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As predicted, numbers for the February meeting were lower than usual owing to the AWBF failing completely to consider our regular second Tuesday
slot. That’s perhaps a little unfair, I mean, they probably did consider it but
too l11ate to reschedule 12 tall ships/square riggers, 500+ other floating
beauties, numerous shore-based examples and 200,000 visitors, but more
on that later.
Peter Widders did the honours for the meeting (and provided the notes
below), with Chris Goddard having drawn the short straw and allocated to
audio-visuals. My apologies to members and visitors for failing to leave
adequate set-up instructions, but I believe it all came good in the end.
Julian Day returned to speak about the upcoming ‘Cock–a Hoop Regatta’ (Friday 29 March) organised by the Waterline Challenge Foundation and
run by Drummoyne Sailing Club. Further information will be provided in the
next E-Newsletter for any members wishing to get involved.
Ross McLean brought two guests, Rob and Helen Mason, following an indirect exchange of letters via the Afloat magazine (Jan, Feb 2019). The abbreviated story is given in the breakout box below, but is included also to highlight the obscure ways we sometimes acquire new members. Please make
them welcome.
Ask Someone Who Knows - Grant Holmes asked if anyone had 10 small
copper nails they could spare for a fastening project. Ross Gardener and
George Gear indicated they could assist. The nails have spent the necessary
time with Australia Post and Grant tells me we can look forward to “an interesting show and tell moment”...
Film Night - The planned film night featured 4 films:
The first was about the Tobermory Race, from Glasgow, Scotland to the
village of Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. The film was taken of the 1968
race and included a large range of size and type of wooden yachts and
illustrated not just some terrific scenery but also the challenges of sailing on
the west coast of Scotland. Thanks to WBA member Greg Dwyer for passing
on this link.
2 short films featured the use of treenails in double sawn frame construction
and the making of a laminated oak stem for a powerboat. The treenails film
was from the excellent website, ‘Traditional Maritime Skills’ (free); while the
stem construction film was from the very popular and informative site ‘Tips
from a Shipwright’ (also free on You tube).
The final film was again from Traditional Maritime Skills and featured the
steaming and installation of ribs into a 14ft clinker dinghy.
The Committee welcomes suggestions for appropriate films for future film
nights, the next one being on AGM night, November 12 th (as good a point
as any to remind members that this will be my last AGM as President and
that everyone should be thinking of at least three people they would rather
see as President than themselves, and being suitably persuasive!).
There was a raffle, not won by any of the usual suspects for a change.
Meantime, I went to Tasmania. A report on the festival itself appears later
(our esteemed editor may have to juggle a few contributions) but around
the edges I managed to wave the WBA flag (in a manner of of speaking) in a
couple of places. The Thursday afternoon BBQ put on by the Wooden Boat
Guild of Tasmania was well attended, with a significant number of people
wearing the distinctive shirt of the Shag Islet Cruising Yacht Club. (https://
www.sicyc.com.au - check it out - a good story). Thanks to WBG President
Rob Nolan and his team of helpers for the the welcome to Tasmania. Not a
bad spot for a clubhouse!
I also managed to attend the Steamboat Association of Australia dinner on

the Saturday night, hosted by Andrew Perkins and (in absentia) Terry Lance.
Good to meet some more people and “flesh out” the pictures in their excellent newsletter. I still
don’t understand a word
of their technical conversation! Hopefully this
deficit will be diminished
at the September meeting when Don Parker has
offered to show and talk
about his steam-driven
outboard engine.
I followed up Quirky’s
“Where’s Wally” clue in
Afloat and found the
boat where he was due
to be, only to discover
the owner was Marco
LoSchiavo to whom I had
been referred on my very first visit to the WBA nine years ago. We had
emailed to and fro a bit about what sort of boat I was looking to build and
he had kindly offered to let me build one in his shed under his guiding hand
but even in those days I could not afford to be away from the Boatshed for
the 2-3 weeks he reckoned it would take to get to a transportable stage.
The emails lapsed and we never met, until on a boat in Hobart! The pity is,
had I found those 2-3 weeks I could easily have knocked 2-3 years off my
current project’s build time! Carpe Diem indeed.
The South Australian Wooden Boat Festival is at Goolwa on 27-28 April.
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One of the leaflets available at the AWBF, and in every entrants’ registration folder, was a Keep The Date card for the Sydney CWBF on Fri 1- Sun
3 May 2020. To get on the circulation list and hear first-hand about expressions of interest to enter, email cwbf@sea.museum or keep an eye on
www.sea.museum.
Until then, Happy Building (or stripping, sanding, painting, polishing or
even, hopefully, boating!)

A Man and his Motors
We are all familiar with that distinct sight and sound of a putt putt cruising down a river, foot on the tiller, taking in the delights of nature, not a
care in the world. So different from the roar of a gasoline speed boat or
jet ski trying to breaking the sound barrier. For most who own one of
these delightful boats the sound of the engine is what it is all about, and
as long as it keeps running that is about as far as their interest goes. For
Mike Hingst it goes far beyond that. Since he was a boy of 14 it has been
his passion to collect and restore putt putt engines and at this stage of
his life he owns 120, ranging from 2.5 hp to 12 hp. His collection includes
names such as , Acme, Brent, Premier, Clae, Simplex, Blaxland the list goes
on. Mike points out that over 100 different makes of engines have been
designed and made in Australia from the turn of the century up until the
early sixties. Simplex and Blaxland are still making putt putt engines
today,
but
most are no
longer made
and are increasingly
becoming
collectors’
items.
Clae
were one of
the last to go
in 1960 and
were
called
the
Central
Launch
and
Engine Company.
Mike
has 24 different brands in
his collection,
one being a
Card by the
Card Marine
Engine Company
which
made two and
very early Simplex motor with magneto
drive on top of gearbox instead of behind
fly wheel!

As told to me by Ross McLean ...
Rob Mason wrote a letter to Afloat Mag about seagulls on Goat
Island, I replied, as I'd been thinking about it on and off ever
since the WBA tour of the island. Great tour except for the seagulls.
So I replied to Rob's letter with the solution, Eastern/Sydney Water
Dragons, less intimidating than goannas.
My letter won 'letter of the month' in Afloat, winning me yet another Burke waterproof bag.
So ... I offered the bag to Rob and his wife Helen, as they do a lot
of cruising, and how many bags does one need, and I would not
have written except for
Rob's letter in the first
instance.
He accepted the offer
of the bag and also
accepted an invite to
our WBA meeting in
February.
I presented the bag,
and he and Helen have
offered to join the
WBA, and will attend
the raft up in Bantry
Bay.

highly polished and
much admired. A girl
friend once told him
he could not keep the
engines in the living
room.
Needless to
say, the engines are still there and the girl friend has gone. Mike has also
collected a few boats along the way. His first was an ex hire boat with a
2.5 hp Vinco engine which were made by Vincent brothers in Sydney. He
also has a 17 ft carvel launch which he is currently restoring. She has a 4
hp Acme installed which were made in Newcastle. And an 18.6ft half cabin
launch with a 6hp Simplex also being restored. Departing from petrol
engines Mike’s only diesel engine (a 110 hp Ford ) is in his 30ft timber
launch in which he enjoys going fishing.
Mike is a member of the Sydney Antique Machinery Club and he can be
found at many of the engine and wooden boats shows demonstrating his
prized engine collection. Over the years he has sold some of his pride and
joys, but insists it is only a hobby and is always keen to show people his
collection. Mike can be contacted on 0401 533 605.
Phil Heaney.

four stroke engines in Maitland, New South
Wales. Mike’s preference is for Australian made
engines but he also has seven American and
three English engines. The oldest engine in Mike’s
collection is a 1903 Hodgson made in Sydney.
Sixty engines in the collection are running, the
rest he is restoring, but he points out that some
of these can never be restored because parts are
no longer available and patterns for the castings
have been lost.
These engines went into all sorts of boats, hire
boats, fishing boats, work boats, and yachts. They
were either two or four stroke. Most had that
slow revving putt putt sound which makes them
so recognisable. They could also be quite cantankerous. The introduction of small diesel engines
in the sixties which were more reliable, spelt the
end of this fascinating and sometimes frustrating
era.
Mike was born in the back of an ambulance at
Blackalls Park, Lake Macquarie in 1957 and has
lived at Blackalls all his life After leaving Toronto
High he started an apprenticeship as a shipwright
at the State Dockyard in Newcastle. He was hoping to be building timber boats but was disappointed to find it was all steel and slipway work.
After he finished his apprenticeship Mike went
hand line fishing for two years and then found a
job as a coal miner, but, after four years in that
job he had an accident which would spell the end
of his working life. A back injury would cause
years of pain and loss of income. Finally, an insurance payout would secure his financial future
and also enable him to continue adding to his
collection of rare engines.
Mike is a contented Batchelor! A reason for this
may be found in his collection. Mike keeps 15 of
his favourite engines in his living room which are
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GRAHAM GILCHRIST and WIND DRIFT,
the boat that saved him
by Phil Heaney
Some years ago, I was approached by a man in his early sixties wanting to
know if I could design him a boat which he could build himself. Graham
Gilchrist was his name and he had recently left his job as Dean of the
faculty of Art and Design at Newcastle University. He was looking for a
project. I learned later, after we had become very good friends, that he
had chosen to leave his position at the university rather than sack some

a lot of hardwood he used for his sculptures. Construction began
as soon as I finished the plans. The Gilchrist family's cars were
relegated to the street and the carport became the boatbuilding
bay. I would see Graham every other day and would help him
with any problems he encountered along the way. There was little
need for this as he was very competent in his woodworking skills
What impressed me very much was the meticulous log he kept of
the building process. Every detail was recorded and illustrated by
beautifully detailed drawings. He was totally living the moment!

The construction was not strictly traditional. Using 12mm plywood with
sheets scarfed together to make the plank lengths meant there were no
butts and the lands were all epoxied glued. This made for a very stable
and strong construction and also means the boat can be left out of the
water without fear of it opening up. Wind Drift has a stainless-steel pivoting centreboard which also means she can be put on a trailer. The deck
and cabin are fibre glassed with traditional brass ports and fittings. Graham fashioned the mast and spars out of some beautiful clear-grained Oregon (Douglas Fir) he had stashed away in
his studio and a local sail maker made the tan-coloured sails.
The time for launching came and we offered Graham the use of
our yard on the big day: May 8th 2004. News of Grahams project
was well known and many friends and acquaintances turned up
for the celebrations. Chris, Graham's long-term and very patient
partner and his daughter Kate, organized a piper to play the new
boat to the water. The only problem was that they got the Clan
Gilchrist clan tartan wrong, much to Graham’s amusement.
Many speeches were made and much wine was consumed.
After the hangover, sea trials began. Wind Drift exceeded our
expectations, proving very stiff in a breeze and very nicely balanced on the helm. The gaff rig was easy to handle, looked
great and really sent her flying down wind. The Clan Gilchrist
motto, Mea Gloria Fides means I Hope to Speed which was entirely apt in this case. Another of Graham's many talents lay in
the kitchen. He was a great cook! Every Tuesday he decided that
I would finish work at noon and we would go sailing. He would
make a beautiful lunch and I would supply a couple of bottles of
wine. This was of course necessary to fine-tune the rig and also
to prepare Graham for his next big project.
For some time, he had been planning an adventure to raise
money for the charity, Kids with Cancer (CANTEEN). The plan
was to sail the entire shoreline of Lake Macquarie living aboard
Wind Drift for the duration. He would also paint watercolours of
the lake as he went along, culminating in an art exhibition at the
Lake Macquarie Art Gallery. So on the 25th October 2004, Gra-

of his staff due to enforced budget cuts. This resulted in a dark time for
Graham and building a boat was his way of fighting the Black Dog of
depression. Graham’s background had mainly been in sculpture and in
the UK he had worked with the famous English sculptor Henry Moore for
a number of years before being offered the job at Newcastle University.
Graham lived opposite our boat yard and liked the traditional building
and restoration work we did. The boat he wanted was to have traditional
looks, big enough to camp on and have good sailing qualities as there
was to be no engine. The result was Wind Drift a 17ft clinker-built gaffrigged sailing skiff. Construction would be 12 mm marine plywood for
the planking and hardwood keel and stem. Why hardwood? Graham had

ham set off from Toronto on the western shore for a clockwise circumnavigation of Lake Macquarie, a distance of 108 miles. Things did not get
off to a smooth start! On the third day I received a phone call from him
saying that a strong southerly had hit and had washed Wind Drift up on
the shore. I was on my boat at the time and set off immediately. I found
Graham nursing the boat to keep her from pounding on the beach. Fortunately there was a sandy bottom and there was no damage. I towed
him off and we cruised to a sheltered bay. He had a hot shower onboard
and, after a stiff Scotch he calmed down and I left him to his mission.

The Owner/Builder Graham Gilchrist, the Designer Phillip Heaney, Master
Shipwright of Alkira Boatshed
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This epic solo voyage was to take Graham four weeks. Every Sunday we
would go out in our boat along with Chris and many supplies and find
Graham. The first thing we would do is throw him in the shower and then
give him a good lunch. When the time came to leave, he would be reluctant to continue his quest, begging us not to go, but go we did and left
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him to his fate.
On his voyage
he met many
locals and the
media
followed
his
progress.
Wind
Drift
served
him
well, even if
the
voyage
was
a
bit
cramped and
lonely.
The
resulting
art
exhibition and
the fund raising along the
way
raised
$25,000
for
Canteen.
Sadly,
this
story does not
have a happy
ending. After
Graham’s

Phil Heaney, Shipwright.

voyage he
started
to
become
unwell. He
was
diagnosed with
cancer of the
oesophagus.
This period
of his life,
considering
the
dark
place he was
in previously,
turned
into perhaps
one of the
happiest of
his
life.
Building and
then sailing
Wind
Drift
and, with the
total support
of Chris, had
saved
him
from deep
depression
from which
he may not
have
escaped.

Based on a series of highly popular articles written for Classic Boat Magazine, this witty
collection recalls some of the incidents the author has survived in over half a century of
messing about in boats.

Graham
passed away
on May 31st
2007, soon
after
his
diagnosis was confirmed. Chris has kept Wind Drift in top condition ever
since. Graham was the last to sail her. Maybe it is time to cast-off and let
go!
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Most sailors will find something to relate to in these escapades
from around the world and they will bring a wry smile to any
boaters lips. The author’s wonderfully witty cartoons help
bring these anecdotes to life.
All these stories are true so WBA member
Alan Williams writes under a pen name so
that his asrchitectural clients do not think
they are entrusting their work to a
seagoing Mr Bean. Copies are available
from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95
or less on Amazon. WBA members can get
copies from Alan at meetings for $ 20.
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make off with wives who were wondering around with their husbands. I
also remember late one evening an impromptu cutlass fight amid broken
glass and spilt beer on top of the bar at the Customs House Hotel. Well
Pirates are nasty people after all.

THE PAYNESVILLE REPORT
from Chris & Gilli Dicker

There were some beautiful boats too of course. Newly built boats of Huon
and celery top, massive timbers built for the sea that will last for a hundred
years. Picture us, The Earth, in a hundred years.
There were also boats already a hundred years old and more and still in full
service.

As promised folks this report is jam packed with wooden boats. Well how
could it not be.
I have just returned to 'Anchor Downs' from a Tasmanian sailing odyssey
aboard the 1964 Admirals Cup contender Lorita Maria. Here is a boat that
any of us could get sailing at 6 knots. She likes a bit of wind and an experienced team could really get her going. We accidentally touched 12 knots a
few times with a bit of surfing but it is safe to say that she could average
6.5 knots or at least 160 miles per day
Ho hum, it is all relative and we all seem wrapped up in speed. The important thing is to get there comfortably and safely.

On arriving 'home' I immediately visited Westwind, throwing my hat
through the companion to make sure I was still welcome. She was a little
cool and huffy but after promising her lots of salty sea miles and Bass Strait
excursions she was her old self again. A flat tyre on the tractor greeted me
at 'The Downs', a cooked crop of tomatoes and quite a few fried trees.
They warned us about the cold when we moved down here from Cairns but
not about the 45 degree summers and no rain for months.
Happy sailing all.
Kind regards
Chris

Far more interesting is the dynamics of the crew and their different personalities when confined on a small boat. Suffice it to say that despite my best
efforts my behaviour on board is not always impeccable. On Lorita Maria
the captain and crew come from vastly different walks of life and that was
only on the trip down. In Hobart we were joined by more interesting people who's company I am sure I would have enjoyed.
On any boat on passage there is no room for laziness. There was non of
this on Lorita , everyone had a turn in the galley and a sense of fair play.
Sailing the boat involved everyone including during the night watches. We
all managed a good bit of sleep.
Captains earn their stripes. They should have a good knowledge of their
boat and the sea. The crew should have confidence and faith in the captain. And respect. You earn all that.
The festival was good, The music was much better than last time, more
suited. There were buskers scattered about and a couple of down and out
pirates wandering around being serious. I remember when pirates used to

SPACE STILL AVAILABLE

Lane Cove River Cruise - 10th April 2019
M.B. PROTEX circa 1908

I have hired the M.B. Protex for Wednesday 10th April 2019 and I invite WBA
members and a guest if they want; to join the crew of the Protex, a Sydney
Heritage Fleet motor boat for a cruise on the beautiful Lane Cove River. The
Protex will leave her Sydney Heritage Fleet berth at Rozelle Bay at 1000 and
return at approximately 1400, maximum number of passengers, 14. Passengers to board at 0950 and are asked NOT to bring large carryon bags as
space onboard is at a premium, there is no "head" onboard the Protex!
The 16km cruise will take in some outstanding views along the picturesque
river, the boat will navigate as far as Fullers Bridge, Chatswood. On our return
passengers will disembark at the Chatswood Athletic Field jetty for a prepared BBQ lunch. After lunch we will return to her berth at Rozelle Bay.
As Protex in not in Survey, I'm asking each passenger to contribute $45, payable to me prior to Wed 3rd April, this includes the cruise, lunch, coffee or
tea.
There are no toilet facilities onboard Protex, but there are toilet facilities at
the SHF Rozelle Bay site and at the Athletic Field. Undercover seating area
exists for lunch if the weather Gods are not kind to us on the day!
Free parking is available at the SHF car park, James Craig Road, opposite
Gate 4 of the Sydney Heritage Fleet Shipyard.
I'll be taking names of interested members and it will be on a "first come, first
served" basis.
Regards,
Alan Stannard
mob: 0402 627 524
home: 9416 7238
email: stannard68@optusnet.com.au

Westwind in two halves in the early days
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BUY SWAP and SELL

FOR SALE

WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of Handsome 8 foot fibreglass dinghy. Built in
charge if the member’s name and phone no. appear. buoyancy.
$250
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum
25 words). $30 with a picture.
Ads will run for two
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.
Submissions close on the 21st of each month.
NOTE: Items for free, No Charge. Contact the Editor, see
page 2 for details.

FOR SALE
DYNASTART: starter- generator. New, imported.
$300,o.n.o.
John Wagemans
0415 031 064
brabander53@optusnet.com.au

WANTED

FOR SALE

Oars wanted. Pair of wooden racing sculls (oars)
of the tulip or Macon shape. Approx 9ft in length.
Must be usable or repairable.

Thara – 1948 Alan Payne Classic sloop
34' LOA 8'
Beam
6'
draught
Lovingly
restored in racing condition.
Nanni 3 cylinder diesel
Good sail inventory
New sheathed
deck 2016 plus
skylight fitted
Raced
with
SASC in Div 1 –
good record
reduced
to
$39,000
Rob
Landis
0414 741 725

Nick Lawther 0407 236 999 or
nicklawther2099@gmail.com
Call Alan 0410 648 435

FOR SALE
OARS 2 pairs
1. A pair of long
oars
for
sale,
approx. 10' or 3.0m
long
in
good
condition $125 or
offer.
2. Older made oars
approx 7'6" or 2.3m
long with copper
sheeted tips. Nicely
shaped
and
balanced
$100
Ono.
Peter Smith 0415
476 829

FOR SALE

Tasmanian maritime heritage wooden dinghy.
Built as a family fishing boat.
15’8” (4.8 m) clinker built rowing boat, construct-

ed from King Billy and Huon Pine.
Designed and built in 1969 by renowned Tasmanian boat builder, Reg Fazackerley (1893-1983),
at Sandy Bay, Hobart.
A signature “RF” and a year of construction under
a seat.
Professionally restored and repainted in August
2013 by the Wooden Boat Centre, Franklin, Tasmania – unused since.
Includes a set of restored oars, King trailer, recently refurbished and registered, with an additional new spare wheel and tyre, heavy duty tiedown straps and a new boat cover.
One of three 16-footers built by Reg Fazackerley.
Used initially as a family, recreational fishing boat
until purchased by the Clarence Sea Scout in
Hobart in 1990. Maintained in clean, dry storage
by the Sea Scouts. Featured at the Hobart
Wooden Boat Festival 2013.
Relocated to NSW in 2017 and recently relocated
to Toowoomba, Qld in January 2019.
Little used during its life and in excellent condition with all original timber.
Ready for use or to admire as a prestigious collectable.
Price $8,000 (reduced originally from $13,200)
Phone Kim on 0428 237 524

FOR SALE

Springbank gunter rigged GRP sailing dinghy for
sale. 4.5m (15') long with a 1.77m (5'11") beam
weighing 190kg. Designed by Geoff Cowap this
dinghy is white with timber trim, alloy spars and
tan sails giving classic looks. The cockpit is roomy
with large buoyancy cambers under the full
length seats and foredeck storage area.
Easy to handle Gunter rig stores within the hull
and provides good sailing performance with one
or two, can plane in a breeze or can easily take a
family. Used as a training dinghy by the Navy and
Scouts. Easily towed by a small car on its stable
trailer. Can take a small outboard or be rowed.
$1000 ono. Ph Peter 0415 476 829

FOR SALE Owner Happy to consider reasonable
offers

Plywood Runabout

The boat is a half cabin in good working order. It is
17ft 6inches (5.33m) in length and 1.95 metres in
width, certified to carry 5 passengers. It is made of
timber and plywood and the bottom has been
fibreglassed over. There is storage under the seats
inside
the
cabin
and
all
padding
is
original. Navigation lights and an electric bilge

pump. The engine is a 75HP Johnson V4 2 Stroke
with magneto ignition. The engine does not have a
generator or an alternator (never been a problem).
Battery only needed to start. 2 anchors and a pair
of Ron Marks Water Skis to go with it. (No Life
Jackets). The trailer has had new wheel bearings
fitted and is in good condition. The boat has always
been garaged. The trailer is registered until
20/8/2019 and the boat is registered until
7/11/2019. Anyone wishing to inspect, I would only
be too happy to accommodate, just call and
arrange a time with me. call me on either 0414 477
662 or 02 9644 8783. The boat is located at
Sefton.Kerry Buttriss

Wooden Boat Association of NSW Inc.
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FOR SALE
Classic wooden motor sailer.
AnnieD is 9.45m LOA, 3.2m beam
and 1.0m draught. She was built
by Jack Dempsey at Gladesville and
launched in 1970 as a motor boat
and converted with sails in 1999.
AnnieD is powered by a 1999 40hp
Volvo 3 cylinder diesel. She was
recently slipped and cut back to
bare timber below waterline and
any maintenance done before
antifouling. Annied has been well
looked after, regularly maintained
and ready for a new owner. Price is
$59,000. Terry Reilly 0418 841 604

— — ON THE HORIZON — —
THIS YEAR 2019
March 12th
March18th
April 9th
April 10th
April 27th / 28th
June 11th
July

WBA Meeting, Gladesville Bowling & Sports Club, - Ross McLean - Lightning
Committee Meeting
Andy Green Rigging, what can go wrong, changes over time
Lane Cove River Cruise - contact Alan Stannard
0402 627 524 home: 9416 7238
Goolwa Festival – 27 and 28 April 2019
WBA Meeting, Gladesville Bowling & Sports Club, 2018 HHA Winner
WBA Members update

NEXT YEAR 2020
February 22nd/23rd
1-3 May
June
November
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Raft-up at Bantry Bay
Classic and Wooden Boat Festival, ANMM Darling Harbour
– HH Winner 2018
AGM & Film Night
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