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Lorita Marie ready to depart Eden for Hobart, a vessel formerly owned by the late 
Paul Smith now owned by Greg Barrell.  Built in 1963 and designed by renowned naval 
architect Alan Payne for Norman Rydge Jnr, a successful Sydney sailor and business 
man.  In 1965 it became the first Australian yacht to compete in the Bermuda and 

Transatlantic races. 

Scuttlebutt 
Inside: 

Batemans Bay Boating Group 

My Boat - Matang 
Buy, Swap or sell 
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President’s Report 
Jon Bell 
 

  February 2019  

Given the monthly alignment of second Tuesday’s, the January meeting 
was on the 8th and may have caught a few people off-guard but around 50 
turned up to hear Steve and Lynne Brompton deliver a comprehensive 
presentation on the development, decline, reclamation and enjoyment of 
Britain and Ireland’s canal system.  Clearly hooked on the concept of nar-
row-boating holidays, they came armed with model boats, a model lock 
system, painted canal-art buckets and of course a bucket-load of pictures, 
videos and stories.  They even brought along Jan 
Roden, current president of the Australian Canal 
Society (yes, there is such an organisation - 
www.auscanal.org.au – and an interesting website to 
visit). 

Many thanks, Steve, Lynne and associated visitors. 

The meeting also welcomed  Stephen Cordna, ar-
rived as a visitor and left as our first new member for 
2019 and a subscriber to Ask Someone Who Knows.  

A number of people with notices to share took the floor: 

Ross McLean to let us know the Emerald class ferries no longer 
sport the orange diamond, 

Alan Stannard to invite members and guests to join him on a 
Protex cruise along the Lane Cove River on April 10th  (details 
elsewhere in this edition) – be quick, max 14. 

Terry Lance to invite members heading for Hobart to join the Steam Boat 
Association for dinner on the Saturday night – register your interest at 
the_lances@exemail.com.au 

Jim Willett to advise members of an exhibition at the State Li-
brary featuring early photographs on glass negatives, which just 
happen to include quite a few turn-of-the-century (not the most 
recent one!) wooden boats. 

Despite nursing a shoulder injury, Nick managed to lug in some bags of 
merchandise and offered a few choice items as part of our Instant Auction. 
Why waste time and effort getting your own WBA shirt dirty when you can 
buy one already part way down that road (but not so bad you can pretend 
you did your own antifouling ...). 

On to other things ... 

A propos Jim’s recom-
mendation to visit the 
State Library, I just hap-
pened to have arranged 
a day off with wife Jane 
to have lunch in the 
Botanic Gardens (thank 
you Boatshed staff!). 
“What shall we do after-
wards?” asks Jane.  
“Well” replies I, with 
maybe a soupcon of guile, “We’ve never actually visited the State Library, 
have we? And it’s just next door ....” 

One photo showed a rowing boat with 5(!) young women waiting to step 
in.  Well, two were stepping in but at least one of the others looked decid-
edly sceptical.  With one man already in and someone taking the photo 
(and two sets of oars) there could well be seven people in the boat, for a 
short time anyway! 

However, all that was incidental to 
my main focus, which was the 
backrest. Getting back to The 
Boatshed I pulled out George’s 
backrest (George being the old 
pulling boat I acquired from Robert 
Brown’s yard at Putney) and apart 
from the rounded ends the design 
is rather similar.  However, it is a 
fairly rudimentary attempt at adding 
some flair rather than pure function, 

so maybe not at all 
unusual and possi-
bly in use over a 
long period so it 
may not help to 
identify George’s 
builder or date.  
Would anyone care 
to offer a comment? 

Opinions and advice expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are those of the individual originator’s only.   The Editor 

and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed in this publication or at such forums. 

Copyright may be owned by the original author or the Wooden Boat Association Inc. 

Participation in events organized by the Association may involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or damage to vessels, 

equipment or persons inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather.   Such risks will require the exercise of the prior 

judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees whether to commence or continue any particular activity 

irrespective of information supplied by Association officers. 

Printed by Power Colour Pty Ltd, 106 Grose Street, Parramatta   NSW  2150   A.B.N.  58 066 215 021 
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Our next meeting is on 12th February, one day after the Hobart AWBF.  
Given that many members will be away (myself included), the meeting 
will feature a film/video presentation instead of a guest speaker.  Peter 
Widders will be your host for the night so you’ll need to be on your best 
behaviour to avoid detention. 

Saturday 23rd February will see WBA members and friends heading to 
Bantry Bay for our annual raft-up and on-shore BBQ Some arrive Friday 
night, some leave Sunday morning, some come just for the day.  It is 
accessible by foot.  BYO food to cook and stuff to drink – it’s not a ca-
tered event.  At this stage it has not been confirmed if the Heritage Fleet 
will be able to join us. 

Until then, Happy Building (or stripping, sanding, painting, polishing or 
even, hopefully, boating!) 

I always read with interest the Cairns report that has now become the 
Paynesville report and the peripatetic wanderings of the Lake Macquarie 
mob as they explore the various North Coast rivers, chronicled by Rob 
Hardy. 

 Following a recent discussion with Nick Lawther I was tasked with telling 
the story about wooden boats and their creation centred on the Euro-
bodalla shire.  That is the area from Batemans Bay to just south of Na-

rooma on the New South 
Wales south coast. 

But first a little background 
as I was once a Sydney boy. 

I grew up in Balgowlah and 
started my first plywood 
runabout when 18 years 
old.  I was 20 when the boat 
was finally launched . 

After getting married I built 
a 21 ft plywood, double 
chined, bilge keeled yacht.  
It looked OK but was not a 
great success. 

We moved to Scotland 
Island in 1969 and then to 
Lovett Bay in 1971.  It was 

there that I  restored 2 launches, a sailing skiff and “Monsoon” a 30 ft 
Charles Peel designed Gaff rigged yacht (under the direction of Hank 
Kauffman) and a 9ft Billy Fisher dinghy. 

We moved back to the “mainland”, Bayview, where I completed 2 canoes 
and a Joel White Haven 12.5 ft based on a 1912 Herreshoff Buzzards Bay 
Boys boat. 

I retired in 
2001 and 
moved to the 
South Coast 
where we 
had plenty of 
sheds in 
which to 
pursue boat 
building.  
Since then I 
have com-
pleted an-
other 15 ft 
Paul Gartside 
designed 
gunter rigged 
skiff, a beauti-
ful 23 ft Joel White designed fractional rigged day sailer and 2 launches 
to my own design. 

In 2016 we decide that we had to down size and have less stuff, so both 
sail boats went to new homes and I had already sold the smaller of the 
launches. 

Now to bring you to the purpose of this missive. 

I am now part of a group of about a doz-
en retirees who collectively have over 20 
wooden boats and are all clearly passion-
ate about keeping the faith.  We have no 
committee or formal structure and started 
up about 4 years ago when some of us 
responded to an advertisement placed by 
Dick Bedel in the local paper seeking 
wooden boat enthusiasts.  We call our-
selves the “Eurobodalla Wooden Boat 
Group” 

Our Eurobodalla group has at least one outing a month taking our trailer 
boats to one 
of a number 
of local wa-
terways.  The 
name 
”Eurobodalla” 
means place 
of many wa-
ters.  We are 
not blessed 
with large 
expanses 
such as Syd-
ney Harbour 
or fine river 
systems as 
the Hawkes-
bury and 
Pittwater.  
Locally we 
enjoy the 

Clyde and Moruya rivers and Wagonga  Inlet at Narooma.  We also travel 
at least once a year to Mallacoota or the Gippsland lakes in Victoria so 
that we can enjoy a large waterway.  There have also been other trips to 
the Shoalhaven river, Burril and Conjola lakes in the north.  To the south 
there is Corunna and Merimbula lakes and Brogo dam.  

The main benefit of these waterways is their absolute lack of boat traffic 
mid week, the ramps are free and we have very little road traffic getting 
there.  There are no giant cruiser washes and no water skiers.  Many of 
these areas run through National park or forest areas with little pollution. 

Last year we took 2 boats out to Wentworth on the junction of the Mur-
ray and Darling rivers for the triannual steam boat/paddle wheel rally and 
earlier this year we participated in the second Paynesville gathering. 

We have five members in the group who are building boats at this time. 
The members build by various construction methods and style of boat 
but we all help each other.  Quite often we have a hull turning , a work-
shop inspection and very soon there will be a launch party. 

 One member who lives 12kms NW of Braidwood is currently building a 5 
metre long plywood Ross Turner designed “Jarcat”, # 298 and a 6 foot 
long Ian Oughtred “Feather” dinghy.  Another member out the back of 
Candelo is currently involved in a 20ft ply mini tug.  This vessel will be 
complete with shower, composting head and a television.  It is proposed 
to be used as a caravan as well as a boat.  The group travels to these 
projects to lend a hand as required or just drop in to check on progress. 

Closer to home we will soon be launching “Bella, a glued clinker ply David 
Payne Schnapper boat of 17ft.  Our unofficial coordinator, Dick, who 
started this group has just started on the framing for a 20 ft strip planked 
half cabin launch that he commissioned from Paul Gartside. 

I am part way through planking a 13’3” cold moulded Paul Gartside dou-
ble ended launch.  The hull will be diagonally planked in WRC with Huon 
pine and Kauri longitudinal planking. 

 We all have at least one boat and seem to be infected with the same 
virus that demands that we keep building.  I’m sure many of you are simi-
larly afflicted.  I still have “Legend”, my 21ft half cabin  Huon pine launch 
(my own design) that was shown in Scuttlebutt 2012. 

Others in the group seem to be collectors or restorers of boats.  One 
launch, “Pilot”, built in 1947 was involved as a pilot support vessel at Lau-
rieton on the north coast and another, “Summer Wine” a  70 year old 
clinker open boat was a service tender for the Barrages at the mouth of 
the Murray river. 

These boats have been re-engined, glassed if required, painted polished 
and used on a 
regular basis. 
On all of our 
outings we 
ensure that all 
skippers have a 
crew for the 
day and we 
alternate which 
boats are used.  
Our biggest 
problem is that 
we have more 
boats than 
people. 

Do I hear you 
ask “Is that 
really a prob-
lem” 

Happy wooden 
boating 

Regards Eric Simes 

 

Quest on Lake Peddar 

Legend - Paynesville 

Saga on Huon River 

Bella on Clyde 

Batemans Bay Boating Group 

from Eric Simes  

Pauls tug 
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Phil Heaney has decided to write some new articles about the boats 
owned by members of the WBA which may well be expanded to 
other timber boats of interest. I know that there are three or so arti-
cles under consideration.  The headline of the articles is to be “My 

Boat”.  I think that this could be an interesting and ongoing new 
item for Scuttlebutt. 

Attached is the first, which happens to be about Matang and the 
reason for him choosing Matang is that we have just celebrated own-
ing her for 30 years.  

It would be very hard to find a couple who love their boat more than Rob 
and Fran Hardy.  It is a love affair that has lasted thirty years and has seen 
the growth of their family and shaped their lives.  Matang was not their 
first boat.  That was a 22 ft Fisher timber half cabin launch, ironically 
called Matangi (which is Maori for breeze).  With this small boat and a 
very young family they would travel from Sydney to the Hawkesbury, 
sometimes going as far as the Colo river, where in those days, they could 
fill their tanks with fresh river water, something that you would not do 
today.  Rob and Fran made numerous trips to and from Sydney with Ma-
tangi, but eventually it reached the stage where the family (Susan was 
then six and David four) out grew the boat and the search began for a 
bigger one. 

Rob and Fran had definite ideas on what qualities the new boat should 
have.  She had to be timber, sleep four people, have a reliable four-
cylinder diesel engine, a large cockpit, and be seaworthy enough to han-
dle a sea if caught out between Sydney and Broken Bay.  After approach-
ing several brokers, they found one in Careel Bay who showed them two 
boats, one was Matang and, immediately after seeing her bold sheer and 
shapely lines, they knew they had found the boat that satisfied all their 
criteria.  The year was 1988. 

Matang is 32 ft overall, 12 ft beam, and 4.3 ft draft.  She was built in 1971 
by well-known shipwright, Mick Nesbitt, at Balmain.  She is Spotted Gum 
below the waterline with Oregon topsides, the planking being one and a 
quarter inch thick, copper clenched fastened.  She has a built heel, (this is 
where the planking goes all the way down past the propeller shaft to the 
keel as opposed to a deadwood-built boat which has solid timber form-
ing the underbody of the vessel), with the propeller shaft passing through 
the solid timber).  Both methods have their advantages and disad-

vantages.  Her engine is a Ford Lees four cylinder 70 H.P. diesel with a 
Capital manual gear box, which swings a 22-inch four blade propeller.  
The engine and gearbox are original to the boat.  She has plywood decks 
and cabin, both fibre-glassed sheathed.  She was built as a pleasure fish-
ing boat, and, Rob and Fran are her third owners.  When they first ac-
quired Matang, Fran found numerous containers with Burley written on 
them.  Fran immediately thought the owner must have been a very keen 
fisherman.  It was soon revealed that the owners name was John Burley. 

It is a measure of a good boat when she engages strongly with the own-
er.  When Rob and Fran recently contacted the original owner, they were 

berthed at RMYC 
Newport for the 
Timber Boat 
Festival, and 
invited him to 
visit Matang, he 
was overcome 
with emotion 
such was the 
affection he had 
for the vessel 
and the fond 
memories she 
evoked. 

So here was a 
strong boat that 
could accommo-
date the whole 
family for ex-
tended holidays.  
But Matang was 
far more than a 

holiday boat. 

In the early days of owning Matang, the family lived in Mosman where 
the kids enjoyed being in the Sea Scouts.  Matang regularly was used to 
tow sailing boats and canoes to regattas, along with their crews onboard, 
with masts and rigs strapped to the cabin roof, as well as being the start-
ers boat for many years.  Many people still remember being towed by 

Matang when they were kids growing up in Mosman.  After the days 
events, the adults would gather on the aft deck of Matang for a social de-
brief .  Fran recalls twenty people on board once, forcing Matang so low 
in the water, that water was entering the cockpit from the self-draining 
scuppers.  It was always a spectacle seeing Matang return from a regatta 
to Mosman Bay, covered in kids and junk with six or seven boats in tow 
and the family Labrador dog barking on the aft deck, especially to the 
patrons of the nearby Mosman Rowers. 

As well as birthday parties, every school holidays were spent on Matang 
in Cowan and up the Hawkesbury River.  She has made countless trips up 
and down the coast. 

Nowadays, the boat has been modified to make her even for comfortable 
for two people.  Fran and Rob stay onboard when they visit Sydney, take 
her to boat festivals and go on holidays 

Over the years Rob has made improvements to the boat which include 
extending the roof over the cockpit.  This means they get better protec-
tion from the sun and can enclose the cockpit area in bad weather.  Ian 
Taylor made the extension with the brief it had to look like it had always 
been there, and he achieved that.  All the other improvements and 
maintenance on Matang has been done by Rob, and this, along with Ma-
tang so heavily built has contributed to her longevity.  Improvements 
have been a new shower and toilet compartment, complete rewiring of 
the boat, re-glassing the decks and cabin, and a new galley.  Additions 
have included an electric anchor winch and the installation of a 12-volt 
fridge plate in the freezer which still has the original eutectic system.  This 
means the freezer can be pulled down while underway by the engine or 

My Boat - Matang 
by Phil Heaney 
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from the three 80-watt solar panels on the cabin top when on her moor-
ing. 

Matang’s lay out is simple but practical.  A chain locker is located forward, 
then three berths make up the forward cabin.  Up a couple of steps to the 
main cabin with the steering position to Port, a berth and galley on the 
starboard side, and opposite is the enclosed shower and toilet.  Aft is the 
spacious cockpit with the preferred option of deck chairs rather then 

cockpit seats.  A fold down Duck board on the stern allows easy access 
from the dinghy or when swimming. 

Rob and Fran’s children have now grown up, but all their years on Matang 
has left them with a love of the water which they have carried into their 
adult life.  Susan sails regularly on a Farr 30 out of the Sydney Amateurs, 
and David owns a ketch which he keeps on Lake Macquarie and carries 
on the tradition his parents started, with his own children. 

Matang will stay with the family for many years to come.  Sydney Har-
bour, Broken Bay and the Hawkesbury river is their preferred cruising 
ground, attending the wooden boats shows and meeting friends with the 
same interests is their favourite (apart from their children and grandchil-
dren) pastime. 

Phil Heaney. 

 

 

Based on a series of highly popular articles written for Classic Boat Magazine, this witty 
collection recalls some of the incidents the author has survived in over half a century of 
messing about in boats. 

Most sailors will find something to relate to in these 
escapades from around the world and they will bring a wry 
smile to any boaters lips.  The author’s wonderfully witty 
cartoons help bring these anecdotes to life. 

All these stories are true so WBA 
member Alan Williams writes under a pen 
name so that his architectural clients do 
not think they are entrusting their work 
to a seagoing Mr Bean.  Copies are 
available from Boat Books in Crows Nest 
at $24.95 or less on Amazon.  WBA 
members can get copies from Alan at 
meetings for $ 20. 

Matang out of the water showing her traditional lines and the skills of her builder Mick Nesbit 

November 2017 at Wisemans Ferry 

On the Colo River in November 2017 when in company with Athena (Phil 
Heaney) 
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It is February, well not really but 
it will be when you read this.  
February is festival time and this 

year is the big one.  Since the Hobart festival began I have missed only two.  
One I was in Germany...courting, the other I was aboard Westwind in Bass 
Strait with my new bride and a serious leak.  Discretion won out in that 
case and we went on to spend a lot of time in that southern cruising 
ground.  This year I have the great honour once again of sailing down 
aboard Lorita Maria, Paul Smiths old boat now owned by Greg Barrell.  I say 
'once again' as I have already had the same honour 4 years ago when we 
were blown back by the forces of nature and the lack of time.  It was the 
year when the James Craig, the Endeavour and two navy destroyers were 
also defeated....  Would you believe one destroyer and a smallish subma-
rine?? 

Meantime, our German work force have returned to their minus one de-
gree winter.  They applied for Australian asylum but it seems the Govern-
ment is a little prickly at the moment.  Far from me to comment on govern-
ments in general but it does seem that those in the common news are 
running rampant and unchecked.  Are we all not the government and 'they' 
our honourable representatives?  

Ah the simple life of sailing, sailing the ocean blue.  But there is corruption 
wherever you go.  Those that have surrounded themselves with nature and 
forfeited human society may have very good cause.  Long may they be able 
to live as they choose. 

Meantime the beautiful old wooden boats of Gippsland are mostly floating 
but sometimes sinking.  Years ago I recaulked Westwind and found it an 
oddly familiar and satisfying pass time.  With a bit of practice anyone can 
caulk a seam that begins at 3 or 4 mil and ends at nothing but when you 

are presented with a seam that is much bigger and has lost its 'V' and the 
owner does not want to spend much money, being a truck driver is not 
enough, one has to call on the DNA of ones seafaring and caulking ances-
tors.  

Despite the fact that Westwind has been totally splined except for the gar-
board I still believe in caulking as I do the old fashioned stuffing box on the 

propeller shaft.  Replaceable and repairable.  The 'tamp, tamp thunk, tamp, 
tamp thunk, of the caulking mallet is seldom heard these days and is akin 
to the clop, clop of a horse clip clopping up the street.  Having said that 
there were three chaps (all young) fully recalking a beautiful old cruiser in 
the yard where I have been working last week.  They primed over the cot-
ton then paid all the seams with Sikaflex!!! It is the modern way.  

Non of these young chaps ancestors were caulkers .  It is a dying art and 
something worthwhile keeping alive for when the Sikaflex runs out.  

Incidently I 
do have to 
mention 
that Peter 
Gossell was 
instrumental 
in my caulk-
ing career.  
He is a won-
derful 
teacher.  

Congratula-
tions to 
Karen 
Portch.  Iris 
looks a very 
functional 
and individ-
ual craft. 

Time is 
marching.  
Lorita Maria 
left Sydney 

at 1500 hours today, 20th for Eden.  I catch the bus from Bairnsdale to Eden 
in a couple of days to join her for the trip to Hobart.  Surely then I can write 
about a voyage of a wooden boat to a wooden boat festival.  

I do hope to see many of you old friends at the festival.  If you find me 
wondering aimlessly could you please lead me back to Lorita Maria or the 
nearest police station. 

Kind regards 

Chris  

 

Lane Cove River Cruise - 10th April 2019 

M.B. PROTEX circa 1908 

I have hired the M.B. Protex for Wednesday 10th April 2019 and I invite WBA 
members and a guest if they want; to join the crew of the Protex, a Sydney 
Heritage Fleet motor boat for a cruise on the beautiful Lane Cove River. The 
Protex will leave her Sydney Heritage Fleet berth at Rozelle Bay at 1000 and 
return at approximately 1400, maximum number of passengers, 14. Passen-
gers to board at 0950 and are asked NOT to bring large carryon bags as 
space onboard is at a premium, there is no "head" onboard the Protex! 

The 16km cruise will take in some outstanding views along the picturesque 
river, the boat will navigate as far as Fullers Bridge, Chatswood. On our return 
passengers will disembark at the Chatswood Athletic Field jetty for a pre-
pared BBQ lunch. After lunch we will return to her berth at Rozelle Bay. 

As Protex in not in Survey, I'm asking each passenger to contribute $45, pay-
able to me prior to Wed 3rd April, this includes the cruise, lunch, coffee or 
tea. 

There are no toilet facilities onboard Protex, but there are toilet facilities at 
the SHF Rozelle Bay site and at the Athletic Field. Undercover seating area 
exists for lunch if the weather Gods are not kind to us on the day! 

Free parking is available at the SHF car park, James Craig Road, opposite 
Gate 4 of the Sydney Heritage Fleet Shipyard. 

I'll be taking names of interested members and it will be on a "first come, first 
served" basis. 

Regards, 

Alan Stannard 

mob: 0402 627 524  home: 9416 7238 

email: stannard68@optusnet.com.au 

 

THE PAYNESVILLE REPORT 
from Chris & Gilli Dicker 

Despite hanging Westwinds entire sail wardrobe out 
we still came second last. 

Just remembered I wanted to send a photo of our Huon Pine 
plantation. They are staying healthy and even growing a little. I 
have a plan to nurse them through the next two years then take 
them down to the south west on Westwind and plant them up 
the  Gordon or at Pt Davey to give something back.  
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BUY SWAP and SELL 
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of 
charge if the member’s name and phone no.  appear.   
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 
25 words).  $30 with a picture.   Ads will run for two 
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.   
Submissions close on the 21st of each month. 
NOTE:  Items for free, No Charge.   Contact the Editor, see 
page 2 for details. 

 
FOR SALE 
Handsome 8 foot fibreglass dinghy. Built in 
buoyancy. $250 

Call Alan 0410 648 435 

FOR SALE 
 
OARS 2 pairs 
1.  A pair of long 
oars for sale, 
approx. 10' or 3.0m 
long in good 
condition $125 or 
offer.  

2.  Older made oars 
approx 7'6" or 2.3m 
long with copper 
sheeted tips. Nicely 
shaped and 
balanced   $100 
Ono.  

Peter Smith   0415 
476 829 

 

FOR SALE  Owner Happy to consider reasonable 
offers 

Plywood Runabout  
The boat is a half cabin in good working order.   It is 
17ft 6inches (5.33m) in length and 1.95 metres in 
width, certified to carry 5 passengers. It is made of 
timber and plywood and the bottom has been 
fibreglassed over. There is storage under the seats 
inside the cabin and all padding is 
original.  Navigation lights and an electric bilge 

pump.   The engine is a 75HP Johnson V4 2 Stroke 
with magneto ignition. The engine does not have a 
generator or an alternator (never been a problem). 
Battery only needed to start.   2 anchors and a pair 
of Ron Marks Water Skis to go with it. (No Life 
Jackets). The trailer has had new wheel bearings 
fitted and is in good condition. The boat has always 
been garaged. The trailer is registered until 
20/8/2019 and the boat is registered until 
7/11/2019. Anyone wishing to inspect, I would only 
be too happy to accommodate, just call and 
arrange a time with me. call me on either 0414 477  
662 or 02 9644 8783. The boat is located at  
Sefton.Kerry Buttriss 

FOR SALE 

DYNASTART: starter- generator.  New, imported. 
$300,o.n.o. 

John Wagemans 

0415 031 064 

brabander53@optusnet.com.au 

FOR SALE 
Fingerclutch. perfect condition, suits most en-
gines and will accept existing Blaxland clutch 
handle.   $220.00 

John Wagemans, braeng53@optusnet.com.au or 
4339 9653 

FOR SALE 
Springbank gunter rigged GRP sailing dinghy for 
sale. 4.5m (15') long with a 1.77m (5'11") beam 
weighing 190kg. Designed by Geoff Cowap this 
dinghy is white with timber trim, alloy spars and 
tan sails giving classic looks. The cockpit is roomy 
with large buoyancy cambers under the full 
length seats and foredeck storage area. 
Easy to handle Gunter rig stores within the hull 
and provides good sailing performance with one 
or two, can plane in a breeze or can easily take a 
family. Used as a training dinghy by the Navy and 
Scouts. Easily towed by a small car on its stable 
trailer. Can take a small outboard or be rowed. 
$1000 ono. Ph Peter 0415 476 829 

FOR SALE 
Thara – 1948 Alan Payne Classic sloop  

 

34' LOA 8' 
Beam 6' 
draught  

Lovingly 
restored in 
racing condi-
tion. 

Nanni 3 
cylinder 
diesel 

Good sail 
inventory 

New 
sheathed 
deck 2016 
plus skylight 
fitted 

Raced with 
SASC in Div 
1 – good 

record 

reduced to $39,000 

Rob Landis     0414 741 725 

FOR SALE 
Tasmanian maritime heritage wooden dinghy. 

Built as a family fishing boat. 

15’8” (4.8 m) clinker built rowing boat, construct-
ed from King Billy and Huon Pine. 

Designed and built in 1969 by renowned Tasma-
nian boat builder, Reg Fazackerley (1893-1983), 
at Sandy Bay, Hobart. 

A signature “RF” and a year of construction under 
a seat. 

Professionally restored and repainted in August 
2013 by the Wooden Boat Centre, Franklin, Tas-
mania – unused since. 

Includes a set of restored oars, King trailer, re-
cently refurbished and registered, with an addi-
tional new spare wheel and tyre, heavy duty tie-
down straps and a new boat cover. 

One of three 16-footers built by Reg Fazackerley.  
Used initially as a family, recreational fishing boat 
until purchased by the Clarence Sea Scout in 
Hobart in 1990.  Maintained in clean, dry storage 
by the Sea Scouts.  Featured at the Hobart 
Wooden Boat Festival 2013.   

Relocated to NSW in 2017 and recently relocated 
to Toowoomba, Qld in January 2019.  

Little used during its life and in excellent condi-
tion with all original timber. 

Ready for use or to admire as a prestigious col-
lectable. 

Price $8,000 (reduced originally from $13,200) 

Phone Kim on 0428 237 524 

mailto:brabander53@optusnet.com.au
mailto:braeng53@optusnet.com.au
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FOR SALE 
Classic 37 ft 12 ton Wooden Yacht Built UK 
1937   40,000 ONO  

This absolute classic Gauntlet design yacht is 
now available for sale in Sydney. 
Built of pitch pine, oak, teak and mahogany, 
such a thoroughbred is rarely available in Aus-
tralian waters.  Her current owner sailed her out 
from the UK in 2005.  
“Pukkabelle” has a rich history.  Featured in 200th 
Edition of Classic Boat Magazine’s top 200 boats – at No 138. 
Built in 1937, she’s sailed UK waters, the Baltic, 
then in 2005, across the Atlantic and the Pacific to 
Australia.    
A long-keeled double-ender, built for strong winds 
and harsh conditions around the British Isles.  One 
of 16 12Ton Gauntlet class boats built at Berthons 
in Lymington, UK during the 1930s and 1940s.  
Pitch pine on oak, with teak decks and mahogany 
interior.   
A beautiful boat with a great provenance, she’s 
now in need of a new owner ready to restore her 
to her former glory.  She would be a very worth-
while project for a wooden boat enthusiast.  
Specs: 
LOA: 3’8”/11.2m  LWL: 30’6”/ 9.3m    Beam: 9’7”/ 2.9m  
Draught: 5’6”/ 1.7m 
Displacement: 12 tons  Ballast: 4 ¾ tons   Hull Profile: Long Keel 
Designer/Builder: Berthon Boat Co., Lymington Hampshire UK 
Build: 
Hull: Pitch pine planks on grown oak frames and rock elm ribs 
Deck: laid teak on oak beams 
Superstructure: Teak and teak cockpit  Teak external trim. Externally bolted 
copper fastened lead keel 
Mahogany bulkheads, lockers and cupboards.   Fractional keel stepped rig with 
Sitka Spruce spars   Running back staysr 3JH4, installed 2004. 

For more information email:   Jacqueline_warren@hotmail.com 
Jackie  –  0415 401 270 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—  —  O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  —  —  

THIS YEAR 2019 
February 12th  WBA Meeting, Gladesville Bowling & Sports Club, - Film night 
February 8-11th  Australian Wooden Boat Festival, Hobart 
February 23rd  Raft-up at Bantry Bay 
March 12th  WBA Meeting, Gladesville Bowling & Sports Club, - Ross McLean - Lightning 
March18th  Committee Meeting 
April 9th  Andy Green Rigging, what can go wrong, changes over time 

  April 10th                     Lane Cove River Cruise - contact Alan Stannard 0402 627 524 home: 9416 7238 
June  11th  WBA Meeting, Gladesville Bowling & Sports Club, 2018 HHA Winner 

NEXT YEAR 2020 

Raft up @ Bantry Bay, February 23
rd

 and 24
th

 

This has become a regular feature on the WBA calendar and has always 

been well attended. 

Bantry Bay is a located in the Garigal National Park in Middle Harbour 
within Sydney Harbour.  A spectacular 
view is found at the end of the Bluff Track.  
The track starts at the end of Grattan 
Crescent Frenchs Forest. There is a steep 
but beautiful walk down to a wharf on the 
bay. Bantry Bay was used to store military 
explosives. The storage complex consisted 
of nine explosives magazines which re-
placed old hulks that had been used to 

store ex-
plosives in 
nearby 
Powder 
Hulk Bay 
on Sydney 
Harbour. In 
1915 the works were handed over to the 
state Explosives Department, which regulat-
ed the explosives industry in NSW. In 1973 
operations at Bantry Bay were discontinued 
and the facility was closed. 


