Boatbuilding in Lavender Bay,
Sydney, September 1965
Photograph supplied by
Morgan Roche, “Faoilean” and
made available through archiving
work being undertaken by
Forests NSW.
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The Couta Boat Andi Morgan

Presidents Report Alan Stannard
A DVD presentation on the subject of “couta boats”,
courtesy of Andi Morgan was the theme for our January
meeting. The DVD explained how the boats were
originally built and were first put to use as fishing
vessels, catching the Barracouta and what it meant for
the fishermen to have their catch brought back to port for
a quick sale. Some of the earlier couta boats were built
for speed whilst maintaining good sea keeping qualities;
interesting some boats had a combination of two hull
planking methods, the underwater area was carvel
planked while the exposed topsides were built using the
clinker method of planking.

The Movie Night held at January meeting was judging
by the faces glued to the screen a great success! or was
it the 100 million watts or audio from the 2 mega amps!
The Movie shown is a DVD titled The Couta Boat, Return
of a classic... see below.

We saw the modern day boat building of a couta boat
at the Sorrento boatyard of Tim Phillips; the boat was
constructed with a sprung keel and all present day boats
are built to exacting class measurements.
Our January meeting raffle prizes were won by Stefan
Milloy, congratulations Stefan; I thank all members,
their guests and visitors who support the raffle. The
WBA committee will continue running the raffle with two
worthwhile prizes for the winners to enjoy and use.
As mentioned in January’s Scuttlebutt this month’s
guest speaker will be Dennis McGoogan, a traditional
Sailmaker by trade. Dennis will display some of his
collection of sailing boats and his talk will cover the
history, the building and sailing of the 1 & 2 footers.
Our guest speaker for the March meeting will be Noel
Reilly a Naval Architect who will discuss the topic of
“developing hull forms of yesterday’s timber vessels”.
A reminder that the annual “Classic Boatfest” will be
held at Toronto, Lake Macquarie on Easter Saturday 7th
and Easter Sunday 8th April 2012. This is a wonderful
friendly boat festival displaying boats of electric, steam,
sail and power propulsion with plenty to see and do for
the whole family.

New Members
The Association has pleasure in accepting three new
members;
James Nash
Tony Pollard
Chris Bell
We look forward to seeing them at our monthly
meetings
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A number of people
have asked if they
could borrow the
DVD but better still
please buy it and
support the film
makers who give us
this great history,
especially the
interviews with the
old salts who are no
longer with us...
only $29.95
If you don’t have
web access then see
or call Andi and I’ll
print the order form
for you.
To Purchase Visit: http://www.wbs.bvit.com.au/ click
on the Chandlery tab and then Books & DVDs

Southern Gannet turns 100 Dry Rot (Bob Major)
A Significant Event submitted by ‘Dry Rot’ (Bob Major)
The 100th birthday of “Southern Gannet”. The celebration
was held at “Berry’s Bay
Yacht Club”, Port Jackson.
A gathering of 40 or
so dignitaries enjoyed
chewing the fat whilst
inspecting & admiring
sister yacht “Weene” and
Ian and Jordan Smith’s 24’
Lyle Hess Cutter. Owner Martin Cox has done a magnificent
job of restoring her during his 12 years of custodianship,
and has plans to return to the original gaff rig.
Launched as “Gannet” at
Battery Point Tasmania,
on the 16th of November
1911. Built by Charles
Lucas - one of 8 Tasmanian
“One Design” class yachts
launched between 1908 &
1913. “Gannet” was built
for Chas Shannon of Geelong Victoria, where she raced
with the Geelong Yacht Club till the late 50’s. Our Tony
Curtis raced against her for some years, at Geelong.
The design, one of William
Hand’s, was selected after
plans
were
published
in
Rudder
Magazine
in the U.S. in 1895.
Arguably the most historic
one design yacht still racing
in Australia, or possibly the
world, “Southern Gannet” is of particular significance, as
carvel Huon Pine hull and fastenings, Celery Top deck,
and Huon Pine Cabin are still unaltered and original.

Of the 8 vessels launched, seven are still sailing; Gannet,
Weene, Canobie, Vanity, Curlew, Pandora, Pilgrim and Elf
(first & smallest).
I should mention that I
owned Gannet from 1995 2000. Saved her from going
to the bottom. During which
time we campaigned her
in Woody Point Yacht Club
twilight & winter series,
WBA regattas, Hal Harpur’s
Lion Island races (12 races throughout the year), Palm
Beach YC wooden boat regattas - Won it 1996, with a
45 knot breeze and Hal
Harpur on the helm. - A
terrific yacht to sail and
we regularly beat larger
plastic “go boats”. Always
one of the back markers,
yet I often sailed and raced
her by myself. We always
sailed on and off my Taylor’s Point mooring!
For more information, visit http://www.virtue.id.au/, on
Tasmanian One-Design Yachts

Measurements:
LOA (deck) - 32’8”
LWL - 21’
Beam - 9’1 1/2”
Draft - 4’10”
Displacement - 8,000lb
Original sail area 607sq ft.
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The Cairns Report -

Launching of Lena Peter Smith
Fifty years ago the launching of a timber boat was a
common sight on Sydney Harbour however now days it is
a rare occurrence. Time will tell if the launching of Lena
in January is the last large timber boat to be launched
in Sydney.
Since 1939 Fountains Boatshed has been at Wharf Rd
Birchgrove just 2km from the Harbor Bridge. Using skills
handed down from their father, Len, the Fountain brothers
Cliff and Warren have built a heavy 41 foot trawler style
hull on the site. The boat will be finished off as a weekend
cruiser and to do some outside fishing.
Freshly cut blackbutt from the NSW south coast was
seasoned on the edge of the waterfront and transformed

into the heavy skeleton of the boat. The planks below the
waterline are hardwood with huon pine planking used for
the sides.
The Gardiner diesel was installed in December in preparation
for the launching in January using the spring tides.
At present Cliff and Warren are working on the completion
of three timber boats at the boatshed.
The traditional slipway is carved out of the Birchgrove
sandstone and has been carefully set up to cater for motor
boats and long keeled yachts making it ideal for repairs
and maintenance of the older style vessel.

Gilli & Chris Dicker

‘just fiddlin’
Living on a boat in a marina one really gets to observe
which boats go out regularly and which boats don’t go
out at all. In our marina just north of Cairns there is not
one boat, sail or motor, which goes out regularly. Some of
them have the most elaborate awnings to keep the rain and
sun off; it is a major job pulling all this stuff down and a
bigger job putting it all back up again. Others have such an
array of ornaments on display down below it would take a
professional removalist a day to pack all this away to make
ready for sea.
Sometimes it is nice just to be on your boat whether tied
to a pontoon or swinging to a mooring. I would sail close
by a friend on a neighbouring mooring in Botany Bay if I
spied him aboard and ask him what he was doing; with
a contented greeting he would answer “just fiddlin.”
Floatation alone is an exciting phenomenon.

Belated season greeting
From someone on the WBA Committee for 2012 …
Hello relatives, friends, business colleagues, acquaintances
and unintended recipients.
We wanted to send some sort of season greeting to our
friends and colleagues, but this is becoming increasingly
difficult in today’s political correctness parameters, to know
exactly what to say without offending someone. So we met
with legal council yesterday, and on advice we wish to
portray the following:
Please accept with no obligation, implied or implicit, our
best wishes for an environmentally conscious, socially
responsible, low stress, non addictive, gender neutral
celebration of the summer solstice holiday practiced with
the most enjoyable traditions of religious persuasion or
secular practices of your choice, with respect for the religious
/ secular persuasions and / or traditions of others, or their
choice not to practice religious or secular traditions at all.
We also wish you a fiscally successful, personally fulfilling
and medically uncomplicated recognition of the onset of the
generally accepted calendar year 2012, but not without due
respect for the calendar of choice of other cultures whose
contributions to society have helped make our country great
( not to imply that Australia is necessarily greater than any
other country ) and without regard to the race, creed, colour,
age, physical ability, religious faith or sexual preference of
the wishee .
By accepting this greeting, you are accepting the following
terms:

The Classic Boatfest Lake Macquarie -

This greeting is subject to clarification or withdrawal. It
is freely transferable with no alteration to the original
greeting. It implies no promise by the wisher to actually
implement any of the wishes for her / him or others and is
void where prohibited by law, and is revocable at the sole
discretion of the wisher. The wish is warranted to perform as
expected within the usual application of good tidings for a
period of one year or until the issuance of a new wish at the
sole discretion of the wisher.

Chris & Wal McCadames

Best Regards, (without prejudice).

However, our new neighbour has no
hope of going anywhere till the kids
grow up and leave the nest!! Despite
the forecast La Nina the wet began late
this year so these wagtails thought they
would squeeze one more family in.
The Classic Boatfest Lake Macquarie located on the Toronto
Foreshore is held over the Easter long weekend:

SATURDAY 7 APRIL - SUNDAY 8 APRIL 2012
Entry is open to vessels designed or built prior to 1975
For more information call 0488 699 264 or visit:

www.classicboatfest.com
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Name withheld, (Privacy Act).
This message and any attached files may contain
information that is confidential and/or subject of legal
privilege intended only for use by the intended recipient. If
you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible
for delivering the message to the intended recipient, be
advised that you have received this message in error and
that any dissemination, copying or use of this message or
attachment is strictly forbidden, as is the disclosure of the
information therein. If you have received this message in
error please notify the sender immediately and delete the
message.
No correspondence shall be entered into, however, replies
may be addressed to the Wooden Boat Association of N.S.W.
Committee 2012.
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BUY SWAP and SELL

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no.
appear. Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $30 with a picture. Ads
will run for two issues, members ads longer if you ask for an extension. Submissions close on the
20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge. Contact Editor see page 7 for details.

FOR SALE: WOODEN BOAT MAGAZINES
(almost 200). I must part with them to clear the
clutter! $1.00 each. $50 discount if you take the lot.
Ph (02) 9957 1852 Jan de Voogd

Does anyone recognise this boat?

FOR SALE: 16’ putt putt. Built 2011 in Huon

Pine & Spotted gum. As new Vire 6hp marine
engine with gearbox. New trailer, oars, life
jackets, anchor and rope, stainless petrol
tank etc. For more pics email ; braeng@ihug.
com.au or phone John Wagemans, (02) 4369 7687.
$14,600 o.n.o. Wooden boat member pays $1000 less

Mori Flapan has sent us the following information and pictures and would be grateful
for any assistance to find out the history of the boat now called Nautilus but previously
Auliana. Date of build or the builder? My guess is early 1950s but she could be even a bit
earlier. The curved lines in the coach house started to come in in the late 1930s. It might
be a Williams or perhaps a Holmes launch. Note the Kuring-gai MYC connection in the
photograph. The current owner purchased the boat from Bobbin Head Marina in 2006.

The Stern

Andi Morgan

A quiet achiever...

A couple of months ago Peter
Smith retired his position as
Secretary of the WBANSW. Phillip
Turvey was quick to take up the
challenge and fill the ‘humongous’
shoes left by Peter ‘Onassis’ Smith.
As Phil became our secretary
he relinquished his role as VP to
Ross Mclean. Phil continues with
the merchandise role as well and
can be seen at every meeting
working behind the scenes folding
raffle tickets, setting up the room
and selling merchandise.
Thanks Phil !!

WANTED: Vire 6hp engine and/or parts for

restoration. Any condition. phone John
Wagemans, (02) 4369 7687 or email :
braeng@ihug.com.au
FOR SALE: 50 metres (in one length), 1/4 inch (about
6mm ) short link galvanised chain. Slightly used but
no rust and is in excellent condition asking $250.
Tom Hughes 0439 858 003
FOR SALE: 14’ 6’’ WHILLY BOAT Designed by Iain
Oughtred - Constructed in Honduras Mahogany
throughout. Hull finished clear. Steel centre plate.
Tip up rudder. Fine grain Oregon mast and spars.
Standing Lug rig. Newly completed.
Together with Heavy gauge “Easytow” trailer
(new). $6500.00 Alan Chinn 03 9578 6418
mob 0408 380 104 (Victorian WBA member)

Phil takes a call from his stockbroker while diagnosing an engine!

Alan Williams
delivers yet
another great
‘icebreaker’ at the
January meeting.

FOR SALE: Sindbad Griffin Class, 20 foot full keel
timber boat built 1920’s/30’s. Believed she raced
offshore by gentlemen yachties in Sydney waters,
but today is more of a leisure boat. Full lead keel.
Originally a single Blaxland Pup for auxiliary
power but now sails neatly and has been carefully
maintained by current owner since circa 1983.
Needs paint top sides, varnish of course and a
traditional mast would be better and if gaff rigged
even more so. In need of a new custodian.
circa $5,000 call John 02 9944 7612

Advertising and Sponsorship: The committee is still looking for advertising and
sponsorship in order to cover the higher costs of Scuttlebutt and associated postage.
If interested or know of anyone who may be interested, please contact any member
of the committee. Advertising would include an advertisement in Scuttlebutt (circ 300+)
plus a sponsors link on the WEBsite front page (Avg 1,400 visits per month)
Disclaimer: Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are
those of the individual originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily
endorse views expressed at such forums Participation in events organized by the Association may
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or persons
inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather. Such risks will require the exercise of the
prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees whether to commence or
continue any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by Association officers.

The Wooden Boat Association
of NSW inc.
Members Monthly February 2012
www.wbansw.org.au

Meets at the Gladesville Bowling and Sports Club,
the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm

Next Meeting Tuesday 14th February
Guest Speaker - Dennis McGoogan
Evolution & Club racing of the 1 & 2 Footers.

The Wooden Boat Association of NSW inc.
PO Box 884 Gladesville NSW 2111 www.wbansw.org.au
Email: Smith_m_peter@yahoo.com.au

YOUR COMMITTEE

President
Alan Stannard
9416 7238

Vice President
Ross Mclean
0425 330 560

Membership
Secretary
Ross Andrewartha
4739 3706

Editor
Chris Goddard
0414 447 007
editor@
wbansw.org.au

Secretary
Phillip Turvey
0417 657 613

Scuttlebutt &
WEB stuff
Andi Morgan
0416 279 887

Treasurer
Tony Curtis
9452 4166

Members
Alan
Williams

Ken
Travers

Based on a series of highly popular
articles written for Classic Boat
Magazine, this witty collection
recalls some of the incidents the
author has survived in over half a
century of messing about in boats.
Most sailors will find something to
relate to in these escapades from around the world
and they will bring a wry smile to any boaters lips.
The author’s wonderfully witty cartoons help bring
these anecdotes to life. All these stories are true so
WBA member Alan Williams writes under a pen
name so that his architectural clients do not think
they are entrusting their work to a seagoing Mr
Bean. Copies are available from Boat Books in Crows
Nest at $24.95 or less on Amazon . WBA members
can get copies from Alan at meetings for $ 20.

NOTICE: Wish you could have a colour photograph

of any image seen in the magazine or on the WEB?
Call or email the Editor or Andi from just $5:00 each

ON THE HORIZON

FOR SALE: “Seaweed” – 11’ 6” x 4’ 6” rowing skiff.
Single chine, flat planked, copper nailed and roved/
clenched. Removable floor boards. Professionally
made of unknown vintage. Some soft areas to be
replaced plus a good rub-down and repaint needed
to be someone’s pride and joy. Rowlocks and
handmade oars included. Located Woronora.
$550. Jon Bell 9545 2584
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YOU DO??? Email: editor@wbansw.org.au
or call 0414 447 007

THIS YEAR 2012
February 14 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker Dennis McGoogan, Evolution & Club racing of the 1 & 2 Footers.
March 10 to 12 The Whyte, Just & Moore Wooden Boat Festival of Geelong, Royal Geelong Yacht Club, Geelong, Victoria. Contact (03) 5529 3705
March 13 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker Noel Reilly, Developing hullforms of yesterday’s timber vessels.
April 7 & 8 Lake Macquarie Classic Boatfest, Toronto.
April 10 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker Carl Ryves, Designing and building a 24 foot Honduras mahogany speedboat.
May 8 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker Ian Hoskins, Historian, Sydney Harbour: A History.
June 12 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Andrew Randell, building the yacht Jackie R, the winner of the Hal Harpur 2011 Award.
June 15 - 17 Timber and Working with Wood Show – Moore Park, Sydney. Visit www.eventseye.com/fairs/f-timber-and-working-with-wood-show-sydney-10072-1.html
July 10 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Sean Langman ‘Business of Wooden Ferries; preservation verses bottom line’
August 14 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Ross Gardner, Building & sailing an 18th century replica - Ellen Mary
September 11 WBA Meeting - Guest speaker Joe Walsh, Maintenance your best mast insurance.
September 22 - 23 The Classic & Wooden Boat Festival, Australian National Maritime Museum, Darling Harbour, Sydney.
October 9 WBA Meeting.
October 28 Davistown Putt Putt Regatta and Wooden Boat Festival Contact www.davistownputtputt.com
November 3 - 4 RMYC Timber Boat Festival
November 13 AGM - WBA meeting
December 11 WBA Meeting end of year dinner and Hal Harpur Award Presentation
NEXT YEAR 2013
February 8 - 11 Australian Wooden Boat Festival, Hobart. Visit http://www.australianwoodenboatfestival.com.au/images/enews_23_Nov11.pdf
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Macquarie Princess
Cruises

* Easy to apply
* Resistant to
weathering & UV
* Highly elastic
* Permeable –
lets wood survive

Celebrate with us !
Cruise back in time and enjoy the many
moods of the majestic and ancient Hawkesbury River.
We offer a venue for a variety of functions with fully
catered meals:
• Birthdays
• Anniversaries
• Weddings
• Corporate Functions
• Club Days

Visit

• Family Get-Togethers
• Casual Scenic Luncheon &
• Dinner Cruises
• Christmas Parties

www.wbansw.org.au

www.macquarieprincesscruises.com.au
Call 02 8402 3702 or Mobile 0411 379 851

* Single packs

MERCHANDISE

WOODEN BOAT
ASSOCIATION
NSW

See Phillip Turvey at meetings
or call him on 0417 657 613

* Crack-bridging
$25
$45

$20

$50

Qumont
PTY LTD

$30

$30

NEW Custom etched Glass
Single purchase $25 ea + gst
Pair
$22 ea + gst
Set of six
$20 ea + gst

www.qumont.com.au

Classic Boat Sales

...now combining:
Sydney Yachting Centre
Australiawide Boat Sales NSW
Australiawide Boat Sales Newport Qld

Clive Gregory: 0419 175 562
Jeff Rowe: 0414 236 337
Just

Just

List

ed

Just

$63,500

37’ Ron Swanson “Camille”

$125,000

$12

$15

0415 431 337

28ft Arie Wetsteyn “Magic”

$75

32’6” Falmouth Sloop

28’ Picnic Boat “Francis Louise”

$64,000

25’ Ranger “Valiant”

$43,000

31’ Carmen Class “Carefree”

List

ed

List

ed

$65,000

$79,500

31’ Albatross “Skagerrak”

28’ Wally Ward

“Janaway”

$65,000

$32,500

This is a selection of our Classic Boat listings, for more information visit our web site, phone or email Clive: sales@yachtsalesaustralia.com

