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The evolution of organisations is an interesting study in 
change, adaptation and innovation: our Association is 
no different in this regard. Our new Committee has ‘hit 
the ground running’ with a number of initiatives under 
consideration and development. More on these later in this 
column.

Speaking with (WBA member) Bob Tullett recently on a 
number of topics, including the origins of the Hal Harpur 
Award, the conversation reinforced how our association 
has evolved over the years under the stewardship and safe 
pilotage of many individuals. The key point is that it has 
been the valuable contributions of many office bearers and 
members, over many years that have made our Association 
what it is today: a vibrant community of like-minded 
individuals with a passion for boats and artefacts made of the 
‘right stuff’.

An issue at the forefront of our minds is the devastation 
wrought by bushfires across Australia. The Committee has 
discussed a number of options for providing support to 
affected communities: this work is ongoing and will identify 
‘grass-roots’ organisations for support. The raffle for the 
artwork kindly donated by our April speaker, Hugh Cross, is 
officially launched in this issue of Scuttlebutt. Please see 
elsewhere in this issue for details on purchasing raffle tickets. 
Hugh has approved the use of raffle proceeds for bushfire 
recovery support. The Committee has decided that funds 
raised from the raffle will be matched $ for $ from WBA 
funds. Please let us know if you are aware of any ‘grass-roots’ 
groups working in the area of bushfire recovery that may be 
worthy of our support.

Donation:
Member, Chris Gear has donated a number of items 
made by her late husband, George. The items include 25 
wooden flagstaffs and 20+ wooden cleats. George was 
a wood machinist by trade. There were also a number of 
woodworking planes. Please see the Merchandise page 
for details about the flagstaffs and cleats. The first of the 
restored planes is listed for sale in this issue.

Social Media:
The Committee has adopted the proposal to establish a 
Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc account on Instagram. 
This will be a vehicle to further promote the association 
and its work. More details about contributing photos to the 
Instagram account will be available shortly. Instagram is a 
free platform.

Classifieds:
A new section makes its ‘debut’ in this Issue of Scuttlebutt: 
“Looking For...” will be available free to all members and will 
hopefully connect seekers with a book, piece of equipment, 
tool or plan. Keep in mind that plans are subject to a 
designer’s fee: the purchase of a plan entitles the purchaser 
to build 1 boat. Additional boats may be built on payment of 
an additional (sometimes reduced) fee.

In the Future:
The Committee has also adopted a proposal to examine 
how WBA resources can be made available to a wider range 
of members. This may include making a video of Guest 
Speaker’s Presentations and then making the material 
available through a hosting program. 

So – lots of things ‘in the wind’. As always, your suggestions 
and comments are welcomed: President@wbansw.asn.au

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

Peter Widders
February 2020

Grant Holmes was the winner of the January Raffle: 2 $25 
Inspirations Paint (Gladesville) Vouchers.
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WBA CRUISING 
IN COMPANY
November 2019

The third WBA Cruising in Company event was 
held immediately after the RMYC Timber Boat 
Festival at Newport on the first weekend of 
November.  This event was open to all WBANSW 
boat owner members.  We assembled in Refuge 
Bay on Monday afternoon after we topped up 
supplies onboard following the Festival.  This 
year we started with five boats, Athena, Jennie 
G, Matang, Monte Cristo and Sylph. A skippers 
meeting was held aboard Matang to discuss our 
ideas for the days ahead, with suitable refresh-
ments !

Tuesday was Melbourne Cup Day, so that ranked 
high on our program.  After a swim at the beach, 
the energetic ones went kayaking on the high 
tide up the creek at the head of Refuge, coming 
home to tell the rest of us how peaceful and 
quiet it was amongst the mangroves. The Mel-

bourne Cup afternoon was held aboard Athena.  
The boys wore ties and girls sported the latest 
in head fashion !  It was a great afternoon. Phil 
Heaney won the sweep and we all held a glass 
aloft to celebrate, and then a refill !  The planning 
for the trip up the river was discussed and we 
decided that we should set off up the river the 
next day, Wednesday, to take advantage of the 
tides.  We find that the best time to head off is 
about two hours after low tide.  If you do this, 
then you will carry the incoming tide right up.  
Our aim was to be at Wisemans Ferry by late af-
ternoon.  We said farewell to Monte Cristo, being 
a yacht and not able to clear the bridges, and 
also to Sylph which had developed a suspected 
head gasket issue.  They continued on to Coast-
ers Retreat for the night to enable an early run to 
Sydney together in the morning.  

Athena, Jennie G and Matang departed Refuge 
around 11am and headed for the Hawkesbury 
River.  It was a good run of less than four hours 
with very little traffic and we anchored around 
the bend from the car ferries at Wisemans Ferry, 
adjacent to the golf course . The ladies had been 
promised a meal out, so we headed for the Wise-
mans Ferry Bowling Club to have a couple of 
refreshing ales and a meal at the club restaurant 
known as “Grub on the Green” ! A good meal all 
around.  After dinner, we called in to the servo to 
enquire about the availability of fresh Hawkes-
bury prawns.  Good news ! The prawns would 
be in on the following afternoon. We were most 
disappointed last year when the drought had 
stopped the run of prawns. Fresh Hawkesbury 
prawns are the best you can get, and certainly 
worth the run up the river.

The plan was to spend two nights at Wisemans 
and then to motor up to the Colo River on Friday 
to avoid the weekend ski boat traffic.  The kayak-
ers set off for Webbs Creek early Thursday with 
the incoming tide followed by the support crew 
in the dinghies.  Webbs Creek is a beautiful nat-
ural waterway which meanders for a long way, 
however a low level bridge has been built not 
far from the junction with the Hawkesbury and 
river access is really only available by small low 
boats.  The first part of the creek has farmland 
and some development however beyond that you 
travel through basically virgin bush with hills and 
good trees.  We enjoyed morning tea up Webbs 
Creek before heading back to the boats for lunch 
and another expedition ashore.  The prawns had 
been delivered from the trawlers.  By the time we 
had left, there was no stock left !  A brief stop at 
the local café for arvo tea, and then back to the 
boats for our regular afternoon strategy meeting.  
The plan for Friday was to head upstream early 
to take advantage of the tide for the Colo River.  
The Colo is a favourite spot for us, having been 
there more times than we could count.  The run 
from Wisemans Ferry to the entrance to the Colo 
River takes about two hours.

The Colo River joins the Hawkesbury at Lower 
Portland, and drains a huge area of wilderness. 
Colo is the aboriginal name for Koala.  The river 
is just so peaceful, particularly during the week.  
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To take advantage of the rising tide on the next 
morning, (the tide delay at Lower Portland is 
about three hours), we set off in the outboard 
powered dinghies upstream.  The river is almost 
virgin, although there are some riverfront homes, 
some jetties and a couple of old moored boats, 
well past their prime. It is easy to get as far as 
the Putty Rd bridge in dinghies on a good tide.  
The run up the river took about an hour and a 
half. Beyond this, the water is shallow and only 
suited to canoes.  Just before the bridge, there is 
a beautiful wide sandy beach with tree shelter.  A 
perfect spot to enjoy the prawns we bought the 
day before.  There is nothing like fresh Hawkes-
bury prawns with a cold drink in the company of 
friends for lunch on the bank of the Colo River !
We spent three nights in the Colo River and we 
were joined by another couple who were also 
cruising on the river, one evening, for drinks.  The 
sunsets over the river, the silence only perforated 
by bird calls is just magic.  The early morning 
views of the river are beautiful.  The only sounds 
are of the whip birds, bell birds and ducks.

Again, taking advantage of the start of the 
falling tide, we up anchored and headed out to 
the Hawkesbury for the return run to Wisemans 
where we planned to stay for another night.  We 
arrived late morning and decided to pick up a 

few supplies from the supermarket and have 
lunch at the pub.  As luck would have it, just as 
we were leaving the pub, a prawn trawlerman 
stopped to sell his mornings catch.  How about 
this ? Prawns caught, cooked, iced down and 
bought on the same day !  We had to buy some 
more.
The area around had started to become smokey 
and the forecast for the following day was cat-
astrophic.  We decided to head back to Refuge 
early the next morning.  There were no issues 
and we were well away from any fires.  It was a 
really hot day and the forecast was for a strong 
southerly change to come through on Tuesday 
night.  We were back in Refuge with plenty of 
time to spare.

Unfortunately, good times do come to an end 
and a few days later, Athena headed north 
to Lake Macquarie and Jennie G left for Port 
Hacking.  We spent some more time in the 
Cowan area before heading Matang back to the 
Harbour.  It was a great time in company with the 
other boats, especially following the time spent 
at the Timber Boat Festival.

Rob Hardy
Matang
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A BOOK YOU CAN’T 
PUT DOWN
By Ross Marchant

This book follows the 
incredible story of Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s secret plan to 
invade Australia. In March 
1772 on a voyage of discovery 
French explorers came ashore 
in west Australia. There they 
raised the French ensign, firing 
a volley of musket shots and 
claimed west Australia for King 
Louis XV of France. They buried 
two bottles containing French 
coins and a document of 
proclamation naming the place 
“The Bay of Taking Possession” 
unaware that in 1770 Captain 
James Cook had claimed the 
east coast of Australia for King 
George III, two years earlier.

In 1998 the bottles were 
discovered by archaeologists 
and so the claim by France has 
never been resolved. In 1785 La 
Perouse set sail for Australia 
on a voyage of discovery 
endorsed by Louis XVI 
equipped with a set of Cook’s 
compasses presented to him 
from Joseph Banks. When 
La Perouse and his two ships 
left Botany Bay headed for the 
Pacific they disappeared, never 
to be found.

France’s interest in Australia 
continued. Another explorer, 
Baudin, is sent to Port Jackson 
during Napoleon’s reign to spy 
under the pretext of collecting specimens of 
plants and animals for France. When Josephine, 
Napoleon’s partner, saw the exotic specimens of 
kangaroos, black swans from west Australia and 
dwarf emus from Kangaroo Island, it sparked her 
enduring interest in Australia and she decided 
to build a zoo and garden outside Paris at her 
residence Malmaison. Whilst at Sydney Cove 
Baudin meets Matthew Flinders the wonderful 
navigator who mapped the coast of Australia in 
his ship the Investigator.

The book also spends time on the story of 
Flinders shipwreck and the six years he spent 
in prison in a French port. When he was finally 
released and returned to England, unfortunately 
the poor treatment in the French prison was the 
cause of his early death.

He was a remarkable man whose final resting 

place was only recently discovered when a new 
metro station was being built in London. His 
navigational skills have often being compared 
with Captain James Cook.

In the centre of the book are excellent copies 
of engravings and paintings bringing to life 
the important characters, animals and places 
described in the book. 

This is just a taste of an enthralling book.  
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HUGH CROSS ARTWORKS
Our April, 2020 speaker, Hugh Cross, is an 
engineer, wooden boat builder and artist. Hugh 
has kindly agreed to donate a marine artwork as 
a raffle prize. The raffle will be drawn at the April 
general meeting where Hugh will be our guest 
speaker.
 
The artwork will be similar to the example above.
Framed size is 57 x 44cm

The committee has decided to make raffle tick-
ets available to all members.

Tickets $5 each 3 for $10

How to Purchase Tickets
1. By Bank Transfer (details........) and email to 
treasurer@wbansw.asn.au  Include number of 
tickets required and name of member on Bank 
Transfer

2. By mail – chq to WBA NSW Inc    (PO Box 
884 Gladesville 2111) Include number of tickets 
required and member name/email/phone.

3. Tickets will also be on sale at the April General 
Meeting.
Closing Date – for mail/bank transfer – Friday 
10 April.
All ticket purchases will be acknowledged and 
ticket numbers provided.

Inspirations Paint Vouchers
The January and February Raffles will be for 2 
Inspirations Paint Vouchers (total of $50 per 
month) redeemable at the Gladesville Inspira-
tions store.
The ‘eagle-eyed’ will notice the expiry date is 

listed as 30 June 2019. This has been extended 
to 31 March 2020.
Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.

RAFFLE NEWS
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The Paynesville Report
By Chris Dicker 

I could talk about the 
fires but I will not. 
Except to say we were 
spared this time and 
we count our blessings 
every day.

It is the animals,both 
wild and domestic 
that I feel for more 
than anything. There 
are some cute photos 
of the lucky ones that 
were saved and ban-
daged up but hundreds 
of thousands have 
gone forever.

Lately we have taken 
to joining what has be-
come a Sunday morn-
ing institution. Sorry, it 
is not attending church. 
As there is no cafe or any other commercial 
infrastructure on Raymond Island the islanders 
hop on the ferry and congregate at a waterfront 
cafe in Paynesville.. We discovered them when 
we were sailing Westwind up (or down) the 
promenade that is McMillan passage. Those 
friendly island people came running down to the 

shore as island people do and beckoned us to tie 
up at a most convenient jetty. It brought to mind 
a landing in New Guinea when we were rowing 
ashore to ask if it was ok to anchor in their front 
yard when a crowd of kids came running down 
and bodily lifted the dinghy and us and carried 
us up the beach.

Ah I remember now; that was Sabra island on 
the very north of the Louisiade Archipelago. 
No coffee there . They climbed a tree and 
gave us coconut milk to drink. They have 
different values, they don’t know they have 
values, they just have’m.

Sunday morning on the Paynesville water-
front is just delightful and a big escape from 
our work on the house, which seems to be 
going on forever. It is all finished and liveable 
but we still need to tick a few boxes so the 
surveyor can tick his boxes.

In many ways I can understand why the 
council has reservations when it comes 
to owner builders. Number one, some can 
really do a boarder line job. Perhaps more 
importantly, the owner builder that actual-
ly does the work takes jobs off the highly 
trained local tradesmen. We are forced to 
use an electrician and a plumber. The first 
electrician was laughable, the second was 
exceptional.

The plumber, or at least the gorillas that he 
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sends around cannot work unsupervised. Being 
new in the area we had to use whoever we could 
find. Since then we have been recommended 
good people.

That is my whinge for the month. Except to say 
if the schools are turning out pretty average 
students that have no respect for their teachers 
or each other or anyone else you are going to get 
pretty average tradesmen that have no respect 
for quality or for the people they make their living 
from.

It is Saturday the 18nth of January and I had 
better wrap this up before the new editor gets on 
my back (again).

A quick weather report for the area; it has been 
blowing a pretty stiff south easter all day and 
surprisingly smoke free. There has been a cloudy 
haze for days or perhaps weeks, which every 
one of us who is reading this has become so 
familiar with. It is not the end of the world, just 
the beginning.

For the month of January we have already had 
30 ml of rain. Last January we had zero. So there 
is hope. There is so much water, an abundance 
at times but if we waste it and all our other abun-
dances we will be very thirsty and hungry and 
very much out of harmony.

Meantime it is all go for the Paynesville festival. 
It will be a big event.

I am looking forward to seeing many old friends. 
Westwind will be in amongst the boats, please 
come and say hello.

THE NEW BOAT 
PART V

By Phil Heaney

After a very relaxing and socially intense cruise 
down to Pittwater to attend the Wooden Boat 
Festival at the Newport R.M.Y.C. and, afterwards 
a cruise up the Hawksbury River in company with 
Matang and Jenny G we returned home after a 
month. We have now resumed work on the new 
boat. When we left about one third of the plank-
ing was on and it’s now two thirds complete. 
Had this been a transom stern vessel I am sure 
that the planking part of the project would now 
be completed. The very rounded canoe stern has 
thrown up some problems which has required 
a lot of extra work. As work progressed up the 
stern the 15 mm inner and outer planks were 
bending into the curve satisfactorily but, as I got 
higher and the curved increased, I was forced to 
reduce the planking to 7.5 mm and so 4 layers 
have been needed to form the stern. However, I 
am very pleased with the result.

Another problem to overcome was, as the plank-
ing approached the turn of the bilge, despite 
many stealers, the planking was requiring a lot 
of edge set and reached the point where 100mm 
wide planking would just not work.  Also, the 
run aft was heading for the sky, so I decided to 
put a plank above the turn of the bilge where the 
planking ran fair. To fill the space in between I 
used 50mm planking and allowed them to run 
into the plank above. This worked out well as the 
50 mm planks laid nicely around the turn of the 
bilge. All of this required a lot of extra work but 
now I am back to wider planks and the planking 
should progress more quickly, although the stern 
will still require four laminations. The end result 
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is very strong. After I completed this section, I 
sanded the planking, installed the trennels and 
epoxy coated the planking. I find it easier to do 
this work in stages rather than have to face a 
huge area all at once. 

A new batch of timber arrived from Sydney Wood 
Industries just as I was using the last piece from 
the original order. Again, it is first class Oregon 
or Number one clear as we used to call it, which I 
haven’t seen for years. Apparently, this is coming 
from plantations that were planted many years 
ago, which is a good thing. According to my 
specifications, they quarter sawed it into 18mm 
by 100mm (for the planking), that I dress to 15m. 
They also supplied 150 x 50mm planks that I will 
resaw for deck beams etc.  Once the planking is 
complete the moulds will be removed, the floor 
timbers will then be installed followed by the 
stringers. The interior will then be given three 
coats of epoxy. 

It has always been our intention to sell this boat 
preferably at the hull and deck stage. The new 
owner could take her away and finish her or I 
could finish it for them to their specifications. 
To this end I have drawn up two options for the 
finished boat either as a motor sailor or as a 
motor boat only. Both have their advantages and 
disadvantages. The Motor sailor has the security 
of a sail back up and can sleep four comfortably 

and has a cosy main cabin below The Motor 
boat has better sun protection from the over-
hanging top deck, more room in the deck house, 
larger fuel tanks and more room in the engine 
room. Both will still have a new 75 hp. Yanmar 
diesel installed.

All boats are a compromise and it all comes 
down to personal choice. I have shown the two 
options to friends and the results have been very 
interesting. 
Any comments from fellow W.B.A members are 
welcome. ( phillip.heaney@gmail.com)  

Good sailing 
Phil Heaney Shipwright.
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BUY SWAP and SELL

FREE TO A GOOD HOME
8 G Clamps as per the photograph.
 All have been oiled and checked that the  screw operates. 
The floor tiles are brick sized to give an idea of size.
Pickup only  -  Chris Arnold  -  02 9958 4625

FOR SALE
Bracken’ 1930s timber sail boat from Cairns, 20ft lod, gaff 
rig, as new sails, clear oregon spars,shoal draft keel, timber 
blocks, excellent ground tackle, Will need some repair work. 
In Wollongong on the hard. asking $4000 but will consider 
all offers as this lovely boat needs a new caring home.
Contact Stephen 0401604415

FOR SALE 
“Epacris” Classic 18’ Clinker Harry Dundon Putt Putt
18 Foot Dundon Clinker Classic - Well maintained & sound 
condition - New Camp Cover & Boom Tent/Sunshade - 
Yanmar GM10 @ 270 Hrs. Fully Serviced - Rebuilt Cabin, Hull 
Re-roved 1995 by Gerry Hendry - Moored Rose Bay Sydney
Call Steve Tait Ph 0414 637 675 Price $13,800

FOR SALE
“Brit” (Short for Britannia) Handsome ½ cabin clinker 
launch with pedigree. 19’ x 8’4” x 2’ Draft. Yanmar 2QM20. 
Queensland Beech on Spotted Gum frames. Built 1964 at 
Balmain by Wee Georgie Robinson for his own use. Match-
ing sail, full cockpit cover and sun awning, wheel and tiller 
steering. Full history available. Moored Pittwater inshore just 
east of Byra (Riddle Reserve). 
$25,000 - Graeme Proctor - 0448 539 825

FOR SALE
‘MELKIRDAN’.  14 ft Red Cedar clinker putt putt powered 
by a 3hp Chapman Pup.  Registered trailer included and all 
accessories, including sun awning, ready to launch.  This 
vessel has provenance, built in Kiama NSW in 1934.  Phone 
Chris 02 9819 6701.  $5,000

FOR SALE
Durden thick-
nesser - 3 phase 
power. 350mm 
width bed; 2 
speed feed. 
Spare set of 4 
sharp knives. A 
good solid, older 
machine made in 
South Australia.
$1000 negotia-
ble. Call Grant 
0400844 716

FOR SALE
Seagoing Kayak for sale. 
Brand new, never used. Strip planked red cedar, fibre glassed 
in and  utside’ 2 buoyancy compartments 1 watertight 
locker, new adjustable foot stop (not installed) Includes 
instruction book, paddle and proper
kayak seat. $2200 ono design: Auk Designer Nick Schade
John Wagemans 0415 031 064 or
braeng53@optusnet.com.au

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of charge if the member’s 
name and phone no. appear. Non-members are charged $40 with a picture 
and text. Ads will run for two issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an 
extension.
Submissions close on the 21st of each month.
NOTE: Items for free, No Charge. Contact the Editor.

LOOKING FOR
A new section makes its ‘debut’ in this Issue of Scuttlebutt: “Looking For...” will be available free to all 
members and will hopefully connect seekers with a book, piece of equipment, tool or plan. Keep in mind that 
plans are subject to a designer’s fee: the purchase of a plan entitles the purchaser to build 1 boat. Additional 
boats may be built on payment of an additional (sometimes reduced) fee.

Transactions will between parties concerned with the WBA providing advert space only.

LOOKING FOR
I am looking to buy some older Stanley screwdrivers. These 
are single piece screwdrivers with a wooden handle riveted 
to the driver tang.
Peter Widders  0481583794 President@wbansw.asn.au

FOR SALE 
11 Foot Solid Fibreglass Tender. Built by Muir’s Boatyard 
Hobart as the Tender to Classic Yacht ‘Patsy’ 4 HP Yamaha 
4AC & WatersnakeSLW54/42 Electric. Lifting Slings. U/R 
Trailer. Canvass Cover, Lines, Fenders. 2 Buoyancy Tanks, 2 
rowlock positionsLocated Rose Bay. 
Call Steve Tait 0414 637 675 $620 ono

FOR SALE
“Mixed Blessing”
Iain Oughtred Ness Yawl, Built 2004 by Chris Anstee
Length 19’ (5.8m), Beam 5’ (1.6m) Trailer registered until 
Jan 2021Price $6,000 Located Northbridge 
Malcolm Boyd 0412 797 479
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ON THE HORIZON

February 11  - Guest Speaker - Japanese Tools Australia 
February 22-23 Raft-up at Bantry Bay
February 29 - March 2nd Paynesville Classic Boat Festival, Gippsland Lakes
March 6-9 Geelong Wooden Boat Festival
March 10 –Ross Marchant – The story of a Halvorsen-built air-sea rescue boat –    
Oceanus.
April 14  – Hugh Cross + Raffle of donated Artwork
April 17-19 Canberra Classic Boat Festival
May 1-3 - May Classic and Wooden Boat Festival, ANMM Darling Harbour
May 12 – Ian Smith: Building a Ranger
June 5-7 Timber and Artisans Show . Rosehill Racecourse

Members are able to purchase/order 
items  at a General Meeting or by 
email to the Merchandise Officer, Sally 
Ostlund, (salsonsquarerig@gmail.com)  
AND to the Treasurer (treasurer@wban-
sw.asn.au)

When items are not in stock, they will 
be ordered and advice provided about 
availability and delivery costs.

Stanley 220 Block Plane
The plane, donated by Chris Gear, 
has been restored and is in very good 
condition. This is a compact plane and 
a very good ‘user’.

Price – $90 ono

Flagstaffs and Wooden Cleats
Made by George Gear, the flagstaffs 
are made of a variety of timbers, 
including Douglas Fir. Sizes vary: 
74cm (29 in), 970mm (38in), 630mm 
(25in) long. Some are equipped with 
a stainless steel ferrule for mounting. 
The cleats are approx 21cm (8 in) in 
length.

Price - $25 per flagstaff  
Cleats – 2 for $10

Postage can be organised at pur-
chaser’s cost. Collection at a general 
meeting can also be arranged.
Peter Widders – 0481583794  
president@wbansw.asn.au

Merchandise


