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The 2013 winner of the coveted Hal Harpur 

Award, Kevin Isle shows his jubilation upon the 

presentation of the plaque. 
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Presidents ReportPresidents Report  

  Ross McLeanRoss McLean  

Well it had to happen I suppose, and your commit-

tee was very persuasive about it too. I was pres-

ganged, shanghaied and generally brow beaten into taking the 

position of President. The downside is more work, however, the 

committee has promised to share the load. Thanks to Alan Stan-

nard, we have most of the 2014 meetings covered with a guest 

speaker, including January. On the up side, if we don’t get an-

other member to take on the role next year or the year after, I’ll 

get a break eventually. Perhaps one of our former President’s 

would like to take on the role of Vice-President, (if our articles of 

constitution allow it)? 

The Hal Harper Award Dinner went off without a hitch, and the 

food suited most diners apparently, our thanks to the restaurant 

and the staff of Sporties as well. The armband method of ensuring 

everyone who had paid received a meal, worked well, as did the 

choice of location, since we had over 90 diners. The WBA footed 

the bill for the barman, while the cost of the meal was just that, 

the meal alone, thus keeping the price down somewhat for our 

members.  Raffle tickets sold well, as we had a 1st and 2nd prize 

in the offing, two glorious hampers put together by Heather and 

Phil Turvey, thanks to both for an excellent job.  

Choosing a winner for the Hal Harper Award is not a task I’d like 

to be lumbered with, what a choice eh? Could you have done it? 

Kevin Isle was quite surprised to be named the winner, as the 

competition was outstanding. My congratulations to all those 

nominated, on the fine work you have done. The skill of others 

working with wood continually amazes me, a humble backyard 

carpenter as I am. Thanks to our erstwhile judges who avoided 

the temptation of the many yummy bribes offered by the en-

trant’s other halves, and to Quirky for the skilfully detailed images 

expounding the virtues of each entrant. This year, everyone was a 

winner. 

2014 promises to be a great year for WBA members on the hori-

zon with - Bantry Bay Raft-up in February, Classic Yacht Regatta, 

RMYC, Pittwater in March, Lake Macquarie Classic Boat Festival 

over Easter, and Working With Wood Show in July, so plenty of 

events to take your boats too.  

Finally, I hope Santa has been kind to you over Christmas, and 

you also enjoyed the water on your boats without mishap. All the 

best from me, to you, for the New Year, and may the winds favo

ur you!’ 

Raffle Prize Winners 
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views expressed in this publication or at such forums.   Participation in events organized by the Associa-

tion may involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or damage to vessels, equipment or 
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Scan the QR code to go the WBA of NSW Inc. on 

the web and follow the links to Scuttlebutt, Hal 

Harpur Award and more useful information 

I look forward to seeing you at the next WBA meeting in January. 

Thankyou, 

He was born on a wooden boat that he 
built himself 
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Each year the Wooden Boat Association presents the Hal Harpur 

Award to the person(s) who in the previous 12 months have com-
pleted a project which best contributes to the Association’s objec-

tives of encouraging the retention of wooden boat building skills 
or the preservation of wooden boats or maritime artefacts.  The 

award is a perpetual trophy named after one of the Association’s 
founding members, the late Hal Harpur.  The requirements and 

rules governing the award can be found on our website, 

www.wbansw.org.au/ 

In 2013, 5 acceptable nominations were received 

 Keith Chambers on behalf of Mid North Coast Maritime Mu-
seum, for restoration of Flagstaff Signal Station, (flagstaff, flag 
locker and fence) at South West Rocks 

 nominated by Phillip Turvey 

 Kevin Isle for building of a Courting Whitehall dinghy, oars and 
fitted with a Seagull outboard motor 

 nominated by Alan Stannard 

 Steve & Annabel Gunns for restoration of a Camper & Nichol-
son 72ft triple headed gaff ketch with main jackyard topsail, 
Hurrica V 

 nominated by Colman Chan 

 Peter Kershaw, for restoration of the 102 year old 12.7 metre, 
Utiekah II 

 nominated by Brian 
Hunter 

 Alfred Jacobsen, for 
building a 10 foot historical 
skiff based on a 100 year old 
design 

 nominated by Dave Gid-
dings 

 

Interestingly, the nomination 
for the Flagstaff Signal Sta-

tion at South West Rocks 
was the first time a nomina-

tion had been received for a 

maritime artefact. 

Each nominee was pre-
sented with a ‘skite’ plate as 

being a successful nominee 

for the award with the 

winner receiving an en-
graved metal ‘skite’ 

plate and the HHA per-
petual plaque which 

they hold for the next 

year.  

John Quirk, a WBA 

member and regular 
contributor to Scuttle-

butt, also provided a 
cartoon for each entrant 

typifying his view of the 

entry. 

The dinghy produced by 

Kevin Isle made exten-
sive use of recycled tim-

ber including wood 
found on the grass 

verges destined for 
council clean up collec-

tions and old wardrobes 

and bed frames. 

Kevin has been re-
minded that the HHA 

perpetual plaque, a 
wooden board with a 

painting and the win-
ners plates, cannot be 

recycled into his next 

boat! 

Our thanks go out to the three judges who travelled around to 

interview each of the nominees and inspect the artefacts.  A diffi-

cult task indeed. 

 

 

 

   

 

The 2013 Hal Harpur AwardThe 2013 Hal Harpur Award  
for building a Courting Whitehall dinghy, oars and fitted with a for building a Courting Whitehall dinghy, oars and fitted with a 

Seagull outboard motor.Seagull outboard motor.  

The Flagstaff 
Signal Station, 
(flagstaff, flag 
locker and fence) 
at South West 
Rocks.  They built  
a lathe in order 
to turn the mast 
and an 85 tonne  
swaging machine 
for the rigging. 

http://www.wbansw.org.au/
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Peter Kershaw’s 
12.7 metre, Utiekah 

II after 30 years 
of rebuilding. 

Look at the bronze 
seat support he de-
signed and cast.  He 
can swing between 
navigation table and 
galley without 
standing.  Some say 
that to carve the 
shape of the 
wooden tractor 
type seat, he took 

the lines off his own bottom to achieve maximum com-
fort! 

——   ——   O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  ——   ——   
THIS YEAR 2014 

January 14 WBA Meeting 
February 11 WBA Meeting, Guest Speaker, Model Boats by Le Village, presented by Dimitri Salichon 
February 22-23 Canberra Classic Boatfest         For further details contact Peter Thorne 0409 031 243 
February 22-23 Raft up @ Bantry Bay 
March 6-9 Royal Geelong Yacht Club’s Wooden Boat Festival 
March 11 WBA Meeting - our member, Peter Smith, “Four hundred years of timber on the European canals” 
March 22-23 Classic Yacht Regatta, Pittwater Festival, RMYC,  
April 8 WBA meeting - Guest speaker—Grant Holmes, ‘Building a house of dreams’ 
April 19-20 Lake Macquarie Classic Boatfest, Toronto.  http://www.classicboatfest.com.au 
May 13 WBA meeting - Guest Speaker, John Wood, ‘Formation of the WBA of NSW’. 
June 10 WBA meeting - Guest Speaker, Kevin Isle, winner of 2013 Hal Harpur Award 
July 8 WBA Meeting - Hugh Lander, Public Affairs Manager, Sydney Heritage Fleet, 
    ‘Sydney Heritage Fleet – Sydney’s Best Kept Secret’ 
August 12 WBA meeting – Guest speakers, Betty & Peter Gossell  
   ‘Adventures in Paradise’ aboard the Barquentine CALIFORNIA 
September 9 WBA Meeting 
October 14 WBA Meeting - Guest Speaker & member, Peter Widders, 
   “Red King's Voyage: The building of a 19' strip-planked sea kayak” 
November 11 WBA Annual General Meeting 
December End of year dinner & Hal Harpur Award presentation 
NEXT YEAR 2015 

82 year old Alfred Jacobsen’s 10 foot historical skiff 
based on a 100 year old design and his 75th boat! 

Steve & Annabel Gunns 72ft triple headed gaff ketch 
with main jackyard topsail, Hurrica V.  Featured in the 

Great Gatsby movie. 
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Recently, one of our members requested that I have a look at his 

bilge pump that didn’t appear to be operating in either manual or 

automatic mode., ie incorporates a float switch providing for auto 

operation with manual override. 

The 3 wire pump has a magnet in a float that triggers a reed 

switch to start the pump when the level rises.  I am not a fan of 

this type as even the smallest piece of crud that enters the 

chamber can inhibit operation of the float switch.  The auto wiring 

of the pump is fed directly, through a fuse from the house battery, 

allowing operation even when the battery isolation switch is 

selected to OFF, while the manual mode can be activated by a 

switch on the dashboard - only when the battery isolation switch  

 

Quirky Stuff 
 
IRISH BURIAL AT SEA 
Mick and Paddy had promised their Uncle Seamus, who had been a 
seafaring gent all his life and an office bearer at the local Wooden 
Boat Association,  to bury him at sea when he died. 

Of course, in due time, he did pass away and the boys kept their 
promise. 

They set off with Uncle Seamus all 
stitched up in a burial bag and 
loaded onto their old wooden rowboat. 

After a while Mick says, 'Do yer tink dis is 
fer enuff out, Paddy?' 

Without a word Paddy slips over the side 
only to find himself standing in water up to 
his knees. 

'Dis'll never do, Mick. Let's row some 
more.' 

After a bit more rowing Paddy slips over 
the side again but again Mick asks Paddy, 
'Do yer tink dis is fer enuff out Paddy?' 

Once again Paddy slips over the side and 
almost immediately says, 'No, dis'll neva 
do.' The water was only up to his chest. 

So on they row and row and row and finally 
Paddy slips over the side and disappears. 

Quite a bit of time goes by and poor Mick is 
really getting himself into a state when 
suddenly Paddy breaks the surface gasping 
for breath. 
'Well is it deep enuff yet, Paddy?'                                    
   next page    

is on.  There was sufficient cable on the 

pump for the electrical connections to be 

well above high bilge level and they proved 

to be well and truly water tight. 

Both fuses were found to be blown.  

Further investigation revealed that the 

impellor had separated from the pump 

shaft and in fact, there was no sign of a 

pump shaft! 

The pump was installed in October 2010 

and removed from service in September 

2013.  

Resistance measurements on the pump 

were taken and while not necessarily 

accurate for a damaged pump, it was found 

that there a possibility of a continual 

current leak sufficient to cause electrolysis.  

Note that the pump contains electronic 

components including a relay, (reed 

switches can’t handle the requisite current), 

capacitors and resistors. 

Electrolysis and galvanic corrosion are 

frequently confused.  Electrolysis is caused 

when an external current, called a stray 

current finds a path between two metals in the presence of an 

ELECTROLYSIS 

An autopsy on a bilge pump failure 

“the impellor had 
separated from the 
pump shaft and in fact, 
there was no sign of a 
pump shaft!” 

continued on page 8 
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Aye 'tis, 

NOW hand me dat shovel.' 

New Members 

This month we welcome two new members, 

 David Crane of Lindfield who has a superb 18ft open launch 
built by Halvorsen in 1948.  The vessel was on display at the 
RMYC Timber Boat Festival. 

 Ian Lewis of Mosman who has an ex 18ft skiff 

We look forward to seeing you at our meetings- 

 

 

 

No report this month as 

Chris & Gilli are on holidays, 

(as if living on a boat in 

Cairns isn’t one continuous 

holiday). 

His last message however, 

“We are writing this from a 9 story building in Parramatta after an 

uneventful road trip down from Cairns”. 
 

 

 

 

 

With the promise of 
better summer weather, the wooden boat scene on Pittwater is 

looking up. 

New arrival LANCIA 111, an early 1900's Gaff Topsail Yawl designed 
by Sir Walter Reeks will be a spectacular yacht to look out for on the 
Pittwater.  Also exciting is the beginning of a wooden boat school for 

amateur builders and restorers.  Confessed wooden boat tragic Larry 
Eastwood is behind the venture, his intention being to demystify the 
ownership of traditional wooden boats.  The Pittwater Wooden Boats 

School will run classes in modern and traditional boat building and 
also restoring traditional wooden vessels.  Professional tutors, well 
known in wooden boat circles, are Simon Sadubin and Ian Smith.  This 

is a great initiative which will no doubt lead to more wooden boats 
and wooden boat owners on the Pittwater.  Further information is 
available on the website : www.pittwaterwoodenboats.com.au or by 

contacting Larry on : larry@pwbs.com.au. 

My scroll for this month comes from aboard MAGIC moored in 
Swansea channel awaiting a weather change to sail on to Port 
Stephens, after a fast and furious run up the coast from Pittwater. 

Hope Santa has delivered all your wishes, me, well I am just wishing 
for some nice gentle sailing breezes. 

All the best Brian Hunter. 

Pittwater News 

f r o m  B r i a n  H u n t e r  

Among the most enduring things about an 
old wooden boat is the smell it imparts to 
your clothing 

LANCIA 111 on Pittwater 

THE CAIRNS REPORT 
from Chris Dicker 

http://www.pittwaterwoodenboats.com.au
mailto:larry@pwbs.com.au
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BUY SWAP and SELLBUY SWAP and SELLBUY SWAP and SELL   
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of 
charge if the member’s name and phone no.  appear.   
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 
25 words).  $30 with a picture.   Ads will run for two 
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.   
Submissions close on the 21st of each month 
NOTE:  Items for free, No Charge.   Contact the Editor, 
see page 4 for details. 

Alloy spars, SS rigging, excellent main, jib and 
genoa.  High quality running gear. Very little 
used, always garaged. Complete with galv. 
registered dual axle trailer. Great boat for 
twilight races. Price $38,750. 

Contact: Eric Simes  02) 4473 9696 

FOR SALE 

Seagull 2 hp outboard , suitable for 6ft-9ft 
dinghies. Fitted with brand-new recoil starter. 
Also see my advert for new sailing/rowing 
dinghy in Huon Pine. The petrol ratio is now 
25:1 as carbie has been modified. 

$420.00 

Contact: John Wagemans   Phone: 02 4369 
7687 or email: braeng@ihug.com.au 

WANTED 

Putt putt wanted to restore, any condition.  
Size from 14ft to 20ft maximum. 

Talk to me on 02 4369 7687 or 
e m a i l  :  b r a e n g @ i h u g . c o m . a u 
John Wagemans 

FOR SALE  from WBA Victoria 
EMU is a traditional early 1900’s fishing boat 
built by Jones in Williamstown Vic and is over 
100 years old! 
LOD  20ft, (6.2m), Bowsprit, 6ft, (1.8m). 
LOA  26ft, (8m), Beam  8ft 3in, (2.5m), Draft 2ft 
10in, (0.86m) 

She is constructed from NZ Kauri, carvel 

planked on hardwood ribs with a Jarrah keel. 

The deck is 5/8 plywood Canvas/celastic 

covered. 

Traditional 2 berth cabin with lockers, 

cupboards and beneath deck storage. 
EMU has Oregon mast and spars with stainless 
wire rigging. She comes equipped with three 
headsails and one mainsail.  Her Lister twin cyl 
air-cooled diesel was recently reconditioned to 
as new.  
EMU has been extensively restored by the 
current owner who has owned the boat   

FOR SALE 

Brand new rowing/sailing dinghy, never been in 
the water.  Ian Oughtred design, built of Huon 
Pine with Rolley Tasker sail.  It is said she rows 
beautifully and sails even better! Swinging 
centreboard and rudder, bronze oarlocks, (2 
sets), new oars fitted with leather oar stops, 
mast.  boom and yard in A1 clear oregon, Locks 
on oarlocks preventing being loss or theft.   
Wooden trolley to move boat about.  Boat will 
fit on the back of a ute, secured to the trolley 
with tie-downs.   For more photos, request by 
email My email: braeng@ihug.com.au 

Any offer above $5000.00  considered 

Contact: John Wagemans  Phone: 02 4369 7687 

FOR SALE 

Day Sailer designed by Joel White , built by Eric 
Simes 23ft x6’1’’ x 1’10’’and 5’9’’ draft.  Cold 
moulded out of Western red cedar, carbon fibre 
and Huon pine on Silver Ash framing.       

for 30 years.  She is currently on water at    
Mornington Yacht Club.  For more info:            
contact Max Wilson 0411 021 049 or 
epebbles789@gmail.com   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brand new hand built 2.4 metre glued clinker 

dinghy.  Design of well known Sydney boat 

builder Ian Smith.  Marine ply, Hoop Pine, 

Douglas Fir and Pacific Maple trim.  Coated with 

2 coats of epoxy and 5 coats of Norglass 

Weatherfast. 

Ideal, easily rowed tender for your modern or 

classic wooden boat; or for fishing in enclosed 

waters; or just messing around in boats with the 

kids or grandkids.  Includes oars and rowlocks 

or add your 2 HP outboard. Car topable. 

Price $1500 ono. 

Chris Bell 0410340542 
 
FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Timber Folkboat 1970 26ft .  Stella.  
Professionally built & in good condition.  
Jarrah/Oregon Hull.  Top sides recently 
stripped, faired & repainted by shipwright. 
Yanmar  15hp.  Gearbox not working.  Moored 
@ Pittwater with dingy & dingy storage.  As is 
where is... $7,500.00. 

Phone Warren on 0414 278 679 

FOR SALE 
Factory clear-out. Various timbers ideal for 

wooden boat building including 1.363 m well-

seasoned Alaskan Yellow Cedar – $12,000 ONO. 

Contact Hugh Jones, 02 9742 3166 

or jones@tech2u.com.au 
 
 

mailto:braeng@ihug.com.au
mailto:braeng@ihug.com.au
mailto:braeng@ihug.com.au
mailto:jones@tech2u.com.au
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Based on a series of highly popular articles written for Classic Boat 

Magazine, this witty collection recalls some of the incidents the author 

has survived in over half a century of messing about in boats.   Most 

sailors will find something to relate to in these escapades from around the 

world and they will bring a wry smile to any boaters’ lips.   The author’s 

wonderfully witty cartoons help bring these anecdotes to life.   All these 

stories are true, so WBA member Alan that his architectural clients do not 

think they are entrusting their work to a seagoing Mr Bean.   Copies are 

available from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95 or less on Amazon.   

WBA members can get copies from Alan at meetings for $20. 

electrolyte.  The two metals may be of exactly the same type or different types. 

If two dissimilar metals are subject to a stray current, the more noble metal may not 

necessarily be protected, as with galvanic corrosion.  If the stray current is sufficient to 

overcome the natural galvanic current then the more noble metal may well become the 

anode and is thus destroyed.  The rate of electrolysis attack is dependent on the amount 

of current present.  A stray current caused by a short circuit can ‘eat’ metal components 

away in a very short period of time. 

The risk of electrolysis attack can be minimized by always ensuring all electrical systems, 

including wiring, switches and all electrical equipment are installed correctly and are 

maintained in good working order.  Another 

good preventative maintenance practice is to 

always isolate all batteries before leaving the 

vessel.  Isolating the batteries can also assist 

in optimizing the life span of the batteries.  

Batteries should be kept clean and dry and 

this includes the battery posts, casing and the 

battery box as dirt can act as a pathway to 

facilitate a current leakage, which may result 

in a stray current. 

Most recreational marine engines will not be 

electrically isolated.  That is, they use 

alternators, starter motors and pressure and 

temperature senders similar to those on cars 

and trucks.  Even when not in use, the engine 

blocks are electrically connected to your 

batteries. 

There are two ways of fixing this.  The first is 

to change everything to an insulated, two-

wired device but this is expensive and not 

practical for low use motors. 

The other is to fit isolating switches between 

the batteries and the motor that can be used to 

totally electrically disconnect the motor from any source of voltage while not in use.  On 

nearly all boats, even when the battery switch is turned off, the negative terminal will still 

be connected to the motor.  If you leave your battery turned on for running a fridge or 

light, etc, the positive terminal on your alternator will be live also.  This is a very common 

scenario and a very common cause of stray current electrolysis.  The remaining time, when 

the motor is in use,   typically less than 200 hours   per   year   for   recreational   vessels   

is   so   small   that   any potential damage will be miniscule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for signs of obvious action or 

leakage like the wiring pictured here. 

From page 5, Electrolysis... 

The pump with top cut away.  
Obvious corrosion with sea 
water.  The only point of 
entry found was through the 
s h a f t  g l a n d .   T h e 
manufacturer states “long 
life motor, rust and corrosion 
protected, SS shaft .....” 

The relay is the black box on 
the left side.  A capacitor is 
installed across the motor.  A 
number of components are 
fitted on the underneath of 
the printed circuit board 
including what appeared to 
be an integrated circuit. 


