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Hoana, the 87 year old vessel owned 

by Martin van der Wal, 2012 winner of 

the Hal Harpur Award 

 – Photograph by John Jeremy 
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TTThhheee   222000111222   HHHaaalll   HHHaaarrrpppuuurrr   AAAwwwaaarrrddd    
PPrreessiiddeennttss  RReeppoorrtt      AAllaann  SSttaannnnaarrdd  

appy New Year to everyone and I hope you all had a great 

Christmas.  

As an association I hope we can prosper and maintain a steady 

increase in our membership. I recommend you look and browse 

through our new WBA web site www.wbansw.org.au; I have found it 

to be user friendly and easy to navigate through.  Your comments 

would be very welcome and please feel free to contact a Committee 

member to discuss any aspect.  

I would like to thank Andi Morgan for his continuing mammoth effort 

in updating our new look web site. 

Congratulations to Martin van der Wal, who at the December 2012 

meeting of the WBA was announced the winner of the annual Hal 

Harpur Award.  Martin is the owner of the centreboard gaff sloop 

configuration HOANA, built in 1925 by James Hayes & Sons. 

The Committee last year was very pleased to receive and except all 

four nominations for the award, from the photographs I saw of the 

vessels and from what I read about each, they were all outstanding 

and a credit to their owners; each being a very worthy nomination for 

our annual HHA. 

I would invite any WBA member to consider submitting a nomination 

form for the HHA 2013. 

Thanks go to Phil Turvey for once again organising the wonderful 

Christmas Hamper prizes for our December meeting’s raffle. 

I visited Canberra on 7-9 December for the weekends boating activi-

ties run by the Traditional Boat Squadron, ACT.  The WBA award of 

the best dressed crew, an etched wine glass and a burgee was pre-

sented to Lisbet and Peter Hawker of the vessel “Flisan”; a 6m (20 

foot) Paul Fisher design, with a 4.2kW electric engine. 

For those members taking part or just visiting Hobart for the Austra-

lian Wooden Boat Festival in February 2013, a reminder that there will 

be a welcome BBQ courtesy of the Wooden Boat Guild of Tasmania, 

on Thursday 7th February, here are the details:  

In accordance with tradition, the Wooden Boat Guild of Tasma-

nia cordially invites your members to a pre-festival welcome BBQ 

to be held at the Mariner's Cottage, Napoleon St, Battery Point  

(near the slip yards) starting at 5:00pm. The cost will be $5 for 

sausages and salad, BYO drinks. 

RSVP by return email or phone 03 6229 5569 by 1 February 2013 

please. 

Alan 

 

ur December meeting was a great success with 76 members and 

guests sitting down to a sumptuous meal of turkey & ham with 

vegetables & gravy, followed by Christmas pudding with brandy 

custard, tea & coffee.  

The major event for the night was of course 

the Hal Harpur Award.  With four excellent 

entries this year, a challenge was certainly 

thrown out to the three judges. 

4 nominations were received 

 David Lance for restoration of a 4.87m 

(16’) clinker putt putt, nominated by Terry 

Lance 

 Martin Van Der Wal for the restoration 

of Hoana, a 9.14m (30’) gaff rigged sloop, 

nominated by Tony Curtis 

 Josh Marshall for building a 4.57m (15’) 

sailing dinghy, nominated by David Giddings 

 Reg Walker, for building a 7.61m (25’) 

timber launch Bellallysier, nominated by Lars 

Frostell 

 

TThhee  WWiinnnneerr  --  MMaarrttiinn  vvaann  ddeerr  WWaall  for the restoration of Hoana. 

Martin has been the custodian of Hoana for 27 years.  The late Joe 

Adams once owned Hoana completing a 4 year circumnavigation 

with his wife.  The name Hoana in its most common Polynesian usage 

means “a willing woman” and the vessel has suffered a number of 

dramatic encounters in its 87 year history. 

 

Her first was in 1926, a year after her launching, when she was driven 

off her mooring head first into a low tide cave on the shores of Sirius 

Cove.  The second, which drove the late Joe Adams into apoplexy, 

occurred when a weekender’s hire boat came straight through her 

starboard bow planking which would have sent her immediately to 

the bottom without Joe’s quick action. 

Last February, Hoana was hit from astern by a nine tonne ex-naval 

launch travelling at 9 knots.  The damage seemed catastrophic.  Over 

30 fractured frames port and starboard, sponson, sheer clamp and 

planks shattered.  The cabin top was uprooted and the decking split 

open. 

The story of her repair and restoration over a ten month period 

makes an interesting read. 

H O 

Martin van der Wal (left) receiving the  Hal Harpur Award from 
Andrew Randell, the 2011 winner  

BBQ on Springbank Island; ACT 

http://www.wbansw.org.au/
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Martin is planning to take her on her first long sea voyage since her 

world circumnavigation by Joe Adams, by sailing her to Hobart to 

participate at the Australian Wooden Boat Festival, 8-11 February 

2013. 

TThhee  ootthheerr  nnoommiinnaattiioonnss::  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Lance’s boat, "Ruby Louise" is a 16' open clinker putt putt 
launch, reportedly built in Narooma for the hire fleet, and still carries 

the original MSB registration, carved in the transom.  The restoration 
of "Ruby Louise" was undertaken over a seven year period and the 
style of the restoration has been kept in the original style.  The 

motor, a Blaxland, originally was owned by the late Bernie Alleck and 
restored by Boyd Myers.  Apparently the market value of a restored 
Blaxland motor is a case of good wine! 

 
 
Joshua Marshall decided to build a boat for his Industrial Technology 

studies in the HSC.  Joshua had had no previous boat building 
experience, and encouraged by his Industrial Tech teacher, he 
searched the internet for a suitable boat plan.  His choice was for a 

15 ' sailing dinghy from America.  With only the simplest of tools and 
the encouragement from his teacher, Joshua built Seaduction at 
school and at home (under a picnic shelter) to an excellent standard, 

learning as he went.  The timberwork and the paint finishes are 
indeed very high.  He funded the whole project by working casual 
jobs after school.  The result is surprisingly good under the 

circumstances; the attention to detail and Joshua's ability to solve 
issues are to be admired. 

This young man has produced an extraordinary result and really has 

to be congratulated.  Many of us have built boats, but very few have 
produced such a fine result on the first attempt. 

The 25’ timber launch Bellallysier, built by Reg Walker, Newport to a 

design by Bateau Boat Plans, USA.  Constructed of 9mm marine ply, 

epoxy sheathed with 350 double bias fibre glass cloth.  The original 

plans called for an outboard engine.  Reg Walker gave the vessel an 

inboard 25hp diesel located in the centre of the hull.  A deadwood 

with a 25mm stainless steel shaft was added. 

Bellallysier acts as starter boat for WBA Pittwater Wooden Boat 
Group. 

 

 

David Lance' putt putt  

Timber launch built by Reg Walker  

Josh Marshall ,  sailing dinghy 

Hoana 
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Next Meeting Tuesday 8th January 

Movie Night 

 

A RING FRAME FOR CHERUB 
from Mark Pearse 

For some time we had been discussing with Peter Gossell, (WBA 

member), how - and whether - to put some structural strength back 

into Cherub with a ring frame, to transfer the mast’s downward loads 

from the rig in a way that the hull could handle.  

It’s not just her 

age, it’s the way 

we ask more and 

more of the same 

old structure: an 

early photo of 

Cherub shows her 

on a close reach 

and her mainsail 

then was about 

the same size as 

our current main 

with one large 

reef taken in, 

about the lower 3 

feet of the full 

main.  Modern 

sails apparently 

are also harder on 

the boat as they 

don’t leak much 

air, and our 

spectra halyards 

& 

braided 

sheets don’t give and flex with the pressure either. 

Then there’s the winches; a longer bowsprit and our abil-

ity to sail close to the wind under spinnaker, something I 

suspect wasn’t possible with sailcloth’s 65 years ago.  

There‘s no doubt we ask a lot of her.  Despite being 

sturdy boats, a number of people had observed that they 

are not heavily constructed. 

Initially there did not seem to be a way to do the frame 

without being in the way or losing something – and of 

course we were working to a budget.  The interior of 

Cherub is original, with a neat and satisfyingly work-

manlike appearance, a simple beauty easy to spoil with 

visible modern structure.  The solution is worth 

recounting, and we did it by triangulating a lower frame 

off the mast step which keeps the framing around and 

behind the floor & cabinetry.  It also  

kept it simple to fabricate & install using standard size 

members and common boat fittings and the job was done 

without her leaving the water. 

The stainless work was done by Peter Gossell to a design 

we worked out together.  It seems to work well, in that I 

have gone down below in surging choppy conditions and 

can’t feel any relative movement between the frame and the hull 

structure, even during tacking as the loads cross from the port to the 

starboard side of Cherub’s hull.  

 

A recent photo showing the enlarged rig on Cherub 

The ring frame ready for installation 

An early photo of Cherub shows her on a close 
reach 
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OONN  TTHHEE  HHOORRIIZZOONN  
THIS YEAR 2013 
January 8  WBA Meeting – movie night 
January 25 – 26 National Australia Day Maritime Festival. Visit: http://www.pleasetakemeto.com/australia/hunter/national-australia-     day-

maritime-festival-9149207 
February 8 – 11 Australian Wooden Boat Festival, Hobart. Visit http://www.australianwoodenboatfestival.com.au/images/enews_23_Nov11.pdf 
February 12 WBA Meeting – guest speaker tba 
February 23 – 24 South Australian Wooden Boat Festival, River Port of Goolwa.  Visit http://www.woodenboatfestival.com.au/ 
March 12  WBA Meeting, guest speaker, Mori Flapan, ‘The 40’ Army Workboats – their war & peace’ 
March 30 – Apr 1 Lake Macquarie Classic Boatfest, Toronto   http://www.classicboatfest.com.au/ 
April 9  WBA meeting – Guest speaker Ian Smith ‘Risør Wooden Boat Festival – Norway’. 
May 14  WBA meeting – Guest speaker Angelia Catterns – ‘Boats of my life’. 
June 11  WBA meeting – Presentation by the winner of the Hal Harpur Award 2012. 
July 9  WBA meeting – tba 
August 13  WBA meeting – Guest speaker John Diacopoulos ‘From Workboat to Day boat’. 
September 10 WBA meeting – to be advised 
October 8  WBA meeting – Guest speaker John Wood ‘The WBA Love Affair of 1990’. 
November 2-3 Timber Boat Festival, RMYC, Pittwater.  http://www.royalmotor.com.au/ 
November 12 WBA meeting – Annual General Meeting 
December 10 WBA meeting – Hal Harpur Award winner/end of year dinner 2013. 

NEXT YEAR 2014 
January 14  WBA Meeting 

New Members 

We welcome two new members this month: 

 Ross Skeels of Georges Hall 

 John Adameitis of West Pennant Hills 

We look forward to seeing you at our meetings. 

Raffle Prize Winners 
Two excellent hampers put together by Phil Turvey and family were the 

prizes for the December meeting.  The winners in the raffle were: 

1
st
 prize  – Jim Willet and 

2
nd

 prize - Katherine Camilleri 

(A successful week for Katherine who also took out second prize in the RANSA raffle 

on the Friday evening after your editor had an enjoyable sail on her boat in the twi-

light race) 

Letter to the Editor, from Andrew Randell* 

Kubota Motor Woes 

When we had our talk in the car park after the December meeting about 

the problems I am having trying to shut the diesel down in the yacht, you 

came up with a great idea of sending my motor problem to the members 

in Scuttlebutt. 

I have an older style, possibly first generation, marinised 2 cylinder Z600 

Kubota engine.  Typically, there is a single lever control in the cockpit of 

the yacht that controls engine speed and the gearbox gear selection.  

With the lever in the centre position, the motor is at idle and the gearbox 

is in neutral.  When the lever control is moved forward, engine speed can 

be increased and forward gear is selected and when the lever is moved 

backward, engine speed can be increased and reverse gear is selected. 

At present, a fuel shut-off solenoid is installed on the fuel line input into 

the injector pump.  When the start key is turned off, the fuel solenoid 

shuts off fuel and the engine stops due to fuel starvation.  This causes 

several issues: 

1. The motor takes a while to stop, shaking violently until it stops. 

2. Restarting is difficult due to lack of fuel in the injector pump. 

3. Lubricating fuel is lost in the injection pump assembly when the 

yacht is not in use 

I would like to remove the fuel shut-off solenoid and install the Kubota 

stop lever mechanism.  I have spoken to various Kubota agents in 

Australia and I cannot get a solution to shutting down the motor using 

the stop lever.  Problem: The stop lever does not engage with the 

governor lever to stop the motor. 

I have a Workshop Manual for the Z600 motor and it shows there is a 

stop lever attached to the side of the motor, under the injection pump.  I 

have the parts manual and workshop manual, but they do not get specific 

with the shutoff lever, which looks so simple to me, but I think something 

is missing, as the lever will not engage with any of the mechanism.  Also, 

there are so many variations to these engines; the manuals are not very 

specific. 

I would be grateful if anyone can provide assistance.  Contact Andrew on 

mobile 0434 783 333 or email andrew.randell@optus.com.au 

* Andrew was the winner of the 2011 Hal Harpur Award 

 

Based on a series of highly popular articles written for 

Classic Boat Magazine, this witty collection recalls some of 

the incidents the author has survived in over half a century of 

messing about in boats. 

Most sailors will find something to 

relate to in these escapades from 

around the world and they will bring a 

wry smile to any boaters lips.  The 

author’s wonderfully witty cartoons 

help bring these anecdotes to life.  All 

these stories are true so WBA member 

Alan Williams writes under a pen 

name so that his architectural clients do not think they are 

entrusting their work to a seagoing Mr Bean.  Copies are 

available from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95 or less on Amazon.  WBA members can 

get copies from Alan at meetings for $ 20. 

 

http://www.pleasetakemeto.com/australia/hunter/national-australia-
http://www.australianwoodenboatfestival.com.au/images/enews_23_Nov11.pdf
http://www.woodenboatfestival.com.au/
mailto:andrew.randell@optus.com.au
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BBUUYY  SSWWAAPP  aanndd  SSEELLLL  
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free 

of charge if the member’s name and phone no. 

appear.  Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad 

(maximum 25 words). $30 with a picture.  Ads will run 

for two issues, members ads longer if you ask for an 

extension.  Submissions close on the 21st of each 

month 

NOTE:  Items for free, No Charge.  Contact Editor, see 

page 5 for details. 

 

FOR SALE 

Vintage metal lathe 

on stand with 

flywheel and lots of 

bits.  May have 

been a treadle 

machine but now 

has motor (not 

fitted). 

Suit someone who 

understands these 

things (not me!)  

Valued at $800 a few years ago but I think 

that was a tad optimistic.   

Have a look, have a wine and make an offer.  

Epping.  David Verity 0407 111 123 

 

FOR SALE 

45 lb CQR Anchor $70. 35 lb CQR Anchor 

$70. 2 off 8 lb Danforth Anchors $10 each.  

50 metre ¼” short link gal. Chain, (no rust)  

$200.  Port & Sbd nav lights, 12/24v globes  

$20.  All round & Steaming or Stern light, 

$10 ea  Dual fuel filter body with 4 filters  

(Gardner)  $50.  120 ft (40 metre) webbing 

tape on reel for anchor  $30.  Small 

diaphragm bilge pump,  $10.  Single 

lever/single cable Morse control  $40.  4” 

Record engineers vice (new) $75.  4” light 

engineers vice (as new) $35.   2 off SOLAS 

life rings  $30 ea 

Tom Hughes  0439 858 003 

 
FOR SALE 

“Cedar Lass” David Payne designed.  

Professionally built.  Lying Bayview, LOA 7m 

(23') Beam 2.4m (8') Draft 0.6m (26'')  Cedar 

Lass is an easy to use, trailable cat rigged 

yawl.  She has a free standing un-stayed 

main mast.  Mizzen similar.  Tan Sails.  Boat  

cover.  Cedar hull, teak deck, Jarrah bowsprit 

& laminated bumpkin for mizzen sheeting.  

Nanni inboard diesel and 3 blade propeller.  

Retractable centreboard and external lead 

shoe.  Lifting rudder blade.  4 wheel 

registered trailer. 

Good size double berth.  CQR anchor, chain 

& warp. Metho 2 burner stove & grill.  Engel 

12volt fridge.  Porta-loo chemical toilet.  A 

great day sailor with a spacious comfortable 

cockpit, robust inboard engine and is good 

for weekends away and excellent at river & 

estuary exploring with her minimal draft. 

A joy to sail & easy to motor.  She is only 

being sold as we're getting older & not 

using her much. 

Offers over $20,000 

Elizabeth Stanning (02) 9997 6284 

 

FOR SALE 

16ft Putt Putt still in build - completion date 

Nov 2012.  Chapman/Sherrack design.  

Hoop pine planking on spotted gum ribs, 

keel etc.  Fully reconditioned Blaxland single 

pup motor.  Built by volunteers at Narooma 

Centre for Wooden Boats. 

$14,500 Phone Smile 4476 3370 

 

FOR SALE 

Hal Harpur`s Irex 11 

A Classic 33ft 1934 Friendship Sloop.  Sound 

and seaworthy.  Freshly painted and 

antifouled. 

Comfortable cruising. $43,000.  Neg. located 

Tweed River. 

Email charlespecats@bluemaxx.com.au  

 

FOR SALE 

The perfect project for an Albert Strange fan. 

The Strange Lady is looking for a new owner.  

The boat is complete but requires finishing 

off.  She is a 25 ft yawl, gaff main with a lug 

jigger.  She’s never seen the water.  We are 

looking for offers round $18,000. 

Grant 0400 844 716 
 

FOR SALE 

A large quantity of spotted gum, rough 

sawn, air dried.  65x25.  In 5.8 and 6.2 metre 

lengths.  $3 per metre 

Grant 0400 844 716 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Opinions and advice expressed in this 
publication and the Association’s meetings are those of the 
individual originator’s only.  The Editor and the 
Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse views 
expressed at such forums.  Participation in events 
organized by the Association may involve certain risks 
which include the possibility of harm or damage to vessels, 
equipment or persons inherently associated with the perils 
of the sea or weather.  Such risks will require the exercise 
of the prior judgment of members on behalf of themselves, 
their guests and invitees whether to commence or continue 
any particular activity irrespective of information supplied by 

Association officers. 

mailto:charlespecats@bluemaxx.com.au
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TTTrrraaadddiiitttiiiooonnnaaalll   &&&   EEEllleeeccctttrrriiiccc   BBBoooaaattt   FFFeeessstttiiivvvaaalll      

fffrrrooommm   AAAlllaaannn   SSStttaaannnnnnaaarrrddd   

Alan Stannard took the WBA burgee to the 

ACT on 7-9 Dec 2012 to participate in the 

Festival on Lake Burley Griffin and has 

supplied this montage of photographs. 

This festival was organised by the Traditional 

Boat Squadron of the ACT of which a few are 

also members of the WBA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Silicon Bronze 

(SiBrz) Fasteners? 
Silicon Bronze is probably the best metal for 

marine nails, screws, bolts and other 
fasteners.  It is an alloy of copper and small 
amounts of silicon.  SiBrz is immune to self-

corrosion either in the atmosphere or 
immersed in seawater.  It is hard and nearly 
as strong as the so-called marine grades of 

stainless steel.  

WHY SiBrz over 316 Stainless 
Steel? 

Stainless Steels require constant exposure to 

oxygen to maintain a Chromium Oxide film 

on the surface.  This protects the steel and 

makes it corrosion resistant.  Inserting 316 

Stainless Steel fasteners into timber, through 

a deck or other tight cavity that does not 

allow exposure to air will create crevice 

corrosion, if water makes contact with the 

Stainless.  That is why the Australian 

Yachting Federation banned plastic coated 

wire for life lines on yachts.  Through deck 

fastenings are classics to suffer from crevice 

corrosion.  The photograph shows the crev-

ice corrosion on a U bolt for securing a jack 

stay.  If a high load had been applied, such 

as a man overboard there is a good chance 

this would have failed. 

Submitted by Dave Giddings.  Don’t be a 

thrill seeker, contact Dave at DRIVE Marine 

Services on 02 9533 5470 or 0412 366 998 

A beautiful occasion & a wonderful backdrop 

Boats moored adjacent to the Australian 
High Court 

John Kemister's Cormorant 

Peter Thorn aboard the restored Noosa 

Stephen Lomasney aboard 
Big Green Boat 

Liz & Ron Binet 's Lizzy III 
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Our page 8 girl................ 

Sally Ostlund attaching a bolt rope to a sail.  Sally spent many years as an 

employee of Mystic Seaport Connecticut, USA.  Located less than two 

hours from Boston and New York, 

Mystic Seaport is an outdoor history 

museum and re-created 19th-century 

seafaring village.  The Museum covers 

over 19 public acres and has more than 

40 historic and reconstructed buildings.  

Unpaved roads and cobblestone 

sidewalks lead to houses, workshops, 

vessels and gardens typical of 19th-

century rural New England.  

Sally is the partner of our Vice 

President, Ross McLean and is now an 

Australian resident and when not 

sailing with Ross on his American built 

cat boat, Buccaneer, she can often be 

seen working as a volunteer for the 

Sydney Heritage Fleet. 

 

Some of the WBA members & guests enjoying the December Xmas 
dinner. 

Reg Walker, (left) receiving a HHA nomination plaque from Alan 
Stannard for building a 25’ timber launch Buccaneer 


