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On a Sunday in June of 2006,
as I set off kayaking with a mate
on Sydney Harbour, I made a
mental note of a semi submerged timber launch lying
on a mooring some distance
from us. Later that day, as we
returned from our paddle, I
made sure we took a diversion
around said distraction. Littered
with notices of intended removal
and birds nests on top and a
prize- winning crop of oysters
underneath, we were looking at
the sad, dying remains of what
we made out to be a clinker
fishing boat named "Toby II".
Apart from its absence of
engine, the mooring line lying
through the rotting foredeck and
the long since expired
registration led us to believe
that Toby II had not seen a day
out for many years and its final
steps of its imminent removal
would be its last.
"Sad... it looks like it was once a
beautiful boat" were our closing
comments as we paddled back
to the shore. So, naturally, on
the way home, I couldn't help

but leave my phone number
with the relevant authority and
was surprised by a phone call
from the owner in the following
week.
Within hours of the making the
transaction, the trailer was
connected to the car ready for a
rescue mission which would
extend late into the night. At this
time, Toby was literally hours
away from sinking in the deep,
dark waters of middle harbour.
After this point, a salvage
attempt would have been near
impossible given the weak state
of the wreck.
My first trip on Toby was,
bucket in hand, standing knee
deep in oily water and debris as
the boat wallowed and lurched
toward the boat ramp in the
pitch black of a cold June night.
On its final legs, we nursed the
wreck up onto the trailer using a
strap around the whole boat as
the foredeck was too weak for
winching.
As I drove north towing my
newly purchased two-tonne
oyster farm to Lake Macquarie I
found myself glancing in the
rear view mirror and muttering
those all too familiar words:
"What have I done this time!"
In the first few months back
home, day after day was spent
scraping, and sanding the boat
removing oysters, mussels,
flaking fibreglass and paint.
The restoration, was extensive.
Some of the major hurdles
included replacing the timber
log through which the stern tube
passes, rebuilding the keel

by david hardy

section around the propellor
and re designing the engine
mounts and surrounding floor to
support a new diesel engine.
Toby's hull had been previously
sheathed with fibreglass and
needed re-doing under the
waterline to repair many
punctures and splits where it
must have bounced on the
rocks in its past life. A new
colour scheme, portholes and a
mast were among the finishing
touches to the makeover.
After two long, but rewarding
years in between university
study and a work stint
interstate, we relaunched Toby
II in March 2008 just in time to
celebrate at the local "Heritage
Afloat" festival. It lives with us
on Lake Macquarie, near
Newcastle on the NSW central
coast.
Since launching, Toby has not
sat still, venturing to the
Bellinger River, Port Macquarie,
Brisbane Water, Sydney
Harbour and even a recent epic
offshore adventure- a return trip
from Lake Macquarie, up the
coast to Newcastle for the
Newcastle Maritime Festival. As
for his biggest adventure yet,
Toby is registered for the 2009
Australian Wooden Boat
Festival in Hobart.

See centre pages for all the
nominees
Scuttlebutt January 2009,

page

1

Presidents Message
Would Noah have used polyester or
epoxy?
There's a bit of a split in opinion in the
wooden boat fraternity that has to do with
the use of modern materials. Maybe
"split" is the wrong word. But some
people are die hard fanatics when it
comes to building or restoring a wooden
boat while others are content with the
use of modern materials and methods to
achieve the result.
I think the distaste by the wooden boat
aficionados comes from seeing the
barrier-to-entry lowered. Yes, the use of
polyester and epoxy makes building and
repairing more accessible and quicker,
but there is something lost if you have a
love for careful work and the
craftsmanship of traditional
woodworking.
Epoxy (and its thickeners) has a
tendency to ease back standards on
"fitting" two pieces. Why spend years
gaining skill and apply endless attention
to joinery when you can just slob some
thick gunk in there? How often do you
hear people proudly mention the glue
joint is stronger than the wood itself?
Are there established rules for wooden
boat construction or restoration? I think
not. However, we, as wooden boat folk,
are dreamers and therefore are
emotional creatures. So if emotion is
part of the reason shouldn't it rightfully be
considered here?
Some of the great virtues of traditional
construction, (not a single system but
mechanically fastened structures of
almost infinite variety), involve the
possibility of removing and replacing
parts, thus maintaining the original
integrity and the possibility of
determining the condition of all the parts
and their joints. Use of modern coatings
and adhesives can interfere with this.
If you were to be consistent in removing

yourself from all modernism, then much
of the safety gear we use on our vessels
wouldn't fit especially well. The devotees
who cringe at the proposition of
sheathing a hull with polyester happily
sail their boat with polyester sails. If you
are that concerned for the sake of
historical accuracy, perhaps you should
get cotton sails; loose all your blessed
electronics and definitely the engine!
If epoxy or anything else that's nontraditional (like paint, for example) helps
more people enjoy building and restoring
wooden boats, improves safety and
longevity, and allows the use of materials
that aren't taken from rapidly diminishing
rain forests etc., then we should all feel
fortunate to be able to use it. I suspect
that the old designers and builders would
be laughing their heads off at those
wringing their hands these days over
whether they should adopt modern
methods where these can actually
improve strength, improve longevity,
reduce maintenance and improve overall
performance.
Epoxy and polyester has allowed another
realm of engineering with wood that may
have to be overbuilt as it stands by itself.
It also allows the use of some less
desirable, fast growing and renewable
species that might not be suitable for
much more than firewood or crating
material otherwise. Imagine what would
be left of the forests or the availability of
tropical hardwoods and the affordability
of such if everyone hated goop?
Building of wood boats of any type would
possibly be outlawed by now and the
restoration of many of these heirlooms
not possible without plastic or particulate
wood by-product replacements. Some of
the workmanship and quality is still
apparent, as there has been many
composite beauties that have graced
these pages and it should be obvious

that most of the builders have what it
takes to build just about anything that
they set their mind to.
While my feelings are quite
inconsequential, I see strong views here
and there amongst the wooden boat
fraternity. Most folk get into boat building
because they want a boat, not a
collection of tools and wood that cost
more to amass and maintain than the
cost of a boat. I don't think I'm alone in
this.
Let me go a little further.
When an associate was restoring a 1956
runabout he new that plastic was not in
common use and that fibreglass was a
very new invention. So he refused to
use those materials. The canvas laid
deck top, he felt, needed to be restored
in the original way. The vessel was
however, outfitted with the latest in
technology for the safety equipment,
together with depth sounder, navigation
equipment and tempered windshields
etc. With the electrical system he felt
compelled to use equipment that would
have been contemporary to her date of
construction (switches and visible things
but not components or wiring).
Most of us compromise tradition in some
ways, but stay true in others. Another
friend has a yawl rigged (untraditional)
but engineless (traditional) vessel. She
has Dacron sails and cordage, but no
GPS. He would NOT glass her, or paint
her with epoxy, but when he scarfed a
repair into her mainmast, he used epoxy
glue. He doesn't love the stuff and it's
not a cure-all. Everyone has to find their
own comfort level.
If you're a die hard enthusiast, save your
aversion for epoxy and polyester and
hold her together with whatever you
want.
A bad day on the water is a heckuva lot
better than the best day at work.....

The new committee of the Wooden Boats Association of NSW
wish all its members a happy and safe new year for 2009
B/R L-R Phil Turvey, Bob Ellis, Peter Smith, Ross Mclean, Peter Gossell, Ross
Andrewwartha and Chris Goddard (pres)
F/R L-R Jeff Clout, Tony Curtis and Bob Tullett
Scuttlebutt January 2009,
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Pittwater News and Views It’s the time of year when every man and
his dog take to the water, anchorages
become very busy and one can see the
very best and worst of boat handling and
nautical manners.
To be fair we have all missed picking up
a mooring buoy and totally misjudged
when coming alongside or not allowed
sufficient room when anchoring and you
can bet a pound to a pinch that the whole
world is watching. It’s that Murphy thing
“if anything can possibly go wrong, it

Social Occasions -

Bob and Barbara Tullett

will”, but its how the situation is remedied
that divides the good helmsman from the
bad. The good will quietly abort the
manoeuvre, go around and approach
again, I emphasize quietly. The other
bloke (yes it’s always a bloke) will yell
and scream, blame everyone in sight for
his own failing.

bow, she on the helm, not a word was
spoken, he directed the boat and its
speed by hand signals, no fuss, no panic
and beautifully done. We wish you all an
enjoyable holiday period; enjoy your
boat, “ quietly”.

A number of years ago Barbara and I
watched a large American yacht anchor
in difficult conditions in a tight spot.
There were two people aboard, he at the

Bob and Barbara Tullett

Australia Day Regatta January 26th,
If you would like to be a part of this event on Pittwater, give me a call, you will be
most welcome.

I have mentioned the Raft Up at Cockle Bay 7th 8th March previously
and encourage all members to get your boats ready for this major event, plus invite
any other wooden boat owners to come along, it will be a grand spectacle.
Bob & Barbara 99974073

Received by email
The RMYC & RPAYC are co-coordinating the Pittwater Regatta on
the Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th of March 2009, on Pittwater. The
WBA, The Sydney Amateurs, & Balmain Sailing Club amongst
others will be formally invited to attend. This event has been run in
the past by local identity Wal Wardel. There will be all the modern
yacht race on Saturday, & the historic 18’s & Wooden yachts
Sunday. Together with historic/timber motor craft. More info as it
arrives. Cheers,
Dry Rot Bob Major. "Bob Major"
<bob@majorgraphicsprinters.com.au>

The Wooden Boat Festival
HOBART
6th to the 9th Feb 2009
Registrations for the 2009 Festival have now closed and
information regarding docking and the boat owner manual
will be mailed to registered boat owners in early January
2009
Email to: office@australianwoodenboatfestival.com.au
Postal address: GPO Box 713, Hobart, Tas. 7001,
Australia

CYCA Sydney to Hobart Cruise
The Cruising Yacht Club of Australia in cooperation with the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania is pleased to invite members and
other interested parties to participate in a cruise between the waters of Port Jackson and the Port of Hobart.
Enquiries about the cruise can be directed to: David Champtaloup - davidchamptaloup@mac.com or Denis Doyle dddoyle@bigpond.net.au WEB SITE http://www.cyca.com.au/editorial.asp?key=4023
The cruise will be a non time based voyage to Hobart.
The Cruise is arranged around a designated arrival time in Hobart of no later than 1200 hrs on 5th February 2009. This date
coincides with the Wooden Boat Festival to be held in Hobart on the weekend of 7-9 February 2009 and the start of the 2009
White & McAllister Van Diemen Land's Circumnavigation Cruise
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2008 Hal Harpur Award Nominees

Dal Harpur.
Designed in 1902 for the Skaneateles Boat Company –USA
construction type: epoxy clinker rowing boat
Length 14’10 1/2 ‘’

Henning Therkildsen
Believed to be built in the late 1940’s and used as a work boat on
the Georges River.
Reconstruction of superstructure including decks, and fitting out of
Interior etc.
Length 25ft. Beam 9ft. Draft 3ft. Carvel construction

Scuttlebutt January 2009,
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The 2008 Hal Harpur Nominees

Ron & Mathew Balkwell
Hand built by Alan Graham at Bribie
Island Qld. Boat completed by
Mathew and Ron. Fitted with Stuart
Turner twin 2 stroke engine and
forward/reverse gearbox.
Length 5.5m, Beam 1.8m, Draft .04m
Construction: Clinker

Toby II

from front page, for more photos go to our web site http://wbansw.org.au

“The good the bad and the
ugly”
Scuttlebutt January 2009,
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From the Editor
Here we go again! Another new
year and I can say the old one
ended with a bang. I had the
pleasure of seeing in the new
year on what I think is the best
harbour in the world, Sydney and
its magnificent fireworks,
absolutely fantastic. For years I
have watched it on the box and in
the end was going ho hum, but to
be there and experience the
atmosphere, yes huge crowds all
enjoying themselves and Boats of
all shapes and sizes dare I say it
”bloody fantastic”’.
Whilst cruising along after the
early session at 9.00pm I was

Sydney Harbour at its best,
at midnight with the best
fireworks Magic!!!

Jeff Clout

checking out a rather large stylish
“plastic” cruiser where mum and
dad were on the rear deck having
a champers or two watching the
end of the display. What amazed
me was the 3 kids were huddled
around the big plasma screen in
the cabin watching the fireworks
on TV. Go Figure!
As you know I am planning to
build a boat, recently I was
offered a “mooring swinger”’. A
20ft clinker 1/2 cabin ex
Hawkesbury river work boat, the
lines reminded me of a David
Payne 6m cruiser. She just needs
a lot of TLC and a new engine. I

sadly had to decline it as I just
do not have anywhere to store
her and work on it. The price of
hard stand parking in Sydney is
ridiculous . It was going to cost a
small fortune just to get her out
of the water. So if anyone who
has the resources and the space
send me an email and I’ll pass on
the details, the only stipulation the
owner has requested is that it be
restored and enjoyed cruising
around our waterways.

his son and heir, William, to sail
on this state-of-the-art vessel.
William was just seventeen and a
ENGLISH CHANNEL, 1120
young man on whom many hopes
On 25 November 1120, Henry I of rode.
England was preparing to set sail As the rising star of the royal
from the Norman port of Barfleur court, Prince William attracted the
after the successful campaign of cream of society to surround him.
He was to be accom-panied by
1119, which had culminated in
some 300 fellow passengers: 140
King Louis VI of France's defeat
knights and 18 noblewomen; his
and humiliation at the Battle of
half brother and half-sister; his
Bremule.
cousins, Stephen and Matilda of
Henry was approached by a
Blois; and most of the heirs to the
young seafarer, Thomas
great estates of England and
FitzStephen. Thomas's father,
Normandy. There was a mood of
Stephen, had been William the
celebration in the air and the
Conqueror's personal sea
captain, taking him on the historic prince had wine brought aboard
ship by the barrel-load to help the
voyage of 1066 to fight against
party go with a swing. Both
Harold, and he had ferried him
passengers and crew soon
back and forth across the
became highly intoxicated Channel to the end of his life.
Now his son Thomas had a newly shouting abuse at one another
and ejecting a group of clerics
fitted-out snakeship - the White
who had arrived to bless the
Ship - of which he was
particularly proud, and he offered voyage.
The onboard revelries delayed
it to the king for his voyage.
the White Ship's departure and it
Henry had already made his
did not set out to sea until after
travelling arrange-ments, but he
night, had fallen. The prince
suggested it would be a treat for
found that the king's fleet had

already left him far behind, yet, as
with all young rabble-rousers, he
wished to be : first back home. He
therefore ordered the ship's
master to have his oarsmen row
full pelt and overtake them. Being
as drunk as the rest of them, the
master complied and the ship
soon began to race through the
waves.
An excellent vessel though the
White Ship was, seafaring was
not as safe as it is today. Many a
boat was lost on the most routine
of trips and people did not travel
over the water unless they really
had to. With a drunken crew in
charge moreover, it seems that
fate had marked out the white
Ship for special treatment. It hit a
rock in the gloom of the night and
the port-side timbers cracked
wide open, leaving a gaping hole.
Prince William's quick-thinking
bodyguard immediately rushed
him on deck and bundled him into
a small dinghy. They were away
to safety even before the crew
had begun to make their abortive
attempts to hook the vessel off
the rocks. However, back aboard
ship, the prince
could hear his
half-sister
calling to him,
begging him not
to leave her to
the ravages of
the merciless
sea. He ordered
his little boat to

A MEDIEVAL MURDER
MYSTERY

turn round, but the situation was
hopeless. As William grew nearer
once more, the White Ship began
to descend beneath the waves.
More and more people were in
the water now and they fought
desperately for the safety of the
royal dinghy: The turmoil and the
weight were too much. The
prince's little boat was capsized
and sank without trace. Finely
dressed bodies, such as the Earl
of Chester's, were washed up
along the Norman shoreline for
months after. It is said that the
only person to survive the wreck
to tell the tale was a Rouen
butcher, called Berold, who had
been on board only to collect
debts owed him by the noble
revellers!
But was it an accident, or was it
political murder? Because Henry
lost his only son and heir in the
tragedy, a power vacuum of
sufficient force was created to
allow ambitious noblemen to
become kingmakers and
England's first civil war plunged
the country into caos. ‘No ship
ever bought so much misery to
England’ wrote the chronicler,
William of Malmsebury.
Intriguingly, one Stephen of Blois,
a cousin of William’s, should have
been on White Ship but, at the
very last minute, claiming a
sudden bout of stomach trouble,
he boarded another craft. Four
years later he would seize the
crown!
Scuttlebutt January 2009,
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BUY SWAP AND SELL
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s name and phone no. Appear. Non-members
are charged $10 for a text ad (maximum 25 words). $15 with a picture. Ads will run for two issues, members ads longer if you
ask for an extension. Submissions close on the 20th of each month NOTE Items for free. NO Charge
FOR
SALE

Masterbuilt 1967 Hartley runabout. All
original, marine ply, good condition, has
always been kept under cover. 20hp
Tohatsu outboard which has been hardly
used. Trailer also in good
condition. $5000. Ph: David on
0412 298 247 (after 6pm)

FOR SALE
Beautifully crafted
wooden sailing boat.
" Iona" is a ness boat
designed by Ian
Oughtred.
Completed in 2004 &
constructed of hoop
pine, redgum & huon
pine with epoxied ply
lapstrake hull.
Incredible attention to detail including hand
cast bronze fittings for mast cap, fairleads &
rudder. Gunter rig with main plus jib. Fast &
responsive to sail & easy to row. Includes
custom gal. trailer. Very reluctant sale.
$13,500.Please contact Stephen
mob:0404 332978 or (02)99860654

FOR SALE

For Sale

Clinker 13’*5.6’’ king billy pine rowing skiff
built by “Fizzer Fazackerley of Hobart Tas. C
1950’s. Restored and in excellent condition
on a good registered Trailer. A going but
dubious 2 stroke 2 cylinder Riptide Outboard
engine of the same vintage also included. A
show stopper: displayed in the 2005 aust
Wooden Boat Festival at Hobart. Reluctant
sale but the navy is getting too big $7400
ono, Ring John Dikeman 02473922480

A Wooden putt-putt 1950 Fisher “Belle” fully restored
by Wal McCadames. 3.95m in length with 3.5 hp Blaxland pull start engine. It is on a registered trailer Price
is $7500. Contact Jeff Rogers on 0418223679

Summer
Wind.
Designed by
Doug Gilling,
built by WBA
member Ron
Balkwell.
Launched
1970,
Oregon on
spotted gum,
& laminated
Qld. maple frames (interior hull varnished),
fast club racer/cruiser. Good accommodation
& full head room 2002 Yanmar GM20 250
hours. At Brokers for $25,000
for Special price & further details ring Bob
Major on 0401 782 001

WANTED
Ranger Class 26ft Kauri carvel, timber classic,
“Seatune”.1950s with raised deck cabin
added. Great family boat, Easy solo sail, furling
hdsl + self tail winches. Cockpit seats 8, Stern
seats, sun covers. 27 hp Yanmar, 250hours.
WC, can sleep 2 + 2 in cockpit. Sink, stove, cd/
radio, depth sndr. Well maintained. moored
Pittwater. Ph 0413 732 822 NSW. For spec
sheet, pictures and info on Rangers visit
www.seatune.com.au/seatune $24,000.00

FREE to a good
home
I'm about to dump
a boat and some
oars.

Hall 3 HP marine engine, Lawrence Hall and
sons of Mortlake NSW. I require a cylinder barrel
contact Hilton on 0402204344 if you can assist.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
Flamingo", 26' timber plank , carvel batten, hard
chine, 19 Knots. Built 1940's,for NSW Dept of
Fisheries. Purchased via tender from the Dept. in
1963 , needs restoring. Sale price $1,000.
North Arm Cove, Port Stephens NSW
Phone 02 49 973212 / 02 49 832287.
FOR SALE
BMC Commodore 54HP Engines - OFFERS
Currently removing 2 BMC Commodore engines, one
in very good working condition, the other requires
injector pump overhaul but otherwise working fine. All
instruments and tacho available, including two new
alternators and pressure gauges. Install one keep the
other for spare parts.
Best offer contact Peter Harcus 0402 060 551.

Also a Herbert Turret lathe for $100.00
Disclaimer

Halvorsen
Head
Original
Halvorsen head
in perfect
condition, waiting
to be reunited
with a classic
Halvo.

Graham

For sale $250.

Ph: 02 9736 3036 (Rhodes)

Contact Peter Harcus 0402 060 551.

Opinions and advise expressed in this publication and the
Association’s meetings are those of the individual
originator’s only. The Editor and the Association’s
Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed
at such forums
Participation in events organized by the Association may
involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm
or damage to vessels, equipment or persons inherently
associated with the perils of the sea or weather.
Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment
of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and
invitees whether to commence or continue any particular
activity irrespective of information supplied by
Association officers.
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Did you know the WBA sell a nice iron on cloth badge
for the modest sum of $5.00. A Great gift for that
someone who has everything.

Contact Dick Branson on 0295207577 or see him at
the next meeting.
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