a stronger mix of material, but I’ll let 

Peter explain with his article in this issue. 

Next we had Jamie Snodgrass who demonstrated some 
‘Computer Magic’ to do with web page access to Wooden Boat 

literature and photos.  Jamie perhaps had the hardest task, as the 
laptop screen was smaller than the cowl vents Peter Gossell 

brought along.  All in all, an interesting night for the start of the 

year. 

Coming up, we have the Bantry Bay raft up on 22nd – 23rd of this 

month which promises to be a highlight for the Association for 
the first half of the year.  Consequently, I’ve managed to secure a 

ride on the Sydney Heritage Fleet vessel Boomerang for the Sat-

urday, so I will be able to attend for a change. 

Our guest speaker for February has had to return to Madagascar 

for family matters, and will not be back in Oz until after this 
months meeting, so we shall try to arrange another date for his 

presentation.  But, stepping into the breach, we have a guest 
speaker who will give us a brief tour of Mystic Seaport, located 

on the Northeast coast of the U.S.A. in the New England area, 
namely Connecticut. After opening up the floor for questions, if 

time permits, other members may speak briefly on any subject 

they wish to raise. 

I look forward to seeing you there … 

Ross McLean 

Opinions and advice expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are those of the 

individual originator’s only.   The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse 

views expressed in this publication or at such forums.   Participation in events organized by the Associa-

tion may involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or 

persons inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather.   Such risks will require the exercise 

of the prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees whether to com-

mence or continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by Association officers. 

Printed by Power Colour Pty Ltd, 106 Grose Street, Parramatta   NSW  2150   A.B.N.  58 066 215 021 

Scan the QR code to go the WBA of NSW Inc. on 

the web and follow the links to Scuttlebutt, Hal 

Harpur Award and more useful information 

I started with nothing and I still have most 
of it.... 
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We are used to paying a lot of money to have a chrome 
finish applied to metal objects but Peter Gossell had 
determined that he wanted a traditional bronze finish on 
the eight cowl ventilators for his schooner. 

At our January meeting, Peter brought along one of the  
ventilators from which he had stripped off the chrome 
finish.  Unfortunately, technical problems with the computer 
projector prevented the display of his photographs but it 
was still an entertaining discussion. 

The process used an acid bath and DC current. The acid bath was 

made up of 25% hydrochloric acid and 75% water. (always add 

acid to water, never water to acid).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The DC current was sourced 

from a 12 volt battery.  I used 

an adjustable 12 volt power 

supply. The positive lead is 

attached to the article being 

stripped, the negative lead to 

an electrode (a length of copper 

pipe) immersed in the acid 

bath. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acid bath with negative 

electrode 

Ventilator immersed 

with positive lead 

attached.  Note the 

action in the acid bath 

CHROME STRIPPING       from Peter Gossell 

A multimeter was used for 

monitoring the voltage 

during the process. 

Ventilator removed after 

approximately 30 

minutes. The bottom 

needs to be put back in 

the acid bath to strip the 

portion that wasn’t 

immersed. 

continued on page 8 
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THE CAIRNS REPORT 
from Chris Dicker 

 

 

 

THE 

DAY 

 I DRANK 

TURPS 
 

 

It was summer and hot in Botany Bay.  I had been commissioned 
to do some work on Lorita Maria, an Allan Pane 39 footer.  There 
was a bit of rot around most of the stanchion bases and some nail 
sickness in a small area of the beautiful Oregon planking.  My 
main task was to paint the entire boat. 

The new owner of the boat was busy repairing and maintaining 
Qantas aeroplanes most of the time so I was left pretty much 
alone although when he was there his company was always a riot. 
It is amazing how much ladder climbing you do when working on 
a boat, especially one drawing 2+ metres.  I was working up top 
and below and had a full head of steam up.  Under the boat in the 
shade there were two one litre plastic bottles, one of water and 
one of turps. I have no need to tell you what happened but the 
curious thing was that the turps bottle had a large squeeze and 
turn cap and the water bottle had a small conventional cap.  I had 

had two or three very good gulps before I realised that something 
was not quite right.  I threw the bottle down and ran to the toilet, 
although what I would do when I got there I have no idea, perhaps 
we find some kind of comfort in the toilet when there is 

impending sickness.  At least I washed the turps off the external 
bits and hosed my mouth out, which was beginning to burn 
slightly. 

As it happened there were two renowned boat 
builders in the yard at the time, Peter Gossell 
and Rob Hart.  Poor Rob was to drop dead in 
the same yard a couple of years later.  I stood 
there, outside the toilet and waited for a similar 
fate but all I felt was a slight drunkenness.  
Firstly I should tell someone what I had actually 
done just in case I did keel over.  Peter Gossell, 
wise and calm advised me to drink plenty of milk 
and was very reassuring that I had a pretty good 
chance.  Rob Hart asked what brand it was and 
whether I took it straight or with dry. 

I had been very thirsty and they were good gulps 
so I had a fair bit of this stuff inside me.  What to 

do now, I thought.  I felt ok, pretty good really!!  So I just 
went back to work and took it easy.  Had I been pulled over for a 
breath test driving home there may have been some explaining to 
do as there was when I arrived home stinking of turps. "I have 
been slaving away at school all day while you have been with your 
mates under the bridge again." 

It was a modest meal that night and early to bed as I counted my 
blessings.  There were more sensations to come early next 
morning as my body dealt with the dilemma but that was the end 
of it. 

Raft up @ Bantry 
Bay, February 22-23 

 

Make your plans now for 
what promises a great 
weekend at Bantry Bay.  We 
will be joined by a number of 
members from the Sydney 
Heritage Fleet with two of 
their vessels. 

The SHF vessel Boomerang will be in attendance, with 
approximately thirty passengers.  Boomerang will be coming thru 
on the 1130 Spit Bridge opening and returning on the 1430 
opening.  The Boomerang passengers will be ferried ashore using 
the Sydney Heritage Fleet vessel, Protex. 

Alan Stannard will be arriving with the Protex at about 1000, to  
unload a BBQ, tables and chairs.  These will be placed ashore for 
use by the SHF!  The SHF members will be supplying their own 
food, etc 

Alan will be taking the BBQ, tables and chairs back with him 
onboard the Protex as soon as the last passenger is aboard the 
Boomerang. 

We hope that a number of WBA members will take up as many of 

the mooring positions before Saturday the 22nd so that a WBA 

members boat on a mooring closest to the shore could slip her 

mooring for the Boomerang and temporary raft up alongside 

another member for the 2½ hours Boomerang will be at Bantry 

Bay. 

New Member 

A welcome to our latest member, Colin McPherson, Works 

Director at Sydney Ship Repair & Engineering on Goat Island, 

Sydney Harbour. 

Everybody has a right to be stupid, but 
some people abuse the privilege 
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——   ——   O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  ——   ——   
THIS YEAR 2014 

February 11 WBA Meeting, Guest Speaker, Model Boats by Le Village, presented by Dimitri Salichon 
February 22-23 Canberra Classic Boatfest         For further details contact Peter Thorne 0409 031 243 
February 22-23 Raft up @ Bantry Bay 
March 6-9 Royal Geelong Yacht Club’s Wooden Boat Festival 
March 11 WBA Meeting - our member, Peter Smith, “Four hundred years of timber on the European canals” 
March 22-23 Classic Yacht Regatta, Pittwater Festival, RMYC,  
April 8 WBA meeting - Guest speaker—Grant Holmes, ‘Building a house of dreams’ 
April 19-20 Lake Macquarie Classic Boatfest, Toronto.  http://www.classicboatfest.com.au 
May 13 WBA meeting - Guest Speaker, John Wood, ‘Formation of the WBA of NSW’. 
June 10 WBA meeting - Guest Speaker, Kevin Isle, winner of 2013 Hal Harpur Award 

‘Why, Where & How of the making of Janine Anne’ 
July 8 WBA Meeting - Hugh Lander, Public Affairs Manager, Sydney Heritage Fleet, 
    ‘Sydney Heritage Fleet – Sydney’s Best Kept Secret’ 
August 12 WBA meeting – Guest speakers, Betty & Peter Gossell  
   ‘Adventures in Paradise’ aboard the Barquentine CALIFORNIA 
September 9 WBA Meeting 
October 14 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker & member, Peter Widders, 
   “Red King's Voyage: The building of a 19' strip-planked sea kayak” 
November 11 WBA Annual General Meeting 
December End of year dinner & Hal Harpur Award presentation 
NEXT YEAR 2015 

Quirky Stuff 
 

   Boat Tea 

Yes, it’s true, Englishmen of my, and previous generations, just 
could not survive without our tea. 

WW2 was fuelled by millions of cups of it.  It is said that at 
Bletchley Park where they built a massive computer to decode 
enemy signals, tea was almost as vital to the war effort as the 
thousands of radio valves used in this incredible machine.  
Civilians were rationed to two ounces a week during the War…. 
and the subsequent six years peace under a Labour Government. 
Sounds a brutal privation but in fact they only averaged three 
ounces before the War. 

As an ex pom, my system still threatens to shut down unless it 
gets its 4.30pm fix of Oolong.  But you don’t have to be a Brit to 
appreciate that there are few beverages so suited for consuming 
on board as a proper cuppa. 

Some boats make better tea than others. The 46 foot Chris Craft in 
New York tried its best but there was something missing, despite 
using the favourite tea and proper milk and savouring it from a 
china mug.  You felt it had been made with that powdered stuff 

the Americans call 
‘Creamer’. 

Even the small half 
cabin on Lake 
Naivasha, about a mile 
high in Africa’s Rift 
Valley did a noble job 
producing tea on a 
modest primus, despite 
taking a while to boil 
due to the altitude. 

But the finest tea of all 
was made aboard my 
Dad’s 1937, 28’6” 
Gibbs motor cruiser, 
Ryegate.  She carried 
us along every river in 
the heart of England 
and off down the 
Bristol Channel to our 
first sea going 
adventure. 

He sold her in 1963 
and on each return to 

UK, my sister would collect me from the airport and drive home 
past Ryegate’s mooring in Worcester.  She went through a number 

of owners who all kept her in fine condition until about 20 years 
ago.  Then she showed signs of total neglect.  It was like visiting 
an aged rellie who was in declining health.  Quite heartbreaking. 

Then on the next visit, she looked brand new!  She had been 
restored to the gleaming condition she enjoyed when she was our 
family boat.  There were 
signs of life on board.  
My sister, brother in law 
and I knocked on the 
deck and introduced 
ourselves to the new 
owners.  Ryegate had 
been saved by two local 
boat builders who felt it 
was their mission to save 
this pretty pre war boat. 
Maureen and Nigel Weir 
saw her as she was being 
restored and became her 
new and devoted 
owners.  We were invited 
aboard for a cup of TEA! 

Yes, sitting in the familiar 
saloon, it was just as 
good as I remembered.  
Just wonderful. I regaled 
the factors that 
contributed to the taste 
of this elixir. 

“First use hard Worcester water, which 
is taken from the Severn and treated; 
marinate it in a 70 year old galvanized 
tank. Then pump it through galvanized 
pipes in which I inserted two sections of 
rubber hose after they split in the winter 
of 1960.  Heat water on Calor gas and 
enjoy.” 

Maureen held up a bottle of expensive 
Malvern water. 

“I’m sorry to disappoint you, but we 
only drink bottled water on 
board.”………….. 
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MAGIC and I departed Pittwater on the 20th December  with a fresh 

southerly to blow us up the coast to Lake Macquarie.  We arrived too late 

for a bridge at Swansea so spent the night on one of the two courtesy 

moorings outside the bridge after having arranged for a 9am bridge the 

next morning, considering the tide suitable to continue up the channel 

into the lake.  After a bump and a scrape in the usual shallow part of the 

channel, we made it to the  Lake Macquarie Yacht Club.  I booked in for a 

night, a bit taken aback that casual berthing alongside is now increased to 

$45 a night.  The following evening I took the last bridge at 6pm and went 

back to the outside courtesy mooring for an early start for Port Stephens 

the next morning.  Two hours into the  trip the nor'easter began to build 

quickly so I opted 

to go into 

Newcastle 

harbour instead. 

A comfortable 

night was spent 

alongside the 

Maritime 

Museum wharf 

for $25, though it 

is advisable to 

berth so that 

your vessel lies 

off the wharf, 

which is possible, 

as a large wash 

from tugs can be 

a problem.  I was 

away again early the next morning being chased out the harbour by a very 

large coal ship. I had a 

great sail across Stockton 

Bight reaching in a fresh 

sou'easter and rounded 

Morna Point, just south of 

the entrance to Port 

Stephens, just ahead of 

the wind going north east, 

which gave me a great run 

into the port. There a 6 

courtesy moorings in 

Shoal Bay which is the first 

anchorage encountered 

on the southern side of 

the port. You would 

usually find most of these 

vacant, for very good 

reason, it is not a 

comfortable anchorage 

being invaded by swell in 

all but very calm 

conditions. So after a 

short spell I went into 

D'albora marina at Nelson 

Bay for fuel and water and was allowed a courtesy berth to do some 

shopping. This has not always been the case here though one wishes the 

hospitality shown continues, and I only spent $26 on fuel!  Nelson Bay is 

the only viable provisioning place as all other anchorages are isolated 

from shopping services. 

Moving further into the port, courtesy moorings are available in 

Salamander Bay, Fame Cove and Karuah. At Karuah I accepted the 

invitation of the Karuah Motor Yacht Club to use one of their moorings. 

This a a newly formed Club located near the old Pacific Highway bridge, 

be careful of 

the swift current 

when mooring. 

They have a 

limited alcohol 

licence and are 

open Friday and 

Saturday nights. 

The Saturday 

morning I was 

there three of 

the members 

arrived with 

their trailer 

sailors and left 

for a weekend club event at Tea Gardens where they expected to meet up 

with other members. Fame Cove is probably the best anchorage in the 

port, if you don't score a mooring be prepared to clean up a very muddy 

anchor chain. In the early 1990's I visited Fame Cove with the late Hal 

Harpur, once aboard his yacht IREX II, and in later years aboard my own 

boats HONI and MAGIC, to sail in the New Year's Day Fame Cove regatta. 

At the time it was the highlight of our year to make this annual trip. 

The regatta is no longer sailed but old habits can be hard to shake. I have 

become the custodian of the Trophy, an old wooden oar, and would be 

delighted to hear from anyone who would like to partake in a future 

event, the only qualification is the vessel must be built of timber and arrive 

in Fame Cove on it's own bottom. 

I departed Port Stephens with a forecast for two fairly calm days, perfect 

for Broughton Island which is 15nm north. The first day was light northerly 

winds so I anchored 

in Coal Shaft bay in 

company with 3 

other yachts and 

was later joined by 

Peter and Julie 

Stern aboard their 

lovely timber yacht 

KINTAIL.  KINTAIL is 

a celebrity at each 

Hobart festival 

being one of the 

older Wilson built 

yachts still in 

pristine condition 

thanks to Peter's 

ongoing 

commitment to 

her.  I had a 

comfortable first 

night, the northerly 

keeping MAGIC'S 

stern to the low 

swell.  The next 

morning I went 

ashore to explore 

the island and 

meet some of the 

locals.  Esmeralda 

Cove has a small 

group of 

inhabitants living in 

quite elaborate 

cabins with all the 

conveniences. They are on 5 year leases with NP&WS who provide drop 

toilet facilities.  There is also a campsite which must be pre-booked; these 

cost $35/night plus $35/ person per night.  Charter operators charge $600 

for the trip to and from Port Stephens. There really isn't anything special 

about the island and why people would spend this amount to experience 

NOT THE PITTWATER REPORT 

f r o m  B r i a n  H u n t e r  

Fame Cove Regatta Trophy 

MAGIC at the HYATT Newcastle 

MAGIC & KINTAIL in Coal Shaft Bay 

Dwellings and moorings in Esmeralda Cove 

Broughton Island 
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BUY SWAP and SELLBUY SWAP and SELLBUY SWAP and SELL   
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of 
charge if the member’s name and phone no.  appear.   
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 
25 words).  $30 with a picture.   Ads will run for two 
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.   
Submissions close on the 21st of each month 
NOTE:  Items for free, No Charge.   Contact the Editor, 
see page 2 for details. 

WANTED 
Putt putt wanted to restore, any condition.  
Size from 14ft to 20ft maximum. 

Talk to me on 02 4369 7687 or 
e m a i l  :  b r a e n g @ i h u g . c o m . a u 

FOR SALE 

Brand new hand built 2.4 metre glued clinker 
dinghy.  Design of well known Sydney boat 
builder Ian Smith.  Marine ply, Hoop Pine, 
Douglas Fir and Pacific Maple trim.  Coated 
with 2 coats of epoxy and 5 coats of Norglass 
Weatherfast. 

Ideal, easily rowed tender for your modern or 
classic wooden boat; or for fishing in enclosed 
waters; or just messing around in boats with 
the kids or grandkids.  Includes oars and 
rowlocks or add your 2 HP outboard. Car 
topable. 

Price $1500 ono.   Chris Bell 0410 340 542 

FOR SALE 
Timber Folkboat 1970 26ft. Stella.  

Professionally built & in good condition.  
Jarrah/Oregon Hull.  Top sides recently 
stripped, faired & repainted by shipwright. 
Yanmar  15hp.  Gearbox not working.  Moored 
@ Pittwater with dingy & dingy storage.  As is 
where is... $7,500.00. 

Phone Warren on 0414 278 679 

Ever since I was a child, I've always had a fear of 
someone under my bed at night. 
So I went to a shrink and told him . . . 'I've got 
problems. Every time I go to bed I think there's 
somebody under it. I'm scared. I think I'm going 
crazy.' 

Just put yourself in my hands for one year,' said 
the shrink. 'Come talk to me three times a week 
and we should be able to get rid of those fears..' 

'How much do you charge?'   

'Ninety dollars per visit,' replied the Doctor.  'I'll 
sleep on it,' I said. 

Six months later the doctor met me on the street. 
'Why didn't you ever come to see me about those 
fears you were having?' he asked. 

'Well, ninety bucks a visit three times a week for a 
year is an awful lot of money! A bartender cured 
me for $10. I was so happy to have saved all that 
money that I went and bought me a wooden 
boat' 

'Is that so!' With a bit of an attitude he said, 'and 
how, may I ask, did a bartender cure you?' 
'He told me to cut the legs off the bed! Ain't 
nobody under there now!' 

FOR SALE 

Day Sailer designed by Joel White , built by Eric 
Simes 23ft x6’1’’ x 1’10’’and 5’9’’ draft.  Cold 
moulded out of Western red cedar, carbon fibre 
and Huon pine on Silver Ash framing.   

Alloy spars, SS rigging, excellent main, jib and 
genoa.  High quality running gear. Very little 
used, always garaged. Complete with galv. 
registered dual axle trailer. Great boat for 
twilight races. Price $38,750. 

Contact: Eric Simes  02) 4473 9696 

FOR SALE  from WBA Victoria 

Built by Harry Clark of Newport Vic early 1960s. 
18ft carvel Fishing boat of Meranti hardwood 
(so as to be kept out of water for long periods) 
and Bluegum ribs 

Twin cylinder Winsconsin Aircooled 14HP 
engine in good condition, very reliable 
Boat very solid and beamy and handles all 
weather conditions easily 

$18,000 on trailer 

Cliff Elliot        0411 895 019 

FOR SALE 
Factory clear-out. Various timbers ideal for 

wooden boat building including 1.363 m well-

seasoned Alaskan Yellow Cedar – $12,000 ONO. 

Contact Hugh Jones, 02 9742 3166 

or jones@tech2u.com.au 

it is beyond me.  The forecast for my second 

evening  was for a southerly change so we all 

moved around to Providence Bay on the north 

side of the island. The southerly only stayed in 

for a few hours and left us wallowing in a very 

uncomfortable swell for most of the night. 

Daylight was very welcome and I departed for 

the port poste haste. I spent a few more days 

in the port and provisioned again at Nelson 

Bay before heading of early in a light easterly 

south to Swansea heads arriving back in Lake 

Macquarie about 3pm the same day. The lump 

we bounced over in the channel had two new 

markers so we were able to avoid it. This time 

around I headed to the west side of the lake 

and visited fellow WBA members Wal and 

Chris Macadams at Rathmines. The great thing 

about the lake is that shopping and dining 

facilities are easily accessible everywhere. 

When the planned dredging and 

improvements are completed to the entrance 

channel Lake Macquarie will become a very 

popular destination. First Mate Jill returned 

from shore leave and we started a week of 

social lunches and dinners with friends around 

the lake whilst trying to hide from strong 

nor'easters. The Wangi Workers Club has great 

marina facilities available for $10/night, and 

the food is great, we had lunch here with Bob 

and Barbara Tullett. 

We departed the lake expecting a quick run 

home, but as is usually the way, the breeze 

stayed light until we entered Broken Bay when 

it arrived with  vengeance . Once again we 

were seeking shelter only to find our favourite 

anchorage Towlers Bay full.  I find myself 

constantly wondering if boating has become 

too accessible, and does nobody work 

anymore? I mean it was a Friday evening! 

MAGIC is waiting quietly on her mooring 

waiting for the masses to return to work 

before our next outing. 

 

Providence Bay Broughton Island 

First Mate 'has the con' Lake Macquarie 

mailto:braeng@ihug.com.au
mailto:jones@tech2u.com.au
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Based on a series of highly popular articles written for Classic Boat 

Magazine, this witty collection recalls some of the incidents the author 

has survived in over half a century of messing about in boats.   Most 

sailors will find something to relate to in these escapades from around the 

world and they will bring a wry smile to any boaters’ lips.   The author’s 

wonderfully witty cartoons help bring these anecdotes to life.   All these 

stories are true, so WBA member Alan that his architectural clients do not 

think they are entrusting their work to a seagoing Mr Bean.   Copies are 

available from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95 or less on Amazon.   

WBA members can get copies from Alan at meetings for $20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This process uses dangerous 

chemicals so wear gloves, 

protective clothing, eye 

protection and a respirator. It 

is best to do this out of doors 

or in a well ventilated area.  

Always disconnect the power from the source first to avoid the risk of a spark near the 

acid bath. 

 

Why should we consider wood as a building material?  Wood consumes little ‘grey’ energy, by which 

we mean the energy used in its production, manufacture, 

use and, finally, recycling it at the end of its life.  It uses four 

times less energy than concrete, 200 times less than 

aluminium, and up to 4,000 times less than carbon fibre.  

Furthermore, products for treating wood, glues and wood 

finishes are becoming increasingly environmentally friendly.  

During their growth, trees also accumulate carbon from the 

atmosphere in the wood.  When the wood is transformed 

into usable material, it stores the atmospheric carbon it has 

trapped for many years. Should it be burned, it releases this 

same carbon into the atmosphere.  

Steel, aluminium, plastic and concrete are frequently thought 

of as wood substitutes.  It is often incorrectly assumed that using these products will help protect our 

forests.  But we cannot grow more iron ore to make steel, bauxite to make aluminium, petroleum to 

make plastic, or limestone to make concrete. These materials are mined or extracted from the earth, 

never to be replaced again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From page 3, CHROME STRIPPING... 

Buffing with a Scotchbrite 

belt. 

After de-scaling with a wire 

brush while immersed in a 

tub of water.. 


